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PREFACE. 


TTS7HATEVER  may  have  been  faid  concerning  the  tafte 
*  *  of  this  age,  I  confefs,  for  my  own  part,  that  1  have 
not  obferved  any  one  good  writer  who  has  failed  of  fuccefs. 
If  badwriteis  have  alfofucceeded.it  has  been  either  fwmthe 
licentioufnefs  of  their  works,  with  regard  to  morality  or 
religion,  or  from  the  fatire  and  detraction  they  contained. 
'Tis  not  depravity  of  tafte,  therefore,  but  depravity  of 
heart,  the  libertinifm  or  malignity  of  mankind,  that  wc 
ought  to  complain  of  in  this  and  all  other  ages. 

If  the  work  I  now  publifh  fliould  not  pleafe  that  good 
tafte  which  I  own  to  exift,  I  (hall  at  leaft  have  this  fecret 
fatisfaction,  that  I  chofe  rather  to  renounce  all  applaufe, 
than  to  feck  it  by  ways  that  1  condemn.  As  the  (rate  of 
my  fortune  does  not  permit  me  to  write  on  fubjeets  that 
require  time  and  tranquillity,  I  confine  myfelf  to  thofethat 
are  the  mod  fimple,  the  moft  virtuous,  and  the  mofl  agree- 
able. Thefe  three  characters  fuit  extremely  with  my  fitua- 
tion  ;  the  firfr,  becaufe  it  leffens  the  labour  of  compofing;  the 
fecond,  becaufe  it  falls  in  with  my  profeffion  and  principles  ; 
the  third,  becaufe  by  contributing  to  the  fale  of  the  work, 
it  anfwers  the  chief  end  that  I  purfue  in  being  an  author. 

All  the  three  are  fo  perfectly  well  united  in  this  hiftory, 
that  I  cannot  fufficiently  blefs  the  good  fortune  which  threw 
the  materials  of  it  into  my  hands.  It  little  imports  my 
readers,  that  I  fliould  give  them  an  exact  detail  of  this  in- 
cident :  1  need  only  inform  them,  that  the  indulgence  they 
have  fliewn  to  fome  of  my  former  woiks  of  this  kind, 
made  the  illuftrious  brethren,  whofe  adventures  I  now  prc- 
fent,  believe  I  might  touch  over  their  manufcript  to  fome 
advantage.  T hey  required  the  greateft  part  of  the  proper 
names  to  be  kept  concealed,  which  wasalmofl  the  only  reftric- 
tion  they  laid  me  under.  For  the  icfl,  I  have  made  ufc  of 
the  liberty  they  left  me  of  retrenching  certain  domeflic  par- 
ticularities, which  the  difference  of  cuftoms  might  have 
made  to  appear  tedious,  and  perhaps  ridiculouj. 

I  have 
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I  have  Co  carefully  hufbanded  the  moral  of  my  tale,  that 
a  juft  idea  of  the  author's  defign  mufr  not  be  expected  in 
the  firfr.  volume.  But,  from  the  judgment  I  have  formed 
upon  reading  over  the  whole  woik,  I  conceive  that  our 
dean  propofed  to  bring  together,  in  the  hiftory  of  his  own 
family,  all  thofe  rules  of  religion  that  are  reconcileible 
with  the  cuftoms  and  maxims  of  the  woild  ;  in  order  io 
fhew  how  far  a  chriftian  may  conform  to  the  latter,  and  at 
what  bounds  he  fhould  flop.  An  undertaking  of  this  na- 
ture will  be  thought  of  importance,  if  the  execution  anfwer 
the  grandeur  of  the  project.  However  that  be,  the  reader 
will  remark,  in  the  very  beginning,  fuch  openings  into  the 
characters  of  our  three  brothers  and  their  fifter,  as  will 
give  him  a  glimpfe  of  what  he  is  to  expect  in  the  fequel. 

George  is  an  honefi  man,  but  without  any  other  prin- 
ciples than  thofe  of  natural  morality.  The  dean  is  a 
Chriftian  of  the  firft  order,  rigorous  even  to  excefs  ;  till  ac- 
knowledging, at  lair,  the  neceffity  in  human  fociety  of 
fometimes  yielding  to  the  weaknefs  of  another,  he  fecks, 
with  the  balance  of  the  gofpel  in  his  hand,  all  thofe  modi- 
fications and  mediums  that  charity  demands,  and  Chriftianr 
juftice  tolerates.  Patrick  and  Rofe  feem  to  me  two  ambi- 
guous characters ;  good,  but  weak,  and  formed  as  if  or* 
purpofe  to  give  the  other  two  continual  occafian  to  exert 
their  virtues,  and  consequently  to  put  in  the  clearefr  light 
the  difference  between  two  worthy  men,  one  of  whom  fol- 
lows only  the  maxims  of  this  world,  and  the  other  thofe  o£ 
Chriftianity. 

Will  any  one  think,  that  a  defign  fo  ferious  can  render 
my  fubject  fufceptible  of  thofe  agreements  which  I  have 
feemed  to  promife  ?  l^would  be  affurance  indeed  to  tell 
the  reader,  that  he  may  depend  upon  my  performance  : 
However,  the  matter  I  have  to  work  on  appears  to  me  fo 
rich,  that  I  am  not  afraid  to  exhort  him  once  more  to  hope 
the  beft.  Though  I  have  not  before  fo  openly  declared  if,' 
in  all  my  other  works  I  had  the  fame  point  in  view,  as  far 
as  this  kind  of  writing  will  admit.  Whether  1  kept  to  it 
or  no,  and  was  at  the  fame  time  agreeable,  1  leave  thofe  to 
determine  who  have  read  the  life  of  Cleveland,  or  the  me- 
moirs of  the  marquis  de  Brctagne. 
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THEY  who  undertake  to  write  either  a  gene- 
ral or  particular  hiftory,  commonly  put  pvn 
to  paper  from  one  of  thcfe  three  motives  :  Either 
to  raife  a  name,  in  prefenting  to  the  public  a  rela- 
tion worthy  of  their  attention,  and  confequently  ca- 
pable of  fixing  the  author  in  their  eileem  as  long 
as  the  work  maintains  a  reputation  ;  or  from  fome 
view  of  fclf-intereit,  which  engages  them  to  wifti, 
that  certain  obfeure  and  doubtful  actions,  where- 
in they  have  borne  a  fhare,  fhould  be  laid  open  to 
the  world  in  a  fenfe  not  only  honourable  for  them- 
fclves,  but  favourable  to  their  party  :  Or,  finally,  to 
gratify  fome  refentments  of  ill-will,  if  they  happen 
to  have  powerful  reafons  to  bear  an  animolity  againlt 
any  perfon;  of  envy,  if  they  look  upon  the  for- 
tune or  reputation  of  another  with  an  eye  of  jea- 
;  or  from  a  natural  malignity,  if  they  have  the 
inisfortunc  to  be  of  fuch  a  mifchievous  humour  a3  to 
find  pleafurc  in  detraction,  which  inceflantly  hurries 
people  of  that  turn  to  vent  t1  of  their  hearts 

by  thofe  two  dangerous  inilrumcnti,  the  tongue  and 
the  pen. 

It  is  plain,  that  of  thcfe  three  fources,  two  of  them 
are  fueh,  to  which  the  fidelity  and  impartiality  a- 
grecablc  to  hiftory  ought  not  to  give  the  lead  atten- 
tion :    for  truth  has  no  enemy  to  fear  more  powerful 
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than  unruly  pafllons,  and  perfonal  intereih.  As  to 
the  firil  motive,  although  it  carries  the  appearance 
of  lefs  fufpicion  than  the  other  two  ;  becaufe  it  is  in 
the  main  true,  that  the  love  of  glory  is  a  noble 
fpur,  which  may  actuate  the  foul  of  a  writer  in  the 
fame  manner  as  that  of  an  hero,  and  provoke  each 
of  them  in  their  career  to  avoid  every  thing  tend- 
ing to  call  a  blemifh  on  a  defign  fo  excellent.  Yet 
I  am  not  fatisfied  whether  this  ardour  itfelf  of  defir- 
ing  to  merit  the  applaufe  of  the  publick  ought  not 
to  create  in  us  a  fear,  that  an  hiftorian  who  pro- 
pofes  to  himfelf  no  other  aim,  may  not  neverthelefs 
-be  tempted  to  deviate  from  the  ftrait  part  of  truth. 
As  plain  truth  is  not  always  acceptable,  it  is  no  eafy 
tafk  for  one,  who  is  upon  every  occafion  defirous  of 
pleafing,  to  contain  himfelf  within  bounds  fo  ftrict  as 
he  has  laid  down  for  his  own  conduct  ;  at  lead  he 
will  be  apt  to  difguife  if  he  be  not  capable  of  altering 
the  truth.  One  may  paint  and  imbellifh  a  fubjedt 
over  much  ;  and  fet  it  off  with  too  many  graces  ;  and, 
which  makes  it  more  pernicious,  the  difguife  is  laid 
on  with  fo  much  the  more  art  in  proportion  to  the 
intention  of  pleafing  ;  yet  the  author  muft  maintain 
certain  appearances  of  fincerity,  without  which  he 
may  foon  bid  adieu  to  his  reputation.  And  this 
manner  of  deftroying  truth,  as  it  is  the  mod  fubtle, 
fo  it  is  in  the  main  the  moil  dangerous. 

It  follows  from  hence,  that  we  fhould  have  few 
faithful  hiftories,  if  thefe  were  the  only  three  mo- 
tives that  without  referve  could  engage  an  hiftorian 
to  take  up  the  pen.  But  I  have  not  yet  mentioned 
one  motive,  which  is  infinitely  more  elevated  than 
the  moll  noble  of  the  other  three,  and  which  with- 
out doubt  is  only  capable  of  exalting  an  hiftorian 
to  that  degree  of  perfection,  as  to  make  him  re- 
garded for  a  pattern  :  I  mean,  an  Jippetite  of  ren- 
dering himfelf  profitable.  The  whole  is  fo  well  couched 
in  thefe  few  words,  that  there  is  no  neceffity  of 
any  further  explanation  of  them  for  fuch  who  can 
comprehend  the  plain  meaning  of  the  words. 

Having 
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Having  faid  thus  much,  mail  I  dare  to  advance 
further,  that  Utility  is  my  motive  in  this  undei- 
taking  ?  And  fhall  not  I  accufe  myfelf  at  the  firit 
fetting  out  of  afpiring  to  a  perfection  which  fur- 
pafTes  my  ftrength  ?  I  anfwer,  that  in  afcribing 
fo    much    virtue    to    the   appetite  of  rendering   one's 

felf  ufeftd,  I  f appofe,  that  fuch  perfon  has  for  a 
foundation  all  the  natural  and  acquired  abilities 
neceffary  in  every  refpe6t  to  form  a  good  writer ; 
and  unfortunately  thefe  are  not  at  all  the  things 
of  which  I  can  boafl  any  fhare.  I  may  there- 
fore affirm,  that  though  I  have  Ideas  jufl  enough 
of  the  particulars  neceffary  for  the  perfection  of 
the  work  I  have  undertaken,  yet  my  talents 
are  far  inferior  to  my  defign.  Neverthelefs,  the 
motive  engaging  me  is  juft  what  I  have  mentioned, 
and  I  am  fo  fully  periuaded  that  it  is  proper  to 
form  good  hiftorians,  when  they  find  themfelves 
fupported  with  good  qualities,  in  which  I  am  de- 
ficient, that  I  verily  believe  that  alone  is  capable 
of  affording  a  fupply  to  the  meannefs  of  my  parts. 
If  I  have  not  imparted  to  me  the  beauty  of  ima- 
gination, which  is  a  gift  of  nature,  and  the 
graces  of  ftyle,  which  are  moft  commonly  the 
effects  of  art,  yet  to  make  fome  amends,  I  (hall 
be  fincere  in  my  relation,  modeft  in  my  expreffions, 
and  not  only  prudent  and  reafonable,  but  folidly 
chriflian  in  the  principles  of  my  moral.  I  fhall 
forbear  either  to  approve  of  or  flatter  vice  even 
in  the  perfons  who  have  been  the  molt  dear  to  me, 
and  I  fhall  endeavour  to  turn  the  mod  profane 
events  to  the  inltruclion  of  youth,  and  the  edifi- 
cation   of   people    of    all   ages   and    conditions,    and 

,  confequcntly  to  the  honour  of  heaven  and  advan- 
tage of  human  focicty. 
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THE  hiftory  I  give  the  public  is  rather  that 
of  my  two  brothers  and  filler,  than  my 
own.  I  was  advanced  into  my  fortieth 
year,  and  the  profeffion  I  had  embraced  feemed 
to  promife  me  as  much  tranquillity  for  the  remain- 
der of  my  life,  as  I  had  to  that  time  enjoyed. 
An  ecclefiaflical  benefit  of  a  moderate  income,  a 
commodious  habitation,  a  call  of  mind  and  inclina- 
tions which  gave  me  a  talle  fjr  the  duties  of  my  em- 
ployment, !  for  retirement  and  (ludy, 
were  the  foundations  of  my  fortune  and  repofe  : 
choice  that  difpofed  me  to  this  kind 
of  life,  there  was  not  the  i  ra ranee,  that  I 
could  be  weary  of  a  condition,  with  which  I  was  fa 
well   fati&licd. 

:rc    had    given    me     one    r.  ch     [ 

voluntarily  flighted.      I   wat    the    lird  born  oi  n 
mily  :   but  I    mull  not   conceal  tli     I 
me  renounce    this    j  icei    r.nd    by  which    hea- 

ven   happily    infpircd    me    i-i    a     good    hour    with    a 
hatred    for    the  world    and    a    talle   for    folitude.      I 
A  3 
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was  born  with  three  defe&s,  from  which  all  the  ap. 
plication  and  remedies  of  art  could  not  fet  me  free. 
My  legs  were  bowed  and  crooked,  and  bore  no  .bad 
refemblance  in  fhape  to  the  two  crotchets  of  a  paren- 
thefis;  yet  they  were  ftrong  and  robuft  enough,  and 
of  an  equal  length  not  to  be  any  impediment  to  my 
walking  upright.  To  add  to  this  infirmity,  I  had  a 
bunch  on  my  back,  and  a  counterpoife  of  the  fame 
fort  and  bulk  before  ;  and,  to  compleat  my  difgrace, 
my  face  was  disfigured  by  two  large  warts  regularly 
planted  above  my  eyes,  which  fpreading  on  my  fore- 
head appeared  like  two  horns;  add  to  this,  that  my 
head  was  exceeding  large,  my  waill  full,  thick,  bun- 
dled together,  and  extremely  fhort  :  in  fine,  my 
whole  figure  feemed  to  deftine  and  mark  me  out  for 
fome  other  itate  than  the  world,  where  raillery  much 
lefs  fpares  the  imperfections  of  the  body,  than  the 
vices  and  irregularities  of  the  foul. 

I  therefore  did  myfelf  juftice  from  the  firft  moment 
I  began  to  know  myfelf,  and  I  had  at  leaft  this  fa- 
tisfa£lion  in  forming  the  defign  of  renouncing  the 
world,  that  my  defires  fquaring  with  my  necefiities, 
I  had  not  any  violence  in  bringing  myfelf  to  a  fub- 
miflion.  However,  my  mother  having  died  in  giving 
me  life,  my  father  found  fo  little  inclination  to  a 
fecond  marriage,  that  this  reafon  for  a  long  time  put 
a  flop  to  his  granting  me  the  liberty  of  entering  in- 
to the  cccleflaftical  .ftate.  He  loved  me,  yet  had 
need  of  all  his  paternal  indulgence  to  find  me  amiable. 
He  laboured  to  diminifh  the  ill  opinion  I  had  of  my- 
felf, and  often  inculcated  to  me,  that  my  wit  and 
judgment  (of  which  he  afiured  me  I  had  a  larger 
proportion  than  was  common  to  thofe  of  my  age) 
would  iupply  the  advantages  which  nature  had  re- 
fufed  me  ;  and  when  I  infilled  on  the  excefs  of  my 
deformity,  he  would  aufwer  in  raillery,  that  his 
defign  was  to  marry  me  in  good  time,  to  the  end  I 
might  give  him  grand  children  lefs  difagreeable  than 
myfelf.  In  fliort,  when  I  had  attained  to  myfixteenth 
year  he  looked  out  for  a  wife  for  me,  without  giving 
me  notice  of  the  great  pains  he  tock  in  the  fearch. 

He 
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He  then  found  out  one,  perhaps  the  mod  beautiful 
young  lady  in  the  whole  province,  and  continuing 
to  leave  me  in  ignorance  of  his  refoFution,  he  One 
day  carried  me  with  him  to  vifit  her.  I  faw  there  at 
moft  bewitching  creature  ;  but  what  I  thought  mod 
furprifing,  after  the  picture  I  have  drawn  of  myfelf, 
r found  her  fo  full  of  complaifance  and  kindnefs 
for  me,  that  I  could  have  wifhed  not  only  to  have 
felt  a  pafiion  for  the  lady,  but  to  have  merited 
her's. 

Ambition  produced  in  her  heart  the  fame  effect  as 
love.  She  was  of  a  birth  inferior  to  mine,  and  my 
father  having  prepofieffed  her  with  the  defign  of  our 
vifit,  flie  gave  lefs  attention  to  my  perfonal  qualities, 
than  to  the  title  of  countefs,  which  (he  flattered  her- 
felf  fhe  mould  enjoy  in  becoming  my  fpoufe.  Our 
houfe,  though  extremely  fallen  from  its  ancient  fplen- 
dour,  yet  held  one  of  the  firft  ranks  for  quality  in  the 
county  of  Antrim.  We  traced  our  original  to  the  fa- 
mous Donald  O'Neal,  who  in  former  times  was  king 
of  that  part  of  Ireland,  which  we  call  Cuid  GuHly, 
and  to  which  the  Englifh  give  the  name  of  Ulfter. 
In  truth  every  thing  had  changed  its  face,  fince 
Cromwell  and  Ircton  put  the  fioifhing  hand  to  the  re- 
duction of  our  unhappy  country  to  flavery  ;  and  the 
rigour  of  the  yoke  being  laid  indifferently  upon  the 
nobles  and  people,  there  were  few  families  that  had 
not  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  public  calamity.  Add  to 
this  mitchief,  that  our  family  having  continued  faith- 
ful to  the  ancient  religion  was  another  obltacle,  which 
took  from  my  father  all  thofe  advantages  that  he 
might  have  drawn  from  his  birth,  and  alio  carried  the 
ranee  of  bereaving  him  of  all  hopes  of  fortune 
for  his  poflerity.  Notwithstanding  we  continued  to 
maintain  fomc  remains  of  diftinction  in  our  country, 
an-1  comforted  ourfclves  under  the  difgrac 
the  Kuglifh  held  us,  by  conlidering,  that  we  yet  found 

ourfJ  banimed,  but  Hill  among  o-ir  country- 

men.  Our  iubftancc,  of  which  we  had  loll  the  < 
part  in  the  late  #ttt,  was   yet    fufliciciit  to  provide  us 
an  honourable  maintenance,  in  companion  at  lcall  with 
A  4  other 
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other  noblemen  of  the  province,  who  had  been  almoft 
intirely  dripped  naked  by  the  avarice  and  cruelty 
of  the  conquerors. 

My  father,  having  obferved  with  pleafure,  that  my 
deformity  did  not  at  all  difguil  the  lady  whom  he 
defigned  for  my  fpoufe,  thought  the  fuccefs  of  his 
project  infallible  ;  fince  he  could  not  imagine  that  any 
difficulties  would  arife  from  my  refinance.  I  cannot 
really  tell  how  it  fell  out,  that  I  mould  remain  in- 
ienlible  to  fuch  an  abundance  of  charms  ;  for  in 
fpight  of  my  temper,  which  was  naturally  ferious,  I 
had  always  a  heart  fufceptible  of  tenderncfs  and 
love.  But  I  was  apparently  chilled  by  the  ftrong  im- 
preflion  which  my  perfonal  imperfections  made  on  me; 
or  rather  heaven,  which  called  me  to  another  voca- 
tion, was  watchful  over  my  mind,  to  prevent  in  it  any 
foftnefles.  Whatever  it  was,  nothing  could  equal  my 
father's  furprife,  when  having  difcovered  his  views 
of  matching  me  into  this  houfe,  he  found,  that  I  re- 
jected all  his  offers,  and  proteiled  that  my  refolution 
was  to  live  a  fingle  life.  In  vain  did  he  renew  his 
inftances,  and  reiterate  the  fame  commands.  All  he 
could  obtain  from  my  obedience  was,  to  bear  him 
company  in  fome  other  viiits  to  the  fame  place.  I 
was  received  there  with  the  fame  air  of  fatisfaction, 
and  my  intentions  appearing  to  be  fufficiently  under- 
itood  by  thofe  of  my  father,  flie  continued  to  treat 
me  with  a  goodnefs,  which  made  the  temptation  ve- 
ry dangerous.  Neverthelefs,  in  the  very  mid  ft  of 
the  peril,  and  it  may  be  in  the  moment  when  it  was 
tnoft  urgent,  fince  I  was  then  alone  with  the  beauti- 
ful creature  who  occafioned  it,  I  formed  a  moil  ex- 
traordinary deiign,  the  fuccefs  of  which  hath  made 
me  thankful  to  heaven  for  having  infpired  me  with 
it. 

Upon  occafion  of  fome  queilions  which  fhe  afked 
me  concerning  the  age  and  health  of  my  father,  I 
told  her,  that  being  yet  under  forty  years  old,  and 
enjoying  a  perfect  health,  it  was  ftrange  that  he  fho-uld 
be  fo  determinately  bent  againft  marriage,  which  ne- 
verthelefs  was  an  engagement  abundantly  more  fuit- 

able 
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able  for  him  than  me;  that  felf- love  did  not  at  all 
hinder  me  from  opening  my  eyes  upon  my  imper- 
fections, and  ccnfefii-ig,  that  my  heart  and  my  per- 
fon  would  be  but  a  lorry  prefent  for  a  lady  of  her 
merit  ;  that  the  juftice  which  I  knew  how  to  do  my 
felf,  and  the  fincere  efteem  I  had  for  her,  made  me 
with  reafon  fear  that  file  did  herfelf  violence  in 
fuffering  my  prefence  and  conversion  *,  in  fine,  that 
it  were  to  be  wifhed  fer  her  fake,  ami  for  the  rntereft 
ofourhoufe,  that  my  father,  inftead  of  offering  me, 
had  himfelf  made  a  tender  of  his  heart  and  hand 
unto  her  :  I  added,  that  if  (lie  could  relifh  this  over- 
ture, and  lend  a  helping  hand  to  my  project,  I  did 
not  at  all  defpair  of  bringing  it  to  a  go«d  iffue. 
And  obferving  that  my  propofal  had  thrown  her  into 
a  little  embarrafment,  I  intrcated  her  to  unfold  hcr- 
felf  freely,  and  to  depend  intirely  upon  my  fincerity 
and  honour.  Having  pondered  on  the  matter  for  a 
moment,  fhe  made  me  an  anfwer,  which  did  not 
leave  me  the  leaft  room  to  doubt  of  her  true  fen- 
timents.  She  faid,  that  me  took  my  addrefTes  as  a 
very  high  honour,  but  fince  I  had  fo  little  taflc 
for  matrimony,  me  found  herfelf  fo  prepoffefTed  in 
favour  of  our  houfe,  that  (he  would  freely  accept 
of  my  father's  hand,  if  fhe  could  not  obtain  that 
of  his  fon.  I  difcovered  an  infinite  joy  to  find 
her  in  this  difpofition.  Thus,  being  perfuaded  of 
my  fincerity,  fhe  made  no  difficulty  of  committing 
to  me  the  care  of  her  interests,  and  of  promiling 

King  on  her  part  to  give  her  pow- 
er of  triumphing  over  the:  indifference  of  my  fa- 
ther. 

As   the   folc  reafon  that  eft  ranged  him  from   wo- 
men   was    the    remembrance    of   my    mother,     . 
he   had   loved    paffionatel  ra«   no  difficult   tafk 

for    a    young     lady.  with   as    much    wit    as 

beauty,  and  who  made  it  her  rhuly  to  appear  ami- 
able in  Lis  eyes,  to  efface  thofe  i  hich  time 
alone  ought  before  now  to  have  enfeebled.  1  fecond- 
ides  with  all  my  power,  and  I  had  two 
qmks  for  my  zeal,  .  ere  pretty  near  ti 
A  5 
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the  defire  of  feeing  my  father  happy  by  a  new  mar- 
riage, and  the  fear  of  being  myfelf  obliged  to  enter 
into  that  ftate,  if  he  fhould  periift  in  his  firft  re- 
folutions.  By  force  then  of  importunity  and  appli- 
cation I  acquired  not  only  a  ftepmother,  who  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  her  life  highly  merited  my  re- 
verence and  affection,  but  alfo  liberty  to  follow  my 
inclination  of  embracing  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  to 
which  I  had  the  call  of  heaven.  In  the  firft  year  of 
this  happy  marriage  the  almighty  gave  me  a  brother, 
and  his  birth  was  as  it  were  a  iignal  for  the  permiffi- 
on  I  obtained  of  entering  into  a  new  courfe  of  life. 

I  got  my  father's  confent  to  go  to  Carrick-fer- 
gus,  and  apply  myfelf  to  a  more  regular  courfe  of 
iludy  under  the  care  of  fome  Romifh  ecclefiaftics, 
who  there  privately  taught  the  divine  and  human 
fciences.  I  fpent  many  years  there,  and  did  not  re- 
turn to  my  father's  houfe  until  I  had  received  holy 
orders  from  the  Catholic  archbifhop  of  Armagh. 
Being  irretrieveably  engaged  to  xhe  fervice  of  heaven, 
I  confidered  the  choice  of  two  forts  of  employments, 
to  which  a  Rornifh  prieft  might  apply  himfelf  in  Ire- 
land. Since  the  Reformation  had  become  the  pre- 
vailing religion  in  Ireland,  there  were  few  towns  in 
it,  or'even-  villages,  which  were  intirely  made  up  of 
Catholics  :  Neverthelefs,  there  were  yet  a  number 
fufficient  to  form  from  an  union  of  divers  places  fome 
confiderable  parifhes,  which  are  ordinarily  under  the 
conduct;  of  a  parlon  or  a  dean,  and  fometimes  e- 
ven  of  many  pricfts.  In  other  places  of  the  kingdom, 
where  it  would  be  difficult  enough  to  reckon  two  Ca- 
tholics among  an  hundred  proteftants,  they  receiv- 
ed no  other  fpiritual  fuccour  than  from  travelling 
mifiionaries,  who  employ  their  zeal  from  town  to 
town,  either  to  comfort  the  fmall  number  of  the 
faithful,  or  to  reclaim  to  the  Roman  communion  fuck 
proteftants  as  they  may  gain  over  by  their  private  ex- 
hortations :  But  they  have  need  of  great  circumfpec- 
tion  to  contain  themfelves  within  the  bounds  allow- 
ed by  the  laws  ;  and  if  they  are  of  the  regular 
clergy,    they    cannot  take  one  fingle  itep  that  doc$ 
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ti6t  expofe  them  to  punifhment  ;  becaufe  their  very 
entrance  into  the  realm  is  forbidden  under  the  penal- 
ty of  death.  Having  then  the  choice  of  either  of 
thefe  two  parties,  I  might  pofiibly  have  followed  the 
motions  of  my  zeal,  that  made  me  look  upon  the 
fecond  as  the  moil  laborious  and  mod  apoflolic ; 
but  the  redoubled  inftances  of  my  father  and  my 
ftepmother  flopped  me  fhort  again il  my  inclinations, 
and  fixed  me  in  a  parifh  the  neareit  to  their  manfion- 
houfe. 

This  was  a  little  town  called  Killerine  or  Cole- 
raioe,  feated  on  the  river  Bann,  at  the  extremity  of 
the  county  of  Antrim,  and  dependent  on  the  jurif- 
diction  of  the  bifhop  of  Londonderry.  The  Romifh 
religion  had  been  fo  well  preferred  in  this  place,  that 
the  much,  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  made  an 
open  profeffion  of  it.  The  clergy  were  numerous 
there,  and  the  dean,  who  was  their  head,  had  a  re- 
fpect  payed  him  little  inferior  to  a  bifhop.  I  en- 
gaged myfclf  to  this  town,  having  firfl  received  the 
million  of  the  archbifhop  of  Armagh  ;  and  I  lived 
there  many  years  in  profound  quiet,  dividing  my 
time  between  the  functions  of  my  calling  and  the 
iludy  of  the  holy  fcriptures.  Ten  years  had  paflcd 
over  in  this  tranquillity,  when  the  dean  happening 
to  die,  my  birth,  and  the  rank  in  which  my  father 
flood,  made  them  call  their  eyes  on  m:  to  fill  that 
dignity.  I  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  choice, 
notwithftanding  the  weaknefa  of  my  talents,  and  to" 
renew  my  endeavours  at  lead  of  employing  in  tl*e  ex- 
ecution of  my  duty  all  the  ardour  and  application  of 
which  I  was  capable* 

During  this  time  heaven  had  continued  to  Hied 
its  hlcfiings  upon  my  father's  marriage  ;  his  fpoufc 
brought  him  a  fecond  fun  five  years  after  the  birth 
of  the  firft,  and  a  daughter  two  years  after  that. 
They  all  three  fo  happily  fhared  the  gifts  of  nature, 
that  (he  feemed  to  lludy  to  make  a  fort  of  a  re- 
paration to  our  family  for  her  rigour  to  me.  George, 
who  was  the  elded,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  p 
for  a  man  the  bell  made,  and  of  the  moll  agree- 
able 
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able  air  in  our  province.  His  brother  Patrick,  though 
not  Co  tali  nor  robuft,  yet  drew  more  attention  to 
him  by  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  his  face,  and 
the  gracefulnefs  of  his  whole  form.  As  for  their 
filler,  whofe  name  was  Rofe,  nothing  had  been  for 
a  long  time,  feen  in  the  county  of  Antrim  fo  per- 
fect and  amiable.  I  faw  them  grow  up  with  ad- 
miration, and  I  fometimes  afked  my  father  if  he  re- 
pented his  leaving  me  at  liberty,  to  embrace  an  ec- 
clefiaflical  flate,  and  of  charging  himfelf  with  the 
tare  of  providing  heirs  for  himfelf.  The  land  where- 
on he  made  his  refidence,  being  near  enough  to  Co- 
leraine,  I  had  the  liberty  of  going  there  often  ; 
and  without  neglecting  the  duties  of  my  funclion, 
I  watched  over  the  education  of  his  children,  who 
were  as  dear  to  me  as  to  him.  I  took  his  two 
fons  by  turns  to  my  houfe,  to  begin  the  forming 
of  their  minds  and  manners,  and  to  fit  them  for 
puriuing  .the  ufual  courfe  of  ftudies-  in  Trinity  Col- 
Jege,  *  Dublin.  They  there  diilinguifhed  themfelves 
by.  their  application  and  the  progrefs  they  made  in 
the  Sciences.  Heaven  at  this  time  took  their  mo- 
ther to  itfel.f ',  but  although  this  lofs  made  my  fa- 
ther defirous  of  calling  them  home  about  him,  yet 
1  prevailed  on  him  to  let  them  continue  where  they 
were,  to  rinifh  the  courfe  of  their  ftudies  ;  and 
Rofe  and  I  took  on  us  the  care  of  affuaging  his 
grief.  At  Jait  they  returned  from  Dublin  fach  as 
I  wifiied  them  to  be,  that  is  to  fay,  filled  with 
judgment  and  fentiments  becoming  their  birth,  and 
iheir  bodies  and  minds  fuiSciently  formed  to  do 
honour  to  thofe  who  had  th«  care  of  their  edu- 
cation. 


*  This  Scene  muft  be  in  the  reign  cf  King  James  the 
fecond,  'who  changed  the  College  from  a  Proteftant  to  a 
Popifh  Foundation ,  and  ivhen  thofe  of  the  latter  commu- 
nion rj:ere  admitted  to  Ji'uJy  there. 

Net- 
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Notwithftanding  fo  many  advantages,  their  parts 
and  behaviour  feemed  to  be  unprofitable.  Religion 
was  an  obftacle,  which  perfonal  merit  could  not 
vanquifh  ;  infomuch  that  with  all  the  qualifications 
which  rfually  give  a  diftin&ion  in  the  world,  they 
were,  like  their  father,  condemned  to  lead  a  pri- 
vate life  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  confine  them- 
felves  to  domeftic  bufinefs.  This  reafon,  which 
1  always  had  in  view,  was  the  thing  which  ob- 
liged me  in  a  more  particular  manner  to  give  them 
a  tafte  for  the  fciences  ;  thinking  that  they  would 
in  them  at  lead  find  a  virtuous  and  agreeable  re- 
medy againft  the  irkfomenefs  of  idlenefs.  The  want 
of  civil  employments,  from  which  their  religion  ab- 
folutely  fecluded  them,  was  not  all  ;  they  could  have 
no  hopes  of  advancing  themfelves  in  the  army  : 
But  I  was  not  ignorant  to  what  perils  they  might 
be  expofed  by  ambition  ;  and  the  examples  of  a 
great  number  of  lords,  who  would  not  have  changed 
their  religion  but'  from  this  motive,  made  me  ap- 
prehenfive  enough  what  I  had  to  fear  from  them. 
My  father  entered  with  me  into  thefe  fentiments, 
and  we  concluded  to  forbear  at  lealt  for  fome  time 
from  employing  them  in  the  world,  till  the  times 
fhould  be  a  little  more  free,  and  a  reign  more 
favourable  to  the  Roman  religion  than  that  of  king 
William. 

In   this   manner   they  fpent  many  years,  fometimes 
in    lludy,    fometimes    in    the    diverfions   of  the   field, 
other  innocent   amufements,    which    they    could 
procure    in  a   province  removed    far   from  court,  and 
at   a    diftance   from   great   towns.     They    came  often 
to    Coleraine,    and    1  payed  them    frequent  vilits    ;it 
their  eft  ate.     If  I  had   as  much  tendernefs  for  them 
as   my  father,   they   in   return    bore  as    much    refpect 
friendfhip    to  mc  as  they    did    to    him.      There 
never    was    a    family    better    united,   and   more    har- 
our    live;   in   fach    fwett   tranquil- 
lity,   that    nothing    bur  1    bufy   ui    in 
wilhing  for   a  d                                     H  e    hitherto   appear- 
ed to  be   very  muci:                 I  from  all  thole  fcl 
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that  could  trouble  our  repofe  ;  although,  to  fpeak 
freely,  I  had  already  made  fome  remarks,  which 
had  given  me  a  good  infight  into  thofe  things  which 
I  feared  would  come  to  pafs. 

Notwithftanding  the  continual  calm  in  which  we 
lived,  I  had  occafion  more  than  once  to  penetrate  in- 
to the  bottom  of  the  characters  of  my  brothers 
and  fifter.  Their  natural  inclinations  difcovered 
themfelves  in  order  to  betray  them.  In  their  opi- 
nions, in  the  choice  of  their  pleafures,  in  the  very 
object  of  their  ftudies,  I  had  room  to  obferve  that 
my  two  brothers  did  not  always  agree  in  fentiments  ; 
and  that  this  difagreement  proceeded  from  a  differ- 
ence in  their  tempers.  They  had  both  of  them  a 
great  deal  of  wit,  but  the  tempering  of  that  metal 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  fuch  a  metaphor)  was  not  at 
all  the  fame.  George  had  a  wit  more  piercing  than 
juft  ;  or  rather,  being  naturally  daring  and  perempto- 
ry, he  had  got  a  habit  of  judging  of  every  thing 
at  the  firft  view,  as  if  his  penetration  had  fpared 
him  the  labour  and  flownefs  of  fifting  the  argu- 
ment ;  and  though  it  often  fell  out  that  he  found 
himfelf  in  miftakes,  he  drew  from  the  fame  prin- 
ciple an  extreme  attachment  to  his  firft  fentiments  : 
Infomuch  that  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  bring  him 
to  own  that  he  was  in  the  wrong.  Another  effect  of 
the  fame  weak  fide  was,  that  every  thing  that  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  him  in  a  brifk  and  fparkling  form, 
and  confequently  laid  a  ftrong  hold  of  his  wit  and 
imagination,  could  not  much  fail  of  ftrongly  prepof- 
feffing  him  on  either  fide  of  the  queftion.  So  that 
the  firft  impreflion  went  a  great  way  with  him  in 
determining  the  whole  argument.  From  this  dif- 
pofition  it  happened,  that  notwithftanding  his  re- 
tirement and  the  tranquillity  of  his  occupations,  he 
nourifhed  fecretly  in  his  heart  an  ardent  love  for 
the  world,  of  which  he  had  got  fome  tafle  in 
Dublin,  and  which  he  had  figured  to  himfelf  more 
flattering  from  the  Ideas  reprefented  to  him  in  his 
reading.  The  nobility  of  his  birth,  the  misfortune 
to  be  born  in  fuch  a  country  as  Ireland,  his  continual 
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wiihes  for  fome  happy  revolution  to  bring  about  a 
change  in  the  government,  as  well  as  in  his  own 
fortune,  fuch  were  the  ordinary  fubjects  of  his  con- 
vention and  thoughts.  His  library  was  made  up 
of  nothing  but  hittorical  works,  ferious  hiftories  or 
romances  ;  he  had  the  fame  tafte  for  every  thing 
that  could  help  to  augment  in  his  imagination  this 
phantom  of  the  world,  with  which  he  was  charm- 
ed, yet  in  other  refpe&s  he  was  in  all  his  fenti- 
ments  good,  fincere,  generous,  fober,  intrepid,  and,  in 
one  word,  furnifhed  with  every  quality  neceffary 
to  form  an  honeft  man  in  the  common  acceptation 
of  the  words. 

Patrick,  though  he  was  five  years  younger, 
was  of  a  character  much  more  difficult  to  pene- 
trate. Although  nothing  was  fo  amiable  and  fo  pre- 
poffeffing  as  his  form,  nothing  a]fo  appeared  more 
fweet,  and  more  complaifant  and  flexible  than  his 
humour.  He  was  always  in  a  difpofition  to  oblige  j 
to  fubmit  and  acknowledge  the  merit  of  others, 
and  the  truth  of  their  fentiments  ;  to  condemn  his 
own  opinion  when  he  was  brought  to  fee  his  er- 
ror, and  to  teilify  his  gratitude  to  thofe  who  did  him 
fo  good  an  office  ;  and  this  he  would  do  with  fo  much 
grace,  and  fo  little  affectation,  that  it  was  furprifing 
to  find  fuch  an  uncommon  docility  in  a  young  man, 
in  whom  were  equally  united  all  the  accomplifhments 
of  wit  and  perfon.  But  that  which  was  difficult  to 
underftand  in  his  character  was,  that  Patrick  was 
a:,  infupportal-le  to  himfelf^  as  he  appeared  amiable 
in  the  eyes  of  others.  He  could  find  nothing  that 
was  capable  of  giving  him  fatisfa&ion,  or  of  ma- 
king him  relifh  one  real  fentiment  of  pleafure.  The 
molt  painful  occupations  were  no  more  to  him 
in  amufement,  which  always  lrft  fome  void 
to   till    in  the  bottom  oi  irt.     Whatever    de- 

lights   he    had  the    art    of  dhTu!in£   in     convcrfation, 
or    in    a    party    of  pleafure,    he  drew   no    benefit    to 
himfelf  from  thofe   tbiogl   which    created  high 
faction     in    others.      UihIt    a    gay     and     undilturbed 
-nance    he    carried    a    fecret    fund    of    mclan- 
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cholly  and  inquietude,  which  would  not  fufFer  him 
to  have  a  fenfe  of  any  thing  but  of  himfelf,  and 
which  without  intermifiion  provoked  in  him  a  longing 
for  every  thing  he  wanted.  Thefe  devouring  wants, 
this  abfence  of  an  unknown  good,  were  impediments 
to  his  happinefs.  I  have  drawn  this  picture  of  his 
heart  from  a  copy  which  he  himfelf  has  an  hundred 
times  given  me  in  bitterly  bewailing  his  own  peculiar 
lot.  Inline,  he  was  very  exact  in  acquitting^  himfelf 
of  the  ordinary  duties  of  fociety  ;  yet  he  found  him- 
felf often  under  conilraint  from  the  obfervances  of 
decorum.  He  voluntarily  preferred  folitude  to  any 
commerce  with  the  world  ;  his  books  being  his  only 
confolation.  A  juft  and  folid  argument,  a  happy 
expremon,  a  delicate  turn,  a  fentiment  tender  and 
well  conducted,  gave  him  more  pleafure  than  all  the 
riches  and  honours  of  the  world  ;  becaufe  he  found 
in  them  fomething  which  ferved  at  lean:  to  tickle  his 
heart  and  his  reafon  for  a  moment,  and  every  thing 
clfe  gave  him  only  fatigue,  and  even  infpired  him 
with  averfion  and  difguft. 

This  is  an  exad  character  of  Patrick,  fuch  as 
I  have  known  him  to  be  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life.  However,  I  did  not  come  at  this  knowledge 
all  of  a  fudden.  Upon  his  return  from  the  college 
of  Dublin,  I  difcovered  by  a  clofe  attention,  that 
he  had  fomething  very  extraordinary  in  his  character, 
but  it  took  me  up  a  good  while  throughly  to  unfold 
this  very  puzzling  riddle.  By  force  of  my  obfer- 
vations  I  thought  I  had  got  poffeffion  of -one  part  of 
his  fecret,  and  in  the  end  I  prevailed  on  him  by 
importunity  and  the  moll  tender  marks  of  friendmip 
to  fufFer 'me  clearly  to  read  the  bottom  of  his  foul. 
He  made  me  all  the  difcoveries  which  I  wanted  to 
unravel.  His  difeafe,  though  of  a  nature  fo  ftrange, 
did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  without  remedy.  I  of- 
fered him  then  one,  which  without  doubt  would  from 
that  time  have  been  proper  to  have  wrought  his  cure, 
if  he  had  had  fortitude  enough  to  reliih  the  rirft 
bitternefs  ;  but  the  queftion  was  how  to  fubmit  to 
fqme  violences,    to  which   Patrick   waa    uot  at   that 

time 
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time  in  the  lead  difpofed.  I  in  vain  attempted  to 
make  him  comprehend,  that  what  he  looked  upon  as 
a  misfortune  might  poffibly  be  a  favour  from  hea- 
ven, that  called  him  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  and  who  did  not  fend  him  the 
trials  of  thofe  perpetual  afflictions,  under  which  he 
groaned,  for  any  other  reafon  than  to  give  him  a 
longing  for  that  only  good,  to  the  poffcirion  of  which 
the  repofe  of  the  heart  is  attached.  My  exhoriations 
were  at  that  time  unprovable  :   Not  that  he  had  oc- 

1  to  fubdue  in  his  heart  any  habits  contrary  to 
the  common  duties  of  religion  ;  but  he  had  not  as 
yet  any  tafte  of  that  fublime  virtue  to  which  I  ex- 
horted him,  and  which  1  thought  neceflary  for  his 
repofe.  We  (hall  fee  by  what  ileps  it  pieafed  hea- 
ven to  conduct  him  to  it. 

If  I  had  occafion  of  a  little  fludy  to  fift  into  the 
bottom  of  the  characters  of  my  brothers,  nothing  in 
the  world  was  fo  eafy  for  me  as  to  underfland  that  of 
my  fitter.  It  was  legible  both  in  her  eyes  and  her 
countenance.  The  happy  temperament  of  her  blood 
and   humours,  which   formed  the   beauty  of  her  com- 

m,  ferved  not  only  to  render  her  foul  perpe- 
tually calm,  but  aifo  to  adorn  her  with  a  thoufand 
amiable  qualities,  and  to  communicate  as  many 
charms  to  her  mind,  as  it  diifufed  outwardly  over  her 
whole  pci Ton.  Sweet,  complainant,  extremely  moduli, 
as  well  regulated  in  her  deiircs  as  in  her  actions, 
nothing  was  (o  even  as  her  conduct  and  temper. 
.  't  a,  yet  made  reflections,  whither  a  wo- 
any  thing  elfc  than  for   the  little 

in    which    her    fttfa  her   employed  ;   and 

I    hare   fometimes   admired,   how    with    that    fund    of 
(be    had,    (he  could  fo  calmly  con- 
tain   berfelf  within    a    circh-   of    childiHi   amufements, 

'table  to  her  reafon  than  to  her  age.  liut  this 
Simplicity  j  I   from   the    innocence  of  all    her 

feniitneiil!,.      Sli  idfomc   without    klV 

I  without  intending  it  ;  and  (he  WIS  iad 
fori  .  '.  to  1 

cupati  ai!e  (he  hi  laintancc  with  that 

oi 
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of  others.  With  difpofitions  fo  happy  it  feemcd  as  if 
nothing  elfe  was  to  be  expected  from  her  but  modefty 
and  virtue.  For  my  part,  1  was  fo  perfuaded  of  it,  that 
having  had  it  often  in  my  thoughts  to  give  her  fome 
inftructions  more  ferious,  and  better  proportioned  to 
her  natural  talents,  I  waved  my  defign  for  this  rea- 
fon  alone,  that  innocence  being  the  moft  happy  lot  of 
a  virgin,  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  nfelefs,  and  might 
be  dangerous  in  furnifhing  her  with  hints  as  little 
neceffary  for  her  happinefs  as  her  virtue;  Never- 
thelefs,  when  me  had  paffed  her  fifteenth  year,  I 
fancied  I  perceived  that  her  then  age  had  made  fome 
little  alteration  in  her.  Whether  the  converfation 
of  my  brother  George  had  extended  her  ideas,  or 
whether  it  was  only  the  effect  of  nature,  I  obferved 
more  vivacity  in  her  eyes,  and  abundantly  lefs  fimplicity 
in  her  behaviour.  Her  blood,  which  had  been  till 
then  within  a  moderate  degree  of  warmth,  appeared 
now  to  flufh  out  in  heat  when  a  party  of  pleafure 
was  propofed.  She  took  a  tafte  for  reading,  but 
fhe  had  her  books  from  George ;  and  I  one  day  by 
chance  discovered,  that  he  fupplied  her  with  none 
but  romances.  I  fell  into  reproaches  againft  them 
both.  She  promifed  me  to  abandon  this  trifling  oc- 
cupation. I  believe  me  performed  her  promife  ;  but 
I  could  not  help  remarking  more  and  more,  that  fhe 
began  to  open  her  eyes  upon  her  own  merit,  and  was 
inftructed  in  many  things  of  which  before  fhe  had  no 
notion. 

I  never  went  to  their  houfe  without  renewing  my 
advice  and  exhortations  ;  which  the  efleem  they  had 
for  me,  and  the  friendfhip  that  they  knew  I  had  for 
them,  inured  them  to  receive  very  freely.  I  alfo  a- 
voided  with  care  all  fevere  and  difcouraging  airs. 
Moreover,  my  father  had  intrufted  to  me  the  con  duel: 
of  his  whole  family.  They  were  acquainted  with 
his  pleafure  upon  that  head  :  infomuch  that  this  good 
father  being  upon  his  death-bed,  they  found  no  pain 
in  promifing  him  during  his  laft  moments  to  have 
always  the  fame  docility  in  being  governed  by  my 
advice,   and  of  maintaining  the    fame    fentiments   for 
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me  which  they  had  for  him.  Nothing  was  fo  moving  as 
thefe  lail  marks  of  tendernefs,  with  which  he  took 
a  final  farewell  of  his  afflicted  family.  Having  ex- 
acted from  my  brothers  and  filler  a  promife  of  re- 
fpecting  and  obeying  me  during  their  whole  lives,  he 
obliged  me  alfo  by  an  abfolute  command  to  engage 
myfeif  to  them  in  holding  the  place  of  a  father  whom 
they  were  about  lofing,  and  of  regarding  them  al- 
ways as  the  mod  dear  obje&s  of  my  affection  and 
care.  He  enjoined  me  to  embrace  them  in  his  pre- 
sence, to  confirm  our  promifes  by  this  pledge  of  an 
inviolable  fidelity  ;  and  he  embraced  us  himfelf  one 
after  another,  bathing  us  with  his  precious  tears. 
He  died  at  fuch  an  age,  wherein  reafon  made  him 
abandon  life  without  regret,  becaufe  he  had  ac- 
cuftomed  himfelf  to  confider  death  as  a  tribute  due 
to  nature;  and  he  earried  away  the  fweet  confolation 
of  knowing  that  never  father  had  been  more  happy 
than  he  in  the  reverence  and  fincere  affection  of  all 
his  children. 

How  afflicting  foever  this  lofs  was  to  us,  it  made 
no  change  in  our  affairs  or  condition.  George  was 
paft  twenty-five  years  old,  and  was  now  in  the  flate 
of  charging  himfelf  with  the  conduct  of  a  family  ; 
and  he  did  fo  indeed  effectually,  having  fird  entreated 
me  to  yield  him  the  ufual  aflitance  of  my  counfels. 
We  continued  to  live  for  fome  months  in  a  perfect 
good  undcrftauding.  Patrick  was  in  his  twentieth 
year,  and  Rofe  about  feventeen.  Their  conduct  was 
nd  did  not  as  yet  give  me  any  difapnoint- 
;  for  what  I  have  already  hinted  of  their  cha- 
racter was  only  (as  I  may  call  it)  in  the  feed,  which 
yet  had  produced  no  crop,  nor  difclofcd  itfelf  to 
any  other  eyes  than  mine.  We  appeared  then  more 
calm  than  ever;  when  by  the  fecret  fprings  of  provi- 
dence we  had  a  future  lot  prepared  for  us  entirely  dif- 
ferent. Another  country,  another  fortune,  other 
itions,  and  other  cares  ;  in  fine,  adventures, 
afflictions  and  troubles  without  number.  It  is  from 
this  point  that  1  properly  begin   our  ilorv. 

ill. 
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Although  commerce  was  not  at    all  in  a  flouriming 
ftate  through  all   the   northern  parts  of  Ireland,  and, 
except  Londonderry  and   Carrickfcrgus,  there    were 
few  maritime  towns    frequented   by   llrangers  ;  how- 
ever, we   had    now    and    then   the   plcafurc  of  feeing 
fome  merchant   fliips   arrive   at  the  little  towns  feated 
at  the  mouths  of  rivers.     They  drew  from  this  fitua- 
ation  the  advantage   cf  receiving  directly  their  wines, 
their  oils,  and   other  commodities   which   nature   had 
denied  our  iiland.     Coleraine  being  but  a  league  from 
the  fea,  from    time    to  time   received  this   benefit  by 
means  of  the    river    Bann,  which    warned    its    walls. 
About  a  year  after   the  death  of  my  father  there  ar- 
rived there  a  French  veffel  laden  with  a  cargo  of  wine, 
the  captain   of  which  had   the    courtefy  of  making  a 
vifit  to    me,  as    to  the    head  of  the   catholics  of  that 
town.      His    name    was   de  PefTes,  a  young   man   of 
an  agreeable   face,   and   a    politenefs  uncommon   in  a 
Sea-faring  man.      I  received   him   with   that    civility 
which  I   thought   due  to  a  ftranger,  and  particularly 
to  Frenchmen  ;  the   people  of  which  country  had  for 
a  long  time   an   inclination  to  our  family,  on  account 
of  the  language  of  their  nation,    which   my  brothers, 
my  fifter  and  I  perfectly  well  underftood,  and  we  could 
not  excufe   ourfelves    from   mewing  fome  afFeftion  for 
thofe  who  fpoke  it.     The    merit  which  I  obferved  in 
Mr  de  PefTes,  was    a    frefh   reafon    for   my  defiring  to 
countenance  his   interefts.      I  entreated  him  to  be   no 
ftranger  at    my  houfe,  and  I  not  only  did  him    all  the 
fervices  necefTary  to    his    affairs,   but  when    I  thought 
I  was  acquainted  well  enough   with  him    to  treat  him 
with  confidence,  I   propofed  to  him  to  make  a  party 
with  me  to  go  fee  my  brothers  and   lifter,   and  afmred 
him   that   his   vifit    would,  be    agreeable:    We   took 
this   walk    more   than    once  ;  and   Mr  de  PeiFes   gave 
them   fuch    a    tafte   at   his    firfl    acquaintance,  that  I 
was  not  well   received   by  my  brothers   nor   by  Rofe 
when  they  faw  me  arrive  without  him. 

One  may  eafily  imagine  that  the  delights  of  France 
made  a  part  in  all  our  converfations,  and  that  Mr 
de  PefTes   did  not  at  all    fpare   to  draw  us  a  model 
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of  the  charming  pi&ure  of  a  country  that  gave  him 
birth.  The  enchanting  description  that  he  gave  us  of 
Languedoc  and  Provence,  and  of  other  parts  of  the 
realm,  made  them  appear  to  us  equal  to  the  abodes 
of  gods  or  fairies.  He  had  lived  a  long  time  at  Paris ; 
and  every  thing  he  related  of  that  celebrated  city 
excited  our  admiration.  Befides,  he  gave  his  reci- 
tal with  a  good  grace  ;  and  George  and  Rofe  were 
never  weary  in  lending  their  attention.  Even  the  in- 
quietude of  Patrick  found  fome  relief  from  it ;  and 
this  was  the  OrpheuB  that  fufpeaded  the  torments  of 
Sifiphus  and  Ixion. 

One  day,  as  they  appeared  charmed  with  his  dif- 
courfe,  he  took  an  occafion  to  fay,  ifl  a  more  grave 
tone,  that  he  could  not  but  be  furprifed,  that  perfons 
of  their  birth,  their  age,  and  perfonal  qualities,  had 
chofe  to  bury  themfelves  in  a  defert  corner  of  Ire- 
land, whilft  they  had  the  liberty  of  leaving  it,  and 
of  fpending  a  life  full  of  pleafures  in  the  fined  coun- 
try in  the  world,  that  for  thefe  twenty  years  pad  he 
had  carried  over  from  our  ifland  great  numbers  of 
worthy  people,  who  had  but  little  temptation  to  re- 
turn, having  once  got  a  tafte  of  the  charms  of 
France;  that  of  an  infinite  number  of  examples  he 
would  mention  only  that  of  Mr  Dillon,  wham  he 
had  the  honour  to  know,  and  who  was  loaded  with  all 
forts  of  favours  immediately  after  his  arrival  at  Ver- 
sailles; that  without  counting  upon  the  way  of  riling 
in  the  army,  to  which  this  gentleman  had  engaged 
himfelf,  there  were  a  thoufand  other  paths  to  fortune 
both  at  court  and  at  Paris ;  that  a  (li  anger  well  born, 
and  of  a  good  raein,  could  not  fail  of  the  protection 
of  the  molt  generous  court,  and  of  the  greatcll  of  all 
kings,  whofi*  chief  fubjects  might  be  confidered  as 
fo  many  Princes,  who  by  their  richts  and  magnifi- 
cence had  the  advantage  over  a  great  number  of 
Sovereigns,  and  placed  their  glory  in  following  the 
examples  of  bounty  and  generolity  which  they  were 
continually  receiving  from  their  mailer;  that  as  to 
thole  who  failed  of  making  a  fortune  at  court,  Paris 
prcfentcd  fuch  with  iucxhauttible  rcfources,  that  gaming 

there 
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there  alone  every  day  raifed  an  incredible  number, 
both  of  French  and  ftrangers  to  great  opulence;  that 
in  every  quarter  of  that  town  were  gaming  ordina- 
ries, or  rather  fountains  of  gold  and  iilver  not  to  be 
drained,  from  whence  the  good  luck  of  one  moment 
might  draw  up  wherewithal  to  enable  one  to  pafs  the 
longeft  life  happily;  that  an  handfome  well  made 
man,  who  has  no  tafte  for  gaming,  might  yet  with 
lefs  hazard  procure  himfelf  an  eftablimment  by  the 
means  of  women;  that  the  old,  the  young,  maids 
and  widows,  were  equally  idolaters  of  a  good  mein, 
and  that  a  young  man  with  this  fort  of  merit  might, 
when  he  thought  little  of  it,  marry  the  richeft  heirefs 
of  Paris;  that  if  the  French  ladies  had  fo  great  foi- 
bles for  the  men,  the  nobility  and  men  of  wealth 
had  yet  more  for  the  women;  that  at  court,  in  the 
city,  in  the  country,  a  perfon  of  the  merits  of  Mifs 
Rofe  might  aflure  herlelf  of  adoration,  that  there 
was  no  degree  of  rank,  of  riches,  or  of  fortune, 
that  were  above  her  views,  or  rather  that  (he  might 
not  expe&  to  fee  laid  at  her  feet;  in  fine,  to  give  the 
finifhing  ftroke  to  this  flattering  pi&ure,  Mr  de 
PefTes  added,  that  the  tafte  for  arts,  for  fciences,  for 
wit  and  beauty,  being  in  the  higheft  degree  of  per- 
fection in  France,  my  brothers  and  fifter,  who  poffefTed 
all  thofe  talents  united,  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
bury  themfelves  in  Ireland,  and  to  rob  his  country  of 
the  fatisfa&ion  that  all  the  world  would  find  caufe  to 
admire  in  them. 

Whether  this  difcourfe  was  uttered  with  a  ferioua 
view,  or  proceeded  only  from  a  politenefs  common 
to  the  French,  I  obferved  that  it  made  a  deep  im- 
preflion  upon  my  brothers  and  fitter.  George  looked 
fuccefiively  on  Patrick  and  Rofe  with  an  eye  that 
feemed  to  confult  their  approbation ;  and  I  thought 
I  faw.  in  their  eyes  fuch  an  anfwer  as  George  required. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  they  found  an  embarrafment 
in  explaining  themfelves,  they  at  firil  avoided  to  make 
a  direct  anfwer  to  the  propofals  and  flatteries  of 
Mr  de  PefTes.  In  fine,  George,  wearied  with  doing 
himfelf  fuch   violence,    call    his    eyes    again    on    his 

bro- 
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brother  and  filler,  to  allure  himfelf  of  their  con- 
fent,  and  taming  to  me  :  I  am  very  backward,  fays 
he,  in  applying  to  myfelf  all  that  is  flattering  in  the 
compliments  of  Mr  de  Peffes,  and  of  promifing 
myfelf  all  the  advantages  which  his  civility  makes 
us  hope  for  ;  but  fince  fo  many  other3  have  paffed  in- 
to France,  and  have  been  well  received  there,  why 
may  not  we  follow  their  examples,  fince  it  is  cer- 
tain we  are  obliged  to  do  fo  by  the  fame  reafons. 
He  then  afked  wha,t    I  myfelf  thought  of   the  pro- 

jca. 

I  confefs  I  found  myfelf  in  my  turn  under  fome 
confulion,  fince  upon  the  whole,  the  filence  of  the 
two  others  convinced  me  that  they  had  the  fame  fen- 
timents  as  their  brother.  I  too  well  knew  the  bot- 
tom of  their  characters,  to  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  de- 
ceived. My  fifler  reddened  with  joy  at  the  time 
that  Mr  de  Peffes  had  affured  her  with  an  air  of 
flattery,  that  (Tie  mould  be  adored  in  France,  and 
that  there  was  no  country  in  the  world  where  more 
juftice  was  done  to  the  merit  of  women.  George 
was  dazzled  with  the  brilliant  picture  he  had  drawn 
of  Paris,  and  of  the  court,  and  upon  the  whole, 
with  the  eafc  by  a  little  induftry  of  finding  means 
there  of  elevating  himfelf  to  riches  and  honours.  In 
truth,  the  example  of  Mr  Dillon  was  feducing. 
This  Gentleman,  with  whom  he  had  been  educated 
in  Dublin,  and  who  was  neither  richer,  nor  of  a  bet- 
ter family  than  we,  had  not  at  all  any  other  title 
than  George  to  afpire  to  court  favours.  In  fine,  I 
plainly  perceived,  that  thefe  gaming  ordinaries  where 
they  played  fo  high,  and  where  the  molt  unfortunate 
might  hope  to  become  rich  at  laft,  if  fortune  did  but 
favour  them  for  a  moment,  had  put  the  finiflung 
hand  to  the  gaining  over  of  George,  and  did  not 
fuffer  him  from  that  time  to  look  upon  Ireland  but 
with  contempt. 

As  to  Patrick,  it  was  enough  to  propofc  any  thing 
to  him.  in)  kr  a  fliape  of  novelty,  to  infpire  him  with 
a  defne  for  it  ;  not  indeed  that  he  conceived  any 
ftrong  taflc   for  what  he  began  to  defire,   but  becaufc 

being 
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being  difgufted  with  all  that  he  poffeffed,  his   heart 
promifed  him  more  fatisfaction  in  a  change. 

The  only  anfvver  which  I  gave  to  them  and  to 
Mr  de  Peffes  turned  upon  the  difficulties  of  fuch  a 
propofal.  A  project  of  this  importance,  fays  I,  can- 
not be  executed  fo  eafily  as  it  is  formed.  You  do  not 
at  all  confider  what  it  is  to  abandon  one's  country  to 
pafs  into  an  unknown  land,  where  one  may  be  un- 
certain of  finding  fupport  and  protection.  Do  you 
believe  that  one  can  live  on  nothing  in  France  ?  And 
without  reckoning  the  neceiTary  charges  of  the  voy- 
age, how  do  you  flatter  yourfelves  to  gain  a  fupply 
for  your  firft  cxpences  on  your  arrival  at  Paris.  When 
you  reflect  on  felling  your  patrimony  here,  you  know 
well  that  this  is  not  a  bufinefs  very  eafily  to  be  accom- 
plished in  Ireland  ;  and  fuppofmg  you  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  difpofing  of  it,  you  cannot  draw  from  it  near 
the  value.  They  had  nothing  to  reply  to  objections 
of  fuch  weight  :  But  if  they  were  not  prepared  to 
yield  to  them  at  firft,  it  was  no  more  than  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  meditating  at  leifure  on  the  means  of 
coming  to  a  refolution.  In  effect,  in  a  few  days  af- 
ter, my  brother  George  took  an  occafion  to  fpeak  to 
rae  in  private,  and  told  me  that  having  maturely  deli- 
berated with  Patrick  and  his  lifter,  and  drawn  from 
Mr  de  Peffes  all  the  lights  that  might  favour  their  pro- 
ject, they  were  confirmed  in  the  refolution  of  quitting 
Ireland;  that  indeed  they  were  at  firft  cooled  by  my 
objections,  but  that  it  depended  on  him  alone  to  defeat 
\hem;  thai  if  I  would  not  only  confent  to  their  de- 
parture, but  become  the  head  of  their  enterprize  and 
guide  of  the  voyage,  they  did  not  at  all  apprehend 
the  difficulties  which  I  had  forecailed  ;  that  he  could 
not  find  many  obftacles  to  the  felling  of  our  patrimony, 
fince  the  qucftion  wa3  in  fixing  an  eftablifhment  more 
agreeable  and  advantageous  in  a  charming  country, 
where  they  took  a  glory  in  treating  ftrangers  with 
civility,  and  where  the  example  of  a  great  number  of 
our  countrymen  feemed  to  invite  us;  that  as  to  the  lit- 
tle money  we  could  draw  from  our  lands,  it  would 
fuffice  not  only  for  our  voyage,  but  for  fupporting  us 
commodioufly  at  Paris,  until  providence,  and  the  ge- 
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of  the  French  had  found  out  fome  cccafion  of  em- 
ploying us;  that  as  to  me,  having  pafied  all  my  life 
to  good  purpofe  in  ftudy,  I  need  not  at  all  doubt  but 
the  clerory  of  France  would  treat  me  with  diftinction, 
and  quickly  give  me  an  opportunity  of  exercifmg  my 
talents  ;  that  we  could  eafily  find  a  way  to  difpofe  of 
our  fitter,  either  by  marrying  her  at  Paris,  where 
they  fay  beauty  is  an  infallible  road  to  fortune,  or  in 
prcferrm  gutter  -honourably  to  fome  lady  of  the  Wrft 
diftin&ion  ;  that  as  to  himfelf  and  Patrick,  they  had 
each  of  them  a  fvvord,  and  by  the  favour  of  heaven 
enough  of  good  blood  in  their  veins  to  open  to  them- 
felvei  an  honourable  road  in  the  profeffion  of  arms, 
if  nothing  prefented  more  advantageous  for  their  etla- 
bliihment  ;  that  they  required  only,  that  I  mould 
continue  to  afiiit  them  as  a  father,  as  I  had  hitherto 
done  with  extreme  goodnefs,  and  they  had  fo  much 
confidence  in  my  wifdom  and  affe£lion,  ihat  they  pro- 
mifed  themfclves  all  forts  of  good  fortune  under  my 
conduct. 

The  air  with  which  he  accompanied  this  difcourfe, 
gave  me  to  underfland  more  than  his  reafons,  that  it 
was  abfolutely  determined  we  fliould  part,  and  that 
I  fhou'd  get  nothing  by  combating  this  refolution. 
My  confuiion  was  exceeding  great.  I  could  not  fay, 
that  the  choice  they  had  a  mind  to  make  was  not 
advantageous  for  their  fortune,  and  that,  at  the  age 
they  were  of,  with  fo  little  hopes  of  being  employed 
in  Ireland  or  England,  they  had  not  good  rcafou 
to  think  of  fettling  in  fome  Catholic  Hate  :  But  I 
could  not  at  all  difcover  that  my  interests  were  the 
fame,  nor  coufequently  that  I  ought  to  fuffer  myfelf 
to  Lc  frayed  by  the  fame  motive;..  If  I  gave  car  to 
nothing  but  my  own  inclinations,  I  wig  faii^ficd  with 
my  benefice,  and  ambition  had  not  yet  made  me 
form  other  views.  If  I  confultcd  my  duty,  it  ap- 
peared 10  me,  that  being  engaged  to  a  flock,  which 
providence  had  committed  to  my  charge,  I  could  not 
abandon  it  without  infidelilty.  I  faw  miflionariei 
every  day  arrive  in  Ireland  from  France  and  the  l,ow- 
Counttiei,  who  furfook  their  country  merely  out  of 
Vol.  I.  B  zeil 


28  The  Dean  of  Coleraixe. 

zeal  for  religion,  and  who  came  to  employ  all  their 
lives  either  in  the  inftruction  of  Catholics  or  the 
converfion  of  Proteftants.  Ought  I  then  to  mew  lefs 
zeal  than  Grangers  for  the  falvation  of  my  country- 
men ?  Confiderations  fo  juft  mould  have  detained  me 
in  Ireland  in  fpight  of  myfelf,  if  I  had  any  propenli- 
on  to  quit  it  ;  and  they  (till  became  flronger,  when 
joined  to  the  tafte  1  naturally  had  for  my  refidencc 
it^Coleraine,  and  for  the  duties  of  my  employ* 
meet, 

In  the  mean  time,  having  made  fome  new  and  un- 
profitable efforts  to  perfuade  my  brothers  and  fifter  to 
change  their  defign,  I  found  myfelf  extremely  divided 
between  my  tendernefs  for  them  and  the  reafons  that 
ought  to  have  flayed  me.  To  fuffer  them  to  go  alone, 
and  abandon  them  to  themfelves,  was  another  kind  of 
crime,  of  which  I  did  not  think,  myfelf  capable.  I 
recalled  in  my  memory  the  laft  will  of  a  dying  fa- 
ther, and  the  folemn  promifes  by  which  we  were  en- 
gaged in  his  prefence,  they  to  vefpect  and  obey  me, 
and  I  to  affift  them  with  my  cares  and  counfels.  This 
engagement  was  the  moll  facred  of  all  my  duties. 
1  moreover  reflected,  that  the  bond3  of  nature  of  them- 
felvcs  outweighed  all  other  obligations,  and  that  if 
the  love  of  our  neighbour  be  commanded  by  the 
gofpel,  it  is  doubtlefs  with  a  juft  proportion,  by 
which  the  different  degrees  of  proximity  ought  al- 
ways to  be  regulated,  I  had  nothing  fo  near  to  me 
as  my  brothers  and  lifter;  I  loved  them  tenderly;  they 
merited  my  affection.  .Add  to  this,  that  from" their 
characters,  with  which  I  was  well  acquainted,  they  had 
all  three  very  near  an  equal  neceffity  for  a  guide,  at 
leaft  till  they  arrived  at  that  age,  when  the  heat  of 
their  paffions  (hould  abate.  In  tine,  this  laft  confide- 
ration  turned  the  balance  in  their  favour.  It  is  cer- 
tain faid  I  to  therij,  I  owe  more  to  you  than  to  all 
the  world  befides  :  But  this  is  to  fuppofe  that  your 
affection  (hall  always  be  fuitable  to  mine,  and  that  you 
will  religioufly  obferve  my  advice,  fince  this  is  the 
motive  that  makes  you  defire  my  company.     They 
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promifcd  me  this  with  joy.  In  confenting  alfo  to  ac- 
company them,  I  took  another  refolution,  with  which 
1  was  fo  much  the  more  fatisfied,  as  it  ferved  in  fomc 
meafure  to  reconcile  all  my  duties  ;  and  that  was,  not 
to  abandon  abfeiutcly  my  benefice,  and  to  make  my 
departure  confidered  only  as  a  journey  of  a  fhort  du- 
ration, which  I  had  undertaken  only  to  conduct  my 
family  into  France  :  1  committed  the  care  of  my  flock 
into  the  hands  of  my  vicar.  My  intention  in  reality 
was  fome  time  or  other  to  refume  this  dear  charge, 
and  to  return  into  Ireland  as  foon  as  my,  prefencc 
mould  ceafe  to  be  necefTary  to  my  brothers  and  filler. 
But  heaven  provided  for  me  another  lot,  which  it 
held  concealed  from  me  under  the  undifcoverable  veils 
cf  futurity.  I  was  going  to  commence  a  eourfe  of 
life  the  mod  ftrange  in  tha  world,  and  of  which 
there  had  not  been  feen  an  example  In  a  man  of  my 
character  and  profefiion,  and  to  find  myfelf  as  it  were 
condrained  to  follow  by  a  chain  of  adventures  fo 
extraordinary,  that  they  well  deferve  the  pains  which 
I  have  taken  in  writing  them,  in  order  to  render 
them  more  profitable  for  the  inftru&ion  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

George  fpared  no  paina  in  finding  readily  a  favour- 
able opportunity  of  felling  the  ellate  of  our  ancef- 
tori.  In  a  country  lefs  dcfolate  than  Ireland  it  would 
have  been  poflible  to  have  raited  enough  to  have  aiTured 
us  of  an  honourable  fupport  in  whatever  part  of 
Europe  we  bad  chofen  our  fan&uary  ;  but  all  thi  i«»i 
at  that  time  bore  fuch  a  vile  price  through  our  mifera-' 
ble  province,  that  it  was  difficult  to  make  three  thou- 
fand  piftoles  c*f  what  could  not  be  worth  lefs  then  ten 
thoufand.  We  could  not  in  like  manner  get  rid  of 
fome  country  concerns  which  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Colcraine  ;  infomuch  that  being  under 
a  necdmy  of  abandoning  them  intiicly,  I  could  find 
no  other  expedient  but  to  commit  them  to  the  trull  of 
the  fame  ecclclhdic  to  whom  I  had  confided  the  care 
of  my  flock.  He  took  the  charge  of  them,  with  the 
liberty  of  turning  them  to  the 'bed  account  for  hi* 
own  profit,  anJ  without  other  condition  than  to  delf- 
'     B  2  ve; 
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vcr  tli em  up  faithfully  to  thofe  who  mould  re-demand 
them  by  an  authority  from  us. 

Our  departure  was   not  long   deferred.     My  bro- 
thers  agreed    with    Mr.    de    PefFea  to  take    the  ad- 
vantage of  his  vefTel    for  our  paffage  ;  and  he  wor- 
thily promifed  that  in  our  favour  he  would  laud  U9  at 
Dieppe,  from  whence  the  journey  is  but  /hort  and  eafy 
to    Paris.     We   happily   reached  this  port.     Mr.  de 
PcfTes  came    on  more   with    us   out  of  complaifancc, 
and  his  company  procured  us  an  adventure  fo  advan- 
tageous, that  we  drew  from  it  the  meft  happy  omens 
for    the    remainder  of  our  enterprize.      Paffing    the 
evening  with  us   in  the   inn  where  we  took   up  our 
lodging,  he  efpied  a  French  merchant  of  his  acquain- 
tance, with  his  wife,  whom  he  alfo  knew,  and   lomc 
children  with   them.      He  faluted   them  kindly,    but 
the  conftraint  and   uneafinefs  which  he    remarked  in 
them,  made  him  think  that  they  were  not  well  pleaf- 
ed    to  be   taken   notice  of.       He  had  a  penetrating 
judgment,  and  as  he  knew  them  to  be  protectants,  and 
that  nothing  was  at  that  time  fo  common,   as  to  fee 
great  numbers  pafs  over  into  our  iflands   for  the   fake 
of  profeffing  their  religion,  of  which  the  exercife  was 
forbidden   in   France  by  the  king's  edicls,  he  did  not 
doubt  a  moment,  but  that  they  were  of  the  number 
of  thofe  fugitives^  and  that  the  fear  of  being  arrett- 
ed was  the  caufe  of  the  trouble  which  he   obferved 
in    them.      He,    who  was   very   far  from  doing  them 
r.ny  ill  offices,  on  the  contrary  made   hafte  to   deliver 
them  from  their  fufpicions,  in  alluring  them,  that  he 
favv    into    the    truth    of   their    defigns,  but,    that  far 
from  oppofins*   the  motions  of  their  confeiences,    he 
admired  the   zeal  that  made  them  prefer  their   religi- 
on   to    their   fortune.     This   difcourfe   reviving  their 
confidence,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  fupping  with  us; 
we  having  fir  ft  prayed  them  not  to   let  any  word  drop 
in  the  inn,  that  might  betray  them.  At  fupper  we  ad- 
mired the  fantafticalnefs  of  this  rencounter,  and  made 
divers  reflections  upon   the  conduct  of  heaven,   which 
fometimes   permitted  error    and  truth  to   have  a   near 
rcfemblance  in  their  effects.     Each  of  us  turned  this 
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thought  to  his  advantage;  but  what  caufed  our  ju(t 
admiration  was  this.  The  met  chant  abandoned  his 
country  for  the  fake  of  enjoying  in  our's  what-  we 
came  in  quefl  of  to  his  ;  for  if  religion  was  not  the 
fole  motive  of  our  journey  to  France,  it  was  at  lead 
the  principal  one  ;  iince  without  that  it  was  pofli- 
ble  for  us  to  think  of  eftablifhing  in  England.  Our 
views  were  then  in  effect  the  fame  ;  yet  our  princi- 
ples being  neverthelefs  fo  oppoiitc,  that  the  one 
could  not  be  true  without  fuppofing  the  falfity  of  the 
other,  we  were  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  in  ma- 
king one  of  the  greateft  facrifices  that  men  can  make 
to  heaven,  either  one  or  the  other  of  us  took  a  ftep 
both  falfe  and  unprofitable. 

After  fome  fervent  afpirations  that  thefe  thoughts 
made  us  mutually  offer  for  the  converfion  of  each 
other,  Mr.  de  Peffes  took  occafion  to  afk  the  mer- 
chant if  he  had  addrtfs  or  good  fortune  enough 
to  fecure  all  his  fubftance  in  a  place  of  fafcty. 
He  anfwered,  that  the  principal  part  of  it  confiding 
id  goods  of  export  and  ready  money,  he  had  the 
precaution  to  fend  them  to  London  before  his  depar- 
ture from  Paris  ;  but  that  the  fear  of  betraying  him- 
felf  by  fome  indifcretion  had  prevented  him  ffcin 
difpofmg  of  a  handfome  country- houfe  at  a  finll 
diitance  from  town,  and  which  without  doubt  would 
fall  into  the  power  of  his  friends,  when  they  fhould 
be  affined  of  his  efcape.  Heaven,  cried  Mr.  de  Peffes, 
addrtffing  himfclf  to  the  merchant  and  me,  heaven 
has  infpired  me  with  a  thought,  which  may  turn 
to  extreme  advantage   for   you    both.      You  have  left, 

lays    he,    fome   lands    in    Ireland,    and    Mr. has 

left  an  eflate  near  Paris  ;  fince  you  are  both  rc- 
folved  to  change  countries,  why  mould  ye  not  make 
an  exchange  of  cllates  ;  which  will  at  lcail  anfwer 
this  end,  to  fave  fomething  for  both  of  you  from  /hip - 
wreck,  and  will  prevent  rirangen  from  profiting  by 
your  fpoill  I  I  fee  no  difficulty,  added  lie  ;  for  you 
will  not  over- reach  one  another  upon  the  Inequa- 
lity of  lots,  let  it  go  on  which  fide  it  will,  finer 
you  arc  already  determined  to  lofe  all  ;  and  I  dan: 
J3   3  warrant 
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warrant  you,  that  from  the  motives  which  conduct 
each  of  you  in  your  views,  one  will  without  trouble 
obtain  in  France,  and  the  other,  in  England,  to  be  put  in 
poffefiion  of  the  eftatc  of  each  other  :  Do  you  two 
procure  only  a  deed  of  fale  or  donation,  which 
may  ferve  for  a  foundation  to  your  pretenfions,  and 
a  little  favour  and  protection  will  do  the  reft. 

The  merchant  did  not  hefitate  a  moment,  as  foon 
as  he  was  afTured  by  Mr  de  Pefles,  that  I  had  in 
reality  left  an  eftate  in  Ireland  ;  nor  I,  having  re- 
ceived from  him  the  fame  affurances.  We  confider- 
cd  no  further  than  to  execute  two  deeds  in  the  or- 
dinary form,  and  we  parted  equally  fatisfied  on  e- 
yery  fide.  I  have  not  forgot  the  name  of  this  ho- 
neft  man,  to  whom  our  family  is  fo  much  indebt- 
ed for  the  firft  fruits  of  its  eftablimment  in  France. 
He  was  called  Mr  de  Lezan.  The  acknowledge- 
ments we  thought  we  owed  him,  and  which  were 
not  diminished  by  what  he  owed  us,  obliged  us  to  Itay 
eight  days  at  Dieppe  to  favour  his  departure. 

I  was  exceedingly  furprifed,  when  we  were  prepa- 
ring to  take  leave  of  this,  town,  to  hear  Mr  de 
Peuel  fay,  that  he  defigced  to  accompany  us  as  far  as 
Paris,  and  that  trotting  to  the  fkill  of  his  lieutenant, 
he  had  committed  to  him  the  care  of  his  fhip,  du- 
ring the  reft  of  the  voyage.  I  gave  but  a  flight  op- 
poiition  to  this  offer,  fuch  as  one  ufually  gives  to  an 
txcehlve  civility,  which  one  is  not  difplcafed  to  re- 
ceive. Having  made  a  long  abode  at  Paris,  he  had 
it  in  his  power  to  do  us  confiderable  fervices  at 
our  arrival,  and,  upon  the  whole,  to  facilitate  the 
means  of  drawing  fome  profit  from  the  deed  of 
Mr  de  Lezan.  But  this  zeal  to  oblige  us  made  me 
open  my  eyes  upon  a  thing,  of  which  till  then  "I 
had  not  the  lead  fufpicion.  Mr  de  Pefles  was  be- 
come fenfible  of  the  merit  of  my  fifter,  and  could 
not  refolve  to  part  with  her  ;  ^o  that  what  I  thought 
an  action  of  politenefs,  was  in  reality  no  other 
than  an  effect  of  love.  This  difcovery  did  not  give 
me  any  difturbance  ;  on  the  contrary,  hoping  that  the 
wit  and  beauty  of  Rofe  might  ferve  to   recommend 
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her  in  France  to  fome  advantageous  fettlement,  I 
flattered  myfelf,  that  without  going  further,  her 
good  fortune  prefented  to  her  in  the  perfon  of  Mr 
de  PeiTes  all  that  (he  could  defire.  He  was  young  and 
well-made,  and  his  expences  gave  me  room  to  judge 
that  he  was  rich  ;  and  though  he  was  not  of  a  birth 
equal  to  ours,  yet  the  fituation  of  our  affairs,  and  the 
condition  of  itrangers,  ought  to  make  us  lefs  delicate 
upon  fuch  an  inequality.  I  looked  therefore  with  a 
very  undiflurbed  eye  on  his  ailiduities  about  my 
filler,  au^  on  the  marks  that  he  continually  gave  her  of 
his  affection.  My  two  brotherc,  who  took  notice  of 
it  as  well  as  I,  looked  upon  it  in  the  fame  light  as  I 
did,  and  when  they  put  me  in  mind  of  what  they 
had  remarked,  we  all  three  agreed  in  the  conceit 
that  the  addreffes  of  Mr  de  Pefic6  was  an  advan- 
tage both  for  her  and  for  us.  The  opinion  which 
we  had  conceived  of  him  wa«  augmented  at  Rouen, 
where    he   brought    us     into     the    a*.  2    of    a 

great  many  creditable  people,  who  were  the  frienda 
of  his  father  or  his  own,  and  from  whom  we  dexte- 
roufly  drew  all  the  tefiimonies  that  could  give  us  af- 
furauces  of  hi3  wealth ;  and  though  we  could  re- 
ceive no  fatisfa&iou  r.s  to  the  nobility  of  his  fa- 
mily, yet  at  lead  we  had  fufficicnt  evidence  of  vvlut 
confidcration  it  was  in  his  country,  and  of  the  ho- 
nourable rank  it  held  there  in  the  gown,  and  in 
commerce.  We  obtained  befides,  at  Rouen,  fome 
letters  of  recommendation  to  many  perfons  of  the 
fir  ft    ra;  n'.ing    them    with    the    exchange    of 

eftatcs,  which  I  had  made  with  Mr  de  Lczan,  rc« 
quelling  them,  in  favour  of  it,  to  give  us  all  the 
furtherance  and  credit  they  had  at  court,  either  by 
themfclves  or  their  friends. 

We  arrived  at  Paris  in  a  fcafun  of  great  plenty, 
and  when  luxury  and  pleafurc  fecmed  to  be  the 
bufinefs  of  people  of  all  conditions.  This  fight 
wa3  new  to  us,  who  hitherto  had  few  nothing  but 
poverty  and  mifery  in  the  defohtc  villages  of  Ire- 
land. I  remarked  a  Qmfible  eflfeft  that  this  change 
produced  in   my  brotheri   and  filler.     Before  v.  c 
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tered  into  any  thoughts  of  ferious  bufmefs,  we  cm- 
ployed  fome  days  in  recovering  ourfelves  from  the 
fatigues  of  our  journey.  But  I  was  the  only  one 
of  our  company,  who  profited  by  this  repofc.  My 
brothers  fptnt  their  mornings  and  evenings  in  run- 
ning about  the  town,  in  making  acquaintances, 
and  being  introduced  into  all  the  places  to  which 
they  could  obtain  accefs.  My  filler  paffed  whole 
days  at  her  window,  with  an  eager  curiofity  of 
feeing  and  obferving  every  thing,  and  appeared  as 
if  (he  had  been  enchanted  with  the  magnificence  of 
drefs  and  equipage  prefenting  themfelves  to  her  eyes. 
In  the  evenings,  when  flipper  time  drew  us  together, 
I  was  obliged  to  endure  the  eternal  ftories  of  George, 
who  gave  us  relations  of  what  he  had  feen  ;  as 
well  as  the  accounts  of  Rofe,  who  was  no  lefs  charm- 
ed with  all  the  objects  which  had  given  her  em- 
ployment at  her  polt.  The  taftc  or  lather  the  paf- 
fum,  which  they  had  for  the  world,  declared  itfelf 
even  in  their  countenances  and  tone  of  their  fpeech. 
I  had  not  the  lead  doubt  but  that  their  imaginations 
were  faithful  interpreters  to  them  in  their  fleep, 
and  represented  even  in  more  lively  colours  thofe 
pleafures  which  they  had  admired  in  the  day.  Pa- 
trick on  the  other  hand  became  melancholy  and 
thoughtful.  With  pain  he  opened  his  mouth  to 
pronounce  a  few  words  :  He  feemed  to  mufe  on  e- 
very  thing  extraordinary,  aad  was  not  able  to  de- 
termine whether  his  reverie  proceeded  from  melancho- 
ly or  joy. 

Whatever  manner  I  had  to  explain  Patrick's  fen- 
timents,  I  could  neverthelefs  draw  better  omens  from 
them  than  from  the  exceffive  wandering  of  the  other  two. 
Mr.  de  PefTes  had  taken  a  lodging  different  from  ours; 
and  his  iirft  attention  upon  our  arrival  was,  to  inform 
himfelf  in  what  condition  Mr.  de  Lezan  had  left 
liis  afFair3  at  his  departure.  He  found  them  fuch 
as  we  had  underftood  them  from  himfelf.  As  foon 
as  his  friends  were  allured  of  his  efcape,  they  without 
fcruple  entered  into  poffeffion  of  all  that  belonged 
to  him,    and   the   country  houfe   was    by   no   means 

forgotten. 
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forgotten.  Although  we  ought  to  have  apprehend- 
ed fome  difficulties  in  making  our  eflate  turn  to 
account,  yet  the  zeal  and  induftry  of  Mr.  de  Peffcs 
in  the  end  removed  all  obstacles.  He  gave  mc  no 
other  trouble  in  the  conduct  of  this  affair,  than  in 
paying  fome  vifits  to  the  chancellor,  the  firil  pre- 
sident, and  the  archbifhop  of  Pari*.  The  protec- 
tion of  thefe  three  lords,  which  he  had  the  cre- 
dit to  procure  for  us,  fliortened  the  procefs,  and  in, 
fine,  put  us  into  the  peaceable  poffefiion  of  the  e- 
ilate  of  Mr.  de  Lezan.  We  returned  thanks  to  pro- 
vidence for  fo  eafily  obtaining  this  little  retreat,, 
which  at  firft  fight  appeared  to  be  exceedingly  a- 
greeable.  It  is  three  quarters  of  a  league  from  Pa- 
ris, and  in  a  fituation  fo  charming,  that  it  may  well 
pafs  for  a  feat  of  plcafure. 

After  having  rendered  us  this  important  fervice, 
Mr.  de  PefTes,  who  had  no  room  to  doubt  of  our 
acknowledgments,  and  had  many  reafons  to  be  af- 
fured  of  our  efteem,  fought  an  opportunity  to  open 
to  me  his  affection  for  my  filler.  He  was  utterly 
ignorant  that  I  had  penetrated  into  them.  His  com- 
pliment was  fhort  and  without  affectation,  but  pro- 
nounced in  a  very  timorous  tone.  I  anfwercd  him 
out  of  hand  with  an  air  favourable  enough  to  remove 
his  diffidence  ;  that  he  had  demanded  nothing  which 
I  was  not  well  difpofed  to  grant,  that  his  gene- 
rofity  and  hi.;  zeal  for  the  interefl  of  our  family 
merited  this  juft  return,  that  I  thought  myfclf  e- 
ven  very  happy,  that  he  hud  thrown  in  our  way 
portunity  of  acquitting  ourfelvca  to  the.  fatis- 
heart  by  the  molt  tender  inflances  ; 
in  fine,  that  if  he  had  fuch  love  for  my  filter  as  to 
d(.(ire  to  make  her  his  fpoufe,  I  fliould  not  only 
with  a  good  grace  join  their  hands,  but  if  he  had 
not  a&  yet  brought  her  to  a  difpofition  of  confut- 
ing to  their  mania  ,  .  to  employ  all  my 
10  make  her  conformable  to  his  defirei.  The 
joy  that  he  difcovcrtd  at  this  anfwer,  gave  me  I 
to  uoderlland  for  the  iirft  time  fomclhing  \vi 
sever  before  wag  fenfible  of  by  experience  ;  but  which 
15  5  an 
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an  infinite  number  of  other  examples  too  well  con- 
firmed in  the  fequel  :  I  would  fay,  that  the  tran- 
fports  in  which  I  faw  Mr  de  PefTes,  who  was  natu- 
rally difcreet  and  circumfpe£t  in  all  his  actions,  taught 
me  that  love  is  not  only  a  violent  paflion,  but  that 
it  pofTefies  the  imagination  with  as  fovereign  a 
fway  as  it  docs  the  heart,  and,  extending  its  tyranny 
over  the  body  and  foul,  it  diiturbs  all  at  once  both 
the  blood  and  reafon. 

This  tender-hearted  young  man  threw  himfelf  at 
my  knees,  embracing  them  with  a  motion  filled  with 
paflion,  and  not  being  able  to  find  words  exprefilve 
enough,  he  remained  for  fome  time  in  filence  more 
eloquent  than  any  words.  Coming  at  length  to  him- 
felf he  gave  me  the  moft  lively  thanks,  and  the  lead 
thing  he  offered  me  was  the  difpofal  of  his  life  and 
fortune.  I  was  till  now  quite  a  (tranger  from 
imagining  he  could  be  fo  amorous  ;  but  what  he 
added  enlarged  yet  more  the  idea  of  his  paflion.  As, 
fays  he,  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  fo  amiable  as 
Madam  Rofe,  it  is  alfo  impoffible  but  me  mud 
always  in  f pi  re  an  excefs  of  love.  What  I  am  go- 
ing to  tell  you  is  a  fecret  I  have  concealed  from  you 
till  now,  and  which  me  herfelf  knows  but  in  part ; 
for  it  is  not  indeed  credible  that  me  fnould  behave 
with  fuch  cruelty  to  me,  if  me  had  been  acquainted 
with  all  my  tendernefs.  He  then  told  me  that  his 
paflion  had  its  birth  in  Ireland  ;  that  there  he  had 
the  boldnefs  to  declare  his  love  to  her  ;  that  far 
from  being  repulfed,  he  had  found  in  the  beginning 
indulgence  enough  to  give  him  abundance  of  hope 
for  the  time  to  come,  and  that  he  had  continued  to 
flatter  himfelf  during  his  journey  from  Coleraine  to 
Paris,  but  that  by  a  change  of  which  he  was  igno- 
rant of  the  caufe,  and  which  threw  him  into  de- 
fpair,  he  found  himfelf  fo  far  removed  from  any 
hopes,  that  he  durft  not  accoft  my  filler  but  with 
trembling;  that  inflead  of  that  fwcetnefs  and  favour, 
of  which  (he  did  not  refufe  to  give  him  fome  flight 
marks,  file  now  treated  him  rather  with  fcom  and 
elifdain,    which  pierced  his  heart ;    that   it  was  this 

rgafua 
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rtafon  that  gave  rife  to  the  thought  of  opening 
fciro/elf  to  me,  in  order  to  gain  more  affurance  from 
my  approbation,  if  he  could  be  fo  happy  as  to  obtain, 
it;  that  the  fear  with  which  he  opened  his  mouth  to 
unbofom  himfelf  could  not  be  equalled  but  by  the  joy 
he  felt  at  my  anfwer;  that  the  efteem  and  amity, 
of  which  I  had  been  fo  good  to  affure  him,  was  to 
him  the  molt  fweet  conlofation;  but  that  if  I  would 
permit  him  to  expedt  any  testimonies  of  my  friend- 
fhip,  it  mould  be  to  re-eltabliih  him  in  the  hearty  of 
Rofe,  which  would  do  him  the  only  fervice  of  which 
he  could  be  fenfible. 

I  liftcned  with  great  attention  to  ad!fcourfe,of  which 
all  the  terms  were  entirely  new  to  me.  I  could  not  hein 
adding  to  my  former  anfwer  a  confirmation  of  tthat  I 
had  before  promifed.  I  am  of  an  age,  fays  I  to  the  me- 
lancholy Mr  de  PelTea,  and  of  a  profeflion,  which  gives 
me  but  fmall  permifiion  of  entering  into  the  fecrets  of 
your  little  chagrins  of  love.  Neverthelefa,  the  detail 
which  you  have  given  me  ferves  to  redouble  my  defircs 
of  obliging  you;  and  I  will  talk  this  day  to  my  filter 
in  a  fenfe  the  molt  conformable  to  your  inclinations. 
In  fhort,  I  went  to  look  for  her  without  delay,  and 
found  her  in  her  chamber  bufied  in  decking  herfelf 
out,  and  receiving  the  advice  of  George,  who  in- 
formed her  of  the  neweft  fafhions,  and  afinted  her  in 
following  them.  I  afked  them,  what  was  the  defign 
of  fuch  a  ftudied  drefs?  George  anfwered,  that  he  had 
propofed  to  his  fitter  to  take  a  walk,  and  that  as 
they  were  at  Pari?  it  was  no  way  proper  (lie  fhoulcl 
appear  abroad  dreffed  like  a  country  lafs  of  Ireland, 
ifon  to  take  this  anfwer  in  an  evil 
part,  I  contented  myfelf  in  giving  them  a  flioit  mo- 
ral upon  the  funerrluity  of  fome  parts  of- our  drefs, 
and  upon  the  cbildHhnefs  of  the  modes.  Jt  is  true, 
faid  I,  it  would  be  ridiculous  in  France  to  avoid  fol- 
lowing the  fafhions;  but  I  know  that  in  France  itfclf 
it  has  raifed  the  compaffion  of  fome  perfpns  of 
to  fee  them  followed  with  too  much  affect 
Mind  this  rule,  ,   which  I  found  in    a:i   excel- 

lent Fccacb  Author,  "  rcafonablc  women  receive   the 

u  modes> 
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"  modes,  and  add  nothing  to  them ;  they  are  not  the 
"  firft  to  take  them  up,  nor  the  lad  to  lay  them 
"  down."  They  could  not  but  approve  of  my  re- 
flection ;  but  neither  one  nor  the  other  of  them  were 
in  a  difpofition  to  take  and  follow  it. 

I  changed  the  difcourfe,  to  acquaint  R.ofe  with 
the  motive  that  drew  me  to  her  chamber.  I  dis- 
covered to  her  plainly  the  defign  of  Mr.  de  Pefles, 
and  his  fentiments  for  her.  I  added,  that  in  the 
circumtiances  of  our  fortune  I  liflened  to  his  pro- 
pofal  of  taking  her  to  wife  as  a  real  advantage; 
and  if  me  would  take  my  advice,  I  was  of  opinion 
flie  would  accept  of  his  hand  without  fcruple. 
George  was  a  witnefs  to  this  difcourfe,  and  I  did 
not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but,  having  remarked  at 
Dieppe  the  fame  fentiments  that  I  had  concerning 
this  marriage,  he  would  join  his  inftances  to  mine  in 
perfuading  his  lifter  to  confent  to  it.  Neverthelefs, 
he  immediately  anfwered,  that  he  was  furprifed  to 
fee  me  fo  foon  forget  from  whom  we  drew  our  birth, 
and  to  propofe   a    wine   merchant   for  a  fpoufe  to  the 

daughter  of  the  Earl  of .    For  his  part,    if  he 

had  any  influence  over  his  filler,  it  mould  be  to  re- 
main a  virgin  all  her  life,  rather  than  confent  to  an 
alliance  fo  unequal.  Rofe  anfwered  me  only  in  a  few 
■words;  but  they  were  fuch  as  demonftrated  the  fame 
repugnance  to  the  propofal.  Constraint  never  has  any 
power  over  the  heart  to  lead  it.  In  other  refpe&s, 
whatever  fuperiority,  age,  and  the  voluntary  regards 
«f  my  brothers  and  filler  had  made  me  aflume  over 
them  till  now,  yet  I  never  treated  them  with  hangh- 
tinefs,  nor  exacted  more  from  them  than  friendship  ; 
fu  now,  without  obferving  to  Rofe  how  ill  fatisfied  I 
was  with  her  anfwer,  I  confined  myfelf  in  reprefent- 
ing  to  her  all  the  reafons  that  had  perfuaded  me  of 
the  advantage  fhe  would  have  in  receiving  this  propo- 
fal, and  in  performing  the  word  I  had  given  Mr. 
de  Peffes.  I  recommended  to  her  at  leaft  to  treat  with 
a  little  more  kindnefs  and  com^laifance  a  man  to 
whom  we  owed  fuch  great  obligations.  My  lalfc 
words    made   her  fmile.    and    without   explaing   her- 

felf 
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felf  further,  fhe  looked  at  George  with  an  air  that  fig- 
nified  fome thing,  but  which  I  could  not  comprehend. 

They  went  out  together.  The  night  was  fur  ad- 
vanced when  they  returned  to  our  lodging.  Whatever 
inquietude  their  abfence  raifed  in  me,  yet  I  had  [q 
good  an  opinion  of  their  conduct,  that  I  went  to 
reft  at  my  ufual  hour,  fo  that  it  was  morning  before 
I  was  acquainted  with  their  return.  I  was  alfo  in- 
formed by  chance,  before  they  were  awake,  in  what 
buiincfo  they  had  employed  the  better  part  of  the 
night.  Mr.  de  Peffes  coming  to  fee  me  in  the  morn- 
ing, did  not  wait  till  I  had  given  him  an  account  of 
what  I  had  done  the  day  before  in  his  favour,  in 
order  to  know  what  opinion  he  at  prefent  had  of  the 
matter.  He  faid  to  me  with  a  forrowful  air,  that 
no  perfon  in  the  world  had  fuch  caufe  to  grieve  as 
he  had,  and  that  he  had  not  even  the  leail  hopes 
from  my  promifes  and  the  afliftance  of  my  friendship. 
He  told  me,  that  a  defirc  of  difpclling  fome  part  of 
his  uneafinefs  having  carried  him  the  evening  before 
to  the  comedy,  he  there  faw  Rofe,  but  in  a  drefs  fo 
brilliant,  that  he  could  not  believe  fhe  came  there 
without  fome  defign ;  that  prefently  the  box,  in 
which  fhe  fat  at  firft  alone  with  her  brother,  was 
filled  by  degrees  with  young  Lords,  who  foon  joined 
in  conversation  with  her;  that  there  came  up  one  to 
her  of  a  more  advanced  age,  to  whom  the  reft  gave 
place  in  all  appearance  out  of  deference,  and  that 
he  did  not  ceafe  one  moment  from  giving  her  tokens 
of  a  lively  admiration  of  her  charms;  that  upon  in- 
quiry he  was  informed  that  this  perfon  was  the  Duke 

of and  was  aifured  alfo  that  of  all  the  nobles  of 

the  court  of  France,  he  was  the  moil  paflionately 
amorous,  and  one  who  lead  regarded  honour  or  de- 
corum in  obtaining  his  fatufsction :  That  after  the 
pity  was  over  thij  Lord  had,  as  it  appeared  to  him  a 
offered  his  coach  to  Rofe  :  that  he  was  certain  fhe 
was  in  it  with  the  Duke  and  my  brother;  that  he  had 
the  curiolity   to  follow,  and    faw    them    alight   at  thy 

botel  of ,   where  the  Prince  of  that   name  g 

fuppcrj  which  was   to  be  followed  by  a  ball  ; 

that 
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that  love  or  rather  jealoufy  had  obliged  him  to 
mafque  himfelf,  in  order  to  obtain  admittance  into 
the  afllmbly  under  that  difguife  ;  and  that  during  a 
part  of  the  night  he  had  feen  Rofe  fparkle,  dance, 
attract  the  eyes,  receive  the  compliments  and  flat- 
teries made  to  her  beauty,  and  to  fhew  upon  the. 
whole  a  great  fhare  of  complaifance  and  regard  for 
the  Duke,  who  was  not  abfent  from  her  one  moment  ; 
that  indeed  her  brother  flayed  clofe  by  her ;  but  as  to 
himfelf,  whofe  eyes  this  fatal  night  had  opened,  he 
was  but  too  fenfible  of  an  alteration  in  the  inclina^ 
tions  of  Rofe,  and  had  nothing  left  to  hope  from  her 
affections. 

The  vexation  of  Mr  de  Peffes  nof  only  infpired  me 
with  great  companion  for  his  fufferings,  but  from  a 
forefight  of  thofe  things  with  which  I  was  threatened, 
I  found  myfelf  fo  diflurbed  and  afflicted,  that  I  alfo 
began  to  open  my  eyes  upon  the  'difficulties  of  the 
employment  I  had  taken  in  charge,  and  of  the 
danger  I  was  in  of  feeing  my  advice  defpifed  by 
my  brothers  and  filler.  Quarrels  and  divifions  could 
not  fail  to  be  the  end  of  thefe  proceedings ;  and  a6  a 
conclusion  yet  more  melancholy,  I  forefaw,  that  they 
were  running  into  libertinifm,  were  about  lofing  fight 
of  the  reafons  that  brought  us  to  France,  of  forgetting 
that  they  could  not  in  any  other  manner  procure  a 
folic!  edablifhment,  than  by  their  prudence  and  good 
conduct  ;  pofiibly  to  fquander  extravagantly  the  little 
fortune  we  had  brought  with  us,  and  of  obliging  me 
in  the  end  to  abandon  them  and  return  to  Coleraine. 
This  was  rather  a  deep  penetration  into  what  might 
happen,  than  that  I  had  fufficient  grounds  in  reality 
to  carry  my  forefight  and  fears  already  fo  far  ;  but  if 
one  confiders  as  I  did  then,  that  after  I  had  engaged  to 
take  this  voyage  to  France,  without  any  other  motive 
than  an  affection  for  my  family,  I  ought  yet  to  be  pa- 
tient, for  that  I  had  hitherto  found  that  tractablenefa 
and  fubmiflion  in  my  brothers  arid  filler,  which  they 
bad  promifed  me :  It  was  then  indeed  no  way  furprifing 

that 
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that  I  fhould  be  piqued  to  the  quick  tt  the  change 
of  their  manners,  and  fhould  put  fo  bad  a  meaning 
on  the  firft;  appearances  of  irregularity  in  their  con- 
duct. I  then  took  a  refolution  on  the  fpot,  to  fpeak 
plainly  to  them,  and  to  declare  roundly  thtt  they 
mould  not  at  all  have  any  dependence  on  me,  if  they 
failed  in  anfwering  the  ideas  which  they  gave  me 
hopes  of  in  Ireland. 

I  iutreatcd  Mr  de  Peffes  to  withdraw,  to  leave  pic 
at  liberty  to  execute  my  defign  ;  I  immediately  fent 
for  them  all  three,  and  though  I  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend, on  the  the  account  of  Patrick  deferving  my 
reproaches,  yet  I  thought  a  lecture  of  morality  would 
not  be  unprofitable  to  him.  They  came  to  me,  and 
I  prayed  them,  in  an  obliging  tone,  to  hearken  with 
attention  to  the  important  matters  I  had  to  lay  before 
them.  I  began  by  putting  them  in  mind  in  what 
difpofitions  they  were  when  they  made  me  the  firll 
propofal  of  their  voyage  to  France.  You  then,  faid 
I,, had  the  power  of  perfuading  me,  that  your  views 
were  to  reconcile  the  duties  of  your  religion  with 
thofe  of  your  birth  ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  find  out  a 
country,  where  you  might  hope  to  fit  yourfelves  for 
any  preferment  without  being  obliged  to  quit  the 
faith  of  your  anchors,  for  the  fake  of  attaining, 
the  favours  of  fortune  ;  I  confefs  that  fuch  a  motive 
Blight  withjuftice  make  you  wifh  to  abandon  your 
country.  As  to  me,  you  know  what  was  my  end  in 
this  adventure  ;  nothing  but  a  tendernefs  for  you, 
end  a  regard  to  the  promifes  made  to  a  dying  father. 
I  \ras  calm  and  unaiilurbed  at  Coleraine;  ambition  did 
n  >t  incite  me  to  any  thing  that  did  not  fquare  with 
the  duties  of  my  confeience  ;  my  fortune  wdi  bound- 
ed within  my  own  de  fires.  Notwithstanding,  I  made 
no  difficulty  to  abandon  my  employment  (the  only 
one  perhaps  agreeable  to  my  inclination.)  to  become 
the  1.  ;uide  of  your  enterprises.     This  is  the 

title   you  have  forced   me    to  accept,   but  you   cannot 
ler  what  conditions    ]  fubmittcd  to  confent. 
,   that  you  mould  purfue  all  the   paths 

agreeable 
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agreeable  to  honour  and  religion,  that  fhould  lead  you 
tofome  eitablifhment :  The  fecond,  that  you  fhould 
take  nothing  in  hand  without  communicating  your  de- 
figns  to  me,  and  without  having  taken  my  advice.  If 
you  had  been  faithful  in  obferviitg  thefe  two  promifes, 
I  fhould  have  kept  clofe  to  all  mine,  and  have  ex- 
pected that  heaven  would  have  given  a  blefiing  to  all 
our  enterprises.  But  if  you  are  already  fuch  as  I  am 
afharned  to  reproach  you,  and  that  you  will  doubtlcfs 
blufh  to  hear  what  I  have  to  fay,  how  do  you  flatter 
yourfelves  that  I  can  approve  of  your  diforders,  and 
maintain  the  leall  friendfhip  with  you  ?  Without  gi- 
ving them  one  moment  for  recollection,  I  immediately 
repeated  all  that  I  had  learned  from  Mr.de  PefTes, 
and  I  affected  to  give  an  odious  turn  to  circum- 
flances  even  the  moft  flight  and  excufable.  A  young 
lady,  fays  I  to  my  filter,  who  in  lefs  than  fifteen 
days  has  turned  her  back  to  all  decency  and  modeftjv 
who  makes  advances  in  giving  herfclf  up  to  the  ca~ 
refles  and  flatteries  of  men,  who  all  at  once  enter* 
into  familiarities  with  the  moft  leud  and  debauched 
lord  at  court:  A  young  man,  continued  I,  (addref- 
fing  myfelf  with  the  fame  warmth  to  my  brother) 
who  makes  himfelf  a  minifter  to  the  evil  inclinations 
of  his  filter,  who  fets  open  to  himfelf  the  road  to 
debauchery,  who  runs  headlong  to  his  own  perdition,, 
and  who  hurries  away  all  his  family  with  him  down 
the  fame  precipice  :  What  a  ftrange  manner  of  labour- 
ing is  this  to  procure  an  eftablifhment  in  France  by 
the  road  of  honour  and  for  the  caufe  of  religion  L 
or  rather,  what  a  horrible  beginning  is  it  to  ruin  and 
infamy  ! 

One  fees  here  that  my  moft  piercing  reproaches 
fell  upon  Rofe,  although  George  was  without  doubt 
the  moft  culpable.  But  I  did  not  make  this  difference 
without  a  view.  The  honour  of  perfons  of  her  fex 
being  of  a  more  delicate  nature  than  that  of  men, 
it  follows  that  precautions  are  more  neceffary  to  for- 
tify their  condudt  and  reputation.  I  was  well  pleafed 
to  have  terrified  my  filler  with  thofe  dreadful  images 

of 
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of  vice  aud  infamy,  and  to  have  magnified  a  little  her, 
imprudence  and  miftakes.  She  was  fo  mortified  with 
my  reprcfentations,  that  fhe  fhed  a  torrent  of  tears, 
whilft  George  employed  all  his  wit  to  give  a  favour- 
able turn  to  what  had  pafTed  between  them.  He. 
thought,  as  he  told  me,  according  to  the  project  form- 
ed by  us  in  Ireland,  to  marry  Rofe  honourably,  or  to 
place  her  with  fome  lady  of  diftinclion  ;  that  it  was 
proper  (lie  fhould  be  fcen  in  the  world,  and  make 
fome  acquaintance  in  it  \  that  he  had  with  this  view 
carried  her  to  take  a  walk,  and  from  thence  to  the 
play  ;  that  he  could  not  help  her  being  treated  civilly 
by  many  pcrfons  of  quality  and  honour  ;  that  as  to 
what  followed,  he  was  ignorant  that  the  Lord  menti- 
oned, with  whom  I  had  accufed  him  to  be  in  a  confe- 
deracy, was  a  debauchee  ;  that  indeed,  Monfieur  the 
Duke  of advancing  to  Rofe,  and  being  inform- 
ed of  the  "name  of  our  family,  had  made  tenders  to 
us  of  his  friendship  and  fervice,  and  propofed  to  in- 
troduce us  at  the  hotel  de which  without  doubt 

is  a  houfe  one  may  e.o  into  without  any  (hamt;  that 
they  had  been  received  there  with  diiiin£ion  ;  and 
that  having  it  before  in  their  thoughts  to  make  ac- 
quaintance among  people  of  rank  and  quality,  it  was 
a    happinefs  for  them  to  have   found  the  opportunity 

i!y  ;   that  he  applauded  himfelf  in  particular  for 
having  obtained    at  fo  little   expence  the  efteem  and 

protection  of  fuch  a  Lord  as  the  Duke  of ,  that 

he  had  promifed  to  take  the  interefts  of  our  family  in 
hand,  and  had  pufhed  his  goodnefs  and  complaifnnce 
fo  far  as  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  detail  of  our  r.iTaiis 
and  the  place  of  our  abode  ;  in  fine,  that  not  feeing 
any  thing  in  what  had  pafted,  which  could  defetvc 
the  name  of  diforder,  of  vice  or  debauchery,  he  was 
furpriied  at  the  rigour  of  my  treatment,  and  at  the 
odious  appellations  with  which  I  had  branded  his 
[u&. 
If  this  apology  was  finccre,  it  is  certain  I  could 
not  accufe  him   of  any  thing    but  imprudence  :    It  is 

le  he  might   have  been  ignorant  of  the   duke's 

character, 
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charafter,  and  the  danger  into  which  he  ran  to  ex- 
pofe  his  filter  :  Thefe  thoughts  made  rae  a  little  foften 
my  expreffions.  I  would  fain  grant,  replied  I,  that 
your  intentions  were  more  cxcufable,  but  they  do  not 
give  me  the  lead  room  to  apprehend  that  you  have 
not  acted  indifcreetly  at  the  bottom,  feeing  thofe 
things  that  might  here  be  made  fuitablc  to  your  in- 
terefts,  have  been  entirely  contrary  to  the  honour  of 
Rofe,  with  whatever  prudence  fhe  might  have  conduct- 
ed herfelf :  What  opinion  can  the  world  have  of  a 
young  lady,  who  in  the  firft  ftep  fhe  has  made  has 
chofe  for  her  guide  a  young  lord,  made  odious  by 
his  vices,  who  has  been  piefented  with  his  hand, 
been  feen  with  him  in  his  coach,  and  familiarly  pafTed 
a  whole  night  in  hid  converfation  ?  I  muft  take  no- 
tice, added  f,  calling  my  eyes  on  Rofe,  that  whether 
it  be  with  injuflice  or  reafon,  the  world  always  form 
their  judgments  from  the  firft  flep  taken  ;  poffrbly  a 
mortal  wound  is  already  given  to  your  reputation. 
Are  you  ignorant  that  fuch  a  lofs  can  never  be  re- 
paired ?  Bcfi des,  if  you  ever  fo  little  reflect  on  the  pre- 
sent fituation  of  cur  fortune,  you  may  well  judge 
that  the  work  of  our  eltablimment  is  not  likely  to 
take  its  rife  from  a  play  or  a  ball;  if  thefe  frivolous 
occupations  are  foroetimes  pardonable,  they  cannot 
be  fo  till  after  you  have  difcharged  all  other  duties  ; 
and  the  moll  important  of  your  obligations  is  to  dif- 
pofe  yourfelves  to  attain  the  favour*  of  heaven  by  a- 
well-regulated  conduct,  which  may  gain  you  the  e- 
fteem  and  protection  of  people  of  virtue. 

I  did  not  infill  upon  this  detail  otherwife  than  to 
juflify  my  own  conduct,  and  to  (hew  that  there  was 
nothing  unreafonable  in  my  complaints,  nor  too  much 
rigour  in  my  counfels  ;  neverthelefs,  I  was  not  fuccefs- 
ful  in  infpiring  my  brother  with  a  relifh  of  them. 
He  was  Miff  in  his  opinion,  that  I  ought  not  at  all  to 
condemn  him  of  having  profited  by  fuch  a  favourable 
opportunity,  in  raifing  to  himfelf  friends  and  protec- 
tors ;  and  as  to  what  regards  the  honour  of  Rofe,  he 
maintained  with  the  fame  obftinacy  that  fhe   had  not 

givea 
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given  the  lead  ground  for  fufpicion  or  detraction* 
feeing  (he  was  in  his  company,  and  had  comported 
herfelf  with  a  refervednefs  and  circumfpe&ion  beco- 
ming her  fex. 

We  parted,  not  well  fatisfied  with  each  other.  Rofe 
made  me  fome  apologies  in  quitting  my  chamber, 
and  I  had  at  leaft  the  pleafure  to  believe  that  (he  re- 
ceived my  advice  with  more  docility  than  her  brother; 
What  had  paffed  did  not  give  me  the  lcaft  fufpicion  at 
the  bottom,  either  that  any  thing  was  intended  con- 
trary to  the  duties,  or  that  he  was  lets  jealous  than  I 
of  the  honour  of  his  filler  ;  but  I  remarked  with  fome 
trouble,  that  our  ideas  were  widely    different    upon 

cad  ;  he  did  not  place  the  honour  of  a  woman 
in  any  other  thing  than  an  exterior  prudence  of  con- 
duct and  behaviour,  and  was  nothing  in  awe  of  the 
cenfure  of  men  ;  he  thought  the  reputation  of  his 
filler  fafe,    when  it  was  to  outward   appearances  con- 

l.  As  to  my  particular,  who  looked  upon 
things  with  another  eye,  I  relied  bint  little  upon 
thofe  virtues  that  did  not  derive  their  fources  from  a 
more  remote  original ;  and  being  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  character  of  Rofe,  1  had  reafon  to  fear 
that  her  heart  waj  capable  of  being  fofcened  ;  from 
whence  it  would  happen,  fooner  or  latter,  that  not- 
withstanding her  refoiution  to  fave  appearances,  Pne 
would  betray  herfelf  by  fome  weaknefs,  or  at  leatt 
muft  be  under  Infinite  difficulties  to  maintain  the  com- 
bat in  her  defence.  In  reality,  I  could  not  form  to 
myfelf  any  imagination  fo  frightful,  as  the  condition 
amiable  woman,  when  her  heart  being  by  love 
reduced  to    a    (late  of  weaknefs,    fhe  at  the  fame  time 

ives  the  neceffity  of  thofe  laws  which  compel 
her  to   lay   her  under   rcllraint.      What  flate 

can  be  more  terrible  than  to  be  obliged  inceffantly  to 
do  violence  to  one's  felf,  and  to  conceal  from  the  eyes 
of  others  that  poifon  which  (he  delights  to  nourifi)  in. 
:' 
Jn  order  to  affire  the  rtpofe  and  virtue  of  Rofo 
for  ever,    I   could  then    have   unfiled  that  fhe  had  not 

began 


4<£         The  Dean  of  Coleraine. 

began  to  have  feen  the  world  but  by  degrees.  Hes> 
intereft  not  having  had  lefs  ftiare  than  that  of  htr 
brothers,  in  the  resolution  I  had  taken  of  quitting 
Ireland  j  I  then  had  time  either  to  fortify  her 
heart,  or  at  lead  to  arm  her  with  diffidence  and 
precaution.  But  after  our  arrival  at  Paris,  George 
had  affumed  an  afcendant  over  her,  which  made  me 
fear  that  I  mould  find  her  lefs  traceable,  and  though 
he  was  capable  by  his  vigilance,  and  counfels,  to 
make  her  a  woman  of  diitin&ion  according  to  the 
notions  of  the  world,  he  was  not  at  all  a 
proper  guide  to  conduct  her  in  the  paths  of  vir- 
tue. 

Notwithstanding  fome  little  refentment  which  pof- 
fibly  might  have  remained  among  us,  yet  we  did  not 
fail  at  dinner  time  to  mew  to  each  other  the  ufual 
tokens  of  our  affection.  According  to  cuftom  I 
retired  to  my  chamber,  to  pafs  alone  fome  part  of 
the  afternoon.  I  remained  there  an  hour  or  two, 
when  I  heard  the  rattling  of  a  coach,  which  ftop- 
ed  at  the  gate  of  our  lodging,  and  the  voices  of 
many  perfons  who  inquired  where  my  fitter  tvas. 
I  put  my  head  out  of  the  window,  and  favv  a 
gentleman  alight  magnificently  drelfed,  who  was 
mewn  into  the  houfe.  I  did  not  doubt  one  mo- 
ment, but  it  was   the  duke  of  .     A  vifit  fo 

little  forefecn  threw  me  into  a  great  furprife,  and 
I  had  a  difficulty  to  perfuade  myfelf  at  firft,  that 
a  girl  of  the  age  of  Rofe  could  be  fo  bold  as  to- 
receive  it.  I  waited  however  till  George  fhould  find 
fome  expedient  to  diffipate  my  uneafinefs;  and  that 
he  immediately  appearing  to  receive  the  duke,  mould 
civilly  make  his  filter's  excufes  to  him.  All  that  I 
expelled  did  not  happen.  It  was  indeed  George  that 
received  the  duke  ;  but  Rofe  did  not  wait  to  be 
importuned  to  make  her  appearance,  and  her  bro- 
ther had  not  the  leaft  thought  of  difTuading  her.  The 
converfation  lafled  above  an  hour,  which  appeared 
to  me  to  be  more  than  four  days.  I  fpent  all  that 
time  in  walking  at  a  great  rate  about  my  cham- 
ber, 


The  Dean  of  ColeraineV  4^ 

bcr,  which  I  encompafied  backwards  and  forwards  an 
hundred  times,  without  knowing  whether  T  was 
{landing  or  fitting  :  The  inquietude,  the  chagrin,  the 
impatience,  and  a  hundred  other  agitations  which 
fhook  me,  made  this  one  the  moft  infupportable  hour 
of  my  whole  life. 

At  length  the  departure  of  the  duke  delivered 
me  from  this  mortal  conftraint.  I  never  knew  how 
to  dilTcmble  :  Whether  it  was  chriftian  charity,  ten- 
dernefs  for  my  filler,  or  zeal  for  the  honour  of  my 
family,  that  moved  me,  I  haftened  down  from  my 
chamber  with  eager  ftepa,  and  obferving  much  lefs 
precaution  than  I  had  done  the  firft  time,  I  loaded 
my  brother  with  reproaches,  as  piercing  as  my  fears, 
and  as  urgent  as  the  danger.  I  mace  no  fcruple  in 
the  lean:  of  declaring  to  him,  that  if  I  had  taken  the 
proceedings  of  the  former  day  in  the  moft  favourable 
fenfe,  it  was  no  longer  poffiblc  to  be  blind  to  what 
pafTed  under  my  own  eyes  ;  that  this  vifit  of  the 
duke  of appeared  to  be  concerted  ;  that  un- 
der whatever  pretexts  one  fhould  endeavour  to  colour 
it,  it  was  manifeft  that  a  perfon  of  that  rank  would 
not  fo  much  debafc  himfelf  to  come  to  fee  a  young 
ftranger  without  wealth,  and  unknown  yet  in  Paris, 
if  he  had  not  been  incited  by  motives  mere  powerful 
than  civility  :  and,  to  explain  myfelf  roundly,  if  he 
had  not  views  conformable  to  his  vicious  inclinations  : 
That  I  had  the  fhame  to  penetrate  deeper  into  this 
myltery  of  infamy,  but  let  the  price  of  it  be  what  it 
would,  or  whatever  expedient  fhould  be  neceffary  for 
me  to  employ,  1  would  affurcdly  hinder  Rofe  from 
departing  from  her  duty,  and  would  prevent  him 
from  making  his  fider  ferve  him  as  a  victim  to  his 
ambition. 

He  heard  me  with  great  patience,  and  afterwards 
ling  to  be  very  much  afflicted  at  the  jealoufy  I 
had  fliewn  of  the  honour  of  his  views,  he  intreated 
me  to  do  him  more  juflice,  and  not  to  believe  that 
the  reputation  of  his  filter  was  lcf3  dear  to  him 
than  to   me.      lie  even    agreed   that  the  tilit  of  the 

duke 
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duke  had  with  rcafon  given  me  difpleafure  ;  and  hi 
protcfted  that,  far  from  contributing  the  lead  in  the 
world  to  it,  he  had  taken  infallible  mcafures  to 
prevent  its  being  renewed  for  the  time  to  come. 
But  after  giving  me  this  fort  of  fatisfaction,  with 
which  I  began  to  be  contented,  I  was  extremely  fur- 
prifed  to  find  him  change  his  tone  and  ftylc.  My 
brother,  fays  he,  with  an  air  of  prudence,  which 
he  knew  how  to  affe&  better  than  any  man 
living,  will  you  permit  me  at  prefent  to  open  to 
you  plainly  my  thoughts  ?  I  have  a  thoufand  rea- 
sons that  bind  me  to  that  refpect  and  friendfhip 
which  I  pay  you  ;  and  I  (hall  difcharge  thefe  two 
duties  all  my  life.  But  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
can  pro-raife  you  the  fame  docility  in  other  points. 
I  have  reflected  on  the  reproaches  with  which  you 
were  pleafed  to  overwhelm  me  this  morning,  and 
the  more  I  examine  myfelf,  the  lef3  I  find  I  have 
deferved  them.  We  do  not  at  all  confider  things 
in  the  fame  point  cf  view  :  You  are  a  church- 
man, a  venerable  divine  ;  and  I  confefs,  if  my  fi- 
tter and  I  were  defined  to  the  fame  iiate,  we  could 
not  do  better  than  to  conduct  ourfelves  by  your 
maxims.  But  our  birth  and-  inclinations  have  de- 
voted us  to  the  world,  and  tfeis  vocation  demands  a 
conduct  intirely  different.  Do  you  believe  me  ca- 
pable, wirh  the  few  talent«  which  you  know  I  ha-ve, 
to  diftinguifli  for  the  prefent  what  is  fuitable  to  my 
honour  and  fortune  ?  L  am  of  an  age,  continued 
he,  in  which  I  have  not  even  one  moment  to  lofe, 
if  I  would  arrive  to  any  thing  in  the  world.  My 
filter  ought  alfo  to  think  of  fetting  hevfelf  forward, 
/for  renounce  all  thofe  advantages  (he  might  hope  to 
draw  from  her  youth  and  beauty.  Do  you  diftruft 
her  challity?  This  is  to  have  a  very  evil  opinion  of 
}\<:v.  As  to  me,  whom  without  doubt  it  concerns  as 
much  as  you,  to  be  fenfible  of  the  honour  of  our 
houfc,  I  repofe  myfelf  intirely  on  her  own  virtue  ; 
and  if  Hie  mould  happen  to  be  fo  bafe  as  to  dishonour 
us,    I   do    not    fear  faying  in  her  prefence,  that  all 

my 
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my  tender  nefi  fhould  not  flop  me  from  piercing 
her -heart.  Place  your  confidence  therefore,  added 
he,  both  upon  her  and  upon  me,  and  do  not  op- 
pofe  yourfeif"  to  the  fuccefg  of  our  affairs,  in  con- 
demning the  only  meant  that  can  bring  them  to  a 
good  iiTur. 

This  difcourfe,  which  without  doubt  George  had 
meditated  at  leifure,  and  for  which  he  expected  ap- 
plaufe  at  the  clofe  of  it,  ferved  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  excite  my  companion.  I  made  hafte  to 
mew  him  his  weaknefs,  in  giving  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  reafoned  from  a  falfe  principle  ;  that 
the  great  difference  he  put  between  an  ccclefiaftical 
flate,  and  that  of  a  man  of  the  woild,  was  in  effecl: 
nothing,  fmce  they  were  but  two  different  ways  of 
fulfilling  the  fame  duties  ;  that  a  man  of  the  world 
and  a  man  of  the  church  were  two  chriftians,  of 
whom  the  one  was  not  lefs  obliged  than  the  other 
to  the  hatred  of  vice,  and  the  practice  of  vfttue  ; 
that  in  truth  their  exterior  occupations  did  not 
bear  any  refemblance  to  each  other  ;  but  that  with- 
out being  the  fame,  they  ought  to  govern  them- 
felves  by  the  fame  principle,  which  is  the  neceffity 
of  pleating  God,  and  of  faving  their  fouls  :  Jn  one 
word,  that  there  is  no  condition  of  life  wherein  we 
>t  obliged  to  efchew  the  occafions  of  fin,  and 
confequently  that  the  obfervattopa  of  my  maxims 
were  a3  neccflary  for  his  Gftcr  and  him,  as  for  me. 
Jf  it  be  pofiible,  added  I,  that  having  received  a 
chriilian  education,  you  fhould  not  be  lenfible  of  the 
i  f  what  I  have  faid,  judge  what  differvice  you 
will  do  your  filler  in  conducting  her  without  pre- 
cautions into  the  middle  of  dangers.  She  may  perifii 
rn,  and  her  difaflerj  (hall  be  your  handy- work. 
You  fay,  you  will  pierce  her  heart,  if  flic  forgets 
her  duty.  Strange  remedy  !  do  not  you  fee,  lhat 
it  fuppofea  her  ruin  already  confumraatcd,  and  that 
the  quell  ion  only  i3  to  find  out  one  that  ma. 
vent  it?  Do  not  precipitate  any  thing;  it  is  the 
only  favour  I  rccpidt  of  you.     C.  lifter  time 

to 
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to  ofeferve  the  precipices  that  furround  her ;  fhc 
(hall  not  tumble  down  them  however,  without  hav- 
ing feafonable  information,  that  (lie  mfght  have  a- 
voided  them  ;  do  not  go  in  quell  of  opportunity, 
but  leave  them  to  ftart  of  themfelves.  This  is  one  of 
the  requifites  for  a  man  of  the  world.  1  know  it 
well  ;  but  religion  diminifhes  the  danger,  when  it 
fufficiently  provides,  that  we  fhould  not  expofe  our- 
felves  to  it  but  with  regret  ;  it  is  always  the  mod 
dangerous,  when  we  run  into  it  voluntarily. 

This  converfation,  which  continued  a  long  time, 
and  in  which  I  attacked  the  miferable  principles  of 
George  with  the  more  powerful  arms  of  chrittiani- 
ty,  made  no  imprefiion  on  his  mind  ;  and  he  >ave 
me  to  underftand  by  all  his  anfwers,  that  he  thought 
himfelf  fuperior  to  my  little  fears  ;  that  his  re- 
ligion was  honour  ;  between  which  two,  if  he  put 
any  difference,  it  was  not  at  all  for  the  advantage  of 
religion,  feeing  it  was  by  his  falfe  ideas  of  honour 
that  he  explained  the  law  and  duties  of  religion. 
Upon  our  parting,  we  found  our  fentiments  had  fo 
little  conformity,  that  he  treated  my  arguments  as 
monaftick  fcruples  ;  and  having  threatened  to  quit 
them  and  return  to  Coleraine,  he  anfwered  me  cold- 
ly, that  he  had  no  defign  at  all  to  oppofe  my  de- 
parture. 

I  endured  (without  complaining)  fo  cruel  a  token 
of  the  cooling  of  his  affcclions.  He  went  away  the 
fame  evening  to  Saint  Germain  en  Laye,  where  we 
had  fomc  days  before  agreed  that  he  mould  pay  a 
vifit  to  Mr  Mahony,  Mr  Dillon,  and  fome  other 
gentlemen,  who  were  kinfmen  or  friends  to  our 
houfe.  I  was  informed  after  his  departure,  that  he 
had  held  a  long  converfation  with  his  filler  in  pri- 
vate, and  that  he  had  given  order  to  two  doraeftics, 
who  ferved  us,  to  watch  the  next  day  at  the  gate  of 

our  lodgings,  to  receive  the   duke  of  — — ■  ,  if  he 

took  the  fancy  to  come  again,  and  to  acquaint  him 
civiily  that  Rofe  was  gone  with  him  to  Saint  Germain. 
This   precaution   gave   me  fome  pleafure,  and  left  me 
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in  a  better  ftate  of  tranquillity.  I  did  not  fail  to 
lay  hold  of  the  opportunity  of  his  abfence  to  repeat 
my  exhortations  to  my  filler.  She  liftened  to  me 
with  great  fweetnefs  and  fubmifHon.  Having  per- 
ceived, the  day  following,  that  fome  women. attended 
her  with  fcveral  forts  of  cloaths  and  head-drefies,  I 
took  occafion  to  afk  her,  in  what  ufe  me  intended 
to  employ  fo  many  idle  trifles.  I  thought  this  quef- 
tion  embarraffed  her.  Neverthelefs,  as  fhe  had  a 
heart  incapable  of  difguife,  (he  told  me,  after  a  fu- 
perfkial  preamble,  in  which  fhe  alledged  George's 
pleafure  for  an  excufe,  that  fhe  was  engaged  to  go 
with  him  to  a  ball,  to  be  given  two  or  three  days  af- 
ter at  the   houfe  of  the  duke  of ,,  and  that  to 

prepare  herfeif  with  fome  decency,  fhe  was  providing 
proper  dreffes  for  it.  The  lofs  (as  I  took  it)  of  one 
of  our  family  gave  me  lefs  affliction  than  this  new 
misfortune.  I  placed  before  her  eyes,  with  more  ar- 
dour than    ever  all  that  (he   had  to  fear   from    thofe 

tons  aficmblics  at  the  age  {he  then  was,  with  fo 
little  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  the  fnares  which 
were  going  to  be  fet  for  her  innocence.  I  con- 
jured her  to  be  fenfible  of  the  welfare  of  her  foul;  to 
take  fome  time  at  lead  to  prepare  for  her  paffage  from 
a  life,  fucli  as  (lie  had  hitherto  led,  to  that  in  which 
me  was  willing  unhappily  to  engage  herfelf;  not  to 
leap  over  in  one  moment  all  bounds,  to  the  hazard  of 
being  abandoned  by  heaven,  whofe  affillance  flic  had 
neglected  to  implore,  and  who  plainly  would  not  give 
her  leave  to  take  fuch  unwarrantable  and  rafh  ileps. 
IC,  if  my  prayers  anil  instances  were  not  fufficient, 
I    declared  that  I  w  to  them  my  orders  ;  and 

that  by  the  right  which  my  profeilion,  my  age, 
and  my  quality  of  feniority  gave  me,  I  commanded 
her  abfolutely  to  renounce  this  dancing  party,  and 
not  to  ilir  out  of  the  lodging  without  my  per  mi  f- 
fion. 

in  I  endr.rcl  in  finding  myfrlf  neceffi- 

to  employ  fo  barih  a  remedy,   yet  I   thou 
indif pen  fable,  1  not  in  the  lr 

would  produce  the  effect  I  prone-fed  to  myfclf. 
•I.  C  th 
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thought  eafed  my  inquietude,  and  I  imagined  it  left 
even  Rofe  in  a  better  ftate  of  tranquillity  ;  therefore 
not  doubting  but  that  this  little  facrifice  would  not 
coll  her  heart  much  trouble,  I  thought  it  would  be 
a  cruelty  to  fatigue  her  further  with  my  morah; 
George  arrived  from  Saint  Germain  two  days  after. 
I  received  him  without  affectation  ;  and  pretending 
not  to  think  farther  of  what  had  pafTed,  I  entertained 
him  with  nothing  but  what  related  to  his  journey,  and 
left  to  Rofe  the  care  of  informing  him  of  what  chan- 
ges had  happened  in  his  abfcnce.  They  did  not  wait 
long  to  meet  in  private,  having  taken  up  the  cuflom 
of  doing  fo  for  fome  time  ;  for  Patrick  had  not  en- 
tered for  a  long  time  into  their  fchemes.  After  a 
difcourfe  of  fome  moments,  George  went  to  his  lif- 
ter's chamber,  and  a  little  after  out  of  our  lodgings. 
He  returned  about  an  hour  after  in  a  hackney  coach, 
and  having  alighted,  did  not  ftay  in  the  houfe  longer 
than  was  necefiary  to  pack  up  his  and  his  lifter's 
cloaths,  with  half  the  money  which  we  had  brought 
out  of  Ireland,  and  accompanied  by  Rofe,  whom 
he  led  by  the  hand,  he  went  into  the  coach  with 
her,  and  they  inltantly  drove  off  from  our  quar- 
ter. 

He  left  a  note  for  me  at  the  gate,  which  was 
brought  to  me  unfealed.  It  contained  but  three  lines, 
**  Irritated,  faid  he,  by  the  tyranny  with  which  I 
<{  had  treated  him  and  his  fifter,  he  had  chofe  to  fet- 
"  tie  himfelf  in  another  place  with  her,  and  to  obfervc 
■"  a  Uriel:  juftice,  had  made  an  equal  divifion  of  our 
M  money,  of  which  he  had  left  a  moity  for  Patrick 
"  and  for  me." 

I  returned  to  my  chamber  to  read  it,  and  waited 
till  fupper  time  with  impatience  to  be  informed  of  the 
particular  manner  in  which  George  had  taken  the 
prohibition  I  had  laid  on  Rofe.  As  nothing  was  fo 
remote  from  my  thoughts  as  a  treachery  of  this  na- 
ture, my  jealouiy  had  not  been  applied  to  that  quar- 
ter :  Infomuch  that  my  furprife,  my  grief,  and  my 
confufion  being  more  extreme  at  the  reading  of  this 

fatal 


Tht  Dean  of  Coleraine.  53 

fatal  billet,  I  lifted  up  my  eyes  and  hands  to  heaven. 
O  God,  cried  1,  is  this  a  reward  for  the  tendernefs 
which  I  always  bore  thera  !  Ingrates  !  Have  they 
then  referved  this  recompence  for  all  my  cares  and  af- 
fection ?  I  found  myfelf  fo  moved,  that  the  tears 
gufhed  from  my  eyes,  and  I  was  for  fome  moments 
incapable 'of  forming  any  refolution. 

When  I  was  a  little  recovered  from  this  firfl:  difor- 
der,  I  thought  I  had  not  two  choices  to  make,  but 
that  without  further  confideration  I  mould  return  im- 
mediately to  Coleraine.  What  motive  could  there  be 
to  flay  me  at  Paris  ?  They  have  a  mind  to  deftroy 
themfelves,  fays  I  :  They  have  ihook  off  the  yoke  ; 
and  if  they  have  had  nothing  but  fcorn  for  the  holy 
maxims  with  which  I  have  laboured  to  infpire  them, 
What  way  remains  for  me  to  take  to  reclaim  them  to 
their  duty  ?  No,  1  will  return  into  Ireland,  I  will  go 
and  devote  myfelf  to  the  welfare  of  my  flock.  That 
field  is  not  too  vail  for  my  zeal,  and  my  pains  there 
will  not  be  repaid  with  ingratitude  and  perfidy.  I 
confirmed  myfelf  the  more  in  this  refolution  from 
the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  fweet  and  pliant  tem- 
per of  Patrick,  and  did  not  in  the  lead  doubt  but  he 
would  freely  confent  to  clofe  with  me  in  returning  to 
our  country.  I  hoped  at  leaft  to  preferve  cne  branch 
of  my  unfortunate  family,  and  not  to  appear  at  the 
tombs  of  rny  fathers  without  ofTcring  to  them  fomc 
pure  remains  of  their  blood. 

For  fo  long  a  lime  as  I  continued  agitated  by  thefe 
firfl  motions,  I  coul^l  not  but  applaud  my  defign  of 
quitting  France  ;  and  I  communicated  my  rcfolutiom 
to    Patrick,    who   did   not  fhew   any   avcrilon    to  the 

>fal  I  made  him  of  accompanying  me.  But  when 
my  blood  began  to  cool,  I  looked  on  things  with  a 
quite  different  eye.  I  recalled  to  my  mind  all  the  rca- 
fons  which  had  appeared  powerful  enough  to  determine 

i  leave  Coleraine,  and  follow  my  brothers  and  fif- 
ter  into  France.  Were  thefe  rcafoM  changed  by  their 
ill  conduct?  Or  rather  was  not  this  anew  addition  to 
them,    that  made  my  firfl  refutations  more  flrong  ?  If 

C    2  I 
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I  fead-thought  the  obligations  of  nature  more  facred 
than  thdfc  of  my  employment,  if  I  had  been  torn 
away  for  fome  time  from  the  cares  of  my  flock,  by 
the  fole  view  of  (leering  my  brothers  towards  fome 
honourable  and  profitable  end,  and  to  iriftru&  them  in 
keeping  wide  ot  the  high-road  too  open  to  vice  ;  in 
fine.,  if  I  had  regarded  them  as  the  raoft  dear  of  my 
neighbours,  even  in  considering  them  with  the  eyes 
of  faith,  and  according  to  the  ru!e3  and  precepts  of 
the  gofpcl,  Ought  I  to  renounce  thefe  fentiments  at  a 
time  that  I  faw  them  on  the  brink  of  ruin  ?  And  fhould 
not  the  danger  to  which  they  were  expofed  prove 
more  capable  than  ever  to  warm  my  zeal  ?  They 
itood  on  a  precipice,  And  fhould  my  charity  to  others 
fufter  me  to  fee  them  peri{h  ?  What  then  were  my 
view3  at  the  time  I  made  fo  many  efforts  to  prevent ' 
their  foiling  ? 

I  found  myfclf  intirely  changed  after  thefe  reflec- 
tions ;    all    my    tendernefs  for  my   brother  and  fifler 
returned  to  awaken  my    zeal.      I    perceived    at    the 
fame  time  fpringing   up  in  my  heart  fo  lively  an    an- 
guifh  for  the  intereits  of  their  fouls,    that  I  could  not 
take  one  moment's  rcpofe  all  night;   my  blood  boiled 
in  my  veins,  and  nothing  was  fo  tedious  to  me  as  my 
bed.      I  found   by  experience,  that  zeal  is   in  reality 
a  devouring  fire,  and  efpecially  when  it  is  joined  to  a 
natural  tendernefs  for   one's  relations  ;  and  that   the 
heart  always  feels  the  impreffion  of  thefe  two  caufes. 
Far  then  from  thinking  any  more  of  abandoning  them, 
I  refolved    to    renew  my  ardour  for  infpiring    them 
with   a  tafte  of  virtue ;  to   go  in  quell:  of  them  into 
what  foe  ver  place  they  had  retired  to  ;  to  endure  their 
coldnefs,  their  repulfes,  even  their  flights  and   inju- 
ries,  rather  than  renounce   the  hopes  of  giving  them 
a  re'lifh   for  my  advice  ;  in  fine,   I   refolved   to   make 
their  fafety  the  perpetual  object  of  my  vigilance  and 
cares  ;  and'   if  I  fhould  not  be  fo  happy  as  to  fnatch 
them  out  of  the  arms  of  vice,   at  leait  I  mould  pre- 
vent their  furrendering   theinfelves   up  to  it   without 
remorjfe. 

I 
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I  employed  myfelf  in  nothing  more  than  the  means 
of  executing  this  resolution.  But  in  meditating  up- 
on the  difficulties  of  my  enterprife,  I  conceived  that 
after  the  Hep  that  George  had  taken,  and  above  all 
with  fuch  confidence  as  he  hsd  in  his  own  under- 
flanding,  I  could  not  well  hope  to  win  him  overfud- 
dcnly  by  the  force  of  my  reafons.  .  He  was  more- 
over of  an  age  which  could  give  me  no  pretence  of 
obliging  him  to  regulate  his  conduct  by  the  counfels 
of  another,  nor  make  him  look  upon  any  deference 
that  I  expected  from  him  as  a  duty.  Nevcrthelefs,  the 
danger  of  his  filler  was  preffing;  for  I  had  figured 
to  myfelf  already,  that  having  the  libcrtyof  follow- 
ing her  inclinations,  fhe  had  every  moment  need  of 
the  extraordinary  fuccour  of  heaven,  to  prevent  her 
making  a  bad  ufe  of  it.  This  thought  flarted  in 
m?  a  very  bold  resolution,  which  was  to  run  away 
with  my  lifter  from  George,  and  oblige  her  to  come 
tinder  the  yoke  in  fpight  of  herftlf :  yet  I  propofed  to 
treat  her  with  fo  much  fweetnefs  and  complaifance, 
that  (he  fhould  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my  con- 
duct. As  it  was  impoffible  to  execute  this  project 
without  help,  I  opened  myfelf  to  Patrick  raid  Mr 
de  Peffes,  who  was  mortally  grieved  at  her  flight,  and 
wailed  himfelf  away  with  vexation  and  love.  I  had  no 
trouble  in  bringing  than  both  to  enter  into  my  views. 
ely  undertook  to  difcover  the  place 
,  George  l.ad  chofe  for  bis  refidence,  ahtf  I  went 
'  taking  the  ncctfTiry  meafm.     .  :cutirtg  our 

.1   the  time   they  (hould  come    to  that 
Ige. 
This    wa   no  very   enfy  cntcrpri/.e  in  a  city  of  fuch 
extent  as  Paris.     They  employed  thcmJelvea  fo'rfhmc 
days  with  great  but   unfuccefsful  zeal.      At  length  by 
mere  i  k   fell    upon  the  tra 

ihcr.  !    him  civilly,  and  t! 

fome  furprife  in  feeing  him  ft  ill  at 

ter  the  fo  ed  to  rcturil  to 

!i  1  kaew 
■ 
C  5  part : 
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part  ?  Patrick  anfwered  plainly  that  we  flicKilJ  have 
been  forry  to  have  left  Paris  without  knowing  at  lealt 
what  was  become  of  him  and  Rofe.  How  !  Are  you 
ignorant  of  that  ?  replied  he  in  the  fame  tone  ;  know 
then,    that  I  have  got  a  comiflion  of  captain  of  foot, 

and  that  I  am  obliged  for  it  to  the  duke  of .  ■    .  ■ 

who  employed  his  intereft  with  the  miniiler  in  my 
favour.  As  to  Rofe,  added  he,  (he  as  yet  has  had  no 
change  in  her  condition  ;  but  I  hope  opportunities 
will  foon  offer  in  her  favour,  and  that  we  have  made 
the  belt  choice.  Then  attempting  to  gain  over  Pa- 
trick by  the  views  of  his  own  intereft,  he  reprefentcd 
to  him,  that  he  was  in  the  wrong  not  to  follow  his 
example,  and  to  flatter  himfclf  that  fortune  would  go 
in  fearch  of  him  under  my  gown,  and  of  herfelf  offer 
him  her  favours  ;  that  indeed  my  intentions  were 
commendable,  and  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  of 
my  zeal  aod  friendship  ;  but  that  having  all  my  life 
pored  my  eyes  upon  books,  he  looked  upon  me  as 
the  moll  improper  perfon  that  could  be  thought  of  to 
regulate  their  conduct  and  eftablifhraent  in  the  world  ; 
that  his  view  neverthelefs,  in  taking  the  ftep  he  had 
done,  was  not  to  break  with  us  entirely,  nor  to  aban- 
don us  with  the  little  means  he  had  left  behind  him  ; 
that  his  fortune  taking  a  very  happy  courfe,  and 
not  apprehending  but  his  fuccefs  would  daily  increafe, 
he  propofed,  as  foon  as  his  affairs  would  permit  it,  to 
offer  us  his  houfe,  and  to  fliare  with  us  the  fruits  of 
his  good  luck  aud  induftry  ;  that  in  the  mean  time, 
if  Patrick  had  the  lead  regard  to  his  own  good, 
he  would  fometimes  come  and  take  his  advice,  from 
whence  he  would  draw  more  profit  than  from  mine. 

If  I  had  been   a  witnefs  to  this  enfnarino-  conver- 
ts 

fation,  I  mould  have  had  ftrong  apprehenfions  that  it 
would  have  made  too  great  an  impreflion  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  Patrick.  But  thanks  to  the  excellence  of 
his  character,  it  did  not  in  the  leaft  change  his  fenii- 
ments.  He  contented  himfelf  with  making  many  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  kind  offers  of  his  brother,  and 
fearing  to  give  him  fome  miftruft,  ihould  he  be  too  cu- 

no  l!  3 
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rious  inquiring  af^er  his  abode,  he  parted  with  him 
in  the  fame  place  where  they  met.  Nevertheless,  he 
took  care  to  follow  him  with  his  eyes,  being  refolved 
not  to  let  him  go  out  of  view  till  he  had  feen  him 
enter  his  lodging,  and  not  to  return  to  us  till  he  had 
got  information  of  what  he  fought  after.  The  report 
of  what  he  had  discovered  of  George  could  not  fail  to 
fill  me  with  joy.  If  I  was  pleafed  to  hear  that  for- 
tune had  already  done  Something  in  his  favour,  the 
means,  by  which  me  had  effeded  it,  appeared  to  me 
to  be  fufpicious,  and  I  had  fome  anxiety  iw  conceiv- 
ing from  whence  this  ardour  of  the  duke  of  ,  to 

take  in  hand  the  intcrefls  of  a  ftranger,  fiiould  pro- 
ceed. It  was  not  but  that  I  had  the  moil  high 
idea  of  the  vaft  politenef3  and  generofity  of  the 
French  Lords,  but  I  could  have  wimed  to  have  had  no 
fear  of  attributing  fuch  unexpected  favours  to  any 
thing  elfe  than  this  caufe.  Neverthelefs,  I  took  cou- 
rage from  knowing  that  Patrick  was  acquainted  witli 
the  place  where  Rofe  lived,  and  I  began  to  think  feri- 
oufly  of  the  means  to  deceive  the  vigilance  of  George. 
Mr  de  Pedes  left  us  as  foon  as  he  heard  the  account 
Patrick  gave,  under'pretence  of  going  to  obferve  the 
Jituation  of  my  fitter's  lodgings,  and  to  fee  if  nothing 
might  offer  to  ferve  us  in  our  defigns,  but  at  the  bot- 
tom to  fatisfy  his  impatience  of  approaching  and  fee- 
ing her.  He  returned  towards  the  evening,  at  the 
time  that  I  was  eagerly  meditating  on  the  part  I  had 
to  take. 

He  had  got  a  fight  of  Rofe,  and  his  joy  in  having 
feen  her  continued  yet  to  fparkle  in  his  eyes.  He 
told  us,  that  having  pad  fome  time  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  houfe,  he  had  feen  her  go  abroad 
with  her  brother,  and  that  he  was  dazzled  with  her 
finery  and  beauty.  He  would  have  made  us  a  de- 
fcription  of  them,  which  I  prayed  iiim  to  fhortcn. 
That  having  feen  them  get  into  a  coach,  he  followed 
them  to  get  information  of  their  dcfign.  They  a- 
lighted  at  the  Hotel  de  Carnavallet,  which  lay  in  the 
fume  quarter;  an.l  inquiring  of  the  coachman,  he  was 
C  4  told,. 
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told,  that  a  number  of  perfons  of  quality  were  to 
fup  there,  and  that  afterwards  there  was  to  be  a  great 
ball,  to  which  mafquers  were  to  be  admitted  upon 
giving  in  their  names  at  the  gate.  I  admired  at  the 
blindnefs  of  George,  who  feemed  to  take  pleafare  in 
adminiliring  poifon  to  his  tiller,  and  in  chufmg  by 
defign  opportunities  the  mofl  dangerous  to  her  inno- 
cence. What  could  he  have  thought  of  more  fatal,, 
if  he  had  hated  her,  than  to  fearch  out  expedients 
for  her  deilruclion?  But  while  I  was  lamenting  his 
conduct,  heaven  infpired  me  with  the  defire  of 
p u ni filing  him,  in  taking  away  Rofe,  even  out  of 
the  midtt  of  her  pleafures.  The  project,  the 
means,  all  prefented  themfelves  to  my  mind  in  the 
fame  moment.  I  was  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
cuftoms  of  balls ;  but  1  imagined  that  an  affembly 
fo  numerous  could  not  be  conducted  without  fome 
confufiou,  especially  when  they  began  to  admit  the 
mafquers.  1  perfuaded  Patrick  and  Mr  de  Pefit'S  to 
mafque  themfelves -end  go  to  the  ball.  Write  a  note, 
fays  I  to  Patrick,  to  be  delivered  to  your  filter,  when 
you  come  to  the  gate  of  the  hotel,  to  pray  her  to 
have  you  introduced.  If  flie  comes  to  receive  you 
herfelf,  that  will  anfwer  my  views.  But  as  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  Hie  will  fend  another  to  receive  you,  let 
Mr  de  Pefl'es  wait  at  the  gate,  and  when  you  are  intro- 
duced yourfclf,  intreat  your  filler  in  private  to  leave 
the  room  for  a  moment  to  do  the  fame  fervice  for  Mr 
de  PeiTes,  who  you  may  make  her  believe  is  abfolutely 
refufed  entrance.  I  mail  be  myfelf  at  the  gate,  in  a 
coach,  and  1  will  take  upon  me  the  conduct  of  all 
the  reft.  If  (lie  advifes  you  to  addrefs  yourfclf  to 
your  brother,  you  may  fay  to  her,  that  you  would 
willingly  leave  him  in  ignorance  that  you  are  fo  near 
him,  and  that  vou  expect  this  piece  of  fervice  from 
herfelf. 

For  the  better  underftanding  this  waggifh  enter* 
prize,  into  which  I  had  engaged  too  lightly,  if  I  had 
not  belived  that  the  end  of  it  was  of  importance, 
1  ought  to  acquaint  the  reader,   that  the  Romifh   ec- 
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lies  not  having  a  liberty  in  Ireland,  no  more 
than  in  England,  to  wear  the  habit  peculiar  to  their 
ftmftion,  1  was  (till  dreffed  as  they  are  upon  com- 
mon occafion^  that  is  to  fay,  in  a  fhort  coat  with- 
out any  thing  to  diftiaguifh  :r.c  from  a  lay-man.  I 
had  waited  to  put  on  a  new  canonical  garb,  when  our 
affairs  mould  be  placed  in  fuch  a  certain  lunation  as- 
net  to  leave  me  room  to  doubt  of  our  citabliihment 
in  France.  I  would  then,  without  any  injury  to  de- 
corum, appear  at  midnight  at  the  hotel  de  Caruaval- 
kt.  As  to  the  hope  of  carrying  off  Rofe  with  fa 
few  meafures  and  precautions,  it  was  founded  only  on 
my  knowledge  of  her  character,  and  her  difpoiition 
ta  pay  me  refpeft.  I  was  convinced  that  (lie  would 
not  give  me  the  trouble  of  ufing  violence,  when  {lie 
heard  my  voice,  and  received  an  abfolute  command 
to  follow  me.  So  that  I  was  perfectly  eafy  about  the 
fuccefs  of  my  defign. 

In  reality,  it  fucceeded  as  happily  as  I  had  hoped. 
The  crowd  and  confufion  was  not  fo  great  at  the 
ball  as  I  had  expedited  ;  but  I  obferved  that  this  wa5 
?.n  advantage  to  our  enterprise  ;  becaufe  poffibly  fear 
might  have  prevented  Rofe  from  leaving  the  room. 
A  piflole  to  the  porter  obtained  me  an  entrance  into 
the  court.      R<  (  red    with  Patrick  at  the  door 

.of  the  apartment,  and  while  (lie  was  giving  orders 
to  fome  domeftics  to  make  room  -for  Mr  de  PcfTes, 
I  prefented  myfelf  to  her  with  an  air  the  leaft  apt 
to  throw  her  into  a  fright.  I  took  hold  of  her  hands 
with  a  great  deal  of  fwcetnefs,   and  prefEng  them  ten- 

.   my  dear  filler,   fays   I,  be  net  alarmed  al 

trouble  yon  but 'one  moment.  I  am 
not  come  here  to  give  you  any  vexation,  or 
you  any  violence;  you  are  free,  you  arc  n 
jrour/elf.  But  if  the  fear  of  God  has  yet  touched 
your  heart,  if  ihc  remembrance  of  your  father,  the 
honour  of  your  family,  and  your  own  fcntimcnt%  have 
yet  any   power  over  you,  give  me  the  fat i 

this  day   return   to  your  duty, 
brother  Patrick,  who  coi  j  irea  you  to  the  fame  thing. 
C  5  com 
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come  :  Your  flight  hath  given  us  a  mortal  grief ; 
there  is  nothing  but  y-our  return  can  comfort  us.  I 
was  filent,  after  having  pronounced  thefe  words  with 
much  eagernefs.  She  took  fome  moments  to  an- 
fvvtr.  In  the  end,  opening  her  mouth  with  a  deep 
fjgh,  O  heaven  !.  fays  fhe,  to  what  will  you  force 
me  !  I  anfwered  quickly,  to  nothing,  my  dear  Rofe. 
It  is  on  yourfelf  alone,  that  your  honour,  your  vir- 
tue, your  repofe  mud  at  this  time  depend.  Come, 
fay3  I,  come  my  dear  Rofe,  I'll  fall  at  your  knees 
to  conjure  you,  if  my  prayers  and  my  tears  are  not 
enough  to  touch  your  heart.  She  raifed  fomc  ob- 
jections upon  the  difquict  into  which  we  were  going 
to  throw  her  brother.  I  affured  her  I  would  take  the 
pains  of  providing  for  every  thing.  Half  confenting  and 
half  irrefolute,  I  led  her  towards  the  gate,  and  with- 
out lofing  a  moment,  we  all  four  got  into  the  coach 
in  waiting  for  us,  and  I  ordered  it  to  drive  towards 
St.  Anthony's  gate,  and  to  let  us  down  at  Saifons. 
This  was  the  name  of  the  country  houfe  that  I 
purchafed  from  Mr  de  Lezan. 

I  applauded  myfelf  extremely  on  my  good  for- 
tune and  fuccefs,  and  during  our  little  journey,  I 
confidered  Rofe  (whom  I  had  happily  ftolen  away, 
and  was  now  carrying  off  in  triumph)  like  a  vic- 
tim gorgeoufly  adorned,  as  a  facrifice  to  her  virtue. 
As  to  her,  an  air  of  thoughtfulnefs  and  a  few  fighs 
that  iiole  from  her  heart  againil  her  will,  made  me 
judge  plainly  enough,  that  fhe  did  not  follow  me  with- 
out regret.  Mr  de  PefTes  endeavouring  to  make  her 
a  little  more  chearful,  by  addrefTmg  her  with  fome 
difcourfes  of  gallantry  and  flattery,  fhe  gave*  him 
no  little  grief  by  her  harm  anfwers  and  frappifh  be- 
haviour. I  pretended  not  to  have  perceived  it,  be- 
ing fufficiently  fatisfied  with  the  fubmifflon  fhe  had 
{hewed  me,  and  I  did  not  doubt  but  a  little  quiet 
would  reftore  her  former  fweetnefs.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  George,  to  prevent  his  being 
alarmed.  The  purport  of  my  letter  was  not  at  all 
infulting,  but  appriftng  him  that  his  lifter  had  vo- 
luntarily returned  to  her   duty.     I  exhorted  him  to 
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reap  fome  advantage  by  his  age  and  experience,  to  as 
not  altogether  to  fwerve  from  his  own.     "   My  design, 
"  (fays   I   to  hirn)  has  not  hitherto  been  to  conftrain 
"  your  inclinations,    nor   to  force  you  by  violence  to 
u  follow  my  counfels  ;  it  is  a  friend,  who  would  make 
"  himfelf  ufeful    to  your   happinefs  ;  it  is  a  brother, 
"   who  makes   his   own  interefes  yours  ;   it  is  a  father, 
u  and  a  fpiritual   pallor,   who  has  nothing  more  dear 
M  nor    more  precious   than    you  ;  for   all  thefe  titles 
"  give  me  a  claim  to  your  relpecl.  Why  then  do  you 
'*  rebel  againft  my   tendernefs,    and   fly  me    as  your 
"  enemy  ?    Why  then   did  you   take  from   me  your 
"  filler,    over  whom  you    have  not  as  yet  any  rights 
u  fo  great  as  I  am  capable  of  making  title  to  ?  thofe 
"  rights  which    I  have   received  from  nature,  by  the 
u  order  of  my  birth,  and  thofe  which  our  common: 
"  father  call  upon  me  in  his  dying  moments.      I  fear 
11  to  remind  you  of  thofe  circumilances,    which  have 
"  caufed  you  much  difgrace.     Remember  only,  that 
11  it  is  not  much   more    than  one  year,   fince  death 
"  robbed  us   of  this  good  father  ;  and    afk  yourfelf, 
*l  how  you  could  fo  foon  lofe  the  reverence   that  you 
"  eternally  owed  to  his  memory.'"     I  added,   that  if 
my    letter  and  his    awn  reflections  faould    revive    in 
him  the   defire   of  living  well  with  me,  he  might  be 
afTured  of  iiading  me  little  fenlible  of  what  had  pafTed, 
and   that   he   fhould   be  received  at  Saifons  with   the 
friendfh'p  that  I  owed  him,  and  which  nothing  fhould 
be   able    to  make    me  forget.      I    complimented    him 
alfo  upon    ths  favours   winch    he  had  lately  received 
at  CO  at.   md  exhorted  him  to  conduct  himfelf  under 
them  in  fueh  a  courfe,   ai   may  render  a  man  of  ho- 
nour content  with  his  fortune. 

Pent    mc   an  unfwer  out  of  hand.      His    refent-- 
'  ment,  tl  tit  fed,  made  htm  difcover  it  m   every 

iron] ;  be  lamentc  !  Rofe,  foi  b<  iag  condemned  to  that 

kind   of  life,    to   which    i    had    now  led   her  ;    that    1 
lOtt  ranee,   to  marry   her   t<>   a    wine 

merchant,  or  fome  peafant  ;  that  thefe   things  were 

a    the    intentions    of  his    father,   to 

ich.  I  ki    up    a   title  with.fo   much  application, 

and 
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r.nd  as  diftant  from  tlie  views  which  we  ought  to  have 
propofed  to  oUrfelves  in  coming  to  France.  But  he 
ceafed  pretending  any  intereft  in  his  filter,  fmce  I 
had  allured  him  in  fuch  flrong  terms,  that  he  had  no 
right  over  her  ;  and  for  the  lot  to  which  I  had  de- 
fined her,  he  confefied  that  fhe  was  much  better  in 
my  hands  than  his.  As  to  the  propofal  of  living 
well  with  me,  if  I  intended  thereby,  living  without 
hate  and  refentment,  he  proteftcd  to  me,  that  he  was 
iincerely  difpofed  to  it;  but  if  I  fpoke  of  beginning 
again  to  live  with  me  under  the  fame  roof,  he  could 
by  no  means,  fee  the  necefiity  of  it,  nor  even  that  ft 
Would  be  of  any  advantage  for  him  or  me.  More- 
over, he  withed  me  all  manner  of  profperity,  and 
mould  remain  with  his  ufual  affection,   &c\ 

As  1  did  not  at  all  expedt,  that  he  could  be  infenfi- 
ble  to  the  fort  of  affront  I  had  done  him,  I  refolved  to 
give  his  anger  time  to  calm,  and  to  reft  myfclf,  as  to 
our  reconciliation,  upon  the  goodnefs  of  his  nature. 
Two  days  after  he  fent  me,  by  the  hands  of  a  notary, 
half  the  fum  which  he  had  carried  away  when  he  left 
us  ;  with  a  note,  in  which  he  prayed  me  to  receive 
it  in  the  name  of  Rofe,  to  whom  it  appertained,  and 
to  acknowledge  by  an  inftrument,  that  it  was  paid 
to  me.  I  consented  to  his  requeft,  and  charged  the 
notary  to  tell  him  from  his  fifter,  from  Patrick,  and 
from  me,  that  to  purchafe  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him 
again,  and  of  living  in  a  good  underftanding  with 
him,  we  would  willingly  faerifice  not  only  this  fum, 
but  all  the  money  that  was  in  our  hands. 
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BOOK       II. 


TH  E  pains  I  was  at  in  improving  our  ha- 
bitation, and  the  mare  of  it  I  committed 
to  Rofe,  by  confulting  her  on  every  particular 
that  might  pleafe  her.  diffipated  in  a  fhort  time 
her  chagrin  for  quitting  Paris.  She  did  her- 
felf  at  leatl  a  good  deal  of  violence  in  difgui- 
ilng  it  ;  and  a  recovery  fo  prompt  and  ready 
ought  to  have  given  me  fome  fufpicion  :  But  I 
affected  to  believe  her  fincere,  being  fatisfied  e- 
nough,  to  fee  that  (lie  was  capable  of  affuming 
a  little  power  over  herfelf.  Her  indifference  For 
Mr  de  Pcffes  increafed  every  day  ;  and  I  advifed 
this  young  man  to  moderate  his  paffion,  and  to  wait 
a  return  "from  time,  of  which  he  had  no  reafon  yet 
to  defpair.  It  is  true,  that  with  the  defire  of  ex- 
empting my  filer  from  lefifer  troubles,  that  I  might 
not  give  her  room  to  repent  the  deference  flic  had 
fhewn  me,  Mr  de  Pcffes  had  entered  into  new  views 
from  the  advice  I  had  given  him.  The  reafon  I  had 
for   approving   his   love    having    been  the    interell  of 

.  whereof  I  believed  I  could  not  feenre  her  a  fet- 
too  foon,  I  found  fnyfclf  a  little  cooled  by 
her  repugnance.  I  could  not  but  own  that  inequa- 
lity of  birth  was  a  juft  objection.  It  appeared  to  me, 
neverthelefs,  that  that  defect  was  balanced  by  the 
circutn dances  of  our  fortune  ;  but  even  that  flood 
a    fuppofition    that   inclination    mould    help    to 

lift]    the    difficulty  ;      for    people    do    not    marry 
I'i(. rifely    !  for    no    Other    end,    and    I 

could  have   wiihcd   above  all  things  to   fee  my   lifter 
py. 

Theft 
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Thefe  reflexions  at  firft  fight  ferved  to  revive  mjr 
refentments  againft  George,  whom  I  accufed  for 
caufing  my  filter  to  loie  the  relilh  which  (he  formerly- 
had  for  Mr  de  Peffes.  She  was  accuftomed  to  fee 
him  ;  her  propenfion  towards  him  would  have  gained 
ftrength,  and  flie  would  have  been  brought  of  her- 
felf  to  receive  his  tenders.  Neverthelefs,  L  confidered 
alfo,  that  he  had  not  hitherto  made  any  great  pro- 
grefs  in  her  heart,  fince  an  abfence  of  a  few  days 
had  ruined  his  pretenfions.  A  young  man  flatters  him- 
felf  from  the  fmalleft  appearances,  and  interprets  every 
thing  in  his  own  favour.  A  young  lady  of  the  age  of 
Rofe,  who  has  no  precaution,  becaufe  fhc  wants  expe- 
rience, fometimes  gives  advantages  over  herfelf,  without 
knowing  it.  Her  franknefs  does  not  give  her  room  to 
think  of  confequences,  and  felf-love  in  men  figures 
to  themfelves  every  fuccefs  they  can  defire.  In  fine, 
although  Mr  de  PeiTes  entertained  me  every  day  with 
his  love  and  fufferings,  I  refolved  to  limit  my  good 
offices  to  the  fingle  aft  of  confoling  his  grief. 

His  paffion  became  fo  violent,  that  being  feized 
with  a  dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs,  I  thought  it  could 
not  be  attributed  to  any  other  caufe.  We  fpared  nei- 
ther pains  nor  coft  to  re-eftablifh  his  health,  and  even 
Rofe  appeared  to  intereft  herfelf  in  it  with  a  zeal 
that  furprifed  me.  This  gave  me  room  to  conclude, 
that  feme  change  had  been  wrought  in  her  heart, 
and  1  could  not  conceal  my  fatisfa&ion.  She  an- 
fwered  me  with  great  opennefs,  that  the  fole  motive 
of  her  care  was  gratitude  and  acknowledgment.  I 
efteem  him,  fays  lhe,  I  am  convinced  he  loves  me, 
and  I  think  what  I  do  for  him  is  a  debt.  This 
anfwer  feemed  to  me  to  carry  fo  little  appearance 
of  probability,  that  I  took  up  a  quite  different  idea 
of  her  fentiments.  But  fhe  confirmed  them  fome 
days  after  in  a  manner  that  cured  all  my  fufpicions. 
Mr  de  PeiTes  had  intreated  me  the  fir  ft  days  of 
his  ficknefs  to  fignify  his  fituation  to  his  parents, 
and  I  haftened  to  fatisfy  him.  Although  I  furficiently 
weighed  the  terms  of  my  letter,  fo  as  not  to  give 
them   any  falfe  alarm,  yet  a  juft  uneafinefs  for  the 
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health  of  an  only  fon  made  his  father  immediately 
fet  out,  and  he  arrived  at  Saifons.  He  was  a-venerable 
old  man,  and  his  appearance  at  firft  fight  declared 
all  thofe  good  qualities  which  he  had  communicated 
to  his  fon.  I  left  them  together,  and  their  conver- 
fation  lafted  about  an  hour.  In  the  end,  having 
prayed  me  to  come  to  them,  the  father  urged  me 
in  the  mod  tender  terms  to  fave  the  life  of  his  fon, 
in  granting  him  what  he  loved  more  than  him- 
felf.  He  told  me,  that  he  knew  with  what  vaft 
refpeft  and  diftance  it  became  him  to  demand 
this  favour  in  behalf  of  a  young  man,  who  was 
{o  very  inferior  to  us  in  birth,  and  who  had  no  other 
foundation  for  hope  than  his  infinite  tendernefs  for 
Rofe,  and  the  friendship  with  which  we  had  honoured 
him.  But  if  the  gifts  of  fortune  could  fupply  other 
wants,  he  would  oblige  himfelf  to  give  his  fon  the 
value  of  two  hundred  thoufand  livres  in  land  and 
money,  and  to  lay  out  twenty  thoufand  crowns  in . 
purchasing  an  employment  for  him.  I  interrupted 
him  with  affurances,  that  the  inclinations  I  had  for 
his  fon  being  always  the  fame,  he  might  depend  upon 
my  confent  ;  and  that  I  would  charge  myfelf  with 
making  thefe  new  propofals  to  my  fitter.  1  ordered 
her  to  be  called,  not  in  the  lead  doubting  upon  the 
matter,  but  that  the  offer  of  fuch  a  prefent  for- 
tune would  determine  her  in  his  favour  out  of 
hand.  She  lifteried  attentively  to  my  difcourfe,  but 
far  from  flattering  cither  father  or  fon  with  the  leait 
hopes,  fhe  protelled  civilly,  that  (lie  had  not  yet  en- 
tertained any  other  fentiments  fur  him  than  thofe  of 
ide  and  frieudfhip.  Whatever  rigour  Mr  de 
it  difcovcr  in  this  declaration,  yet  he  had 
fuch  a  fenfe  of  her  care  and  diligence  about  him  during 
his  licknefs,  that  he  recovered  agaiuit  all  hopes. 

I  own,  after  this  proof  of  ihc  indifference  of  Rofe, 

every    point  of   her   condudt  became    a    riddle  to  me. 

I  could  not  conceive  from  what  motives  a   perfon    of 

her   age   and  conltitution  fljould    to  obftioatcly   refufc 

able   young    man,   of  whofc  love  fhc  was  con- 

- 1   to    whom   flie  did  not  declare  any  aver- 
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fion  :  for  after  this  new  teftimony  of  his  pafTion 
from  the  violence  of  his  diftemper,  I  found  in  her 
more  complaifance  and  refpecl;  for  him  than  before  ; 
and  I  had  taken  the  good  underftanding  between 
them  for  the  proof  of  a  mutual  love,  if  the  chagrin 
of  Mr  de  PefTes  had  not  obliged  me  to  make  a  different 
judgment.  I  fignified  as  much  with  aftonimment- 
to  Patrick,  who  had  not  yet  fhewed  any  oppofition 
to  the  defigns  of  Mr  de  PefTes,  and  who  feemed  to 
be  more  affectionate  than  ever  to  his  fifter  fince  our 
refidence  at  Saifons.  He  made  me  an  anfwer  fo- 
vague  and  indeterminate,  and  with  an  air  of  fo  much 
conflraint,  that  I  might  have  conceived  fome  diftrult, 
if  I  had  been  lefs  acquainted  with  his  character  :  but 
I  believed  him  to  be  intirely  taken  up  with  his  me- 
lancholy, his  books,  and  the  perpetual  alterations  he 
"was  making  in  the  garden  and  the  houfe.  1  depend- 
ed too  much  upon  him,  and  could  never  imagine  that 
a  mind  and  a  heart  fo  excellent  could  be  capable  of 
deceiving. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  nothing  has 
contributed  fo  much  to  my  errors  and  difficulties  as 
this  credulous  bias  in  maintaining  too  favourable  an 
opinion  of  the  virtue  of  others  ;  and  in  thinking,  by 
a  little  fludy  and  fearch  into  the  bottom  of  a  cha- 
racter, to  difcover  the  natural  principles  of  integrity, 
and  the  inclinations  to  good.  I  had  not  any  com- 
merce with  the  grand  paflions  by  experience  of  my 
own  ;  and  without  this  key  one  cannot  perfectly  enter 
into  the  knowledge  of  the  heart  of  man,  which  con- 
fills  only  in  an  acquaintance  with  the  effects  of  the 
paffions.  How  can  we  conceive  with  a  fedate  heart, 
that  it  contains  impulfes  capable  of  making  us  forget 
thofe  duties  which  we  love,  and  which  we  cannot 
even  think  of  violating  without  rembrfe  ?  after  this 
manner  I  always  repofed  a  confidence  in  the  charac- 
ter of  another  very  near  as  much  as  in  my  own  ;  and 
whenever  1  chanced  to  become  the  bubble  of  thefe 
notions,  I  loved  rather  to  charge  the  error  to  my  own 
account,  in  believing  I  had  deceived  myfelf  in  the 
judgment  I  had  made,  than  to  accufe  virtue  of  in* 

conilancy- 
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constancy  or  wcaknefs.  Thefe  are  falfe  ideas,  which 
iuppofe  in  men  an  excefs  of  gooduefs  or  wickednefs, 
and  withal  an  invariable  fteadfaitnefs  and  conllancy 
in  either,  of  which  human  nature  is  rarely  capable. 
The  example  of  Patrick  has  helped  more  to  my  induc- 
tion than  all  my  own  reafonings   and  knowledge, 

He  was  foch  as  I  have  painted  him  ;   but   among 
a  thoufand   excellent  qualities  he  had  two,   the  leatt 
excefs    of    which    might    change    into    vices.       The 
one  was,  that  complaiiance  which  made  him  agree- 
able in  converfation,    but   which    inceffantly  expofed 
him    to  be  milled  by  the    counfels  and  examples  of 
his    acquaintance.      The  other    was,    a  perpetual  un- 
eahnefs  to  himfelf,   which    wanted  to   be  iettled,    and 
which    made    him    lay  hold  without  difcernment  on 
tiling   that  carried  an  appearance  of  promillng 
his   heart    that    repofe  of   which    he    was  in   fearch. 
Thefe  two   enemies  of  his  happinefs  aud   virtue  had 
already  engaged    him    in    more   than  one  falfe   ftep. 
thelefs,  thefe  outward  appearances  had  already 
impof  -d  on  me.      To  the  furprife  I   had  remarked    to 
Lini,  he    contented  himfelf  to    anfwer,   that  not  being 
aarantee  of  his  liflei's   inclinations,     he    was  of 
opinion  only  that  fhe   ought  neither  to  be   conflrained 
nor    importuned  ;     but  that  after  the  manner   fhe  had 
d  herfclf,    there  was    little    appearance  that  fhe 
iitimento.        He    added,  that  fince 
all    our   projects  of  marrying  her   had  thus   failed,  he 
t   know  whether    it  was  agreeable    to   decency 
continue    [o    long    with 
This    advice    was    injiuuaied    fo    dcxteroully,    that    it 

I    agreed    that  the  rcpu- 
I    fotne  caution    aud    addrcfa. 
Mr   de    P    I        I ..;  ,  :  ■    :     near    iix    months  at   Saifons. 
I  was   refolved  to  give    him  warning  to    remove, 
all    the   cpenne!  .ndour    of    fiieudfhip  ;     that 

io  long  an  abode  with  us,    when    his   pretenfions    were 
iic  in  a  marriage,  might  be  fu 
;    that     I    wai    convinced    DM    po- 
litcnifs    and    refpeft     fj  : 

In   reality,    after 

complaints 
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complaints  of  his  misfortunes,  he  confeffed  that  my 
fcruples  were  juft,  and  took  the  refolution  of  re- 
tiring to  Paris.  I  could  by  no  means  refufe  him 
the  permiffion  he  requcited,  of  coming  often  to 
fee  us.  Patrick  had  during  this  time  made  many 
little  journeys,  fometimes  at  my  requeft,  and  fome- 
times  out  of  views  of  his  own.  I  had  importuned 
him  to  go  often  to  St.  Germain,  and  reproached  myfelf 
for  never  having  been  yet  there.  My  intention  had 
always  been  to  procure  ourfelves  to  be  introduced  to 
king  James  by  fome  of  our  friends,  and  I  had  caft 
my  eyes  o;i  Mr  de  Sercine,  whom  that  Prince  ho- 
noured with  his  confidence.  But  I  ardently  wimed 
that  George  would  accompany  us,  and  waited  with 
impatience  that  he  fhould  make  fome  advances  to- 
ward a  reconciliation.  I  had  given  it  in  charge  to 
Patrick  not  only  to  difpofe  Mr  de  Sercine  to  do  us 
the  fervice  I  expected  from  him,  but  alfo  to  bring 
about  fome  interview  with  his  brother,  and  to  re- 
prefent  to  him,  of  what  importance  it  would  be  for 
us  to  live  in  a  better  underltanding  together,  and  to 
fue  for  in  concert  the  king's  protection  for  our  fa- 
mily. As  I  never  recommended  any  commifiions 
with  fo  much  zeal  as  I  did  thefe  to  him,  it  fur- 
prifed  me  to  fee  with  what  coldnefs  he  gave  me  an 
account  of  the  execution  of  them;  but  I  attributed 
his  fupinenefs  to  his  natural  humour,  and  took  the 
refolution  of  going  myfelf  to  St.  Germain,  where  I  faw 
Mr  de  Sercine,  and  Mr  Dillian,  for  the  firfl  time. 
They  did  not  receive  me  like  a  perfon  unknown  ; 
George  had  taken  care  to  give  them  a  picture  of  my 
miferable  figure  ;  they  even  faluted  me  by  my  name, 
although  I  was  not  introduced  to  either  of  them  but 
under  the  title  of  an  Irifh  ecclefiaflic.  But  if  I 
found  myfelf  nothing  but  a  fubject  for  laughter,  in  the 
fir  ft  circumflances  of  my  two  vifits,  I  was  heavily 
concerned  to  find  myfelf  treated  with  a  coldnefs 
which  I  did  not  expect.  With  much  ado,  they  got 
out  fome  compliments  of  fervices  ;  all  their  en- 
tertainment turned  upon  the  merit  of  my  two 
brothers,     and    the    marks    of    his    favour    which 

the 
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the  king  was  pleafed  to  give  them.  They  men- 
tioned al£b  the  beauty  of  my  filler,  and  with  what 
impatience  fhe  was  expected  at  the  court  of  St. 
Germain. 

The  fear  of  being  turned  into  a  new  ridicule,  by 
demanding  the  explanation  of  a  difcourfe,  of  which 
I  did  not  comprehend  one  word,  made  me  (hortea 
my  compliments.  I  retired  with  a  good  deal  of  vex- 
ation, and  initead  of  pafiing  eight  days  at  St.  Ger- 
main, as  I  propofed,  I  thought  of  nothing  but  making 
the  bed  of  my  way  to  Saifons.  It  behoved  me  to  clear 
up  fpeedily  what  I  had  heard.  I  thought  in  general, 
that  I  had  been  betrayed  by  Fatrick,  and  made  a 
fport  of  by  the  ill-judged  prudence  of  George.  But 
what  ought  I  to  think  of  Rofq  ?  The  interell  of  that 
dear  Inter  gave  me  a  mortal  alarm.  I  arrived  at 
Saifons,  intirely  taken  up  with  my  fears.  As  I  had 
left  home  but  the  evening  before,  they  were  far  from 
expecting  my  return  fo  foon. 

In  entering  the  court,  I  faw  fome  lackeys  in  li- 
veries, with  which  I  was  not  acquainted,  two  coaches 
and  fame  horfes  which  the  fervants  were  faddling. 
I  advanced  towards  the  houfe  ;  they  difcovered  me  ; 
and  I  heard  a  valt  clattering  and  racket  in  drawing 
down  windows  and  matting  chamber- doors  with 
the  greateit  precipitation.  I  found  fome  difficulty  in 
believing  my  ears  and  my  eyes.  What  do  they  mean  ? 
fays  I  ;  would  they  intirely  (hut  me  out  of  my  houfe  : 

red.     Not  one  perfofl  came  to  receive  me.      I  im- 
mediately went   up  to  my  apartment,   without   having 
to    dear    Dp    what    I  already  thought  fo  fatal, 

veu    to  call    one  of  our  fervants.      For   I   came 

unattended    and   on  foot,  having  difcharged  at 

>  the  St.  Germain  ftagc-coach. 

I    remained   fome   moments    in    a  profound   filence, 

during    which    I     was     meditating    on    what   manner 

they  would    probably  conduct  themfelves  to  mc.      At 

lalt  I  heard   Patrick's   voice,   who  afked    fome   of  the 

:s    where    I  wes  ?   He  then    came    to    my  charn- 

fitting    with   my  head    leaning   on   my 

1  did   not   quit    thij   pollurc,     and    without 

even 
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even  opening  my  eyes  I  waited  with  a  great  deal  of 
affliction  for  fomebody  to  explain  to  me  what  I 
had  to  hope  or  fear  ;  for  my  firft  fufpicions  had  fal- 
len on  George,  and  I  well  imagined  that  it  could  be 
no  body  but  he,  who  came  to  carry  away  his  fifter 
from  me.  My  filence,  and  the  tokens  I  fhewed 
of  a  lively  affliction,  touched  the  tender-heaitcd 
Patrick.  He  continued  like  one  in  doubt,  whether 
he  ought  to  open  his  mouth.  I  lifted  up  my  eyes 
on  him  ;  my  fir.t  look  made  him  blufb.  In  fine, 
the  goodnefs  of  his  temper  prevailed  over  all  his 
projects  ;  he  told  me  ingenuoufly,  that  he  knew  the 
caufe  ©f  my  chagrin,  and  that  he  was  afhamed  to 
have  deceived  me. 

And  you  too,  O  Patrick  !  interrupted  I  him  with 
a  deep  iigh.  Alas  !  what  have  you  then  done  I 
what  reafon  have  ycu  to  aiftruft  me?  He  acknow- 
ledged he  was  guilty,  and  promifed  to  make  a 
conftffion  of  all  his  faults.  But  that,  which  preffes 
harder!  now,  fays  he,  that  embarrafment  in  which 
you  found  us  upon  your  arrival,  and  in  which  I 
yet  remain,  is  this  ;  my  brother  is  here,  and  I  am 
engaged  to  favour  his  defign  of  carrying  Rofe  to 
Paris.  She  has  conferred  to  it  ;  and  I  fear  you  will- 
not  be  able  to  make  an  oppefition,  without  drawing- 
on  yourfclf  fome  new  vexation.  I  preffed  him  to  ex- 
plain himfelf  more  at  large.  He  confefied  to  me, 
that  in  the  firft  motions  of  furprife  and  confufion, 
into  which  my  unexpected  return  had  cad  them, 
George  had  commanded  him  with  a  fierce  air  to 
come  and  declare  to  me,  th*t  he  was  refolved  not 
to  be  twice  my  dupe,  and  that  if  I  attempted  to  de- 
tain Rofe,  I  ihould  oblige  him  againft  Lis  inclinati- 
ons to  the  commital  of  fome  violence.  What  fide 
fhall  I  take  ?  fays  he  to  me  ;  I  always  thought  I  had 
engaged  myfclf  imprudently,  but  I  had  not  power 
to  defend  myfelf  againft  his  inftances,  nor  to  refill 
fome  promifes  he  made  me. 

Although  1  was  fenfible  of  all  the  difficulties  of 
my  fituation,  I  was  fo  well  fatisfied  to  fee  Patrick 
return  to  his  duty  and  my  interefts,  that  I  forth- 
with 
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with  rcfumed  hopes.  I  put  off  all  other  queflions, 
till  we  fliould  be  under  more  quiet  circumitances  ; 
and  thinking  on  nothing  but  the  prefent  evil,  I 
-allied  him,  If  George  was  alone  ?  He  told  me  that 
he  had  with  him  three  ladies,  and  two  gentlemen, 
to  one  of  whom  he  intended  to  marry  Rofe.  A 
new  temerity  this,  whieh  raifed  in  me  as  much 
grief  as  aftonifhment.  Marry  Rofe  !  cried  I,  to 
whom  then  ?  and  by  what  right  does  he  pretend 
to  difpofe  of  her  hand  without  my  knowledge, 
and  without  my  approbation  ?  He  anfwered  quick- 
ly, that  I  ought  not  to  be  alarmed  ;  for  as  to  what 
regarded  this  marriage,  George  had  taken  no  (lep  in 
it,  but  by  the  advice  and  approbation  of  all  our 
friends  and  relations  at  St  Germain  ;  that  the  king 
himfelf  had  given  his  confent,  and  that  the  match 
was  equally  honourable  and  advantageous  for  our 
filler.  Every  word  of  fo  ftrangc  an  account  augmented 
my  furprifc  and  confternatioo.  But,  replies  I,  with 
a  voice  difordercd  by  refentment,  am  I  then  looked 
upon  as  a  cypher  ?  Do  you  in  fuch  a  point  as  this 
fet  at  nought  my  tendernefs,  my  character,  and  the 
rights  of  my  age  ?  Moreover,  to  marry  the  girl 
without  consulting  her,  without  her  knowledge, 
without  her  feeing  the  hufband  deftincd  for  her  ! 
He  interrupted  me  by  an  afmrance,  that  in  relation  to 
me,  they  had  refolved  to  inform  me  of  all  the  amour 
before  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  ;  and  that  as 
to  the  lover,  he  had  viiited  Rofe  (o  often  i:i  com- 
pany with  George  iince  our  residence  at  Saifons,  that 
flie  had  time  to  know  him,  and  to  have  for  him  an 
high  cl'tecm. 

Jt  was    impoflible    that   this   lad    flroke   fhould  fail 
to  make   me   know  what  a  wretched  May  game   I 
been    to    them    fince   our    departure   from 

.led   no  other  explanation,  and  taking  my  aim 
;,     I    pra;  tp    inform 

r,   that    I    impatiently  defired    a    v.\>rd  with 
him  in    private.      He    agreed   to    fatisfy  ir.»  , 

me,   ;.  1  to  the   departure  of  Rofe.     13       \ 

wai 
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was  as  much  furprifed  as  at  all  the  reft,  to  fee 
him  return  forrowful  to  tell  me,  that  George  absolute- 
ly refufed  to  fee  me,  unlefs  I  would  promife  to  con- 
fent  to  the  departure  of  my  lifter,  and  to  live  in 
friendfhip  with  him  for  the  time  to  come.  Hea- 
ven !  cried  I,  lifting  up  my  eyes,  you  are  witnefs 
on  whom  the  peace  depends  at  this  time.  But  I 
will  go  myfelf  to  him,  fince  he  rcfufes  to  come  to 
me. 

I  went  down  the  fame  moment,  and  notwith- 
standing the  agitation  of  all  my  thoughts,  I  re- 
ceived fo  much  ftrength  from  heaven,  as  to  affume 
a  calm  and  compofed  air.  I  entered  into  the  a- 
partment,  where  they  expected  nothing  lefs  than  to 
fee  me,  after  the  timoroufnefs  they  obferved  in 
my  feeking  to  be  alone  upon  my  arrival.  George 
appeared  to  be  difconcerted,  Rofe  trembled,  and  all 
the  fpeclators,  who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs,  and  who  had  a  part  or  counter- 
plot to  a£t,  feemed  to  be  under  a  kind  of  embarraf- 
ment.  But  when  I  had  opened  my  mouth  to  unfold 
myfelf  with  moderation,  all  the  resolution  I  had  ga- 
thered abandoned  me  at  the  fight  of  Mr  de  Ser- 
cine,  on  whom  I  by  chance  caft  my  eyes.  This 
was  the  fame  gentleman,  whom  I  had  fecn  that 
very  morning  at  St.  Germain  ;  our  near  relation, 
an  aged  man,  a  courtier,  who  had  the  reputation 
of  having  a  great  flock  of  wifdom  and  experience. 
I  found  all  of  a  fudden,  from  the  complaifance  he 
had  fhewn  in  accompanying  George,  the  caufe  of 
his  cold  reception  of  me,  and  I  confefs  that  his  pre- 
fence,  and  my  calling  this  to  mind,"  had  at  once 
froze  my  blood.  He  perceived  that  my  confufion 
had  tied  my  tongue,  and  taking  up  the  difcourfe 
himfelf,  he  intreated  me  not  to  take  offence,  that 
his  zeal  for  our  houfe,  and  his  friendfnip  for  my 
brothers  and  filler,  had  made  him  enter  into  fome 
meafures,  which  were  indeed  taken  without  my. 
participation,  but  that  they  ought  not  to  alarm  my 
wifdom  and  piety  ;  that  of  all  the  peiTons  I  faw 
in    my    houfe,    there    was    not    one    from    whom  I 

might 
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might  not  expert  all  forts  of  opportunities  of  do- 
ing me  friendfhip  and  fcrvice;  that  that  was  his 
fpoufe,  and  thefe  his  two  daughters,  with  my  lord 
Linch,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  hopes,  who  had 
contracted  a  itrict  friendfhip  with  my  brothers,  and 
who  had  yet  fentiments  more  tender  for  my  filter; 
that  the  retreat  to  which  I  had  confined  Patrick  and 
Rofe  being  an  unpromifing  way  to  advance  them  in 
the  world,  and  the  ftate  of  our  affairs  not  permit- 
ting us  to  make  a  better  choice,  he  came  here  with  all 
the  affection  of  a  relation  and  a  friend  to  offer  them 
his  houfe  and  his  credit  at  court;  that  Rofe  mould 
not  meet  with  a  lefs  agreeable  reception  than  my 
brothers,  who  already  had  the  honour  of  being  pre- 
fented  to  the  king;  that  this  prince  wiihed  ardently 
to  fee  Rofe,  from  the  defcription  which  my  lord 
Linen  had  given  him  of  her:  in  fine,  that  he  came  to 
take  her,  with  his  wife  and  daughters,  to  conduct 
her  to  Paris,  where  Hie  fhould  pais  fome  days  to  pro- 
vide cloaths,  and  from  thence  to  St.  Germain,  where 
fhe  was  expected:  As  to  myfelf,  if  I  perfifted  in  my 
inclination  for  folitude,  I  might  refide  quietly  at  Sai- 
fons,  and  that  all  the  friends  of  our  family  would 
employ  their  interefts  to  obtain  me  a  benefice  or  fome 
other  provifion  of  a  churchman. 

Having  had  time  to  recollect  myfelf  during  this 
difcourfe,  I  conceived  that  my  complaints,  my  ob- 
;3,  and  my  fcrupks,  would  be  little  hearkened 
unto,  and  that  they  would  not  wait  for  my  confent  to 
execute  the  project  they  had  formed  without  confut- 
ing me.  The  indifference  mewed  me,  in  fo  coldly  ad- 
viiing  me  to  refide  where  I  was,  gave  me  a  little  con- 
cern. It  was  not  to  the  careffes  of  men,  or  the  fa- 
vours of  fortune,  that  my  foul  was  feniible;  it  was 
to  the  hard-hcartednefs  of  George,  whofc  fond  conceit 
bore  heavy  upon  all  my  cares,  nnd  turned  me  into 
ridicule  for  my  ttiidcrncfs  and  zral :  For  I  clearly 
difeovered,  from  the  conduct  and  difcourfe  of  Mr  de 
1  ic,  the  opinion  which  they  had  given  him  of  inc. 
I  was  yet  touched  more  to  the  quick  ;it  tin-  blindi.efs 
of  Rofe  and   Patrick,  who  delivered  ihemfclvcs  up  fo 

raflily 
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vainly  to  their  firft  expectations,  and  at  the  ingrati- 
tude with  which  they  were  determined  to  cauie  me 
the  moft  mortal  grief  that  I  could  poffibly  fuffer. 
Notwithstanding,  in  fpight  of  the  troubles  into  which 
thefe  bitter  reflections  cafl  me,  I  formed  upon  the 
fpot  the  only  two  refolutions  which  remained  for  me 
to  take  under  thefe  forrowful  circum  Stances;  the  one 
was,  to  fpare  them  even  my  reproaches,  fmcc  they 
had  hitherto  been  unprofitable,  and  which  could  ferve 
for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  render  them  more  blame- 
able;  the  other  was,  to  return  with  all  fpecd  to  Ire- 
land, and  to  think  no  more  of  being  ufeful  to  them 
otherwifc  than  by  my  vows  and  prayers.  They  had 
of  themfelves  found  counfels,  protection,  fuccour, 
and  eftablimments,  if  one  could  believe  the  flatteries 
of  their  felf-love ;  they  had  no  mere  to  expect  from 
me,  and  moreover  it  appeared  plainly  enough  that  they 
were  willing  to  receive  no  more  of  my  advice. 

I  mail  not  affirm  that  refentment  and  vexation 
did  not  enter  into  the  composition  of  that  internal 
oath  I  had  taken  of  quitting  France;  but  I  am  con- 
fluent at  leaf!  that  reafon  and  religion  found  nothing 
to'  condemn  in  it.  On  the  contrary,  they  both  with 
equal  force  perfuaded  me  to  that  journey;  and  when 
I  found  my  mind  more  free,  and  my  blood  lefs  in 
motion,  I  gave  thanks  to  heaven  for  having  per- 
mitted me,  who  had  been  engaged  in  powerful  bonds 
to  a  party,  to  furmount  the  weakoefs  of  blood,  and 
the  motions  of  an  exceffive  tendernefs. 

I  had  then  power  to  make  this  calm  anfwer  to  Mr 
de  Sercine;  that  the  interefls  of  my  brothers  and 
filter  were  very  fafely  placed  ici  his  hands;  and  though 
I  had  a  right  to  expect  to  be  treated  with  a  little  more 
regard  and  confidence,  I  had  nevertheless  the  confo- 
lation  to  fee  my  family  highly  honoured  in  the  King's 
protection  and  his.  I  faid  no  more;  and  this  civil 
anfwer,  which  was  lefs  expected  than  Some  ftrokes  of 
moral  chagrin,  revived  a  tranquillity  and  joy  in  all 
the  aiTembly  ;  it  helped  to  moderate  and  cool  the  for- 
mer heats.  I  then  did  the  honours  of  the  h 
and   took  a  part  in  the  convcrfation,  with  a  rcfolu- 

'  ticn 
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tron  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might  renew  my  grief, 
BOtvvith (landing  the  fight  of  Role,  whom  I  looked 
upon  as  the  unhappy  viclim  of  the  ambition  of  my 
brother.  Her  innocent  charms,  her  bafhful  and  per- 
plexed looks,  which  with  pain  (lie  fixed  on  me, 
wrung  fome  fighs  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
which  I  could  not  keep  in  wilhout  violence.  I  Formed 
a  de/ign  of  holding  a  private  converfation  with  her, 
to  make  a  new  effort  on  her  mind,  or  at  lead  to  for- 
tify it  by  the  repetition  of  my  ancient  maxims.  1 
made  a  Ogn  to  her  to  follow  me  out  of  the  apartment, 
and  (he  would  have  obeyed,  but  George  obferved  me. 
He  penetrated  my  defign,  and  holding  her  down  when 
(he  was  about  to  life  and  follow  me,  he  .  Seeded 

fweetnefs  faid  to  me,  that  I  had  had  all  feafons  to 
give  my  fage  ccunfels  to  Rofc,  and  mull  not  now  de- 
prive fuch  honoutable  company  of  her  prefence  ;  and 
that  by  putting  her  into  the  hands  of  Madam  do  Ser- 
cine,  1  might  reckon  that  file  had  no  further  oCCafion 
for  any  other    UiTon   than    the   example    of  a    lady  fo 

;c  and  prudent.  After  tKis  manner  my  all  was 
cruelly  ravimed  fiom  me,  without  leaving  me  the 
pleafure  of  giving  her  in  private  the  Jati  adieu. 
With  difficulty  1  had  the  liberty  of  convevfing  a 
moment  with  Patrick.  I  did  not  enter  into  any  new 
detail,  but  after  fomejuft  reproaches  on  his  weakness, 

.  rendered  all  his  good  qualities  unprofitable,  I 
exhorted   him  to  the  love  at  ,   even  at 

the  time  lie  mould  forget  ice  of  it  ;  and  1  fore- 

tue  evils  with  which  he  was  threa- 
tened.    It  is  poffible  I  mould  not  have  hen  able  to  cori- 
i    him    the   refolution  of    my  departure*    if 
ichended   fo   much    my   fedu&inn*, 

;h  I  had  n  fear   bis,  bad   not 

betwi  d  nie  with  an  air  of 

fortune  with    Rc.fr  and  I  that    I  mould 

to  whom  he  fliould  make  an  offering  of 

1  he  profits;    and  that  he  rCO  'prizes 

•   Cio,  fayi  I,  j  v  your 

fortune  fuj  i  ardent 

Vol.  I.  D  .vers 
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prayers  is  to  fee  you  wife  and  happy  :  But  I  am  mis- 
taken if  you  become  fo  by  fuch  ilrange  methods.  Mr 
de  Sercine,  and  my  lord  Linch,  who  joined  us  the 
fame  moment,  affe&ed  to  interrupt  me  by  mifplaced 
compliments.  It  was  eafy  to  obferve,  that  they  all 
three  acted  by  concert,  to  take  from  me  the  power  of 
faying  fome  things  to  them  which  they  could  not  hear 
without  fhamc.  Neceffity  made  me  yield  to  thf%  ty- 
ranny. I  faw  them  go,  without  giving  them  any 
other  token  of  refentment  but  my  filence.  I  held 
my  eyes  conftantly  down,  and  when  in  taking  their 
leave  they  affured  me  they  would  often  fend  me  ti- 
dings of  them,  I  made  them  no  anfwer  but  by  an 
inclination  cf  the  head  and  profound  reverences. 

It  is  true,  that  Patrick  protcfted  to  me,  preffing  my 
hand,  that  my  intereils  mould  be  always  as  dear  to 
him  as  his  own,  and  that  he  would  fpeedily  give  me 
better  proofs  cf  his  fentiments.  But  what  could  I 
build  upon  a  character  fo  weak  and  inconftant,  in 
whom  it  appeared,  that  new  imprefiions  were  always 
the  itrongeft  ?  He  had  acknowledged  his  duty  two 
hours  before  ;  he  had  engiged  himfelf  to  my  views, 
by  confeiling  his  fault  in  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  drawn 
away  by  the  counfels  of  his  brother;  and  I  had  feen 
him  advance  to  fly  me  with  an  air  of  as  much  fatis- 
fac/tion  as  they  had  who  would  ravifh  him  from  me, 
without  having  even  explained  to  me  the  bottom  of 
Iiis  defigns,  and  without  giving  me  any  light  into  his 
former  Iteps,  to  fcrve  at  lea  it  as  a  rule  for  my  own 
conduct.  I  employed  the  firlt  moments  I  paficd  alone 
after  their  departure,  in  renewing  the  oath  I  had 
taken  to  quit  France.  I  had  now  no  rcafons  remain- 
ing to  give  me  the  leaft  fcruple  in  doing  this.  I 
-was  difengaged  from  all  my  duties  by  their  obftinacy 
and  flight  ;  and  after  the  outrageous  manner  in  which 
they  came  to  treat  me,  tendernefs  of  blood  would  be 
no  more  than  a  weaknefs. 

Neverthelefs,  as  I  would  give  no  room  for  reproach, 
I  did  not  think  I  ought  to  abandon  Saifons  without 
leaving  fome  perfons  of  truft  in  it,  to  take  care  of 
their  affairs,    and  who   would    faithfully   deliver   up 

what 
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what  I  was  refolved  to  leave  them.  Although  the 
right  of  primogeniture  had  given  me  the  bed  part  of 
all  that  we  had  poffeifed  hitherto  in  common,  my 
refolution  was  to  relign  to  them  without  exception 
all  my  pretenfions  thereto,  and  to  take  only  out  of  the 
money  yet  in  my  hands  as  much  as  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  defray  the  expences  of  my  journey.  Cole- 
raine  afforded  me  a  retreat,  where  I  could  always  live 
commodioufly  on  the  profits  of  my  benefice  alone* 
I  then  call  my  eyes  on  Mr  de  PtfTes,  whofe  probity 
I  was  perfectly  acquainted  with,  and  even  judging  that: 
a  commiffion  of  this  nature  would  be  agreeable  to 
him,  as  it  would  afford  him  frefh  oppo* t unities  of 
doing  fervice  to  Rofe  and  my  brothers,  I  fent  for  him 
to  come  immediately  to  Saifons. 

This  extraordinary  invitation  gave  him  fome  hopes, 
which  appeared  upon  his  arrival  to  be  but  ill-ground- 
ed ;  for  acquainting  him  with  my  refolution  to  re- 
turn to  Ireland,  I  did  not  leave  him  ignorant  of  the 
motives  of  it,  nor  confequentiy  conceal  from  him 
that  which  I  had  difcovered  from  my  fhort  conver- 
fation  with  Patrick  upon  what  related  to  Rofe  and 
my  lord  Linch.  He  was  at  fir  ft  out  of  meafure  af- 
flicted, even  to  make  me  fear  fome  fatal  effeci  from 
his  grief,  when  he  confidered  upon  the  whole,  that 
my  departure  deprived  him  of  the  only  refource  he 
could  have  about  her.  Neverthelefs,  recovering  from 
this  tranfport,  and  feeing  me  too  ilrongly  fortified 
in  my  delign  to  give  him  room  to  flatter  himfclf 
that  I  could  poHibly  change  my  fentiments,  lie  re- 
joiced, as  I  had  forcfeen,  at  the  choice  I  made  to 
commit  to  him  the  truft  of  our  houfe.  He  acquired 
by  this  Hep  a  right  of  feeing  my  filler  again,  and  of 
holding  fome  conefpondence  with  her,  which  he 
could  not  promifc  himfelf  othrrwife,  under  circum- 
ftanccs  fo  little  favourable  for  his  love.  I  afked  him, 
if  being  lodged  near  Patrick  in  his  rcfidence  at  Sai- 
fons, he  had  never  perceived  any  thing  that  had  paffed 

rary  to  hi*  inter* ft  and  mine.     He  told  me  1. 
often  imagined,  during  whole  nights,  that  he  had  heard 
t  noife  in    the  garden,  and  in   other  places  ;   but  that 
D  2  raillruftin^ 
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fni&rufting  nothing  good  manners  would  not  give  hi'nrt 
leave  to  carry  bis  curiofity  very  far  in  another  perfon's 
houfe.  I  interrogated  upon  the  fame  head  the  only 
domellij  I  had  left  with  me,  and  could  draw  no  fur- 
ther light  from  him  ;  fo  that  on  my  departure  I 
could  not  carry  away  the  fatisfaclion  of  knowing  by 
what  artifices  they  had  deceived  me,  nor  if  1  had  it 
yet  in  my  power  to  fhield  myfelf  from  thtm.  This 
knowledge  indeed  would  not  at  all  repair  the  evil  ; 
but  it  would  help  me  to  reafon  more  juftly,  on  the  un- 
happy confequences  that  mud  neceflarily  follow. 

It  was  not  without  a  tender  regret,  that  I  next 
morning  to*»k  leave  of  Mr  de  Pedes,  having  riril  put 
into  his  cuftody  about  ten  thoufand  crowns,  which 
were  the  only  remains  of  the  fortune  of  our  ance- 
llors.  I  left  with  him  a  common  note,  addreiTcd  to 
my  brothers,  in  which  I  declared  to  them  without 
any  mark  of  refentmeut,  that  finding  myfelf  difen- 
gaged  from  all  my  promifes  by  a  thoufand  reafons, 
which  I  avoided  to  repeat,  I  hr.d  taken  the  refolu- 
tion  of  returning  to  Coleraine,  and  that  if  I  had 
once  thought  I  had  the  power  of  preferring  them  for 
fome  time  to  my  flock,  I  now  looked  upon  myfelf 
obliged  to  return  to  my  ancient  duties,  fince  my 
pretence  and  cares  had  become  abfolutely  unprofit- 
able to  them.  I  exhorted  them'  to  remember  their 
birth  and  their  religion,  and  what  their  duty  was 
from  thefe  two  motives  to  God  and  to  the  honour 
of  their  anceftors.  I  earneftly  recommended  their 
fifter  to  them,  the  care  of  whom  was  from  hence- 
forth their  firft  duty,  and  of  whom  they  mud  give 
fo  much  the  more  rigorous  account,  as  they  had  vo- 
luntarily charged  themfelves  with  her.  Inline,  I  ac- 
quainted them  that  I  had  put  into  the  care  of  Mr 
de  Peffes,  our  houfe  and  money,  to  which  I  affigned 
to  them  all  my  right.  I  left  him  with  a  much 
longer  letter  for  Rofe,  which  contained  nothing 
but"  tendernefs  and  wholefome  counfels.  Nevcrthe- 
lefs,  I  could  not  conceal  that  1  did  myfelf  a  good 
deal  of  violence  in  writing  with  fuch  moderation. 
It  was  fufficieut  to   let  her  know,  that  all  the  wounds 

of 
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of  my  heart  were  clofed.  I  Rifled  my  complaint?, 
having  refolved  for  the  future  to  take  no  advice  but 
from  reafon  and  my  duty. 

However,  I  had  yet  another  combat  with  myfelf, 
in  paffing  through  St  Germain  in  my  way  to  Dieppe  ; 
and  I  had  a  Wronger  proof  than  ever,  from  the  pain 
1  endured  in  overcoming  myfelf,  that  the  belt  re- 
gulated movements  of  nature  are  difficult  to  be  go- 
verned. What  pains  then  ought  it  of  confequence 
to   coil    us    to   obtain    a   complete  •.    the 

pafiions  ?     I   knew  that    my    broth  filler    in- 

tended to  be  at  court  before  the  cud  of  the  week. 
I  found  I  had  an  inclination  to  v.  and  to 

feek,  for  the  laft  time,  the  opportai 
Sometimes  I  had  it  in  my  thou 
with  all  the  reproaches  they  had  defer  which 

the  prefence  of  Mr  de  Sercine  had  obliged  me  to 
flifle  in  my  heart.  Sometimes  it  was  to  ^■■.v'fy  my 
tendernefs,  which  was  yet  powerful  enough  co  make 
me  forget  their  ingratitude.  They' were  in  no  ex- 
pectation of  my  departure;  they  had  reeer  looked 
upon  my  propofal  of  quieting  them,  which  my  difcort- 
tent  had  often  made  me  threaten,  as  a  f  mace. 

It    might  yet  pofllbly  happen,  that  wh  lw  me 

on    the  road  ready  to  be  gone  without  -  a  re- 

turn,   that   the    memory  of  all  that    1 
and   the   (Ha me  of   having   cair 
Katione,    might  oblige    them  to  rcfume  th'-  fen- 
timer  ts  which   they  once   had    for  me.      Bur.   if   they 

'    do   f},    to   what  end    could   foch 
aim  :   They  were   already  too  far 

,    whom   decency   w<  uld 
not  permit   them   to  abandon,    and  whofe  vi 
never  be  made  to  accord    with    mine.       Moreover,    it 
was   flattering  myfelf  too    much  to  that   they 

were   difpoh.  1    to    a    reconciliation    with  rtl 
become    inconvenient    and  troublcfome    to    them;     I 

. 
tn  y  won!  1  receive  my 
and    whet! 

[ties    to   M 
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Sercine  and  Mr  Dillon,  might  not  yet  crown  his  re- 
venge by  fome  notable  infult?  out  of  all  thefe  reflec- 
tioas  I  applied  my  mind  to  thofe  which  ought  to 
make  me  haiten  my  journey.  I  arrived  at  Dieppe, 
where  I  took  the  advantage  of  the  firft  veflel  that 
was  bound  for  London.  The  moment  I  embarked, 
a  letter  was  fent  me  from  Mr  de  Peffes,  which  he 
had  addrefied  to  me  by  chance  at  the  fame  inn  in 
which  we  paffed  fome  days  on  our  arrival  in  France. 
I  doubted  whether  I  ought  to  read  it,  under  a  fear 
of  difcovering  fome  new  fubjeel:  of  pain  ;  but  a 
tendemefs  for  my  blood  prevailed  again.  I  opened  it, 
and  found  that  it  contained  frefh  instances  to  Hop  me 
ihort  in  my  journey,  together  with  the  relation  of 
a  vifit,  which  Mr  de  PtfTes  had  paid  to  my  brothers 
and  After.  Having  fortunately  difcevered  the  place 
of  their  abode  at  Paris,  he  did  not  lofe  one  mo- 
ment in  acquainting  them  with  my  departure.  Rofe 
fell  into  a  fvvoon  at  the  news,  and  did  not  come 
to  herfelf  without  fliedding  a  torrent  of  tears. 
Patrick  alio  gave  all  the  tokens  of  a  lively  grief. 
Even  George  himfelf  appeared  to  be  ftruck  at  a  dif- 
covery  fo  unexpected ;  yet  he  applied  out  of  hand 
all  his  wit  to  confole  his  filler  and  brother,  in  repre- 
fenting  to  them,  that  my  prefence  was  no  way  necefifary 
to  their  projedU  ;  that  nothing  could  hinder  them  from 
hoping  that  I  might  live  happily  enough  on  my  be- 
nefice ;  and  that  if  their  affairs  took  fuch  a  turn 
as  they  had  reafon  to  promife  themfelves,  it  would 
never  be  too  late  to  invite  me  to  come  back  to  fhaie 
in  their  fortune.  Mr  de^effes  concluded  with  the 
tears  of  Rofe,  and  the  regrets  of  Patrick,  whom  I 
yet  loved  tenderly,  and  that  if  \  would  try  any  new  ef- 
foit,  they  might  ftill  be  brought  back  to  my  views. 
I  faw  from  the  whole  fcope  of  the  letter,  a  lover 
reftlefs  and  unquiet  on  his  own  account,  who  labour- 
ed to  detain  me  by  falfe  hopes,  and  to  make  my  re- 
turn prove  to  re-eilablifh  a  little  his  own.  But  at  the 
fame  time  that  I  perceived  the  finccrc  affliction  of 
Patrick  and  Rofe,  I  obferved  the  haughty  and  inflexi- 
ble temper  of  George.     I  was  convinced,  that  he  did 

.not 


The  Dean  of  Colekaine.  8r 

fiot  give  into  more  tendernefs  for  them  in  the  plot 
he  had  managed  to  take  them  from  me,  than  refent- 
ment  at  the  manner  I  myfelf  had  taken  in  carry- 
ing away  my  fitter  from  him.  He  was  minded  to 
revenge  himfelf  with  intereft.  So  I  could  not  yet  at- 
tempt to  take  them  away  from  him,  without  drawing 
on  me  a  new  revenge,  which  would  chiidimly  and 
to  no  end  perpetuate  reprifals.  This  thought, 
which  was  one  of  the  principal  motives  of  my  de- 
parture, defended  me  againft  the  folicitations  of  Mr 
de  Pefies,  notwithstanding  the  excefiive  compaffion  his 
letter  had  raifed  in  me.  I  wrote  him  on  the  fpot 
a  fhort  anfwer,  to  let  him  know  the  conitancy  of 
my  refolutions,  and  my  em b  irking,  which  I  did  the 
fame  hour.  In  two  days  of  a  profperous  voyage 
I  arrived  at  London,  from  whence  1  travelled  by  land 
to  Holy-head.  An  Englifh  vtflel,  which  I  found 
by  chance  ready  to  weigh  anchor,  landed  me  in 
four  days  at  Londenderry,  and  the  day  following  in 
the  eveHing  I  got  once  more  to  my  houfe  at  Colc- 
raine. 

Four  months  abfence  would  have  made  me  find  a 
lively  fatisfa&ion  in  the  embraces  and  carefTes  of  my' 
friends,  if  I  could  have  got  rid  of  a  thoufand  anxious 
remembrances,  of  which  \  had  the  fource  rather  more 
in  my  heart  than  my  imagination.  I  could  not  fee 
myfelf  again  fo  near  the  grave  of  my  father,  with- 
out feeling  a  mortal  confufion  in  being  able  to  give 
him  no  better  an  account  of  the  truii  he  had  com- 
muted to  my  care.  The  testimonies  of  my  fi- 
delity and  zeal,  which ,  I'*had  at  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  fully  difperfed  all  ftiadow  of  remorfe  ;  but 
far  from  vanifhing  my  regret  and  furrow,  it  fer- 
ved  only  to  call  up  into  my  memory  the  unferficc- 
ablencfs  of  my  endeavours,  and  the  mi  let  able  fruit  i 
I  had  gathered  from  my  hopes.  Tbef*  heavy 
ita  were  always  hang  to  my  heart,  ind  I  c\u- 
ried  them  about  me  in  every  place.  When  I  examin- 
ed matter!  hi  a  more  favourable  fcofc,  1  fo 
had   not  done  that  juftiee  to  (  vlrfch  he  merit- 

ed  on    many  occafions.     The   prudence  of  his 
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ners,  the  foundnefs  of  his  judgment,    and  the  honour 
of   his  principles,    were    three  points  in    which  I  had 
not     yet    ohferved     any   foible  ;      and    I    could    well 
conceive,  that  not  with  Handing  every  part  the  fpirit  of 
revenge    had    refufed    into  his  conduct,     yet  he  had 
always   maintained  his   refpect   for  me,    and  that  am- 
bition,  or  the  love  of  the  world,  with  which  he  would 
inTpire  his  brother   and  filler,    had  no  reafon  to  alarm 
me    that   he  would  have  led   them  to  vice    by  his  ap- 
probation or    example.       But   that   fpecies    of  virtue, 
which    he    was    capable  of    implanting    in  them,    ap- 
peared to    me    almoft    as    formidable    as    vice    itfelf. 
It  was    only  an    appetite  of   pleafing    men,     it    was  a 
value    for   their  favours,    and    a  relifh  of  all   the  paths 
that    might    conduct    him  to  them — Would    the  mod 
worthy  man,    who  propofes   to  himfelf  no  other    end, 
wait  a    long    time   in    becoming   vicious,    if  vice    may 
be   made    io    anfwer  his    views?    And   would    not    he 
in    reality  take    that   ftep,    which   he  thought    fo    De-. 
cefTary  for   him  ?    For    what   end    does    it   a  nfwer,    . 
difgutfe   it  under  other    names   ?    Is   a    noblenefs    of 
fentimeats     anv    other    thing     than    pride,     when    it 
has    nothing    for   its    object    but    grandeur    and  hu- 
man dill inct ions  ?  Politencfs  and   complaifance,   which 
ferve    to    open    the    road    to    fortune,    are    they    any 
tiling    elfe     than    a  look    and  cowardly    approbation 
of  the   vices    and    irregularities    of   others  ?     Gallan- 
try,   without    which    cue    can    bear    no   rank    in    the 
world,    can  it    be    diflinguimed  fcrioufiy  from    fenfual 
pleafure,    of    which   ic   i'j,    as  it  were,    the  flower  and 
refinement  ?    I    agreed    that    a    man   of  judgment   and 
honour,    fucit    as  I    figured    to    myfeif   George  to  be, 
might    not  deliver  himfelf  to  the  management  of   this 
depravation  :    Bat  what  curb  could  hold  ii\   Rofe    and 
Panick?    Their    age,     which    was    fcarce    above,  in- 
fancy,  their  tender  and  flexible  nature,    which    might 
render  them  capable  of  excefs,    either    in   good  or  e\il, 
according   to    the   £;dl    impreffions    given   the.n,    the 
hi  tire  of    their    natural  qualities,    which  might  expofe 
them  to  the    mod  urgent  and  inevitable   temptations  ; 
in    fine,     the  temerity  of  their    brother,     who    could 

not 
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not  in  the  leaft  conceive  that  they  had  need  of  pre- 
caution, were  all  juft  fubje&s  of  alarm,  which  made 
me  fear  that  they  would  fall  into  difgracc  at  every 
£cp. 

Tn  reflecting  alfo  upon  the  caufc  of  my  regrets, 
a  fern  pie  arcfe  in  my  mind,  which  caufed  me  mucH 
perp'cxity.  The  opinion  I  had  of  the  judgment 
and  probity  of  George,  made  me  doubt  if  the  del i - 
eacy  of  my  religion  had  not  been  carried  too  far, 
and  if  the  idea  I  had  formed  to  rayfejf  of  the 
world  had  not  been  falfe  or  at  lead  exaggerate.  It 
was  certain  I  was  not  indebted  for  it  to  my  own 
experience  ;  it  was  the  fruit  of  my  itudy,  or  of  the 
principles  of  education,  which  1  fucked  in  at  the 
feminary  at  Carrickfergu's.  On  the  other  hand, 
ge,  although  only  a  few  years  older  than  his 
brother,  had  had  a  happy  opportunity  of  opening 
his  mind  much  more  by  his  convcrfation  and  ac- 
quaintance in  the  world  ;  becaufe  being  confidered 
as  the  eldeft  of  our  houfe,  he  had  been  obliged  for 
divers  years  of  my  father's  life  to  reprefent  him 
in  all  afTemblies  and  meetings  of  the  province,  and 
to  preserve  certain  ties  of  decorum  with  the  no- 
of  our  country.  Was  it  impofllble  that  he 
more  j  ill  notions  than  mine,  and 
that  being  better  inllructcd  in  the  ufages  and  cutloms 
of  the  world,  he  might  judge  with  more  dffcernmeni 
what  was  criminal  and  what  was  innocent  ?  Under  this 
fuppufuion,  he  might  not  only  know  better  than  I, 
fuitablc  to  the  interest  of  his  brother  and 
..filler,  but  might  have  reafen  to  reproach  me,  which 
lie  often  had  done  ;  that  my  zeal  furpaffed  my  un- 
demanding, and  that  I  was  fitter  for  the  folitu  le  of 
a  clofet,  than  to  give  rules  of  conduct  for  the  world  : 
'I'll at    I  d  to   be  confidered  as  a    blind  and  in- 

cenfor,  and  a  turbulent  man,  who  per* 
plcxed  out  of  feafon  his  prudent  defigns  by  my 
complaints  and  itnportuna  .  1  ranees.      In  truth, 

i 
fallible,  .  ir    again  ft    the  thl 

i^veis  of  it,  i:i  a  thou  fa  nd   placet  ;  but  they  explain 
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alfo  what  is'underitood  by  the  lovers  of  the  world.  : 
Thcfe  are  the  cheats,  the  knaves,  the  proud,  the 
fenfual,  the  revengeful,  the  robbers  of  oilier  mens 
goods,  & c.  AH  qualities  which  we  cannot  with 
reafon  attribute  to  a  great  part  of  thofe  who  have 
acquaintance  with  it,  and  which  we  cannot  afcribe 
in  the  lead  without  a  criminal  temerity  to  thofe 
who  do  not  know  it  at  all.  It  is  then  upon  this 
fpecies  of  men  only,  if  there  be  many  of  fuch  a 
frightful  character,  on  whom  all  the  evangelical  male- 
dictions fall  ;  which  does  not  hinder  but  that  a 
great  many  of  thofe  who  live  in  the  world,  may 
maintain  a  fafe  and  amiable  intercourfe  with  them  ; 
and  George  might  have  been  acquainted  with  this 
by  experience. 

Under  the  uncertainty  I  continued  after  thefe  re- 
flections, I  bitterly  repented,  that  I  had  not  drawn 
greater  advantages  from  the  time  I  had  fpent  in 
France  for  acquiring  that  knowledge  in  which  I 
found  myfeif  deficient.  It  would  have  been  eafy  for 
me  to  have  been  introduced  into  all  forts  of  com- 
panies, and  to  have  difcerned  their  principles  and 
cuftoms.  I  had  learned  by  myfeif  what  a  chriili- 
«n  ought  to  think  of  the  world.  Perhaps  I  fhould 
have  better  agreed  with  George  after  having  acquired 
this  knowledge,  and  peace  had  continued  to  reign  in 
our  family  :  Inllead  of  which,  by  my  condemning  with 
precipitation  whatever  difpleafed  me,  I  might  be 
guilty  of  troubling  it.  This  doubt  gave  me  fuch  a 
marp  affliction,  that  I  fhould  have  had  a  difficulty 
in  being  comforted,  if  heaven  had  not  given  repofe 
to  my  conscience  by  another  reflection.  If  it  be  true, 
fays  I  to  myfeif,  that  George  has  not  in  the  leaft 
gone  allray  in  his  notions  and  profpects,  I  ought  not 
to  regret  that  he  hath  taken  from  me  the  conduct  of 
his  brother  and  fifler  ;  they  could  not  be  better  than 
under  him.  If  he  has  gone  aftray,  as  much  as  I 
imagine,  I  had  reafon  to  forfake  him;  and  in  con » 
demning  him  have  done  my  duty,  though  I  have  loft 
all  hopes  cf  reclaiming  him  to  his* 
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It  vrtl  not  at  Coleraine,  that  my  difficulties  could 
be  well  cleared  up.  A  little  market- town,  almolV 
intirely  made  up  of  tradefmen  and  labourers,  was  a. 
place  very  improper  to  reprefent  to  me  the  world,. 
in  which  my  brothers  and  lifter  were  engaged.  More- 
over, innocence  and  tranquillity  had  for  a  long  time 
.d  in  my  flock.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  dif- 
poikions  of  providence  had  began  to  manifeft  them- 
felves  upon  my  fate,  and  that  all  the  reft  of  my  life 
was  deftined  to  much  perturbation,  it  was  not  granted 
to  me  even  at  Coleraine,  during  fome  months  I  paficd 
there,  to  enjoy  that  repofe  which  I  came  in  quelt  of, 
and  which  every- body  there  poffeflfed.  Scarce  had  I 
began  to  recover  a  little  from  that  deep  grief  which 
I  had  brought  from  France,  when,  to  prepare  me  for 
a  thoufand  new  afflictions,  to  which  fraternal  tender- 
ness mu ft  quickly  expofe  me,  heaven  raifed  me  up  one 
trial  fo  much  the  more  grievous,  as  it  bore  upon  the 
honour  of  my  father  ^  that  is  to  fay,  what  I  held 
the  mod  precious  next  to  my  regards  to  God  and 
religion.  It  is  not  to  interrupt  the  hiftory  of  my 
brothers  and  filler,  that  I  Hop  a  moment  to  give  thia- 
relation,  but  becaufe  it  is  knit  together  in  the  confe- 
quences  with  the  greater  part  of  the  events  of  which 
i  have  undertaken  the  recital. 

ne  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  ill  af- 
fected to  the  g6vernment,  and  exafperated  above  all 
things  to  fee  the  beft  lands  in  Ireland  paficd  into  the 
hands  of  the  king's  favourites,  without  any  other 
title  for  obtaining  them,  than  their  cringings  and 
flatteries,  fecretly  confederated  together  with  a  defign 

ic  a  rebellion,  and  perhaps  with  the  hopes  of 
intirely  making  off  the  English  yoke.  The  fuceefs 
of  fo  great  an  enterprife,  depending  on  an  infinite 
number  of    fpringi  and   movements,    tliey   had    em- 

1  many  years  in  drefltng  up  their  plot  ;   and  the 

fecret  had  been  kept  fo  faithfully,  that  even  after  the 

•  as  no  coming   at  the    know* 

of  the  accomplices.     One  of  the  confederates, 
is  LUicer,   an  ancient  friend   and  n 
Uojr  of  our  houfe,  had  unfortunately  loit  t' 
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plan  of  the  projcr&i  which  was  found  by  one  of  the 
king's  pfficerR.  Fincer  forthwith  perceived  his  lofs  ; 
.but  being  fatisfkd  that  it  was  wrote  by  a  faithful  and 
unknown  hand,  and  tiic  forcfight  of  the  confpha- 
tors,  who  had  dreffed  up  tlie  contrivances,  having  dif- 
guifed  the  names  of  perfons  and  places  after  a  manner 
that  they  could  not  be  discovered,  he  flattered himfelf 
that  he  mould  be  able  to  difpel  all  fufpicions,  (hould 
they  fall  on  him,  and  render  all  inquiries  fruitltfs. 
Ncverthelefs,  at  the  fame  time  he  did  not  neglect  to 
give  information  of  his  misfortune  to  all  thole  whom 
the  fame,  interefts  had  obliged  to  take  a  (hare  in  it  ; 
but  to  prevent  their  being  alarmed  at  the.  danger,  he 
iwore  them  a- new  to  a  fidelity  under  all  trials.  In 
effect  the  viceroy,  to  whom  the  fchemjs  was  imme- 
diately tranfmitted,  unfuccefsfully  took  all  forts,  of 
ways  to  difcover  the  authors  and  instruments  of  the 
•conspiracy. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fear  of  fo  preffing  a  danger 
having  obliged  the  government  to  proclaim  a  reward 
for  the  dlicovery  of  the  fecrct,  according  to  the 
praclice  of  England,  they  came  in  the  end,  from 
diners  probable  notices,  fuch  as  the  time  and  place 
where  the  fcheme  had  been  found,  to  be  allured  that 
it  was  Mr  Fincer  that  had  loft  it.  He  was  arretted, 
and  conducted  to  prifon  in  Dublin.  They  proceeded 
to  his  examination  out  of  hand,  and  the  viceroy  was 
prefent  at  it  :  But  inftead  of  feeing  a  criminal  dif- 
rnayed  and  confounded,  was  it  not  furprifing  that  he 
did  not  difcover  the  leaft  emotion  ?  Fincer  offered  vo- 
luntarily to  unfold  the  whole.  He  confefTed  he  had 
two  things  to  reproach  himfelf  with  ;  the  one,  for 
having  kept  fo  long  a  time  fuch  a  dangerous  plan  ; 
and  the  other,  his  delay  after  he  had  loil  it,  in  coming 
and  declaring  the  bottom  of  the  myftery  to  the  vice- 
ioy,  to  fave  him  the  faife  fteps  in  which  an  imagi- 
nary danger  had  engaged  him  :  Thar,  for  the  firft  of 
thefe  two  faults  he  had  no  other  juPJfication  to  make 
jhan  his  curiolity,  which  had  made  him  keep  by  him 
for  fuch  a  long  time,  a  piece  uncommon,  and  of  an  ex- 
traordinary- nature:   And   as   to  the    fecond,   it   was 

true3 
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true,  that  his  duty  obliged  him,  as  foon  as  pofilble,. 
to  give  what  infight  he  could  to  the  viceroy;  but  it 
maybe  eafily  imagined,  that  an  innocent  man,  who 
loves  repafe,  would  avoid,  as  much  as  he  could,  ex- 
pofing  himfelf  to  unprofitable  ernbarrafments  ;  in  a 
word,  that  he  had  hopes  that  the  plsn  would  never 
have  been  difcovered  to  have  been  in  his  hands ;  and 
that  being  certain  that  the  project  of  a  revolt  con- 
tained in  it,  was  nothing  but  an  idle  chimera,  which 
had  vanifned  with  the  life  and  memory  of  its  author, 
he  had  thought  that  in  regard  to  the  public  tran- 
y,  as  well  as  his  own,  he  could  not  take  a  wifer 
courfe  than  to  keep  filence. 

As  this  confeffion  appeared  very  obfeure,  and  as  he 
was  demanded  J.o  give  an  explanation  of  it  lefs  ambi- 
guous, he  added,  with  the  fame  tranquillity,  that  be  wis 
grieved  to  be  forced  to  defame  the  honour  of  the 
dead;  but  that  under  the  neceffity  he  was  to  con- 
ceal   nothin;,   he    declared   without  regret,     that   the 

late  earl  of had  been  the  author  of  the   plan; 

that  the  zeal  of  tl .is  lord  for  the  Romim  religion 
had  all  his  life  cherished  in  him  an  ardent  define  to 
draw  her  out  of  opprefiton;  that  he  had  formed  a 
hundred  projects,  which  he  had  not  fo  much  as  com*- 
m  untested  to  his  f:  lends;  and  that  they  had  never 
proceeded  further  than  upon  paper;  that  his  death 
having  helped  to  deftroy  them,  it  was  likely  there  re- 
mained fome  few  copies  ;  that  the  plan  now  in  quedion 
was  one  of  them;  that  having  found  it  among  the 
uur,  who  died  alio  fome  months  after, 
t  in  what  manner  it  came  there  ;  that 
only  to  have  heard  his  father  fpeak  of 
the  defigns  of  the  earl,  who  was  one  of  his  beft 
friend*i  aiul  ('f  l'!C  efforts  which  he  had  always  nfed 
to  cure  him  of  thefe  vain  imaginations  :  u\  fine,  to 
give    a   ye:  appearance   of  probability  to   his 

difcourfe,     Ftncec   a  flu  red    the    viceroy,    that   my  bro- 
.    |  have  nfolvcd  to  quit   Ireland,  but  for 
fear  ol  .    and  it  may  be 

,  ariicipatcd  in  the  projects  of 
tilth  • 

la 
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la  truth,  this  feries  of  calumnies  was  not  fupported 
by  the  lead  proof;  but  as  the  viceroy  had  nothing 
more  to  produce  againft  the  perfon  acenfed,  he  was 
obliged  to  fufpend  the  proceedings,  in  order  to  wait  for 
new  difcoveries,  and  Fincer  was  remanded  to  prifon. 
The  noife  of  this  adventure  having  the  fame  day 
been  fpread  about  Dublin,  I  received  by  one  poll 
many  letters  to  apprife  me  of  ;the  injury  done  my 
father,  and  to  warn  me  of  the  danger  I  was  expofed 
to,  of  being  taken  up.  This  in  truth  was  what  I 
ought  naturally  to  expect  :  But  lefs  moved  by  thi j 
fear,  than  touched  for  the  honour  of  my  blcod,  I 
did  not  at  all  conlider  whether  I  had  any  rifles  to  run, 
and  I  believed  I  ought  to  haften  to  Dublin,  for  many 
Teafons.  I  ufed  fo  much  diligence,  that  having  out* 
ftripped  the  order  of  the  viceroy,  I  prefented  myfel.'" 
before  him  when  he  little  expected  it.  The  ftrength 
with  which  I  defended  the  innocence  of  my  father, 
and  the  tender  I  voluntarily  made  of  my  head,  if  it 
appeared  by  the  lead  teflimony  that  he  had  failed  in 
his  duty  to  the  government,  or  his  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  his  country,  balanced  at  lead  the  depofitions 
of  Fincer.  I  requeded  then  with  the  fame  refolntion 
to  be  confronted  face  to  face  by  our  accufer.  They 
did  not  refufe  me  this  requed,  which  would  have  beea 
required  of  me,  if  I  had  not  demanded  it  as  a  favour. 
The  viceroy  was  a  witnefs  of  this  fecne.  Fincer 
was  of  my  age,  and  we  had  known  one  another  from 
our  infancy.  My  prefence  difconcerted  him.  He  told 
me  with  a  perplexed  air,  that  he  was  furprifed  to  fee 
me  engaged  in  an  affair,  when  I  was  accufed  of  no- 
thing, at  lead  by  his  depofitions;  t'iat  as  to  what 
related  to  my  father,  it  was  with  a  mortal  regret 
that  he  had  been  conftrained  to  reveal  all  that  he 
knew  of  him.  I  prayed  to  be  informed  of  that  which 
he  pretended  to  know  with  fo  much  certainty.  He  de- 
livered it  in  the  terms  before  rtlated,  and  which  were 
the  fame  as  thofe  he  had  given  in  his  firfl  depofi- 
tions; which  made  me  judge  that  the  perfonage  he 
had  acled  was  counterfeited.  I  conceived  that  it  would 
fce  difficult   for   me    to   confound  this   impador;  and 

though 
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though  an  accufation  uncertain  and  without  proof 
was  not  fufficietit  abfolutely  to  blemifn  the  memory 
of  my  father,  yet  I  afflicted  myfeif  fo  much  the  more, 
to  fee  him  become  a  prey  to  iufpicions ;  that  Fincer 
being  a  proteitant,  I  fore  fa  W,  that,  all  things  con- 
fidered,  the  court  and  the  public  would  be  more  fa- 
vourable to  him  than  to  my  family.  This  fear  was 
verified  upon  the  foot,  by  the  conduct  of  the  vice- 
roy. He  took  my  vexation  for  a  mark  of  perplexity, 
and  feeing  that  Fincer  did  not  give  me  the  leaft  ad- 
vantage over  him  by  his  anfwers,  he  declared,  that 
without  coniidering  me  as  a  perfon  guilty,  I  fhould  be 
detained  proviiionally  under  the  guard  of  a  meffen- 
ger  of  State. 

In  the  mean  time,  far  from  looking  upon  my  im- 
prifonnent  as  a  new  difgrace,  I  thought  it  would  tend 
to  dear  up  the  honour  of  my  father,  by  giving  me 
a  right  to  prefs  his  accufer  more  brifkly,  and  to  ob- 
tain from  the  judges  an  explication,  which  would 
remove  all  the  doubts  of  the  public;  for  that  I 
thought  was  the  greateft  mifchief  I  had  to  dread.  •  I 
fignilied  to  my  friends,  to  get  together,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  eilate  which  was  once  ours,  all  the 
witneffes  that  might  prove  the  quiet  difpofiticn  of 
my  father,  and  the  horror  he  had  all  his  life  for 
factions  and  difturbance.  This  inquiry  took  up  a 
considerable  time.  On  his  part  the  viceroy,  who 
would  precipitate  nothing,  had  his  informations  and 
proceffes  fpun  out  in  length,  in  hopes  that  fooner  or 
later  fome  ray  of  light  might  fpring  up  to  difpel  the 
darknefs;  infomuch  that  three  months  paffed  over 
without  any  change  happening  in  Fincer's-  or  my  for- 
tune. In  fine,  the  zeal  of  my  friends  procured  me 
fuch  favourable  memorials  that  I  thought  my  father 
juuilied,  and  my  troubles  at  an  end,  when  by  the 
negligence  or  corruption  of  the  keepers,  Fincer  found 
the  means  to  make  his  efcape  from  prifon,  and  of 
getting  fortunately  out  of  Ireland.  Flis  efcape  wa» 
managed  fo  fecretly,  that  there  was  no  difcovering  any 
the  Jeuit   track   of    Lis  flight  j  and  it  wa3   by  other 

adventure* 
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adventures,  that  I   a  long  time   after  came   to   knew 
from  himfdf,  that  he  had  retired  into  Denmark.' 

It  might  be  imagined,  that  the  viceroy  would  look 
upon  this  voluntary  flight  from  jufttce  as  a  convic- 
tion; and  I  was  perfttadcd  that  a  circumstance  fo 
ftrong,  joined  to  the  teftrmonies  1  had  gathered  in  my 
father's  favour,  would  not  leave  the  leall  pretence  in 
the  judges  to  refufe  giving  a  public  declaration  of 
his  innocence.  Notwithstanding,  the  anfwer  I  ob- 
tained to  my  folicitations  was,  that  the  obfeurity  and 
uncertainty  cf  the  fact  being  not  diminifued  by  the 
flight  of  the  informer,  they  could  not  give  fuch  a 
declaration  without  rafhnefs  and  injullice;  that  the 
love  of  liberty  might'  have  prevailed  on  Fincer  to 
fly,  as  much  as  the  fear  cf  pnnifhmeut  ;  that  the 
laws  of  the  land  required  formal  proofs,  and  that  I. 
mud  wait  time.  They  gave  no  difturbance  to  his 
only  daughter,  whom  they  left  in  the  peaceable  en* 
joyment  of  his  eflate.  As  to  me,  they  were  con- 
tented to  take  bail  of  me,  according  to  cuftom,  and 
in*  the  end  reftored  me  to  my  liberty.  The  public 
made  various  judgments  of  this  conduct.  Some  ima- 
gined that  the  viceroy,  being  difcoii raged  by  the  un- 
fuccefsfulnefs  of  his  inquiries,  and  lofing  hopes  after 
the  efcape  cf  Fincer,  had  chofe  to  relinquish  all  new 
purfuits;  and  that  if  he  refufed  tojuftify  the  memory 
of  fny  father,  it  was  with  an  intention  to  humble 
the  catholics,  by  letting  the  fufpicions  they  were 
under  remain  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  thought  the 
confpiracy  real.  Others  judged,  with  a  greater  re- 
fcmblance  of  reafon,  that  this  appearance  of  mode- 
ration was  no  more  than  a  pretence,  and  that  they 
defigned  thereby  to  lull  the  confpirators  afleep  under  a 
fhew  of  tranquillity,  to  have  an  eye  under  hand  to 
their  actions,   and  furprife   them  in  tome  falfe  ftep. 

Thefe  conjectures  bufied  me  much  lefs  than  tlfe 
regret  I  had  of  having  drawn  fo  little  advantage 
from  my  journey.  I  took  my  way  in  a  melancholy 
Hate  to  Coleraine,  to  find  in  the  exercife  of  my  em- 
ployment the  only  comfort  that  remained  for  me  after 
fo   many    difappuiutrncuts.      My   fubmiflion    to    the 

orders 
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orders  of  providence  prevented  me  from  impeaching 
it  of  any  rigour  ;  but  I  lamented  that  it  gave  me  a 
heart  too  fenfible,  or  that  I  did  not  receive  from  it 
confolations  proportioned  to  my  weaknefs.  Ail  the 
pleafure  1  found  in  the  practice  of  my  duty  gave 
me  no  relifh  for  the  exercife  of  my  reafon  ;  and  the 
troubles  I  had  fuffcred  for  more  than  a  year  had 
made  a  change  even  in  my  blood  and  conUitution. 
I  loft  my  reft  and  appetite,  yet  my  recompence  bore 
a  different  proportion  to  my  anxiety,  and  had  not  the 
fame  power  to  make  itfeif  felt.  In  the  mean  time, 
chriitian  hope  fortified  my  foul  in  proportion  as  my 
ftrength  decayed.  1  was  then  more  than  fifty  yea/8 
old.  It  is  worth  while,  fays  I,  for  the  remainder  of 
a  life  fo  fhort,  to  long  for  happinefs  and  repofe  ? 
But  the  ties  of  blood  ought  to  be  ditto] ved  by  death  : 
Let  us  fuppofe  that  .they  are  fo  already.  For  what  end 
does  it  anfwer  to  put  a  difference  between  things 
which  have  the  Reparation  of  one  only  inftant  of  time 
between  them  ?  And  have  not  I  the  very  fame  fuppo- 
fition  to  make?  My  father  is  in  his  grave,  and  my 
brothers  have  obliged  me  to  abandon  them  ;  what 
hinders  but  I  mould  look  upon  myfelf  as  a  man  al- 
ready dead,  fince  being  difengaged  from  the  duties  of 
nature,  it  is  only  too  true  that  I  have  nothing  more 
remaining  worth  my  notice  upon  earth. 

It   v  le,    that  with  the  help  of  thefe  re  flee- 

red, fconer  or  later,  an  infenli- 
l  made  io  many  . 
Lain  it,  ti.at    I    had 

herg  ;  and 

.  •   myfelf   only  with  this 

.  them, 

• 

.  their  filencc  for   r.  confirmation 

ir  flight!  :  y  refentment  bad  not  ca 
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titude  without  grief,  and  to  pray  to  heaven  for  their 
happinefs  without  impairing  my  own. 

One  Sunday  evening,  as  I  went  unto  my  houfe  full 
of  thefe  Ideas,  my  footman,  whom  I  had  taken  in 
my  journey  through  St  Germain,  and  who  being 
originally  from  Ireland,  was  glad  to  follow  me  to  Cole- 
raine, where  he  continued  in  my  fervice,  told  me, 
that  I  was  impatiently  waited  for  fince  the  fall  of 
night,  by  a  young  man  whom  he  did  not  know,  and 
who  did  not  think  proper  to  difcover  his  name.  He 
added,  that  being  mewed  into  a  chamber,  he  earneflly 
recommended  to  him  not  to  let  any  perfon  come  near 
him  till  my  return  ;  and  if  I  did  not  come  alone,  ta 
whifper  me,  that  he  longed  to  fpeak  to  me  in  private. 
I  haftened  to  him,  reflecting  within  myfclf  what  could 
be  the  meaning  of  fuch  a-myfterious  vifit  ;  but  was 
far  from  imagining  the  truth.  I  opened  the  door 
of  the  chamber,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  found  my- 
felf  in  the  arms  of  Patrick. 

One  may  eafily  fancy,  that  notwithflanding  all  my 
refolutions,  my  firft  movements  were  a  tranfport  ot 
tendernefs  and  joy.  Neverthelefs,  being  feized  all  at 
once  with  a  lively  inquietude,  proceeding  as  much  from 
the  fdence  with  which  this  dear  brother  had  embraced 
me,  as  from  his  unexpected  arrival,  and  the  account 
given  me  by  my  footman,  I  difengaged  myfelf  from 
his  arms,  and  looked  on  him  with  a  (leady  eye,  with- 
out having  even  the  power  to  open  my  mouth.  His 
eyes  were  moiitened  with  tears,  and  his  countenance 
extremely  pale  and  dejected.  My  troubles  could  not 
but  increafe.  I  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  in  leading 
him  towards  an  elbow  chair,  good  God !  fays  I, 
what  do  thefe  tears  and  this  filence  proclaim  ?  And 
your   arrival  itfelf,  of  which     I    did  not    receive    the 

Jeaft  notice,   this  palenefs,   thi3    trouble  ? Patrick, 

added  I,  I  tremble  at  what  I  am  going  to  hear  ;  yet  I 
intreat  you  not  to  delay  in  giving  me  this  fatisfaction. 
He  anfwered  with  a  low  voice,  that  he  had  matters 
extremely  grievous  to  tell  me  ;  that  finding  me  re- 
folved  not  to  give  him  the  lcaft  anfwer  to  his  letters, 
he  had  chafe  to  come  himfelf  to   Ireland,  to  awaken 

my 
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tny  tendernefs  in  favour  of  the  unfortunate  George, 
the  forrowful  Rofe,  and  himfelf;  that  refentment 
ought  to  have  bounds  put  to  it,  in  a  heart  fo  good  and 
fo  religious  as  mine;  that  in  acknowledging  them- 
felves  guilty  in  their  letters  of  a  failure  of  that  con- 
fidence and  fubmifiion  which  they  owed  me,  they  had 
hoped  that  1  would  not  have  hardened  my  heart  fo  far 
as  to  have  refufed  them  all  manner  of  anfwers,  and 
denied  them  every  relief;  that  what  I  refufed  to  do 
for  them  was  a  debt  due  to  the  honour  of  our  name* 
and  the  memory  of  our  father  :  In  fine,  if  his  pre- 
fencc  mould  not  have  more  weight  than- his  letters  to 
intereft  me  io  the  misfortunes  of  George,  the  unhappy 
fituation  of  Rofe,  and  his  own  troubles,  he  had 
nothing  left  him  but  defpair,  and  the  power,  as  foon 
as  might  be,  of  returning  back  to  France,  there  to  be 
a  perpetual  witnefs  of  the  miferies  of  his  brother  and 
filler,  and  himfelf  to  drag  out  there  a  life  full  of 
anguifh  and  affliction.  In  the  confternation  I  was 
call  by  a  difcourfe  fo  obfcure  and  fatal,  he  had  time 
to  add,  before  I  was  in  a  condition  to  interrupt  him, 
that  he  learned  from  the  daughter  of  Fincer,  the 
perils  to  which  he  found  himfelf  expofed  in  Ireland, 
and  that  I  might  well  judge  it  was  for  that  reafon  he 
arrived  by  night  at  Coleraine  ;  but  that  life  was  not 
fo  dear  as  to  fuffcr  him  to  be  alarmed  at  what 
threatened  him,  and  that  without  being  frighted  at  his 
own  proper  danger,  it  was  on  my  refolutions  bia  muit 
i  mi  rely  depend. 

I  had  need  to  dl (burthen  myfclf  of  many  fighs,  to 
find  power  to  make  him  this  anfwer  ;  that  what  1  had 
been  informed  of  him  IWM  altogether  new  to  me  ; 
that  finee  my  departuie  from  Fiance  I  had  not  receiv- 
ed one  iingle  letter  fiom  him,  nor  the  leatt  light 
into  his  GtUatior),  or  into  that  of  his  brother  and 
filter  ;  that  I  comprehended  nothing  of  what  he  called 
I  heir  misfortunes  and  troubles,  iu  more  than  he  did 
whit  related  to  the  daughter  of  Fincer  :  In  fine,  I  con- 
jured him  to  explain  himfelf  without  delay  ;  and  to 
begm  .■?  the  diffidence  whioh  he  appeared  to 

have  of  my   femiments,    L   emt raced   him   again   with 

the 
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the  mod  lively  tendernefs,  and  affured  him  that  I 
had  not  only  not  ceafed  to  love  my  dear  brothers  and 
iifter,  but  that  I  was  alfo  as  much  difpofed  as  ever 
to  undertake  every  thing  for  their  fervice. 

This  teftimony  of  my  affection  helped  to  revive 
a  little  his  hopes.  He  made  me  the  following  recital, 
which  time  has  not  yet  '  ifaced  from  my  memory  ; 
but  neverthelefs  I  defined  him  to  commit  it  to  writing 
in  his  more  calm  moments  ;  fo  that  I  fhall  do  no  more 
than  transcribe  here  his  very  words. 

I  bitterly  call  to  mind  the  time,  fays  he,  with  a 
deep  figh,  when  I  ceafed  to  follow  your  counfels, 
becaufe  it  is  from  that  period  I  ought  to  date  all  the 
misfortunes  of  my  filler  and  my  own  ;  you  are  to 
expect  that  I  muft  carry  back  my  relation  higher  than 
the  time  of  our  residence  at  Saifons,  for  I  cannot 
make  you  underftand  all  the  reafons  for  which  your 
aid  is  neceffary  to  us,  without  confefiing  that  I  had 
began  to  difguife  from  you  fome  fhare  of  my  conduct 
before  our  departure  from  Paris.  It  is  true,  I  had 
not  then  any  accomplice,  and  that  all  as  yet  paffed 
within  my  own  heart.  You  remember  my  filence  and 
the  appearances  of  melancholy,  for  which  you  have 
often  reproached  me,  tho*  you  were  far  from  penetra- 
ting into  the  caufe.  It  may  be  you  accufed  for  it  my 
natural  inquietude,  and  the  difguft  of  all  things 
that  I  poffefledj  of  which  I  had  made  you  my  con- 
fidant at  Coleraine.  But  on  the  other  hand,  call  up  to 
your  imagination,  that  my  humour  was  intirely 
changed  all  at  one  flroke,  and  that  all  the  move- 
ments of  my  heart  were  of  a  fudden  fixed.  I  had 
conceived  a  fatal  pnffion,  which  united  all  happinefs 
in  the  object  of  it.  Alas  !  what  fhall  I  jay  to  you  ?  I 
had  feen  the  mod  charming  creature  i:i  the  world,  in 
a  ftreet  neighbouring  to  our's,  and  I  found  rnyfelf 
more  inflamed  t ha n~~eveFirri y  peifou  was  bifute. — "*-—<£ 

The  fweetnefs  I  difcovercd  in  thofe  new  fentiments, 
made  me  renounce  all  Other  btifinefs  that  had  no  aim 
to  that.  I  fearched  for  fome  entire  days  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  another  fight  of  the  dear  object  of  my 
love.      I    was    inccffantly    in    the    fame    ftreet.    ;.nd 

about 
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about  the  fame  huufe  where  I  firfl  faw  her.  I  thought 
I  paiTed  the  day  happily  when  (lie  appeared  at  her 
window.  You  have  not  forgot  the  abfent  airs  which 
I  brought  home  in  the  evening  to  our  lodging,  and 
how  f  appeared  wholly  taken  up  with  my  reveries. 
My  paffion  gained  ftrength  daily.  I  could  never  have 
prevailed  on  myfelf  to  follow  you  to  the  country,  if 
our  houfe  had  been  fo  far  removed  from  Paris  as  to 
deprive  me  of  the  hope*  of  returning  to  it  many 
times  every  week.  I  did  the  fame  violence  to  my 
thoughts  when  you  made  me  the  propofal  of  carrying 
off  Rofe  from  my  brother;  and  if  the  attachment  I 
had  for  you  had  not  powerfully  combated  in  your  fa- 
vour, I  might  poflibly  have  added  to  your  vexation 
that  of  feeing  me  fly  from  you  in  my  turn.  Never- 
thelefs,  I  ferved  you  faithfully,  and  I  afterwards  ap- 
plauded myfelf  in  having  that  deference  for  you, 
when  I  found  it  was  eafy  for  me,  as  I  had  fore- 
feen,  to  return  almoit  every  day  to  the  city.  To 
deprive  you  at  firft  of  all  fafpicions  of  my  ileps,  I 
uied  to  ilip  out  at  a  time  when  I  thought  you  were 
mod  employed  in  your  (tudics,  for  I  many  times  pre- 
tended to  go  and  take  a  walk  in  the  neighbouring  fields. 
I  was  not  fometimes  more  than  an  inftant  at  Pari*, 
before  fortune  favoured  me  enough  not  to  make  me 
wait  long  for  the  happinefs  I  went  in  fearch  of. 
This  was  yet  the  fole  plcafure  of  feeing  what  I 
already  loved  with  the  mo  ft  perfect  ardour.  I  could 
not  even  think  that  care:;  and  diligence  fo  little  mani- 
fcfted  in  actions  could  be  takcm  notice  of.  Having 
or  had  the  cun'oiity  to  inform  myfelf  in  the 
ibourhood  of  the  name  and  condition  of  my 
mi  ft  reft,    I    came,  to   underftand    that    (he   was    the 

icr    of    Mr     de    L ,    who    hid    a    long 

been    employed    in  divers    ncgociations    in    the 
courts  of  Germany,   and   that  (he  was  born  abroad  in 
•  of    her  i  nbaffics. 

During  this    time  George,    whom  you   had  recom- 
mended  to    me   to  fee    often,   and   to  exhort  him   to 
live  in  a  good  undcrllanding  with  us,   renewed   a 
efforts  to  make  me  teliih  an  abode  at  Paii»,  preferably 

t<4 
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to  one  at  Saifons,  and  to  ufe  my  endeavours  to  In- 
spire Rofe  with  the  fame  fentirnents.  I  liftened  a  little 
to  his  difcourfes  ;  he  made  me  propofals,  the  advan- 
tages of  which  I  did  not  even  examine,  being  fatisfied 
that  he  entered  into  them  as  much  out  of  refentment 
to  you,  as  from  a  zeal  to  my  interefts.  Afterwards 
you  gave  it  me  in  charge  to  make  a  journey  to  St 
Germain,  and  in  truth  I  made  many  there ;  but  I 
muft  confefs  it  to  you,  that  inftead  of  employing  two 
days  on  each  journey,  as  my  abfence  made  you  be- 
lieve, I  returned  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day 
to  Paris,  where  my  paflion,  which  had  left  me  no 
repofe,  made  me  find  an  extreme  pleafure  in  walking 
one  part   of  the  night    under  the  windows  of  madam 

dc  L 1 — •.     I  formed  in  thefe  folitary  walks  twenty 

projects,  which  vaniflied  the  next  day,  without  one  of 
them  being  carried  into  execution.  They  all  tended 
to  make  a  declaration  to  her  of  my  tendeYnefs  ;  but 
if  I  had  fpirits  enough  in  the  evening  to  form  the 
mod  fweet  hopes  for  the  whole  night,  a  hundred 
difficulties  prefented  themfelves  to  the  mind  of  a 
ftranger,  to  oblige  me  to  abandon  them  all  in  the 
morning.  I  often  had  thoughts  of  opening  my 
mind  to  George.  He  already  had  made  many  ac- 
quaintances at  Paris,  and  might  put  me  in  the 
way  the  eafier  to  fatisfy  my  impatience.  But  I 
would  not  give  him  this  advantage  over  me,  and 
by  a  ftrange  capricioufnefs  I  became^  jealous  even 
of  my  own  fecret. 

I  would  not  have  given  you  this  detail,  but  to 
conduct  you  to  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  ad- 
ventures in  the  world  ;  an  adventure  that  decided 
my  fate,  and  which  put  George  in  the  poiTefiion  of  the 
empire  which  he  has  fince  exercifed  over  mc.  I 
went  one  day  to  St  Qermain,  from  whence  love 
led  me  4>ack  in  a  good  hour  to  Paris.  I  did  not 
fail,  before  it  was  dark,  to  procure  myfelf  the  on- 
ly fatisfa&ion,  to  which  I  had  referred  all  my  cares, 
and  I  enjoyed  it  this  day  more  happily  than  I  had  ever 

done   before  ;  becaufe  madam  de  L made  her 

appearance   for  a   long  time  at  her  window.     I  never 

before 
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before  had  fo  well  difcerned  all  her  charms,  and  I  con- 
cluded to  lofe  myfelf  in  this  dangerous  view.  She 
had  one  of  thofe  faces,  in  which  affability  and  fweet- 
nefs  made  the  mean  parts,  and  though  the  luftrc  of 
her  complexion,  and  the  delicacy  of  her  eyes,  darted 
out  fire  and  fprightlinefs,  yet  her  port  and  fine  fliape 
joined  in  adding  fuel  to  my  defires.  All  her  form 
and  all  her  motions  appeared  to  he  fuited  to  my 
heart.  She  was  about  the  age  of  my  fifter  ;  but 
with  all  the  graces  of  the  moil  tender  youth  flic  had 
an  air  of  maturity,  which  made  me  form  an  advan- 
tageous judgment  of  her  wit  and  reafon.  I  do  not 
know,  whether  this  picture  be  Sufficient  to  juftify 
all  that  I  have  felt  for  her ;  but  imagine  that  the 
description  I  have  given  you  of  her  graces  and 
perfections  does  not  come  up  to  what  I  afterwards  dif- 
covered,  when  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  fee  her  near, 
and  to  converfe  with  her. 

It  was  impoffible  but  that,  calling  out  her  eyes 
on  the  different  objects  in  the  ttreet,  (he  mull  have 
perceived  that  mine  were  tenderly  fixed  on  her.  I 
planted  myfelf  at  the  door  of  a  coffee -houfe  room 
which  was  near  enough  to  her  houfe.  I  remained 
there  a  long  time  after  me  had  retired  ;  and  although 
I  had  no  further  hope  to  fee  her  again,  fince  the  day 
was  ended,  yet  I  could  fcarce  fpare  time  to  fup  before 
I  returned  to  the  fame  place  where  I  had  fpent  fuch 
agreeable  moments.  It  was  now  about  eleven  o'- 
clock; my  imagination  did  me  that  fervice  which  I 
could  no  longer  receive  from  my  eyes.  Neverthelefs 
I  thought  in  the  end  to  retire,  when  1  perceived  by 
•fit    of  lanthorns    many    perfons    who   came    up 

one  aftef  the   ether    to  the  gate  of  Mr   de  L , 

and  walked  into  the  houfc  without  noife.  Curiofity 
made  me  approach  nearer  ;  I  obferved  that  the  door 
half  open,  and  that  fame  new  comer  went  in 
every  moment,  who  pufhed  it  foftly  without  (hutting 
it  altogether.  I  had  already  reckoned  nineteen  or 
twenty  perfoM  who  had  gone  in;  they  were  drefled 
nil  in  black  ;  but  the  court  of  France  was  at 
time  in  mourning,   and    1  myfelf  was    cloalhed  in   the 

fame 
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fame  colour.  Moreover,  their  air,  and  the  neatnef* 
of  their  drefs,  did  not  leave  me  room  to  fufpect  their 
character  and  intentions.  In  fine,  taking  notice  that 
this  procefiion  was  not  yet  ended,  it  came  into  my 
mind  to  follow  the  firft  that  mould  next  go  in,  and  to 
introduce  myfelf  with  him  into  the  houfe.  If  it  was 
with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  mafter 
that  fuch  a  multitude  of  people  entered  his  houfe,  I 
was  in  hopes  to  remain  undiscovered  in  the  crowd, 
and  not  only  td  fatisfy  my  curiofity,  hut  it  may  be  to 

get  au  .it y  of  feeing  madam  de  L — ; ,  and 

the  happi  \  •  to  fpeak  to  her  a  moment.  If  fo  many 
unkr.  !e  went  in  upon  an  evil  defign,  I  ought 

to    thi  .en    for  giving  me   an   opportunity    of 

being  ufeful  to  a  perfon  fo  dear,  and  to  defend  her 
from  a  danger  which,  it  may  be,  threatened  her  for- 
tune or  life. 

I  did  not  boggle  a  moment  after  this  reflection, 
but  entered  the  court  with  the  full  perfon  whom  I 
faw  arrive,  leaving  him  to  go  before  me  only  five  or 
fix  fteps.  There  was  only  one  flambeau  to  give 
light.  My  guide  crofted  the  court,  and  I  followed 
him  rather  by  the  help  of  my  ears  than  my  eyes. 
He  puffed  through  a  porch,  and  from  thence  into  a 
narrow  entry,  at  the  end  of  which  was  a  pair  of 
flairs.  Two  lanthorns,  that  hung  at  the  foot  of  the 
fleps,  (for  the  ftairs  let  one  down  into  a  cellar)  cad 
light  enough  for  difceraing  every  object  about  us. 
The  unknown  turned  his  face  before  he  went  down, 
and  not  knowing  mine,  he  only  fainted  me  civily. 
I  continued  to  follow  him,  although  the  fituation  of 
the  place  began  to  infpire  me  with  fome  fufpicion.  I 
arrived  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs,  where  1  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  the  place  all  at  once  as  lightfome  as  in 
JuH  day.  It  was  indeed  a  cellar  divided  into  three 
fuhterraneous  walks,  the  walls  of  which  were  filled 
with  a  vaft  number  of  wax  lights.  But  Mill  follow- 
ing my  guide  J  naficd  through  the  middle  walk, 
which  led  to  a  vaft  arched  Tiall,  where  I  found  myfelf 
in  the  midftof  more  than  fifty  perfons.  The  greatefl: 
part  of  them  were  feated,  and  talking  to  one  another 

ia 
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in  a  low  voice  with  great  decency  and  modefty.  They 
faluted  me,  on  making  my  appearance.  Though  my 
confufion  was  great,  I  was  too  far  engaged  not  to  wifh 
to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  end  of  this  fcene  ;  and  the 
air  of  good  breeding  and  honour,  which  prevailed 
in  the  company,  protected  me  againil  all  forts  of 
fears  ;  I  did  not  fcruplc  to  take  a  place  on  the  near- 
eft  chair  to  me.  They  looked  on  me  from  every 
fide,  and  I  perceived  that  my  prefence  raifed  fome 
aftonifhment.  But  I  affected  to  preferve  an  eafy  and 
natural  countenance,  refolved  to  wait  at  leaft  until 
they  took  notice  what  they  thought  of  my  affurance. 

I  was  foon  delivered  from  this  uneafinefs  by  the 
arrival  of  many  ladies,  whom  a  fervant  went  to 
fummon.  They  all  got  up  to  receive  them,  which 
occafioned  a  diforder  favourable  for  my  views  in  the 
affembly.  Every  -one  beginning  to  mix  and  to  crofs 
one  another  in  the  throng,  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  but 
I  mould  in  a  little  time  obtain  my  defires  ;  and  I 
waited  with  a   ftrong  impatience  to  get  a  fight  of  the 

ladies,  among  whom  I  hoped  to  fee  madam  de  L > 

appear.  She  indeed  entered  the  firlt.  1  have  given 
you  a  faint  description'  of  all  her  charms,  and  of  the 
agitation  of  my  heart.  I  was  but  about  ten  paces 
from  her.  If  I  had  given  way  to  my  tranfport,  I 
{hould  have  caft  myfelf  at  her  feet.  She  fat  down 
with  the  ladies  who  accompanied  her.  All  the  men 
remained  (landing.  They  kept  filencc  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  which  time  I  employed  in 
oontemplatpng  on  my  love.  It  is  not  that  I  did  not 
alfo  make  fome  reflection!  on  a  fight  fo  ilrange  as 
that  which  I  had  before  mine  eyes  ;  for  I  had  as  yet 
obferved  nothing  that  could  make  me  judge  what  wa3 
the  drift  of  all  this  ceremony  :  But  whether  it  would 
end  in  what  was  agreeable  or  tragical,  this  1  was  furc 
of,  that  from  the  fatiifaction  1  enjoyed,  it  could  contain 
nothing  but  fwcetnefg  for  me. 

Ncverthclefs,  what  followed  would  have  terrified 
me  a  little,  had  I  been  more  fubjedt  to  feat.  Four 
men  brought  in  a  great  cheft,  which  they  laid  down 
in  the  middle  of  the  room.     They  opened  it,  in  order 

Vol.  I.  E  t* 
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to  draw  out  a  fhapelefs  bundle,  which  I  immediately 
knew  to  be  a  corps  cloathed  with  the  iaft  ornaments 
of  the  dead.  A  deep  filence  was  kept  through  the 
whole  aflembly.  At  the  fame  moment  I  faw  a  coffin 
of  a  black  colour,  into  which  the  corps  was  put,  and 
without  any  ceremony  depofited  in  the  grave  that  was 
opened  in  one  corner  of  the  fame  room,  and  which  I 
had  not  before  perceived.  It  was  filled  with  earth  in 
an  inftant,  and  with  fo  much  neatnefs  and  care,  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  place  again.  An 
action  of  this  nature  might  have  filled  me  with  hor- 
rible ideas  ;  but  not  being  able  to  think  ill  of  art 
afTernbly  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  compofed  of 
worthy  people,  and  in  which  many  women  of  famion 
had  voluntarily  afliiled,  I  apprehended  a  part  of  the 
truth,  and  the  reft  was  foon  after  cleared  up  to  me. 
All  the  afilflants  ranged  themfelves  in  order,  to  make 
room  in  the  midft  of  them  for  a  perfon  whom  I  had 
already  diftinguifhed  by  fome  marks  of  authority. 
They  prepared  themfelves  to  iiften  to  him,  and  he 
consequently,  to  make  a  difcourfe  upon  the  fubjedfc 
that  brought  them  together,  when  a  word  or  two 
whifpered  to  him  by  fomebody  in  his  ear,  made  him 
entirely 'change  his  order.  This  was  no  more  than  to 
communicate  the  fame  fecret  in  a  low  voice,  with 
great  precaution  to  hinder  me  from  understanding  what 
he  faid  ;  and  the  company  being  divided  in  knots 
to  entertain  themfelves  apart,  I  remained  alone  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  expofed   to    all    their  eyes. 

madam  de  L perceived  -me,  and  recovered  me 

from  my  confufion.  I  was  better  in  her  memory  than 
I  could  have  imagined.  She  was  touched  at  my  em- 
barrafment  by  a  motive  more  favourable  than  I  durft 
have  conceived  ;  and  opening  her  mouth  with  an  au- 
thority which  the  abfence  of  her  father  gave  her  in 
his  houfe,  fne  declared,  that  if  diforder  arofe  from 
my  prefence,  they  might  compofe  themfelves  upon  her 
word,  becaufe  her  father  knew  me,  and  that  (he 
would  be  my  furety.  This  goodnefs,  of  which  love 
much  more  than  fear  made  me  fenfible  of  the  full 
ralue,  pierced  my  heart  with  tendernefs  and  gra- 
titude. 
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titude.  I  advanced  toward  her  immediately  with  a 
free  air.  A  wink  of  her  eye  made  me  perfectly 
comprehend  the  manner  in  which  I  ought  to  conduct 
myfelf;  and  playing  my  part  well  enough,  I  revived 
the  tranquillity  and  confidence  of  the  aflerably.  The 
difcourfe  was  pronounced,  and  was  a  Chriflian  ex- 
hortation to  draw  that  benefit  from  the  death  of  ano- 
ther as  to  engage  us  to  live  well. 

As  I  was  not  far  from  madam  L ,  Ihc  found 

means  to  whifper  me,  that  flie  wanted  to  difcourfe  with 
me  before  my  departure,  and  deiired  me  to  wait  in 
fome  of  the  chambers  till  all  the  company  had  retired. 
I  had  no  need  to  have  an  order  fo  favourable  repeated. 
At  length  I  began  to  retire,  taking  the  fame  way 
back  by  which  I  catered,  and  I  defired  the  firft  fer- 
vant  I  taw  to  (hew  me  into  a  place  that  was  not  expo- 
fed  to  the  eyes  of  the  company.  He  made  no  fcru- 
ple  of  opening  a  room,  when  I  affured  him  it  was  to 
wait  the  commands  of  his  miftrefs.  I  then  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  experienced  all  the  anxiety  of 
love.  Without  daring  to  conjecture  from  what  mo- 
tive it  was  that  ihe  defired  to  difcourfe  with  me,  I  threw 
myfelf  into  all  the  fituations  that  hope  or  fear  could 
fugged  to  me,  and  I  fought  for  expreilions  that  might 
be  capable  of  correfponding  with  my  fentiments. 
But  the  difurdtr  I  felt  in  feeing  her,  rendered  all  my 
fhidy  Unprofitable.  She  entered  into  the  place  where 
I  was,  attended  by  an  old  woman,  whom  I  took  to 
be  her   govcrnefs.      \  II  !   fays  (he,  as  (he  came 

to  grant  that  you  have  fome  obligation 
:  But  I  would  fain  be  informed  what  brought 
you  here,  and  how  you  Contrived  to  get  in  without 
being  known  to  any  of  the  company.  I  related  to 
her  faithfully  what  chance  ha  1  made  me  obferve  at 
hei  gate  ;  and  that  doubting  (he  might  be  under  fome 
circumftancet  of  fear,  the  defire  of  doing  her 
vice  at  the  hazard  even  of  my  life,  if  it  were  necef- 
fary,  had  made  me  take  the  courfe  [  did  Uf  following 
fo  many  perfons  whom  I  faw  go  into  her  houfe.  I 
am   obliged   to  you,  fhe,  but  this    is    not  fuf- 

ncicnt.     Are  you   a  Catholic  ?   I  anfwered    in  the  af- 
E  2  firmative. 
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firmative.  Then,  fald  me,  interrupting  me,  it  is  ne* 
cefiary  you  fhou'd  be  a  man  of  honour  not  to  make 
an  ill  ufe  of  what  you  have  feen,  and  that  you  give 
me  your  word  upon  that  point.  You  know  what 
we  are.  I  protefled  to  her,  that  I  hail  not  the  lcafl 
conception  of  what  I  had  fcen,  and  that  I  mould 
mortally  regret  my  indifcretion,  if  the  honour  it 
gave  me  of  converting  with  her  had  not  put  it  out 
of  my  power  to  repent  of  it ;  that  however  having 
not  feen  any  thing  but  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 
prudent  and  commendable,  I  mould  be  under  no  great 
difficulty  to  keep  filence,  and  more  elpecially  as  her 
will  was  a  law  which  obliged  me  to  a  vow  of 
honouring  her  all  my  life.  No,  fays  me,  I  cannot 
hut  think  you  muft  have  formed  ftrange  ideas  from 
what  you  -have  feen,  if  I  did  not  inform  you  that  we 
are  protcfrants  of  the  confellion  of  Luther,  and  that 
the  public  exercife  of  our  religion  being  denied  us 
here,  we  inter  our  dead  privately.  This  is  all  the 
myftery.  My  father,  who  is  very  zealous  for  his 
faith,  has  on  purpofe  dug  this  vault  in  which  we  af- 
femble.  She  added,  that  it  was  very  fortunate  for  me 
that  he  was  abfent,  becaufe  being  of  a  chokrick  tem- 
per, he  might  have  taken  great  offence  at  my  bold- 
nefs  ;  but  that  this  reafon  ought  flill  to  make  me  pay 
the  more  regard  to  her  requeft  not  to  diiclofe  the 
fecret,  becaufe  fhe  would  be  the  firft  perfon  expofed 
to  his  refentment  ;  and,  if  I  would  allow  her  for  her 
own  intereft  to  give  me  a  little  advice,  I  could  not 
do  better  than  on  his  return  to  fcek  for  a  fpeedy  op- 
portunity of  making  an  acquaintance  with  him,  tc 
prevent  any  mifchievous  interpretations  that  he  might 
make  on  what  fhe  had  done  in  my  favour. 

If  in    my  anfvvers    1   had  dropt   any  amorous   ex- 

prefiions,  which  madam  de   L had  pretended 

not  to  underitand,  I  acknowledge  that  the  weak 
opinion  I  always  had  of  myfelf  did  not  fuffer  me  all 
at  once  to  enter  more  fully,  into  the  meaning  of  her 
advice.     But  as   I  knew  her  Opinion  fully  upon     the 

fubject  of  our  convcrfation 1   promifed  out  of 

kand  to  obey  her  pleafure.     Neverthelefs,  I  was  caft 

into 
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into  defpair,  becaufe  the  prefence  of  the  govcrnante 
prevented  me  from  declaring  to  her  my  tender  fenti- 
ments,  and  more  efpecially  when  me  informed  me, 
that  it  was  full  time  for  her  to  think  of  retiring. 
When  mail  I  find  again,  fays  I,  fo  fortunate  an  op- 
portunity ?  I  (hall  die  of  grief  mould  I  be  dif- 
appointed  of  it.  This  reflc&ion  made  me  pafs  fo 
headlong  over  all  my  fears,  that  1  followed  the  firft 
thought  with  which  love  infpired  me.  It  is  juft, 
madam,  replied  I  with  an  cafy  air,  after  the  good 
offices  you  have  done  me,  that  I  mould  inform  you 
who  I  am,  and  what  in  duty  1  am  obliged  to;  but  I 
have  fome  reafons,  added  I,  approaching  her,  which 
will  not  fufFer  me  to  difcover  myt'elf  in  this  place  to 
any  body  but  you.  I  then  continued  to  addrefs 
a  tone  that  the  other  could  not  hear  me,  that  I  mould 
be  the  moll  fortunate  man  in  the  world,  if  I  could 
have  the  opportunity  of  letting  her  know,  and  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  finding  (lie  approved  of  what  had  paifed 
in  my  heart  for  thefe  two  months  paft  ;  but  that  I 
mould  go  away  the  moll  miferable  man,  if  fhe  did  not 
fufFer  me  to  carry  off  thefe  hopes.  Her  blufhes,  and 
her  fears  that  I  fhould  be  overheard,  made  me  im- 
mediately draw  back;  but  I  added  in  retiring,  behold 
madam,  who  I  am  ;  you  fee  whether  it  be  a  matter 
of  importance  to  me  to  take  fuch  cautious  meafurca 
in  difcovering  myfelf ;  it  is  to  your  goodnefs  that  I 
truft  fo  precious  a  ferret.  She  recovered  readily  from 
her  confufion  ;  and  giving  me  frefh  notice  that  it 
was  time  to  part,  fhe  laid  to  me  with  great  fweetnefi, 
that  my  fecret  mould  be  in  no  danger  from  her,  but 
that  having  advifed  me  to  make  an  acquaintance  with 
her  father,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  better  that  I 
had  referred  it  for  him.  Judge  with  what  fentiments 
of  joy  I  received  this  anfwer.  If  I  wanted  to  have 
moderated  them  a  moment,  it  was  only  to  give  my- 
felf up  to  tranfport  as  foon  as  I  had  got  abroad.  In 
reality,  what  an  excefa  of  good  fortune  was  this  !  A 
ftranger,  without  alliance,  and  without  protection, 
to  find  himfelf  favoured  all  at  once  in  his  mod  dear 
wifhes  j  to  love  the  moft  charming  creature  in  Pa..  , 
E  3  to 
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to  fee  the  full  meafure  of  his  fortune  heaped  up  by 
the  hopes  of  pleating  her,  and  not  to  fee  any  tiling 
but  fubje&i  of  admiration  and  love  !  For  I  have  not 
deferibed  to  you  the  half  of  her  charms  ;  I  have  told 
you  only  what  amazed  me  at  my  fcparation  from 
her;   but  imagine  to  yourfelf 

I  interrupted  Patrick  in  the  midil  of  this  over- 
flowing of  his  heart.  1  conceived,  faid  I,  that  the 
acquaiating  me  with  your  love  might  have  been  ne- 
ceffiry  to  throw  a  light  upon  your  affairs  ;  but  you 
ought  to  fpare  thefe  paffionate  details,  which  apprife 
me  of  nothing  but  what  I  may  fuppofe,  and  which 
my  profefiion  does  not  permit  me  to  hear  without 
fome  confufion.  Depend  upon  it  that  I  have  no  need 
of  any  other  motives  than  my  affection  to  interelt 
myfelf  in  your  pleafures  and  anxieties.  Thif>  difcourfe 
threw  him  all  in  aheap.  He  embraced,  and  conjured 
me  not  to  take  away  from  him  the  only  confolaiion 
he  had  left.  I  open  to  you  my  heart,  fays  he  ;  you 
ought  to  hear  me  out.  If  you  would  know  my  mis- 
fortunes, Why  will  you  refufe  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  fonrce  of  them  ?  Alas  !  nothing  now  remains  of 
all  the  felicity,  of  all  the  favours  which  I  have 
vaunted  to  you  ;  at  lean:  liflen  to  all  the  reafons 
which  I  have  to  regret  them. 

He  proceeded  thus  in  his  relation.  Fancy  then  to 
yourfelf  a  thoufand  charms,  of  which  I  have  not 
tinifhed  the  defcription,  but  whereof  you  may  make 
a  much  better  judgment,  from  the  impreffion  they 
made  on  my  heart.  I  had  too  much  joy  to  contain 
it  all  within  myfelf.  The  day  following  I  thought 
that  a  lover  could  not  forego  the  afliitance  of  a 
friend,  be  it  either  to  applaud  his  happinefs,  or  to 
affift  him  every  moment  with  his  advice.  1  already 
experienced  the  neceflity  of  thi*3  opinion,  from  the 
perplexity  wherein  I  flood  jn  the  new  conduct  that  I 
ought   to   obferve   in    my   leve.     Muft    1   fee  madam 

de  L at  her  houfe,   or  defer  it   till  the  return  of 

her  father  ?  To  write  to  her  in  this  interval,  or  to 
continue  to  prefent  myfelf  before  her  window  with 
the  fame  refpect  and   the  fame  filence  ?  There   was 

no 
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no  need  of  art  or  ftuJjr  to  know  how  to  love  ;  but 
I  was  not  yet  fenfible  how  much  art  and  ftudy  was 
neceflary  for  the  continual  regulation  of  a  violent 
paflion,  when  a  man  would  coutain  himfc'TF  within 
the   hounji  of  decorum   ami   lion.  Is    thought 

might  probably  navc*pSrT5aaea  me  not  to  take  any 
©ther  confidant  than  you,  if  I  had  not  dreaded  the 
rigour  of  your  principles.  I  had  no  choice  left  but 
cither  of  Mr  de  PeiTcs,  or  my  brother.  1  had  fome 
diffidence  in  the  fidelity  of  the  tirit,  becaufc  of  his 
extraordinary  attachment  to  you  ;  and  I  considered 
moreover,    that    for    making    an    acquaintance    with 

Mr  de  L ,  and   for  other  events  that  might  arife, 

I  fliould  always  draw  more  advantage  and  honour 
from  the  mediation  of  my  brother. 

I  made  hafte  then  to  iee  him,  and  he  received  the 
confidence  I  put  in  him  with  all  the  tokens  of  a  lively 
fatisfa&ion.       I   am    in  raptures,    fays    he,  tha 
have  begun  to   think   of  yourielf.      Do  not    have  the 
lead  folpkion   that   I   will  not  aid  you  ro  the  utmoft 

of  my  power.     If  madam  de  JL. be  fuch  as  you 

have  defcribed  her,  and  dii'pofed  in  the  manner  you 
flatter  yourfeif,  I  (hall  not  only  confidcr  your 
prife  a3  the  trial  of  a  heart,  which  may  help  to 
mew  you  a  very  gallant  man,  but  as  an  introduction 
itfelf  to  fomething  iolid.  Is  (he rich?  added  he  I  could 
not  give  him  a  Tat  is  factory  anfwer  to  this  que  ft  ion  ; 
but  an  air  of  neatnefs  and  plenty  (fays  i)  which 
I  faw  in  the  houfe,  makes  me  judge  well  of  her  for- 
tune. It  is  enough,  fays  George;  the  ambition  of  a 
younger  brother  of  Ireland  ought  to  have  bounds. 
it  were  only  to  be  wifhed,  that  me  was  of  the  lame 
religion  as  we.  But  a3  (he  may  p offibly  change  her 
fentimeuti  in  that  particular,  the  main  point  is,  that 
me  be  amiable  enough  to  content  your  heart,  and 
rich  enough  to  provide  for  you  an  eftablimmeut.  He 
premifed  me  further,  that  before  night  he  fliould  be 
in  a  way  to  aid  me  cilher  with  his  p.-rfon  or  counUl-j. 
We  agreed,  that  while  he  was  employing  hiinfelf  in 
my  fervice,  I  fliould  return  to  Saifon3  ;  and  that  from 
the  apprchenfion  of  finding  you  oppoJUc  to  our  pro- 
E  \  jeets, 
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jects,  we  mould  beforehand  ufe  all  forts  of  precautions 
to  deceive  you.  I  immediately  went  to  give  you  an 
account  of  my  journey  to  St  Germain,  and  towards 
evening  I  took  another  pretence  to  return  to  Pari?. 

George  was  already  far  advanced.  You  have  always 
fhewed  yourfelf,  faid  he,  feeing  me  appear,  more  af- 
fectionate to  the  dean  than  to  me.  I  am  anfwerable 
to  you  for  the  fuccefs  of  your  amour,  and  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  your  fortune.  In  reality,  as  you  know 
him  to  be  bold  and  enterpriling,  he  did  more  in  one 
afternoon,  than  I  could  have  expected  to  have  accom- 
plished by  my  own  addrefs  in  many  weeks.  He  re- 
counted to  me,  that  under  pretence  of  buying  fome 
trinkets    from    a   merchant,    whofe    houfe   joined    to 

that  of  Mr  de  L ,    he   dextroufly  got  information 

of  his  affairs  and  correfpondence  ;  and  that  having 
underftood,  among  other  circumftances,  that  the 
governante  whom  he  had  placed  over  his  daughter, 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  was  an  old  lady  from 
Ireland.  He  immediately  took  the  hint  of  another 
defign,  the  fuccefs  of  which  might  fill  me  with  joy. 
He  went  to  inquire  after  this  lady,  having  firft 
learned  her  name.  He  gave  her  an  account  of  our  fa- 
mily, for  which  file  ex  pre  (fed  a  great  regard  ;  and  im- 
proving the  thought  into  the  inclination  which  people 
from  the  fame  country  ought  to  (hew  in  obliging  one 
another,  he  prayed  her  in  confidence  to  inform  him, 
for  fome  reafons  which  he  would  foon  declare  to  her, 
what  (lie  knew  of  the  character  and  circumftances  of 

Mr  de  L, and  his  daughter.      She  gave  a  very 

honourable  account  both  of  the  one  and  the  other  ; 
upon  which  George  informed  her,  that  this  teftimony 
had  cured  him  of  a  mortal  inquietude;  that  having 
a  brother   younger  than   himfelf,    who  had  conceived 

an   extreme  pallion  for  madam  de  L- ,  and  who 

appeared  refolved  to  facrifice  all  other  hopes  of  an 
eitablilhment  to  hi<  love,  he  had  apprehended  that 
his  brother  had  given  an  ill  turn  to  his  views  and 
expectations  ;  but  that  far  from  condemning  him  after 
what  he  had  heard,  he  intreated  her  to  favour  his 
pretenfions  upon  occasion,  and  to  go  him  all  the  good 

offices 
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offices  with  her  miftrefs  in  her  power.  He  prefented' 
to  her  a  diamond  of  fome  value,  which  fhe  made  no 
difficulty  of  receiving,  and  which  was  perhaps  the 
thing  that  contributed  as  much  as  our  country  and 
name  to  the   obtaining    a   declaration  of  the  fecret  of 

madam  de  L .     She  afTured  my  brother,  that  if 

I  was,  as  fhe  had  no  reafon  to  doubt,  the  fame  young 
man,  who  had  for  about  two  months  paft  affiduoufly 
endeavoured  to  engage  the  looks  of  madam  de  L — — , 
I  ought  to  be  highly  fatisfied  with  my  lot;  that  my 
appearance,  and  the  conftancy  of  my  application,  had' 
made  a  furprifing  impreffion  on  her;  and  that  without 
doubt  her  paffion  would  increafe,  when  fhe  came  to  be 
informed  of  my  birth.  George  added,  that  he  had 
prefied  her  to  procure  me  the  fatisfa£tion  of  feeing 
my  miftrefs,  and  that  he  had  found  her  intractable  upon 
that  point.      I  would  ferve  you,  faid  (he  to  him,  but 

I  would  not  betray  the  confidence  of  Mr   de  JL. . 

She  had  the  fame  difcretion  in  concealing  from  him 
the  adventure  of  the  preceding  day,  of  which  his 
difcourfe  with  her  could  not  give  the  lead  fufpicion 
that  he  was  informed  of  it;  and  fhe  advifed  me  to 
purfue  the  paths  of  honour  in  authorifing  my  paflion 
by  an  acquaintance  with  her  father,  who  was  ex- 
pected at  Paris  in  a  few  days.  Neverthelefs,  fhe 
could  not  reeject  another  propofal,  which  was,  togrant 

himfclf  the  liberty  of  faluting  madam  de   L .  She 

took  a  minute  to  difpofe  her  to  this  vifit ;  and  the  un- 
expected explanations  which  flic  difcovered  to  her, 
obtained  her  confent  to  admit  of  it.  In  fine,  George 
informing  me  of  the  charming  qualities  he  had  obfer- 
ved  in  madam  de  L ,  and  the  tender  acknow- 
ledgments he  had  drawn  from  her  in  my  favour,  fini- 
(hed  the  inflaming  me  to  an  inexprefiible  degree,  and 
made  me  indeed  the  molt  paffionate  of  all  mortals. 

Have  I  fcrved  you  well,  faid  he  then,  and  do  you 
believe  me  your  friend?  It  was  with  difficulty  I 
found  terms  to  exprefa  my  acknowledgments  to  him. 
Depend  upon  it,  replied  he,  I  will  undertake  to  no- 
nage your  acquaintance    and    fiienillhip   with   Mr  de 

L ;  and  I  ice  nothing   on  any  fide  that  docs  not 

£  5  piomifc 
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promifo  as  happy  an  end  to  your  love  as  you  can 
wifh  for.  But,  continued  he,  having  been  in  a  deep 
ftudy  for  fome  moments,  Are  you  fo  much  taken  up 
with  your  own  concerns,  that  you  abandon  intirely 
the  interefta  of  poor  Rofe  ?  In  what  fituation  then  is  her 
marriage  with  Mr  de  Peffes  ?  Do  you  confent  to  this 
infamy  ?  Muft  the  caprices  of  the  dean  ruin  the 
fortune  of  a  girl  fo  amiable  ?  I  muft  abfolutely  deli- 
ver her  out  of  his  hands.  Confider  whether  you  will 
contribute  to  do  her  this  piece  of  fervice.  A  dif- 
courfefo  little  expected  threw  me  into  the  la  [I  confufion. 
In  my  turn  I  remained  penfive,  and  like  a  man,  as  it 
were,  in  a  dream  j  but  he  preffed  me  inftantly  to  anfwer. 

Indeed  I  at  firft  trembled  at  this  propofal,  and  all 
my  reflections  fell  upon  you  ;  I  could  not  fupport  the 
thoughts  of  caufing  you  fo  mortal  a  vexation  as  to 
force  from  you  my  filler  again.  It  is  not  to  perfuadc 
you  of  my  fentiments  that  I  make  this  proteltation  ; 
my  only  view  is  to  be  fincere  in  my  (lory.  Let  me 
not  be  fo  underftood,  as  if  I  intended  to  caft  upon 
George  all  thofe  things  which  you  found  odious  in  our 
lad  refolutions.  You  mould  acknowledge  it  as  well 
as  I,  he  is  honed  and  generous,  and  I  owe  him  this 
juftice,  that  if  the  refentment  of  the  injury  that  he 
thought  you  did  him  had  alienated  him  too  much 
from  you,  yet  he  has  never  forbore  to  maintain  for 
you  the  fentiments  of  a  brother,  and  to  confider  your 
-interefts  as  his  own.  But  in  fine,  I  am  lefs  culpable 
than  he,  and  I  find  a  fatisfa&ion  in  telling  you  fo  ;  for 
heaven  is  the  witnefs  of  the  fincere  attachment  I  have 
always  had" to  you,  and  of  the  torment  which  all  your 
troubles  have  occafioned  me.  Let  our  difcontents  die, 
faid  I,  a  thoufand  times  to  George;  he  loves  us  with  the  ex- 
tremefl  tendernefs,  and  our  ingratitude  pierces  his  heart. 

I  interrupted  Patrick  a-new,  and,  borne  down  by  my 
affection,  which  was  renewed  by  thofe  teflimonies 
of  his,  yes,  dear  brother,  fays  I,  embracing  him,  I 
know  your  heart  is  fuch  as  you  have  explained  it  ; 
that  there  is  nothing  good  and  virtuous  but  what  it  is 
difp  >fed  to  rclifh,  and  that  it  is  not  capable  of  volun- 
tarily renouncing  its  duty.     I  begin  to  comprehend 

what 
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what  It  was  that  eftranged  you  from  me.  It  Is  a  paf- 
don  that  you  have  flittered  to  affume  too  great  an 
empire  over  you.  You  have  been  flattered  in  that 
to  find  your  repofe.  Heaven  has  not  permitted  it,  I 
am  confident  of  that.  x\  few  moments  of  a  trilling  joy, 
and  fubject  to  a  thoufand  changes,  are  not  the  things 
that  compofe  the  happinefs  after  which  your  heart 
pants.  It  is  made  for  another  love,  and  for  a  felicity 
more  perfect.  Soontr  or  later  it  will  obtain  the  know- 
ledge and  the  tafte  of  it;  but  go  on  with  yor.r  re- 
lation, which  I  baye  interrupted  too  long. 

He  proceeded  thus:    in    vain    did    1    represent    to 
George  the  repugnance  I  had  to    give  you  any  grief. 
He  anfwered,  that    you   had  not  fo  much  coniidcratl- 
on  for  him,    when   you    carried    away  my  filler   from 
the  hotel  de  Carnavallet,  you  then  left  him  for  twenty- 
four   hours   in  an   inquietude  which  feemed  little  to 
affect   you;     and     moreover    that    his    views    tended 
to  nothing  but  the  advancement  of.  Rofe  and  the  ho- 
nour of    our    family,  as    you    mould   be  obliged    to 
confefs  one  day  or    another  by  what  he  would  do  for 
her;  that  I  mould  be  always  a  witnefs  of  every  ftcp 
he  took,  and  that  he  would  begin  immediately  to  im- 
part a  fecrct  to  me    that  mould  at  once    let   me  into 
his  fentiments.     I    have  commenced  a   ftrict    friend- 
fhip,  fays   he,  with    my  lord   Linch,  a    young    Irifh 
nobleman,  whofe  name  you  are  acquainted  with.   He 
is  rich,  and  his  own  ma.ter.      lam  perfuaded  he  can- 
not fee   Rofe  without   having  an    inclination  for  her. 
We  mud  take  care  that  nothing   happens  which  may 
be    an  imputation   to    us.      I  confefs,  added  he,  that 
the  picture    I  'nave  drawn  of  her  has  raifed  an  earned 
defire  in  him  to  fee   her,  and   he    talks  of  her  to   me 
inccdantly.      You  mu!t  aft.  your   part  at    Saifuns,  by 
labouring   to  make    my  filler   rclifh  my  project  ;  or  if 
any  difficulty  arifts,  at  lead  contrive  a  way  that  I  may 
have  fonvr  conversation  with   her  without  the  know- 
f  Mr  de  Ped".  Iran. 

y   embrace  1    tin'.;  kill  part  of  the  fcheme, 
which   would   relieve    me   from   an    employm;.' 
which    I  had   no  great  appetite.     The   night   : 

the 
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the  only  time  that  I  could  pitch  upon  to  admit  him 
fecretly  at  Saifons,  we  agreed  that  he  mould  be  there 
the  next  night,  and  that  I  mould  prepare  Rofe  for 
this  vifit.  I  left  him  as  well  fatisfied  with  this  pro- 
mife  as  I  was  pleafed  with  the  happy  news  he  had 
told  me;   and  as  there  remained  yet  day  enough  to 

give  me  hopes  of  feeing  madam  de  L ,  I  repaired 

to  the  ftreet,  where  (he  was  fome  time  without  my 
perceiving  her  at  the  window.  She  was  there  never- 
thelefs,  but  concealed  behind  the  curtain.  I  had  patted 
near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  the  coffee  houfe  door, 
when  I  thought  I  had  difcovered  her  by  an  opening 
me  made  in  the  curtain  in  moving  without  precau- 
tion. The  fear  of  difpleafing  her,  when  fhe  appear- 
ed defirous  not  to  be  feen,  prevented  me  from  faluting 
her;  but  I  thought,  that  being  favoured  by  the  day, 
/lie  might  make  her  remarks  on  me  with  eafe.  I  had 
fome  difficulty  to  moderate  my  tranfports,  which  were 
continually  on  the  watch  to  betray  me.  In  the  end, 
putting  afide  the  curtain  fhe  fhewed  herfelf,  and  I  out 
of  hand  made  her  my  acknowledgments  by  a  bow, 
llrongly  enlivened  by  the  impatience  I  had  to  meet 
this  happy  moment.  She  faluted  me  with  civility, 
but  without  difcovering  any  token  of  an  intelligence 
between  us.  She  then  affecled  to  turn  her  eyes  to 
another  fide,  whilfl  mine  were  conftantly  rivetted  on 
her.  I  know  not  what  her  thoughts  were  at  that 
moment;  but  her  heart,  which  was  fo  happily  pre- 
poffeffed  in  my  favour,  did  not  fuffer  her  very  long 
to  do  herfelf  fo  much  violence,  and  me  fo  much 
injuftice.  She  brought  back  her  eyes  on  me  a- 
gain  by  degrees,  which  at  length  encountered  with 
mine.  We  both  blufhed,  in  difcovering  in  each 
others  eyes  all  that  tendernefs  which  we  were  in- 
chanted  to  find  in  them.  I  forgot  myfelf  in  this 
delicious  contemplation,  loft  in  a  thoufand  thoughts 
to  which  till  now  I  was  an  utter  ftranger.  I  tailed 
more  p'eafures  than  I  ever  before  had  in  idea,  when 
a  fervant  of  the  houfe  coming  abroad  by  chance 
left  the  door  open.  I  immediately  loft  fight  of  all 
obftacles,  and,  hurried  on  hy  charms  that  a&ed  upoa 

all. 
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all  my  fenfcs,  I  croffed  the  ftreet  and  entered  into  tlie 
court.  I  mould  have  even  gone  up  to  her  apartment, 
if  I  had  not  met  another  fervant,  who  demanded  of 
me  my  bufinefs.  .  I  remained  without  giving  him  an 
anfwer;  neverthelefs,  in  an  inftant  I  came  to  myfelf, 
and  fearing,  that  after  what  had  been  given  me  in 
charge  the  day  before,  and  what  had  been  confirmed 
to  me  that  prefent  day  by  my  brother,  (he  would 
be  offended  at  my  boldnefs,  I  chofe  to  conceal  this 
indifcretion,  by  afking  only  for  madam  Gerald,  which 
was  the  name  of  the  old  Irifh  lady,  whom  George 
had  brought  over  to   my  intereils. 

I  was  introduced  into  a  chamber,  where  me  did  not 
make  me  wait  long  before  me  appeared.  I  knew  her 
to  be  the  fame  lady  who  was  the  evening  before  with 

madam  de  L .     She  would  have  been  gone  that 

moment;  becaufe  having  feen  me  crofs  the  itreet  and 
come  directly  to  the  houfe,  fhe  doubted  not  it  .was  I 
who  had  inquired  for  her.  I  opened  my  mo.ith  in  or- 
der to   excufe  myfelf,  and  afterwards  to  let  her  know 

that  I  was  the  brother  of  my  lord  C ,  to  whom 

fhe  had  made  me  a  promife  of  favouring  my  love.  But 
fhe  took  me  up  fhort,  and  told  me,  that  fhe  had  no 
need  of  fuck  initructions.  You  are  an  inconiiderate 
young  man,  faid  fhe  to  me,  to  appear  here  before  the 
return  of  Mr  dc  L ,  and  I  am  come  to  re- 
proach you  with  your  indifcretion:  But  I  find  myfelf 
fo  much  difpofed  in  your  favour,  that  I  have  not  the 
power  to  do  it.  Sit  you  down,  continued  fhe,  I  will 
explain  to  you  what  our  fentiments  are  here,  what  you 
have  to  pretend  to,  and  in  what  manner  you  ought  to 
conduct  yourfelf. 

We  fat  down.  She  let  fall  her  voice,  and  without 
giving    me  time   to  thank  her,  you  know,    fays  flic, 

Ir  de  L and  his  daughter  are  Lutherans, 

and  you  are  furprifed  without  doubt  to  fee  an  Irtftl 
Catholic  in  the  houfe  of  them.      I  was  a  friend  to  the 

late  madam  de  L ,  who  took  me  withher  toGer- 

many,  where  her  hufband  was  an  envoy  from  court. 
We  refilled  there  many  yean,  during  which  time  fhe 
brought  her  daughter  into  the  world.     A  dangerous 

curiulity 
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curiofity  having  carried  Mr  dc  L to  make  inqui- 
ries into  the  religion  of  the  country,  he  took  fo 
great  a  tafte  for  it,  that  he  embraced  it,  and  by  an 
effect  of  the  fame  zeal,  employed  all  his  efforts  and 
addrefs  to  gain  over  the  mind  of  his  fpoufe,  whom 
he  made  alfo  a  Lutheran.  Their  daughter  was  con- 
fequently  educated  in  the  fame  principles.  They 
fpared  no  pains  to  infpire  me  with  them ;  but  the  fuc- 
cour  of  heaven  fupported  me  againft  all  forts  of  fe- 
ductions.  I  did  not  ceafe  living  with  with  them  in  the 
fame  amity  and  union,  without  believing  that  I  had 
a  right  to  reafon  upon  the  conduct  of  others ;  and 
the  envoy  himfelf,  who  knew  my  quiet  and  calm 
character,  and  my  attachment  to  his  family,  loft  no- 
thing of  the  confidence  which  he  always  had  in  me. 
Some  time  after,  he  was  recalled  to  court,  where,  not-  . 
vvithHanding  all  the  precautions  he  had  obferved,  fu- 
fpicions  were  entertained  of  his  change.  He  had  vo- 
luntarily renounced  his  country  to  fix  his  refidence 
and  eftablifhment  in  Germany,  but  a  confiderable 
eftate  that  he  had  in  France,  obliged  him  to  return 
there  with  his  family,  and  perfifting  in  the  fame  notions 
of  religion,  he  undertook,  in  order  to  make  himfelf 
eafy  under  the  reftraints  to. which  he  was  obliged  by 
the  king's  edicts,  to  render  all  the  good  offices  of 
zeal  arid  charity  in  his  power  to  the  fmall  number  of 
Lutherans  that  live  at  Paris:  So  that  he  is  become 
as  it  were  their  common  father,  and  has  made  a 
kind  of  church  and  burying  place  of  his  houfe. 

Death  robbed  him  of  his  wife  about  two  years 
ago;  (he  was  not  fo  firmly  fettled  in  his  opinions, 
but  that  the  approach  of  eternity  raifed  in  her  pier- 
cing alarms.  It  was  in  one  of  thefe  moments  of 
perturbation  that  me  opened  to  me  her  heart,  with 
Inch  marks  of  inquietude  that  gave  me  to  underftand, 
that  her  tendernefs  for  her  hufband  was  the  principal 
motive  of  her  change.  I  preffed  her  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  church,  and  I  privately  procured  her  the 
aid  of  an  ecclefiaftic,  who  at  length  reftored  peace 
to  her  confidence.     She  obliged  me  to  declare  to  her 

daughter 
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daughter  in  what  religion  fhe  had  died,  and  to  ex- 
hort her  to  profit  by  her  mother's  example. 

Although  thefe  lad  counfels  of  a  dying  mother  have 
not  made  on  Madam  de  L—  all  the  imprefiions 
that  I  could  defire,  yet  I  can  make  a  good  conjec- 
ture of  her  difpofitions,  when  I  fee  her  fupplicating 
her  father  to  continue  me  about  her.  He  loves 
her  tenderly,  and  is  too  well  fatisfied  with  my 
conduct  to  refufe  her  this  favour.  I  have  held 
with  her  the  place  of  a  mother  fince  fhe  loft  her  own. 
The  confidence  and  friendfhip  (he  has  placed  in 
me  have  no  bounds  ;  me  has  not  had  thefe  two  years 
either  thoughts  or  fentiments  that  fhe  has  not  com- 
municated to  me.  All  my  pains  have  been  applied 
to  wean  her  infenfibly  from  her  religion,  fometimes 
by  repeating  to  her  the  lafl  words  of  her  mother, 
and  fometimes  in  raifing  objections  and  doubts,  ac- 
cording to  the  meafures  of  my  own  underftanding  : 
But  the  fear  of  rendering  myfelf  fufpe&ed  by  too  ar- 
dent a  zeal,  and  upon  the  whole,  the  difcretion  I  am 
obliged  to  ufe  to  her  father,  have  obliged- me  to  mo« 
derate  my  exhortations  and  counfels.  I  fow  ;  it  is 
heaven  rami  blefs  my  efforts,  in  making  me  one  day 
gather  the  fruits  I  hope  for. 

In  fine,  added  madam  Gerald,  as  it  is  feldom  that 
I  am  abfent  from  her,  it  was  about  two  months  ago 
that  we  perceived  you  from  our  windows,  and  re- 
marked with  what  admiration  you  call  your  eyes 
towards  us.  I  did  not  in  the  leatl  doubt  but  that 
this  was  the  effect  of  the  charms  of  my  pupil,  and 
I  made  war  on  her  in  banters.  She  granted  that 
your  dijigence  did  not  difpleafe  her,  and  that  your 
demeanour  gained  on  her  mightily.  I  have  not  yet 
infpired  her  with  thofe  fevcrc  maxims,  which  make 
a  young  lady  fear  the  fight  of  a  handfome  man, 
and  which    augment   her  ing    her  too 

knowhlge  in  the  diflruft  of  them  ;  fooner  or 
later  the  heart  mufl  love  fomcthing ;  and  it  is  not 
fnch  a  dangerous  propenfion  with  which  modetty  is 
obliged  to  be  at  perpetual  war.  It  was  proper  that 
iould    have   clear    notions    given    her   of   thefe 

thii 
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things,  not  to  let  her  follow  a  blind  courfe,  and 
in  the  mean  time  think  to  fortify  herfelf  enough 
to    flop  always    at  juft  bounds.      I   had    accuftomed 

madam   de    L by   thefc    principles,    not  only 

not  to  give  herfelf  anxiety  about  the  indeliberate 
movements  of  the  heart,  but  never  to  furrender  her- 
felf to  them  inconiiderately  ;  and  I  made  a  better 
account  of  this  fort  of  virtue,  than  of  all  the  af- 
fected grimaces  to  which  our  fex  have  given  that 
name.  It  was  agreed  then  that  you  mould  pleafe 
her,  and  I  had  no  other  objection  to  make  to  her, 
than  the  imprudence  me  fhewed  in  taking  a  liking  to  a 
perfon  unknown.  You  muft  continue  to  come  regular- 
ly to  the  neighbouring  coffee-houfe,  or  oppofite  to 
our  windows  She  will  not  once  lofe  the  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  you,  although  me  will  not  always 
lhew  herfelf  to  you.  You  may  keep  an  account 
of  all  your  pains  ;  and  I  muft  tell  you,  that  after 
having  confidered,  that  a  love  as  timorous  and  re- 
fpectful  as  yours,  ought  to  proceed  from  another 
fource  than  lightnefs  or  libertinifm,  I  feel  myfelf. 
Wrongly  inclined  to  wifh  that  your  birth  and  cha- 
racter may  be  found  anfwerable  to  what  is  faid  of  you 
abroad.  I  had  the  fame  confufion  in  anfwering  my 
ward,  when  fhe  confulted  me  upon  the  progrefs  of  her 
love.  Wait,  faid  I,  to  her,  time  will  (hew  whether 
he  be  worthy  of  you  ;  he  will  find  the  way  fooner  or 
later  to  unfold  himfelf :  But  remain  always  miftrefs  of 
your  heart.  She  affared  me,  that  granting  you  were 
fuch  a  perfon  as  fhe  imagines  you,  fhe  would  have  no 
great  pain  in  vanquifhing  her  inclinations,  if  the  event 
mould  cot  anfwer  appearances  ;  but  that  fhe  mould 
have  a  mortal  regret  to  find  herfelf  deceived  :  And 
me  confefTed,  that  you  appeared  to  be  formed  to  make 
her  happy. 

O  Gods  !  cried  I,  interrupting  madam  Gerald, 
have  I  been  fo  long  ignorant  of  my  happinefs  ? 
Permit  me  then  to  fee  her,  and  that  I  may  go  and 
die  with  joy  and  acknowledgment  at  her  feet.  vNo, 
replied  fhe,  it  is  a  matter  determined ;  you  mud 
not  fpeak  to  her,   but  by  the  confent  of  her  father. 

But 
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Bat  hearken  to  this  that  ought  to  fuftain  your  hopes: 
iince  the  time  that  flie  difcourfed  with  you,  and 
that  I  have  fpoke  myfelf  to  your  brother,  we  are  re- 
folved  to  do  for  you  every  thing  that  may  contri- 
bute   to    render    Mr    de  L favourable.       He 

pallionately  loves  his  daughter,  and  has  declared  to 
her  a  thoufand  times  that  he  would  leave  her  at  li- 
berty to  pleafe  her  heart  in  the  choice  of  a  huiband. 
Whatever  your  lot    be,  the  want  of  riches   (hall    be 

no  obftacle.    Madam  de  L is  an  heirefs,  who 

can  make  the  fortune  of  the  man  fhe  loves.  There 
is  nothing  but  the  difference  of  religion  that  makes 
me  dread  a  dorm  ;  but  we  have  provided  againft  every 
accident  with  a  zeal  that  will  convince  you  that  we 
mall  in  earned  bufy  ourfelves  in  your  concerns.  When 
you  fhall   have  infinuated    yourfelf  into  the  friendfhip 

of  Mr  de  L ,  and  that  we  can,  upon  a  further 

acquaintance  better  than  at  prefent,  be  fatisfied  that 
you  merit  the  opinion  we  have  conceived  of  you,  if 
we  do  not  fee  that  he  is  inclined  to  make  you  happy, 
we  (hall  then  wait  till  either  his  death  or  the  age  of 
his  daughter  fets  us  at  liberty.  We  mail  be  rei'pon- 
fible  to  you  for  our  pcrfeverance.  All  thefe  refutati- 
ons, added  fhe,  are  taken  this  day.  You  cannot  have 
a  notion  with  what  excefs  of  joy  we  received  the 
explications  made  by  your  brother.  He  prefented 
me  with  a  diamond,  which  I  received  as  a  pledge  of 
her  good  faith  and  your's.  Yedernight  you  law  me 
cmbarraffed  ;  and  although   the  advice  which  madam 

de  L gave  you  to    make  an  acquaintance    with 

her  father  came  from  me,  I  was  difpleafed  with  her 
lail  anfwer,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  too  favour- 
able for  a  perfon  unknown.  But  to-day  I  give  no  fur- 
ther limits  to  your  hopes,  nor  to  the  pailion  I  have 
to  do  you  fervice. 

Ah  !  fays  I  to  her,  kifling  her  hands,  you  do 
more  for  my  happinefs  than  I  could  expedt  from  the 
united  power  of  men  and  fortune.  But  do  you  be- 
lieve 1  can  live,    if  you  do  not  grant  me  this  moment 

the  plcafure  of  feeing  madam  de  L ,    of  fpeaking 

to  her,   of  affuring  her  a  thoufand  times   that  I  adore 

her,, 
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her,  that  I  abandon  to  her  my  life  and  my  defliny  I 
Sheproteftedtome  a-new,  that  itwasafruitlefsrequeit ; 
that  I  mould  not  fail  to  come,  according  to  cuftom, 
to  the  neighbouring  coifee-houfe ;  and  fhould  not  fuf- 
fer  myfclf  to  fall  into  defpair  from  thefe  counterfeit 
rigours  ;  but,  that  they  might  have  nothing  to  re- 
proach themfelves  with,    I  mould   abfolutely  wait  the 

return  of  Mr  de  L ,  and  that   they  wifhed    he 

might  readily  approve  of  my  vifits.  From  the  trou~ 
ble  of  feeing  a  pleafure  as  it  were  torn  from  me, 
which  I  thought  within  my  reach,  and  for  which  the 
tranfports  I  was  in  would  have  made  me  facritiee  an 
empire,  it  came  into  my  mind,  that  madam  Gerald 
who  had  received  a  diamond  from  my  brother,  might 
alfo  be  fenfible  of  fome  liberality  of  this  nature  from 
me,  and  nothing  prefenting  icfelf  to  my  memory  im- 
mediately but  my  fhare  of  our  thirty  thoufand  livres, 
I  faid  to  her,  without  confidering  any  thing,  that 
though  my  quality  of  younger  brother  had  made  me 
lofe  my  fhare  in  the  divilion  of  the  jewels  of  our  fami- 
ly, yet  I  had  about  a  thoufand  piftoles  in  money,  which 
was  all  I  had  brought  from  Ireland  ;  and  that  this  fum 
fhould  be  at  her  fervice,  if  fhe  would  procure  me  the 
fatisfaction  I  requeued,  which  favour  fhe  had  it  in 
her  power  to  grant  me.  Whatever  imprudence  was 
hi  this  offer,  I  made  it  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 
I  know  not  in  what  light  it  appeared  to  madam 
Gerald  ;  though  fhe  ought  to  have  looked  upon  it  as 
fincere,  yet  fhe  was  fo  provoked,  that  me  left  me 
without   making  any  anfvver,    and    immediately   went 

up    to   the  apartment  of  madam    de  L ,    from 

whence  flic  returned  in  about  four  minutes  with  the 
happy  pcrmiffion  of  conducting  me  to  her.  Come, 
fays  fhe,  taking  me  by  the  hand,  you  are  a  lover 
of  a  character  intirely  new,  and  which  well  deferves 
that  we  fhould  relax  fomething,  to  prevent  your  death 
or  ruin.  However,  as  we  went  up  flairs,  fhe  exact- 
ed from  me  a  promife  upon  oath,  that  I  mould  not 
again  demand  the  fame   favour    until  the  return  of 

MrdeL -. 

I 
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I  promifed  ray  life,  and  every  thing  that  might 
not  help  to  diminifh  the  pleafure  I  was  going  to  en- 
joy ;    I  fwear,    faid  I  to  her,  to  obey  you  eternally  : 

And  feeing  madam  dc  L ,  who  Hood  expecting  us, 

I  threw  myfelf  on  my  knees  with  as  much  devotion  as 
if  I  had  been  entering  a  church.  I  mould  not  have 
quitted  that  polture,  if  fhe  had  not  abfolutely  com- 
manded me  to  be  feated.  We  commenced  a  conver- 
fation,  in  which  love  had  no  other  bonds  than  honour 
and  modefty.  But  I  will  forbear  relating  the  cir- 
cumllances,  becaufe  the  fe verity  of  your  maxims 
will  not  furrer  you  willingly  to  hear  them.      I    paffed 

two  hours  with  madam  de  L ,  in  which  I  mewed 

nothing  but  one  continual  tranfport  ;  and  in  taking 
my  leave,  I  carried  away  wherewithal  to  make  me 
happy  for  whole  ages,  only  from  the  remembrance 
of  lo  much  love  and  pleafure. 

It  was  too  late  to  communicate  my  good  fortune  to 
George.  I  thought  of  nothing  but  to  reach  Saifons; 
where,  full  of  joy,  which  made  me  appear  thoughtful 
and  abfent,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  attribute 
to  my  melancholly  humour  the  moil:  delightful  medi- 
tations that  could  employ  the  mind  of  a  lover.  Rofe 
was  alone,  to  whom  I  thought  proper  to  difcover  my 
fecret,  as  well  to  flatter  my  own  heart  by  imparting 
it,  as  to  prepare  her  for  the  vifit  of  my  brother.  I 
i  one  part  of  the  night  in  painting  the  charms  of 

madam  de  L ,  and  I   railed  in  my  filter  an  eager 

dclire  to  become  her  friend.  As  flie  had  already 
1  me  with  the  (late  of  her  heart,  anil  that  1 
was  convinced  her  feutiments  for  Mr  de  Peffcs  were 
iotirely  changed  from  what  I  believed  fhe  had  for  him 
in  Ireland,  hindered  ine  from  declaring  to  her 

oil-hand,  that  George's  defign  was  to  procure  her  a 
lover.  She  anfwered  me,  that  fhe  would  not  en; 
in  any  thing  without  your  participation.  You  arc  rune 
prudent  than  I,  fay*  I  to  her;  but  I  leave  your  affairs 
unfolded  by  George,  who  will  be  here  to-mor- 
row-night, and  who  defires  to  be  with  you  in  private. 
We  took  our  mcafurcs  to  receive  him  in  my  chamber, 

where 
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where  (he  confented  to  be,  when  every  body  was  a- 
bed.  I  left  her  determined  to  undertake  nothing 
without  confulting  you,  and  I  did  not  in  the  leafl  op- 
pofe  this  refolution;  but,  to  continue  to  fhevv  you  my 
fincerity,  the  intereil  (he  was  ready  to  take  in  the  re- 
lation of  my  amour,  made  me  judge,  that  me  would 
not  remain  always  without  tafte  for  the  fame  plea- 
fures,  and  that  my  lord  Linch  was  not  like  to  meet 
with  a  repulfe,  if  he  had  merit  enough  to  pleafe  her. 

I  ftole  out  the  next  day,  to  return  to  the  fource  of 
my  joy  and  repofe.  If  I  obferved  faithfully  the  law 
that  madam  Gerald  had  impofed  on  me,  I  was  recom- 
penfed  for  this  fubmiilion  by  other  complaifances 
which  fati&ficd  my  tendernefs.  I  afterwards  gave  an 
account  to  my  brother  of  all  thofe  circumflances  to 
which  he  was  before  a  (1  ranger,  and  of  the  difpofiti- 
on  of  Rofe  to  fee  him  the  night  following.  He  pro- 
mifed  to  come  at  midnight  to  Saifons,  and  he  recom- 
mended to  me  beforehand  to  find  fbme  pretext  for 
going  the  day  after  to  St  Germain  ;  becaufe  he  had 
formed  new  views,  for  the  explanation  of  which  he 
put  me  off  till  that  lime. 

At  the  hour  appointed  I  found  nothing  fo  eafy  as 
to  bring  him  into  my  chamber.  My  filter  waited  to 
attend  him  with  impatience,  and  all  the  houfc  were 
already  in  a  profound  fleep.  You  may  imagine  what 
could  be  the  fubjeft  of  their  converfation.  George 
employed  all  his  wit  to  give  an  infinuating  turn  to 
his  offers  and  intreaties.  He  did  not  at  firtl  openly 
propofe  that  me  mould  quit  Saifons;  but  having  men- 
tioned my  lord  Linch  as  a  certain  conqueft,  and  ex- 
tolled the  advantages  my  lifter  would  have  in  marry- 
ing him,  he  represented  to  her  that  an  affair  of  fuch 
importance  could  not  be  managed  but  at  Paris  :  That 
the  quell  ion  was,  the  fecuring  her  a  fortune,  a  rank, 
a  title,  and  that  fuch  favourable  opportunities  did  not 
offer  every  day  ;  that  when  fhe  had  lived  with  him 
fome  time  alone,  (he  would  have  it  more  in  her  power 
than  you  to  do  juftice  to  the  innocence  of  his  inten- 
tions and  conduct,  and  he  urged  her  not  to  give  her- 
felf  u-p  fo  lightly  to  your  falfe  alarms;  that  he  always 

was 
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was  of  opinion,  that  you  were  more  capable  than  any 
perfon  to  make  of  her  a  nun  and  a  faint  ;  but  if  fhe 
was  not  abfolutely  refolved  to  bury  herfelf  in  a  cloifter, 
{he  had  no  other  choice  to  make,  than  to  mew  herfelf 
to  the  world,  and  to  fet  Jier  natural  accomplifhments 
in  the  point  of  view,  which  from  henceforth  mould  be 
her  only  refource  ;  that  I  myfelf  had  known  the  in- 
jury I  had  fuffered  in  fu knitting  to  be  a  (lave  to  your 
counfels,  and  that  I  began  to  find  the  difference  in 
having  preferred  to  them  his  own.  In  fine,  he  joined 
to  thefe  reafons  the  moft  tender  and  preffing  inftances. 
I  thought  Rofc  was  vanquilhed ;  neverthelefs,  fhe  had 
the  power  to  defend  herfelf,  and  refufing  refolutely  to 
forfake  you,  fhe  confented  only  to  receive  a  vifit 
from  my  lord  Linch,  when  we  could  bring  him  to 
Saifons  with  decency. 

My  brother  appeared  fatisfied  with  what  heobtained. 
We  went  to  St  Germain  the  day  following.  They 
had  already  fome  knowledge  of  our  domeftic  quar- 
rels ;  and  George's  defign  was  to  make  our  prefence 
difperfe  the  rumour,  of  which  the  effect  could  not 
be  advantageous  for  us.  They  doubted  no  more  of 
the  good  understanding  among  us,  when  they  faw  us 
make  our  appearance  together  at  court.  We  were 
received  favourably  by  the  king,  and  loaded  with 
civilities  by  our  friends. 

It  was  in  reafoning  with  them  upon  divers  projects 
for  our  eftablifhment  and  fortune,  that  M.  de  Scrcine, 
to  whom  George  had  already  confided  the  bottom  of 
our  afTairs,  and  who  entered  into  the  thoughts  of  the 
neceffity  of  introducing  my  filler  at  court,  offered  to 
receive  her  in  his  houfe,  where  (he  might  live  agreea- 
bly with  hit  wife  and  daughter.  We  accepted  this 
prupofal  with  acknowledgments ;  and  when  I  was 
alone  with  my  brother,  1  afked  him,  if  he  did  not 
that  you  yourfclf  might  be  brought  to  approve 
it,  and  I  thought  it  advifcablc  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  reconcile  us  fincerely.  I  doubt  of  it,  fay*  be  ; 
for  what  hope  can  there  be  of  curing  him  of  his 
fcruples  concerning  balls,  fhews,  and  aficmblies  ?  It 
would  require  fome  time  to  fortify  Rofe  j  but  accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  his  notions  of  things,  Muft  not  a  woman  bs 
always  weak  ?  We  will  not  expofe  ourfelves,  added 
he,  to  fee  him  confound  all  our  new  projects.  We 
will  begin  by  delivering  her  out  of  his  hands,  and 
by  that  means  eftablifli  her-fortune.  There  will  be 
always  time  to  reconcile  us  ;  and  if  after  this  pro- 
ceeding he  finds  that  flic  has  yet  need  of  his  inftruc- 
tions,  we  will  turn  her  over  to  his  zeal. 

I  was  fo  much  the  more  eafy  at  thofe  fpecious  rea- 
fons,  as  I  faw  in  my  lord  Linch  an  extreme  impatience 
to  know  her  ;  and  I  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  he 
«would  attach  himfelf  to  her  ferioufly  after  he  had  feen 
her.  He  requefted  the  favour  of  my  friendfhip,  which 
I  freely  promifed  him  in  accepting  of  his.  He  vras  of 
a  character  lively  and  open,  but  more  capable  of  re- 
ceiving much  love  than  of  infpiring  it.  In  my 
knowledge  of  Rofe,  1  thought,  that  to  make  the  con- 
queft  of  her  heart,  a  lover  fhould  have  more  mining 
qualities,  and  upon  the  whole  more  wit  and  noble- 
nefs  of  fentiments.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  quefticn  was 
only  about  fortune,  and  that  George  had  not  fpoke 
to  him  upon  any  other  foot,  I  fancied  that  tin's  mo- 
tive might  accuftom  her  to  brook  him,  as  it  had  made 
her  content  to  fee  him. 

A  few  days  after,  we  improved  the  opportunity  fo 
luckily,  that  being  come  to  Saifons  with  George,  he 
fpent  there  a  part  of  the  afternoon.  Some  affairs 
had  obliged  you  to  retire  with  Mr  de  PefTes,  and  I 
took  care  the  evening  before  to  advertife  my  brother 
of  your  intentions.  I  examined  curioufly  the  im- 
preflion  my  lord  Linch  had  made  on  my  fitter.  It  was 
agreeable  to  my  conjectures  ;  that  is  to  fay,  notwith- 
standing the  pafiion  he  had  all  of  a  fudden  conceived 
for  her,  fne  looked  on  him  only  in  the  light  of  a  rich 
man,  who  would  advance  her  to  fortune.  As  to 
him,  into  whofe  difcourfe  and  motions  I  had  made  a 
ftrict  ferutiny,  he  carried  away  fo  mueh  love  in 
leaving  her,  that  I  thought  the  eftablifbment  of  Rofe 
as  infallible  as  George  had  foretold.  I  was  expofed 
fome  days  following  to  the  perpetual  folicitations  of 
procuring  for  him   a-new  the   fatis faction  of  feeing 

her  j 
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her  ;  but  tho'  my  brother  joined  in  his  intreaties,  it 
was  impofiible  for  me  to  find  an  opportunity  till  the 
ficknefs  of  Mr  de  PefTes. 

This  accident,  of  which  Mr  de  PefTes  had  genero- 
fity  enough  to  conceal  from  you  the  caufe,  was  no 
more  than  an  efftd  of  jealoufy.  With  the  pains  he 
had  taken  to  gain  over  our  domeflics,  he  had  Luc 
addrefs,  upon  fome  fufpicions,  to  draw  from  them 
light  enough  to  difcover  fome  part  of  the  truth. 
His  paffion,  which  had  for  a  long  time  mounted  to 
an  excefs,  incited  him  to  fome  complaints,  which  my 
fifter  rejected  perhaps  with  too  much  feorn,  and  which 
he  told  her  could  not  fail  to  occafion  his  death  in  ac- 
complishing the  lofs  of  all  his  hopes.  Tho'  I  was 
irritated  myfelf  at  his  indifcretion,  the  friendfhip  I 
had  for  him  made  me  intreat  Rofe,  to  treat  him  with 
more  indulgence  during  his  ficknefs,  and  (he  was 
freely  difpofed  to  it  from  her  natural  goodnefs.  But 
an  opportunity  fo  favourable  was  not  neglected  by 
my  lord  Linen  and  my  brother,  who  were  often  at 
Saifons,  whilfl  your  love  far  fludy  engaged  you 
among  your  books.  They  remained  there  a  part  of 
the  night,  which  we  paffed  at  fupper,  while  you  gave 
yourfelf  up  to  fleep.  The  recovery  of  Mr  de  PefTes 
interrupted  a  little  their  pleafures  ;  until,  upon  fome 
reprefentations  from  me,  you  prayed  him  forthwith 
to  return  to  Paris.  In  fine,  my  lord  Linch,  who 
was  abfolutely  devoted  to  Rofe,  propofed  to  us  his 
purpofe  of  fharing'  his  fortune  with  her  ;  and  it 
made  a  little  buftle  at  St  Germain  in  fupplicating  the 
to  approve  of  it. 

1  thought  I  was  indebted  to  George  in  this,  though 
an  inconfidcrate  piece  of  complaiiance,  as  an  acknow- 
nent  for  the  zeal  in  which  he  was  indefatigable 
to  icrve  my  intereft.  Of  all  the  contented  hearts, 
mine  was  the  mo(l  happy,  feeing  with  the  profpect  of 
a  fortune  I  enjoyed  alio  the  mod  fwect  pleafures  of 
love  ;  for  I  never  paffed  a  day  hut  I  made  a  trip  to 
Paris,  and   there  faw  without  rellraint,   or  entertained 

.!i  de  L .      Her  father  returned  at  the  time 

expected.   I  was  indebted  to  George  for  the  obligation 

of 
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of  procuring  mc  his  friendfhip,  and  even  fome  claim 
to  his  acknowledgments. 

As  he  was  a  man  rough  and  pafiionate,  whom  it 
wouW  have  been  difficult  to  gain  by  the  ordinary 
ways,  my  brother  made  ufe  of  an  innocent  ftrata- 
gem,  of  which  the  fuccefs  furpafled  pur  expectations. 
Having  been  afTured  of  the  day  of  his  arrival,  he 
made  two  of  my  lord  Linch's  footmen,  and  two  of 
his  own,  drefs  themfelves  in  the  habit  of  foldiers,  and 
arming  them  with  piftols,  pofted  them  on  the  high- 
road, with  orders  to  attack  his  chaife  briikiy.  We 
were  about  an  hundred  paces  from  them,  fo  that 
fpurring  our  horfes  we  arrived  to  his  aid  at  a  time 
he  thought  himftif  in  extreme  danger  ;  fome  fhots 
of  our  piitols  fired  in  the  air,  with  other  marks  of  re- 
fiftance  and  fighting,  eafily  perfuaded  him  that  we 
had  expofed  our  lives  in  his  defence,  and  that  he 
was  indebted  to  us  for  his.  We  found  him  fpeechlefs 
and  trembling  in  his  chaife  :  But  when  he  faw  us 
matters  of  the  field  of  battle,  he  appeared  lively, 
touched  at  the  fervice  he  had  received.  He  prefled 
us  to  inform  him  of  the  names  of  his  deliverers  ;  he 
told  us  his  own,  and,  in  fine,  offered  us  the  difpofition 
of  his  fortune  and  life,  which  we  had  preferved. 
My  brother  anfwered  him  modeftly  ;  and  to  give 
heaped  meafure  to  the  obligation,  we  conducted  him 
even  to  the  gates  of  Paris,  where  in  fpite  of  his 
inftances  we  refufed  to  let  him  know  our  houfe,  but 
promifed  him  not  to  be  long  without  paying  a  viiit  to 
his. 

His  daughter  and  madam  Gerald  were  in  the  fe- 
cret  of  our  enterprife.  He  did  not  fail  to  give  them 
a  relation  of  the  danger  he  had  efcaped,  and  to 
boail  of  the  fervice  we  had  done  him.  Madam  Ge- 
rald, who  being  a  lady  from  Ireland,  muft  naturally 
be  acquainted  with  our  names,  did  not  fail  to  lay 
hold  on  the  opportunity  of  making  our  panegyrick. 
She  exhaufted  herfelf  more  particularly  on  mine  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  waiting  on  him  two  hours  after,  we 
found  in  him  all  the  fervency  of  acknowledgment 
and    eftcem.      He    prefented    his    daughter    to    us, 

recom- 
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recommending  to  her  to  look  upon  ua  for  the  time  to 
come  as  his  bed  friends.  He  made  us  promife  not  to 
make  any  diilin&ion  between  our  houfe  and  his, 
but  that  we  mould  take  the  free  command  of  all 
that  belonged  to  him.       I  began  to  think  my  good 

fortune   folidly  eftablifhed.    Madam  de  L ,  being 

as  much  charmed  as  I  was  with  the  fuccefs  of  our 
artifice,  thought  herfelf  intirely  authorifed  to  deliver 
herfelf  up  to  her  tendernefs.  We  had  a  liberty  of 
feeing  one  another,  the  opportunity  of  knowing  one 
another,  and  a  thoufand  new  reafons  for  our  love. 
If  prudence  did  not  permit  us  then  to  make  propofals 
to  her  father,  every  thing  at  leaft  gave  us  room  to 
hope  for  a  happy  opportunity  to  come.  •  It  is  true, 
we  every  day  obferved  fufficient  meafures  for  dif- 
guiiing  our  love;  but  this  was  by  the  advice  of 
George  himfeif,  and  madam  Gerald,  who  feeing  Mrde 

L 's  friendfhip  for  me  increafe  every  day,  imagined 

that  he  would  come  to  the  paf$  of  offering  his  daughter 
to  me  of  his  own  accord.  1  had  it  more  than  once  in 
my  thoughts  at  a  time  when  every  thing  favour- 
ed my  views,  and  in  which  you  could  not  condemn, 
my  meafures  and  conduct,  to  difcovcr  to  you  this 
intrigue,  in  order  to  authorize  it  by  your  confent. 
I  propofed  it  to  George,  who  obftinately  forbid  it. 
lie  made  me  apprehenlive  left  difference  of  religion 
mould  give  the  alarm  to  your  zeal,  and  make  you 
traverfe  our  proje&s. 

This  was  our  fituation  when  you  took  the  refo- 
lution  of  going  to  court.  I  gave  advice  of  your 
departure  to,  my  brother;  and  it  appeared  to  him 
an  opportunity  proper  for  the  defign  he  hail  always 
formed  of  taking  away  my  filler  from  you-  He  had 
till  now  only  given  her  a  (lender  taitc  of  liij  intentions, 
in  uttering  to  conduct  her  to  St  Germain;  but  he  had 
not  the  leafl  doubt,  if  he  could  engage  Mr  de  Sercinc 
to  go  to  Saifoni  with  \\h  wife  ;\iu\  daughter,  but  that 
the  prefencc  and  the  company  of  theft  two  ladies 
would  make  a  great  change  in  her  rcfolutions.  I 
need  not  report  to  you  what  followed;  you  may- 
judge  of  it  by  the  cucumftanccg,  yf  which  you  were 

Vol.  I.  F  awitneff 


124  The  Dean  of  Coleraine. 

a  vvitnefb.  In  my  turn,  I  differed  myfelf  to  be 
overcome  by  the  fame  inftances  which  had  vanquished 
my  filter.  In  truth,  I  was  in  fome  confufion  at  their 
proceedings,  when  I  perceived  your  melancholy  : 
But  your  appearing  to  have  affumed  a  more  calm 
air,  as  foon  as  you  heard  what  Mr  de  Sercijie  had 
offered,  I  fancied  to  myfelf  that  you  approved  his 
rcafons,  and  that  we  mould  not  fee  a  guide,  fuch  as 
you,  forfake  us  without  regret.  I  even  took  your 
reproaches  for  counfels  which  had  lefs  relation  to  the 
prefent  than  to  the  time  to  come.  If  you  had  not 
believed  thefe  excufes  fincere,  I  was  determined  to 
come  at  lead  often  to  Saifons  to  fee  you,  that  you 
ihould  have  had  little,  room  to  be  fenfible  of  my  ab- 
fence. 

In  fine,  we  feparated  ourfelvcs  from  you.  It  is  im- 
pofiible  you  could  have  fupported  our  abfence  without 
refentment;  iince  it  forthwith  made  you  take  the 
refoluticn  of  abandoning  us.  But  if  you  thought  us 
(o  culpable,  if  you  wifhed  perhaps  that  heaven 
would  defeat  our  defigns,  and  by  fome  chaftifement 
make  us  fenfible  of  the  levity  of  our  conduct,  you 
have  not  been  overmuch  miftaken.  You  fee  me  here 
loaded  with  my  own  griefs,  and  with  thofe  of  a  bro- 
ther and  filler  yet  more  unhappy,  who  demand  from 
you  that  fuccour,  which  they  can  expect  from  none 
but  you.  George  at  the  bottom  of  a  dungeon,  from 
whence  he  can  never  get  out;  Rofe  in  a  cloifter,  where 
her  inclinations  never  led  her,  and  which  neccflity  ne- 
verthelefs  ought  to  hinder  her  from  forfaking,  as  long 
as  fhe  mall   love  virtue  and    honour;  myfelf  dripped 

naked, alas!   of  all   the    happinefs  which  love 

had  promifed  me  ;  for  I  flight  all  other  riches, 
which  I  could  not  pofiefs  with  that  only  happinefs 
that  made  me  love  them.  But  why  do  I  feek  before- 
hand to  foften  your  compaffion,  when  my  recital  de- 
mands more  than  ever  your  attention. 

Upon  quitting   Saifons,   we   came   to  Paris,  where 

George's  project   was    to  make    my  filler  fpend  fome 

days  to  put  her  in  a  condition  to   appear  honourably 

t  court.      Mr  de  Sercine  with  his   family,  and  my 

lord 


The  Dean  of  Colehaine.         125 

lord  Linch,  in  the  evening,  retook  the  road  to  St 
Germain.  We  lodged  with  George,  who  had  lately- 
taken   a  fit  and  commodious    houfe.      Having   a  de- 

fign  to  pay  my  ordinary  vifit  to  madam  dc  L , 

I  purpofed  to  my  filter  to  gratify  the  impatience  flic 
had  (hewed  of  being  acquainted  with  her,  and  my 
brother  advifed  her  to  accompany  me,  whilft  he  em- 
ployed  himfelf  on    fome  other  bufmefs.       We  found 

madam    de  L alone,  and  the   fight  of  Rofe, 

which  I  had  a  long  time  given  her  hopes  of,  filled 
her  with  pleafure.  Vivacity  and  joy  animated  our 
converfation.  If  I  was  charmed  in  making  a  lif- 
ter fo  amiable  acquainted  with  my  miftrefs,  I  had 
it  not  lefs  in  my  power  to  juftify  in  the  eyes  of 
Rofe,  all  the  merit   which  (he  a  hundred  times  made 

me  obferve  in  madam  de   L. .     I  prided  myfelf 

in  her  extreme  tendernefs,  and  abandoned  myfelf 
to  all  mine,  with  that  air  of  toying  which  makes 
the    charms    of    an     amour    innocent.        I    received 

from  madam   de  L a   thoufand    new    teftimo- 

nies  of  affection,  which  it  feemed  fhe  was  will- 
ing to  make  a  merit  of  with  my  fifter.  Never 
two  lovers  appeared  fo  fatisfied  with  one  another. 
Rofe  reproached  us  agreeably  with  the  excefs  of 
our  pafiion.  We  anfwered  her  in  the  fame  tone, 
that  this  fame  excefs  mould  ferve  her  for  an  ex- 
cufe.  She  continued  for  fome  time  to  make  war 
upon  us  with  her  railleries,  and  we  defended  our- 
felves  without  appearing  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  her 
reafons.  But  I  thought  I  perceived  in  the  end, 
that  the  gaiety  which  Rofe  affected  was  forced.  I 
even  difcovered  an  air  of  heavincf3  and  melancholy 
in  her  eyes.  During  the  time  me  laboured  to 
make  the  converfation  agreeable,  flic  was  poffeffed  with 
fome  reverie,  and  the  half  of  hir  attention  was 
employed  on  fomething  that  paffed  within  herfelf. 
I  feared  that  this  fenfe  of  tendernefs  might  have 
become  troublefome  and  impertinent  to  her,  and  al- 
though I  could  not  think  her  capable  of  acting 
crofs  purpofes  out  of  feafon,  yet  it  came  into  my 
mind,  that  an  execflive  delicacy  might  make  her 
P  2  diiapprove 
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difapprove    our    not    obferving    more    diftance    with' 

madam  de  L in   the  firft  viiit.     Her  abfence 

and  inattention  afterwards  increafed,  even  to  the 
making  her  keep  filence,  and  fometime3  lofmg  the 
thread  of  our  difcourfe  :  I  judged  that  fhe  was  en- 
tirely fatigued  with  it  and  would  be  glad  to  retire. 
'  She  confented  to  it  in  effect  at  the  firft  propo- 
fal. 

We  did  not  find  George  at  our  return  to  his 
houfe,  and  we  received  a  note  from  him  at  fup- 
per  time,  in  which  he  excufed  himfelf  for  not 
being  able  to  bear  us  company  the  firft  day  of  our 
arrival.  He  was  detained  againft  his  will  by  the 
duke  of  ■  — ,  his  friend  and  protector.  We 
mall  be  then  more  eafy,  fays  1  to  my  fifter,  and 
in  reality  I  wifhed  to  be  fo,  to  entertain  myfelf 
freely  with  her.  I  did  not  yet  let  her  know,  that 
I  had  perceived  a  change  in  her  humour  at  madam 
de  L — — 's,  and  how  I  had  propofed  to  make  a  ftrict 
friendship  between  them,  with  the  hope  of  drawing 
from  thence  much  advantage  for  my  interefts  ; 
but  I  was  truly  afflicted,  that  appearances  had  an- 
fwered  my  intentions  fo  ill  on  the  part  of  Rofe. 
I  fupped  alone  with  her,  and  waited  till  fhe  fhould 
explain  herfelf  upon  what  might  have  difpleafed 
her  in  the  converfation  with  madam  de  L  ,  or 

at  leaft  till  fhe  made  me  fome  overture  to  quefti- 
on  her  upon  it.  She  recollected  herfelf  in  a  few 
rambling  encomiums    on    the    beauty  and    fweetnefs 

of  madam  de   L — ,  without  forgetting  the  air  of 

penfivenefs  which  fhe  had  difcovered  in  our  vifit. 
In  fine,  being  defirous  to  have  the  matter  cleared 
up,  I  demanded  of  her  precifely  what  had  caufed 
the  alteration  1  had  perceived  in  her.  She  fcru- 
pled  to  anfwer  me  upon  this  head.  I  preffed  her  : 
If  it  be    any   thing,  fays    I,    that    interefts    madam 

tie  L 1  how  can  you  refufe  to  let  me  know  it  ? 

I  have  told  you  already  that  fhe  loves  you  tender- 
ly, and  that  fhe  would  not  have  lef3  vexation  than 
I  to  find  flie  had  difpleafed  you :  She  remarked  to 
aie  your  inquietude  at  parting. 

1  ira* 
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I  importuned  her  with  other  reafons,  which  fhe 
refitted  a  long  time  ;  in  the  mean  time  1  could 
obferve  that  her  heart  was  full,  and  that  fhe  want- 
ed to  difhurthen  it.  I  complained  that  (he  failed 
in  her  confidence  in  me,  who  always  had  a  particu- 
lar affection  for  her,  and  that  fhe  alfo  always  loved 
me  with  a  kind  of  firft  or  tendereft  love.  Very 
well !  fays  fhe,  covering  her  face  with  one  hand, 
what  will  it  avail  me  to  tell  you  that  I  cannot  love 
my  lord  Linch,  and  that  I  would  rather  choofe  to 
die  than  be  obliged  to  marry  him  ?  You  love  then 
another,  interrupted  I  out  of  hand.  No,  replied 
fhe,  but  I  perceive,  that  I  cannot  be  happy  with  a 
man  whom  I  cannot  love  :  You  force  me  to  dif- 
cover  to  you  the  weaknefs  of  my  heart,  added 
fhe  fighing  :  I  cannot  fee  madam  de  L fo  con- 
tented with  her  tendernef8  and  yours,  without  be- 
ing jealous  of  a  happinefs  which  is  not  made  for 
me.  How  happy  is  fhe,  and  you  alfo  !  My  heart 
is  as  tender  as  her's,  and  I  have  no  lefs  hope  to 
find  a  little  fweetnefs  in  love :  They  think  to 
make  me  marry  a  man,  for  whom  I  have  not  the 
leail  taite  :  Mult  I  then  pafs  all  my  life  without 
loving,  lament  my  fortune,  be  weary  of  my  duty, 
envy  all  the  women  who  extol  their  tendernefs 
to  me,  and  do  a  cruel  violence  on  my  own  ?  What 
an  endlefs  torment  will  this  be  ?  And  you,  Patrick, 
who  fay  you  love  me,  and  who  has  torn  from  me  this 
coflfefTion  of  my  pains,  will  you  give  no  afliftunce 
to  my  deliverance  ? 

I  hearkened  to  her  with  extreme  aflonifliment. 
But,  dear  filler,  fays  I,  who  talks  of  forcing  you 
to  any  thing,  or  of  obliging  you  to  marry  Linch 
againlt  your  will  ?  You  mult  own  that  tiiefe  are  the 
fir  It  marks  you  have  given  of  your  repugnance.  Is 
it  not  ftrange  that  your  averfion  has  fprung  up  i'o 
lately,  or  that  you  have  concealed  it  to  long  ?  She 
afTured  me  that  fear  alone  had  tied  her  tongue,  and 
that  after  having  refuted  Mr  dc  Pcffes,  under  pretence 
that  he  was  deficient  in  birth,  flic  had  not  courage 
to  reject  a  man  of  the  confequence  of  my  lord  Linch. 
Xr  3  1  aur 
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I  anfvvcrcd,  however  it  be,  I,  who  prefer  contentment 
of  heart  to  fortune,  will  make  no  feruple  at  all  to 
promife  you,  that  you  (hall  not  marry  any  perfon 
without  your  confent,  and  I  engage  to  make  George 
embrace  the  fame  way  of  thinking.  As  I  made  an 
end  of  fpeaking,  I  heard  a  noife  in  a  clofet  adjoin- 
ing to  the  chamber  we  were  in  ;  and  the  door  of  it 
opening  with  violence,  we  were  much  furprifed  to  fee 
my  lord   Linch  come  out  of  it.      He  had  returned  to 

Paris,  during  the  time  of  our  vifit  to  madam  de  L , 

and  feeing  me  come  in  only  with  my  fifler,  he  had  a 
mind  to  have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  and  furprifing 
us.  His  curiofrty  cod  him  dear.  He  had  heard  our 
converfation  to  the  lead  word.  A  juil  dtfpair  not 
permitting  him  to  conftrain  himfclf  longer,  he  came 
and  threw  himfelf  with  a  furious  air  into  an  elbow 
chair  which  flood  oppofite  to  Rofe.  We  all  three 
remained  a  long  time  in  a  profound  filence.  In  the 
end  I  began  to  fpeak  with  fome  confufion.  My  lord, 
fays  f,  you  cannot  but  imagine,  that  we  did  not  think 
you  fo  near,  and  that  we  arc  a  little  perplexed  at  this 
fcene  :  But  fincc  by  chance  you  have  heard  what  we 
mould  have  had  fome  pain  to  declare  to  you,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  you  have  all  the  complaifance  for 
my  filler,  which  a  man  of  honour  ought  to  have 
for  her  fex,  and  that  you  will  give  her  the  liberty 
fhedelires.  He  appeared  for  fome  moments  irrefolute  ; 
but  all  of  a  fudden  addreffing  himfelf  to  her  —  No, 
madam,  fays  he,  I  fhall  not  have  that  filly  complai- 
fance which  you  expect.  You  are  mine  by  your  own 
confent,  by  the  promife  of  your  brother,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  king  himfelf.  I  will  make  the  beft 
of  fuch  juli  pretenfions,  and  will  not  be  fooled  with 
impunity.  Rofe  was  out  of  all  countenance,  and  got 
up  to  retire.  He  threw  himfelf  bluntly  in  her  way, 
proteiling  that  (lie  fhould  not  leave  the  room  till  the 
return  of  my  brother,  of  whom,  fays  he,  I  will 
expe6l  an  explanation  of  fuch  a  ridiculous  procedure. 
This  brutality  put  me  in  a  paflion.  I  told  him  in  a 
very  high  voice,  that  it  would  fufiice  if  I  gave  him 
all  the  explanation  he  defired,  and  that  I  would  begin 

by 
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by  maintaining  that  my  fitter  was  intirely  at  her  li- 
berty. Some  remains  of  difcretion  made  him  appa- 
rently calm  his  tranfport.  In  a  fofter  voice  he  afked 
me  if  I  knew  where  George  was.      I  told  him  that  he 

was    at    fupper    with    the    duke    of   ;    upon 

which  he  left  us  without  reply,  and  fet  out  to  find 
him.  ^ 

Rofe  had  a  juft  forefight  of  the  unhappy  confe- 
rences of  this  difference.  She  preffed  me  with  tears 
|o  forget  the  confidence  fhe  had  placed  in  me,  and 
to  fuffer  her  to  put  on  thofe  chains,  the  weight  of 
which  fhe  would  labour  to  conceal  to  her  grave.  I 
•confefs,  fays  fhe,  that  I  have  had  no  moderation  in 
my  complaint*. — i^ZjLiir^_mj^ e_icL  be  *h<--vTCt,rm$wj>f 
men.  Ah  !  what  .does- ft  concern  the  good  order  of 
1  the  univerfe,  whether  the  heart  of  a  woman  be  in 
quiet !  What  do  you  fay  ?  fays  I.  It  feems  oh  the 
contrary  to  me,  that  the  weaknefs  of  your  fex,  which 
obliges  you  always  to  a  dependence  on  ours,  puts  us 
under  a  neceffity  to  make  it  our  iludy  to  confult  your 
happincfs  ;  and  that,  independent  of  our  own  natural 
inclinations,  reafon  and  juftice  ought  to  influence  ua 
to  comfort  and  relieve  the  weakeft.  I  ufe  this  reafon 
only  to  let  you  fee,  that  1  do  not  fpeak  like  a  man  pre- 
judiced or  blinded  by  the  natural  affections  of  a  bro- 
ther, or  by  thofe  of  a  lover  :  For  if  one  was  to  fet  a 
value  on  your  charms,  and  the  fwcetnefs  that  your 
converfation  difFufes  on  fociety,  none  but  a  barbarian 
could  pleafe  himfelf  in  grieving  a  woman,  or  find 
fatirifaftion  in  his  heart  at  the  expence  of  yours. 
But  of  whatever  principles  my  lord  Linch  is  at  the 
bottom,  you  may  depend  upon  this,  that  your  incli- 
nations fhali  be  free,  and  that  I  (hall  one  day  fee  you 
as  happy  as  I  am.  In  reality,  loving  with  the  grcateli 
tendernefs,  and  knowing  nothing  fo  fweet  as  the 
pleafure  of  giving  one's  ielf  up  to  an  innocent  pattion, 
I  vowed  at  all  hazards  to  procure  her  a  happtdcfl, 
of  which  fhe  appeared  to  havefo  great  a  fenfe. 

Wc  were  yet  talking  upon  our  adventure,  when 
George  came  in,  and  inquired  of  the  fcrvants  with 
feme  cagcrnefs,   if  wc  were  by  ouiiclvcs.     He   came 

*  i 
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up  to  vis  immediately,  and  with  a  difhirbed  look 
defired  us  to  acquaint  him  without  difguife  what  had 
parted  in  his  abfence.  1  fatisficd  hirn.  The  rela- 
tion my  lord  Linch  had  given  him  was  exact,  feeing 
it  agreed  precifely  with  mine.  George  had  no  fcruplc 
in  embracing  that  fide  which  appeared  agreeable  to 
his  honour  and  friendfhip.  He  told  us,  there  was 
no  thinking  more  of  my  lord  Linch,  fince  he  was 
diipleafing  to  Rofe  ;  nor  had  (he  occafion  to  grieve 
herfelf  for  concealing  till  now  her  difguft,  fince  what 
was  done  could  not  be  repaired.  But  our  difficulty, 
fays  he,  is  to  difengage  ourfelves  honourably,  at  leaft 
in  the  opinion  of  the  public.  He  moreover  informed 
us,  that  Linch  having  expoftulated  with  him  in  very 
fmart  term6,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  liften 
with  patience,  and  to  defire  time  for  clearing  up  the 
matter  ;  that  he  had  promifed  to  write  to  him  the  next 
day,  and  to  lay  before  him  plainly,  what  he  had  to 
depend  upon  ;  that  knowing  him  to  be  fiery  and  pafiion- 
ate,  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  he  would  take  all 
forts  of  methods  to  revenge  himfelf,  and  that  the  wrong 
being  offered  by  us,  we  fhould  be  under  a  neceffity, 
in  order  to  keep  fair  with  the  public,  to  conduct  our- 
felves with  moderation.  Rofe  importuned  us  again 
not  to  expofe  ourfelves,  for  her  fake,  to  confequences 
which  fhe  dreaded.  But  my  brother  was  as  incapable 
as  I  to  conftrain  her  inclinations. 

He  wrote  to  Linch  the  day  following,  and  we 
joined  in  opmiou  to  give  a  civil  turn  to  our  excufes. 
We  were  fome  days  without  receiving  any  anfwer. 
Jt  was  in  this  interval  that  Mr  de  PelTes  informed  us 
of  your  departure,  with  a  thoufand  circumftances 
that  made  us  reflect  with  great  feverity  on  our  own 
conduct.  Under  the  inquietude  that  Rofe  was  al- 
ready, this  new  ftroke  made  her  fall  down  in  a 
fwoon,  and  lofe  her  fenfes.  I  was  as  much  touched 
to  the  quick  as  fhe,  and  even  George  appeared  to  be 
Jo  much  ftruck,  that  he  would  have  taken  poft  to 
follow  you,  and  to  perfuade  you  to  change  your  re- 
solution,  if  we  had   not  been  told  at  the  fame  time, 

that 


The  Dean  of  Coleraine.  ffti 

that  there  was  little  hopes  to  overtake  you,  feeing 
you  had  began  your  journey  four  days  before.  With 
what  bitternefs  did  we  not  recollect  our  own  ingrati- 
tude and  your  tendernefs,  in  all  the  couverfations  that 
I  had  with  my  fitter!  I  had,  as  well  as  flic,  a  fore- 
fight  of  the  misfortunes  that  threatened  us.     Even  the 

confolations   of  madam   de   L ,  whom  I  made  a 

confidante  of  my  grief,  did  not  reltore  tranquillity 
to  my  heart.  It  was  not  that  fhe  loft  the  abfolute 
empire  (he  had  over  my  pains  and  my  pleafures, 
(alas  !  my  love  was  never  before  fo  perfect)  but 
fhe  took  a  (hare  herfelf  in  my  fears.  I  was  tortured 
without  knowing  for  what;  and,  in  the  involuntary 
difturbance  of  my  mind,  I  thought  I  had  reafon  to 
tremble  for  all  that  was  moil  dear  to  me. 

Neverthelefs,  receiving  no  anfwer  from  Linch,  we 
began  to  think  that  he  had  chofc  to  revenge  himfelf 
by  forgetful nefs,  and  we  prepared  to  conduct  Rofe  to 
St  Germain ;  when  a  gentleman  of  Ireland,  who 
made  himfelf  known  to  us  by  his  name,  fent  us  two 
letters,  one  directed  to  my  brother,  and  the  other 
to  me.  I  opened  mine  with  fome  movements  of 
fear,  which  could  not  but  increafe  at  the  reading 
of  every  line.  Linch,  from  whom  it  came,  thanked 
me  with  a  bitter  irony  for  the  good  offices  I  had 
done  him  with  his  miftrefs,  and  informed  me,  that 
thinking  himfelf  under  an  obligation  to  do  me  fervtce 
for  fervicc,  he  had  taken  good  mcafures  to  put  a  flop 
to  my  further  happinefs  with  mine.  He  explained  to 
me  the  means  he  had  ufed,  feeing  he  had  a  heart, 
he  faid,   incapable   of  treachery.       He    had   informed 

Mr  dc  L the   evening  before  of  all   the  circum- 

ilances  of  my  intrigue  with  his  daughter;  fhe  lUie 
of  my  fortune;  that  is  to  fay,  my  poverty,  which 
made  me  with  good  reafon  wifh  for  a  marriage  Ca- 
pable to  repair  it;  the  true  title  by  which  I  had 
obtained  hifi  friendship,  in  railing  pretended  affaOins 
agaiult  him,  who  were  in  no  more  danger  than  I 
himfelf,  and  who  had  fcrved  him  very  happily 
in  procuring  me  the   honour   of  his   acquaintance  ;  in 
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fine,  he  acquainted  him  wiih  a  thoufand  things,  under 
a    turn    lb    odious    that   mult  of    necefiity    infallibly 

ruin  me  iu  the  opinion  of  Mr  de  L .     He  did 

not  doubt  at  all,  added  he,  but  that  my  wit  and 
addrefs  would  make  me  great  advantages  from  all 
thefe  articles ;  but  he  declared  in  the  mean  time 
that  he  was  forced  to  ftrike  the  blow.  The  letter 
addrefTed  to  my  brother  was  fhorter.  It  was  only  a 
plain  challenge,  wherein  the  time  and  place  of 
combat  were  appointed  :  So  that  George  had  no  need 
but  at  a  fingle  cart  of  his  eye  to  read  it  ;  and  harden- 
ing to  give  an  anfwer  before  I  had  finiihed  the  read- 
ing of  my  letter,  he  affured  the  mefienger  that 
we  would  be  exact  to  the  appointment. 

it  was  now  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  we 
were  to  meet  at  ten.  My  brother  told  me  coldly, 
that  he  was  vexed  at  this  accident,  for  that  it  tended 
to  throw  all  our  affairs  into  confufion.  See  here, 
fays  I,  which  of  us  has  mod  reafon  to  defpair  ?  I 
gave  him  my  letter  to  read  ;  and  he  confeffed  with 
an  air  of  calmnefs,  that  I  had  every  thing  to  fear  for 
the  fuccefs  of  my  amour.  In  reality  my  fituation 
was  fo  grievous,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  even  to 

fee  madam  de  L ,  to  know  from  her  at  leaft 

what  effects  the  malignity  of  my  enemy  had  pro- 
duced in  her  father  :  for  the  hour  approached,  and  we 
had  a  good  way  to  go  to  the  field  of  battle.  In  the 
mean  time  I  was  provoked  at  the  coldnefs  with 
which  George  looked  on  my  troubles.  You  do  not 
lament  me,  fays  I,  you  do  not  lament  Rofe,  who  is 
ruined  without  refource,  if  the  fortune  of  arms- 
declares  againfl  us.  He  anfwered  me,  that  on  occafi- 
ons  of  this  nature,  tendernefs  would  be  unprofit- 
able, and  that  honour  not  fuffering  us  to  come  late  to 
the  field,  we  ought  to  poftpone  all  other  thoughts 
till  after  the  decifion  of  our  quarrel.  Cruel  necef- 
lity obliged  me  to  follow  his  counfel.  We  embraced 
one  another  and  went  out.  Rofe,  who  was  yet  in  bed> 
had  not  the  leaft  knowledge  of  our  departure. 

Our  enemies  were  already  in  the  field.  They 
wets    waited    on    by  two  fervants,    who   held   their 

horfes  5 
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horfes ;  and  we  were  on  foot  without  any  atten- 
dants. But  the  intrepidity  of  George  not  making  an 
account  of  numbers,  he  accofted  them  with  his  fword 
in  hand,  without  yet  knowing  how  many  we  mould 
have  to  fight.  In  the  mean  time  my  lord  Linch 
gave  orders  to  his  fervants  to  withdraw  ;  and  feeing 
us  on  foot,  if  you  are  fortunate,  fays  he,  I  make  you 
a  prefent  of  my  horfes  to  forward  your  efcape.  This 
generous  care  diffipatcd  our  fufpicion. 

He  pointed  with  his  hand,  that  it  was  with  rae  he 
defired  to  meafure  fwords.  We  fought  fiercely,  and 
I  parried  fome  thru  (Is  made  with  fuch  fury,  that  I 
could  eafily  fee  he  aimed  them  at  my  life.  At  length 
I  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  'My  brother,  who  was 
engaged  with  the  other,  having  feen  the  colour  of 
my  blood,  obferved  no  more  meafures,  and  throwing 
himfelf  upon  his  adverfary,  gave  him  a  thruft  in  the 
ftomach,  that  brought  him  down  dead  at  his  feet.  I 
faw  that  he  ran  to  my  fuccour,  but  whether  fear  had 
enfeebled  Linch,  or  that  I  was  infpired  with  an  emula- 
tion to  conquer  without  the  help  of  a  fecond,  I 
roufed  up  my  refolution,  and  at  the  fame  moment  gave 
my  adverfary  fo  deep  a  wound  in  the  thigh,  that  being 
no  longer  able  to  (land,  he  fat  down  on  the  ground, 
and  gave  me  up  nil  fword.  I  returned  it  imme- 
diately. Shame  mnde  him  hold  down  his  eyes  for 
fome  moments  ;  but  feeing  us  call  his  fervants  to 
take  care  of  him,  he  generoufly  renewed  to  us  the 
offer  of  his  horfes,  if  we  thought  them  neceflary  for 
our  fe 

Seeing  the  necefiity  he  had  of  them  himfelf,  our 
gencrofity  would  not  give  us  leave  to  embrace  his  of- 
fer. Bcfides,  whatever  danger  we  had  to  fear  in  Paris, 
re  obliged  to  return  there  for  reafons  too  pow- 
erful to  fuffer  us  to  quit  it  fo  Toon.  We  were  return- 
ing, when  finding  himfelf  weakened  by  lofs  of  blood, 
and  beginning  to  f:ar  that  his  wound  wa3  mortal, 
he  fent  his  fervants  to  call  113  back.  The  impatience 
we  had  to  recover  Paris  did  nwt  hinder  us  returning 
from  a  good  diftance,  and  we  found  in  him,  in  reality, 
a  palencfs   and  feebknefs,  that  made   us   ba?e  a  bad 

opinion 
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opinion  of  his   life.     He   commanded   his  fervants  to 
remove  at   fome  diftance,  and  conjured  us  with  a  dy- 
ing voice,  from   the   confidence  he  placed  in  our  ho- 
nour, to  be  the  depositaries  of  a  fecret,  which  was  of 
equal  importance   to   religion   and   our  country,  and 
which   might  even   help  to  obtain    our  pardon  for  his 
death    and  that  of   Plunket  (for  fo  his    friend    was 
called)  and  might   be  fome  expiation   for  the  hatred 
and  evil  which  he  would  have  done  us.      Since  death, 
continued  he,  has  put  Plunket  and  me  in  the  condition 
of  things  patted  away,   I    mud   inform    you,  that   we 
have  been  in  poffeffion  of  an  immenfe  treafure,.  which 
has  lain  hid  for  a  long  time  in  our  houfes,  and.  which 
my  father   and   his   have  confiderably   augmented  by 
their  own  care.     The   principal  part  of  it  confiits   of 
veffels  and  r el i que 8    of  gold   and  filver,  which  before 
the  reformation   belonged  to  many  epifcopal  churches 
and  a  great   many  rich   abbeys  of  Ireland.     The  tu- 
mults of  wars,  and   the  fear    of    all    the    evils    that 
have  fince   happened,    obliged  at  that    time  a  great 
number  of    prelates  and  Catholic  lords    to  feek    for 
a- place  of  fecurity  wherein  to  depofit  fo  much  riches  ; 
and  the  fituation  of  the   demains  of  our  anceftprs  be- 
ing judged  proper  to  depofit  this  truft  in,  they  were 
removed   in    the   night    into  a  vault  hollowed  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  middle  of  a   vaft   foreft.     Though  the 
fa£t  was   known   to   a  great  number  of  people,    yet 
the   fecret    of    the   place  only    remained    in    our    two 
houfes.     In  fine,  lofing  all  hopes  of  the  re-eftablimment 
of  our  religion,  fince  the    Proteftant  branch  has  been, 
iixed  on  the  throne,  my  father  and  Plunket  had  form- 
ed a   delign    of  removing    this    treafure,  from   hence- 
forth of  no  benefit  to  Ireland,  into  the  hands  of  king 
James,  to  be  applied  to   fuch  ufes  as  fhould  be  agree- 
able   to    his    piety   and  wifdom.     Their   zeal    at   the. 
fame  time   induced   them   to   levy  great  fums  of  mo- 
ney   among   the    Catholics   of    the    country,    which 
were  defigned  for  the  fupport  of  the  court,  and  which 
are  lodged    in  the  fame  vault.     They  prepared  them- 
felves  to  take  a  journey  to  St  Germain,   to  receive  the 
king's   orders  upon.  the.   means   of  tranfporting   intQ. 

France. 
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France  this  raafs  of  wealth,  when  the  death  of  my 
father  put  a  flop  to  the  project.  To  this  minute  the 
fecret,  and  the  duty  of  executing  the  truft,  is  lodged 
in  our  breafts,  and  it  was  with  thefe  views  that  I  came 
here  with  Plunkct  fomc  months  pad.  The  king  is 
informed  of  the  motive  of  our  journey,  and  waits 
only  for  favourable  circumltances  to  make  ufe  of  our 
offer  ;  but  he  is  ignorant  in  what  place  the  treafure  is 
concealed.  Here  are  the  tokens,  added  Linch,  tak- 
ing a  memorandum  out  of  his  pocket,  take  it  ;  Plun- 
ket  has  a  duplicate  of  it.  We  took  this  precaution 
to  fecure  us  againft  all  manner  of  accidents.  Make 
fuch  ufe  of  it  as  you  think  proper  for  your  fafety, 
your  fortune,  and  your  honour.  His  ftrength  failed 
him  after  fo  long  a  relation,  and  he  made  us  only  a 
fjgn  to  take  the  duplicate  of  the  memorandum  out 
of  Plunket's  pocket  ;  then  having  protefled  to  us  in  a 
few  words,  tbtu  he  forgave  us  his  death,  he  left  us 
at  liberty  to  retire.  We  could  not  refufe  to  give  him 
fome  marks  of  our  regret  and  acknowledgment : 
But  our  own  affairs  demanding  all  our  attention,  we 
left  htm  in  the  hands  of  his  fenwntl,  to  return  in  fpeed 
to  Paris. 

Though  we  were  ftrangcrs  in  France,  yet  we  were 
not  ignorant  of  the  inflexible  rigour  of  juftice  there 
againil  duels,  and  we  conceived  that  the  moll  fafe 
courfe  we  hud  to  take  was  to  ihink  immediately  of 
getting  into  fome  private  place  for  fhelu. .  Never- 
thelefs,  two  intereils  fo  urgent  as  thofe  of  friendship 
and  love  claimed  a  preference  to  our  own.  Rofe, 
who  had  no  knowledge  of  our   misfortune,  could  not 

andoned  to  berfclf  without  fuccour,  and  with- 
out advice  ;  and  I  would  a  thouLnd  timeb  have  ex- 
pofed   my  life   rather    than    be   long    ignorant   how  I 

iiood    in    the  heart   of  madjm   de  L and    in  the 

thoughts   of   her   father.      As   there   was  but    fmall 

mce,  that   the    noife  of  our   duel   fliould  be  of 

■    fudden    p  ,     we    flattered   ouifelves    that    we 

'  have  time  enough  to  fatisfy  thefe  two  cares. 
My  brother    undertook   to    return    to   his    own  houfe,. 

while  I :  flu,  MrdcJ^ 'e,     lie  propel 

regulate 
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egulate  matters  with  Rofe,  in  what  manner  me  mould 
conduct  hcrfelf,  and  to  take  a  part  of  our  money, 
which   he   had   brought   from    Saifons  to  Pari?.     He 

then  was  to  go  to  the  duke  of  ,  where  I  pro- 

mifed  to  rejoin  him,  and  where  we  were  to  form  other 
refolutions. 

We  did  not  part  without  embracing  tenderly,'  and 
recommending  to  each  other  not  to  lofe  the  fight  of 
danger,  and  to  turn  every  moment  to  account.  My 
brother  hitherto  affedled  a  refolute  and  unfhaken  air, 
and  I  laboured  to  imitate  him  :  But  I  gave  the  lye 
to  thefe  refolutions  by  the  trouble  of  my  heart, 
which  communicated  itfelf  even  to  my  looks  and 
the  found  of  my  voice.  Befides  the  horror  of  a 
bloody  duel,  which  I  had  juft  come  from,  I  trembled  at 
what  I  had  at  that  inftant  to  fear  in  the  place  to  which 
I  was  going  ;  and  all  my  loffes  appeared  before  my 
eyes,  before  I  knew  what  they  were.  George,  who 
perceived  it,  exhorted  me  to  better  hopes,  and  made 
me  promife,  that  let  thiags  turn  out  how  they  would, 
I  would  not  fail  to  rejoin  him.  But  he  did  not  fore- 
fee  either  my  misfortune  or  his  own. 

I  came  to  the   door  of  Mr  de  L ,  which  I 

found  fhut,  as  the  windows  were  alfo,  with  all  the 
appearances  of  a  deferted  houfe.  I  knocked  fear- 
fully ;  and  when  it  was  opened,  I  faw  a  man  appear, 
to  whofe  countenance  I  was  an  utter  ftranger.  I 
took  him  for  a  new  domeftic.  After  aiking  me  my 
name,  he  mewed  me  into  the  porch  which  gave  an 
entry  to  the  corridor  that  led  to  the  cellar.  I  there 
found  four  men,  whom  I  knew  no  more  than  the 
firft,  and  who  feized  me  by  the  arms,  although 
without  ufmg  any  violence.  They  took  away  my 
fword,  and  having  led  me  to  the  end  of  the  gallery, 
they  let  my  arms  loofe,  entreating  me  civilly  to  go 
down  with  them.  I  afked  them  what  I  ought  to  think 
of  this  reception,  and  what  their  dtfign  was.  They 
exhorted  me  to  fear  nothing. 

We  went  down  to  the  fame  cellar  where  I  was  be- 
fore. It  wa3  not  long  before  I  faw  Mr  de  L — — 
enter,  followed  by  his  daughter  and  madam  Gerald. 

I  began 
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I  began  to  fpeak  to  her  a  few  words,  which  he  in- 
terrupted, recommending  to  me  to  keep  filence  a 
moment.      He   had  fome   flambeaux  lighted,  but  not 

a  great   many.       Mr  de    L made   me    come 

near  a  table,  about  which  all  the  fpe&ators  were 
ranged  in  order.  He  placed  his  daughter  oppofite 
to  me,  and  drawing  his  fword  out  of  the  fcabbard,* 
he  pointed  it  all  of  a  fudden  at  my  bread.  Fear  and 
tendernefs  made  his  daughter  throw  out  a  piercing 
cry.  He  in  a  fevere  tone  commanded  her  to  be  fi- 
lent  ;  and  addrefiing  himfelf  to  me,  you  made  your 
jell  of  frightening  me,  fays  he,  in  a  fierce  tone,  it  is 
but  juft  that  I  mould  have  the  fame  pleafure  in  my 
turn  :  But  although  I  have  no  defign  of  taking  away 
your  life,  if  you  obey  me,  yet  you  may  reckon  your- 
felf  among  the  number  of  the  dead,  who  reft  in  this 
cellar,  if  you  make  the  leall  difficulty  of  fatisfying 
my  defires.  Then  explaining  to  me  his  will,  you 
have  deceived  me,  continued  he,  you  have  feduced 
the  mind  of  my  daughter,  you  have  exacted  from  her 
oaths  of  love  and  fidelity  to  you  ;  which  me  ob- 
jr-fls  in  juiHfication  of  her  refufal  to  obey  me  :  I 
expeft  that  you  on  the  fpot  difengage  her  from  all  her 
promifes,  and  renounce  all  forts  of  rights  that  you 
pretend  to  her  :  If  you  a  moment  helitate  in  doing 
this,  you  are  a  dead  man. 

I  turned  towards  madam  de  L. my  eyts,  to 

read  the  motions  of  her  heart  in  her's.  Her  pale- 
ncfi>  and  tears,  which  the  darknefs  had  at  firfi  hin- 
dered me  from  perceiving,  gave  me  fufficiently  to  know 
that  f.ic  had  been  prepared  for  this  feene  by  perfect!* 
1  which  her  love  for  me  had  made  her  refifK 
Was  my  whole  life  fufficient  to  repay  thofe  precioui 
marks  of  love  and  conllancy  ?  I  had  felt  pcihaps 
fear  at  the  firft  motion  of  the  fword  ;•  but  not 
lillcning  more  to  any  thing  than  a  lovi  capable  of 
making  me  dare  death  and  torments,  I  anfwercd 
with    a    courage    and    fteadinefs,     to    •which    Mr    de 

L gave    no  attention,    that  he  vraa  the  mafter   of 

my  hl.  I    law   myfelf  without    defence  ; 

with   the   pofleffijon  of  a  heart   which  lie  would  force* 

me 
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me  to  renounce,  death  had  nothing  in  it  terrible  to 
me,  but  which  I  would  go  in  fearch  of  willingly,  mould 
I  have  the  misfortune  to  lofe  the  only  happinefs  that 
Could  make  me  wifh  to  live  ;  fo  that  in  one  or  the  other 
chance  his  vengeance  would  be  fruftrated,  if  it  gave 
him  room  to  hope  any  thing  from  his  menaces  ;  but 
if  he  would  hearken  to  reafon,  he  would  treat  me  per- 
haps with  more  humanity  :  That  my  birth  and  the 
honour  of  my  views  did  not  in  the  leait  merit  his 
hatred  or  contempt.  He  interrupted  me  by 

fwcaring  a- new,  that  he  was  going  to  drive  his  fword 
into  my  heart  ;  and  I  did  not  know  to  what  mifchief 
the  violence  of  his  temper  had  carried  him,  if  his 
daughter,  from  whom  the  fright  had  already  taken 
her  voice  and  ftrength,  had  not  all  at  once  fallen 
down  into  a  fwoon  void  of  all  fenfes.  He  loved  her. 
This  fight  gave  another  turn  to  his  mind.  He  haften- 
ed  to  go  and  fuccour  her.  It  is  probable  I  might  have 
had  the  power  to  efcape  in  the  diforder,  which  con- 
tinued fome  minutes,  but  I  rejected  a  thought  fo 
mean.     Upon  the  whole,  during  the  danger  to  which 

every -body  thought  the  life  of  madam  de  L * 

expofed,  I  would  immediately  have  flown  to  refcue 
her  from  it,  without  thinking  of  my  own,  if  her 
father  had  not  had  the  barbarity  to  pulh  me  back  as 
foon  as  he  faw  me  approach  her. 

Madam  Gerald  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  of 
this  interval  to  tell  me  in  Irifh,  that  (he  was  furprifed 
to  fee  me  facrifice  my  life,  and  put  that  of  madam 

de  L- in  danger,  for  a  filly  chimera  of  the  Lu- 

theranjprinciples,  which  no  way  concerned  my  honour 
or  love  ;  that  being  fure  of  being  beloved,  I  rifqued 
nothing  in  renouncing  thofe  rights,  which  all  the 
world  could  not  make  me  lofe,  and  of  which  my 
miftrefs  was  as  jealous  as  I_:   In  fine,  me  left  it  to  me 

to  confider  how  madam  de  L could  b?  lefs  mine 

by  this  excufe,  and  to  reflect  on  what  me  fuffered  the 
whole  night  in  preferring  herfelf  for  me  ;  and  fhe 
warned  me  ferioufly,  that  the  only  means  of  ftilling 
the  tempeft,  was  to  give  way  to  the  pafiion  of  Mr  de 
L .  In  reality,  he  no  fooner  faw  his  daughter- 
out. 
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oat  of  danger,  than  he  took  up  his  fword  again  with 
the  fame  fury.  It  is  you,  cried  he,  that  caufes  me 
fuch  pains  as  I  never  felt  before;  but  if  you  will  ftill 
continue  obftinate,  I  will  pierce  your  heart  this  mo- 
moment.  He  ftretched  out  his  arm,  andlooked  on  me 
with  an  air  that  confirmed  his  menace.  His  daugh- 
ter, ready  to  fall  again  into  a  fainting  fit,  out  of  which 
flic  had  juil  recovered,  fpoke  to  me  in  a  feeble  and 
trembling-  voice,  Eh  !  Mr  have  you  no  thought 
at  all  of  your  Jife  !  I  own  my  perturbation  was  ex- 
treme. I  would  willingly  have  followed  the  advice 
of  madam   Gerald,    were  it   only  to  deliver  madam  de 

L from    the  mortal    fituation    in    which    I  faw 

her  ;  but  my  heart  and  my  tongue  equally  refufed 
to  make  a  declaration,  which  feemed  to  me  to  be 
difhonourablc,  becaufe  it  was  forced.  I  was  indeed 
convinced  of  the  conftancy  of  my  miftrefs,  but  it  was 
my  own  delicacy  I  had  to  conquer,  without  making 
any  account  that  what  was  wrung  from  me  with  fuch  a 
frightful  violence,  could  not  appear  of  fo  little  im- 
portance as  madam  Gerald  would  perfuade  me.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  1  could  not  at  all  refill  the  four  words  which 
I  had  heard  ;  I  looked  upon  them  as  a  command,  to 
which  all  my  difficulties  were  to  give  way.  You  have 
prevailed,  fays  I  to  her  father,  I  confent  to  all  that 
you  require.  He  was  not  at  all  contented  with  a  de- 
claration fo  uncertain.  He  made  me  repeat  after  him 
the  fame  cxpreffions  which  he  had  already  ufed  ;  and 
he  obliged  me  to  confirm  them  by  an  oath.  Then 
turning  to  his  daughter,  you  are  freed,  fayfl  he,  from 
your  engagements,  I  take  all  the  aflembly  to  witnefa 
it.  As  to  what  remains,  proceeds  he,  addrcfling  him- 
felf  to  me,  if  you  think  to  betray  me  in  order  to  re- 
yourfelf,  I  declare  to  you,  that  having  always 
paid  obedience  to  the  king's  arrcils,  and  having  never 
yet  joined  in  any  other  aft  of  religion  than  burying 
lomc  dead,  I  little  fear  your  rcfeutment.  I  content- 
el  myfelf  with  anfwering,  that  he  wn«:  badly;  acquaint- 
ed with  my  principles.  The  fame  pcrfona  who  had 
bt  me  in,  defned  me  immediately  to  retire.  I 
had  fcarcc  the  time  to  txprcfb  to  madam  de  L  —  — 

by 
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by  a  few  tender  looks,  that  the  fidelity  which  (he 
had  obliged  me  to  violate  outwardly  had  taken  fanc- 
tuary  in  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  from  whence  it 
mould  never  efcape.  I  was  conducted  to  the  gate, 
where  they  delivered  me  my  fword,  and  gave  me  li- 
berty to  go  away. 

Although  nothing  could  equal  "my  confternation 
after  fo  melancholy  an  adventure,  yet  I  carried  away 
with  me  at  leait  the  comfort  of  believing  that  my 
miilrefs  was  faithful,  and  the  hopes  of  feeing  her 
again  fpeedily,  maugre  all  obflacles  ;  for  madam  Ge- 
rald had  found  means  of  making  me  fnch  a  promife 
fecrecly.  Moreover,  the  more  I  reflected  on  the  whim- 
ileal  renunciation  which  had  been  extorted  from  me, 
the  lefs  I  found  in  it  any  fubje£l  worthy  of  giving  me 
vexation.  According  to  any  fenfe  that  Mr  de  L -■-  ■ 
could  put  upon  them,  and  even  according  to  the 
ftritleft  idea  that  I  could  form  to  myfclf  of  his  views, 
it  was  certain  that  my  oath  did  not  bind  me  to  any 
thing  for  the  future  ;  and  that  in  giving  up  to  his 
daughter  thofe  rights  which  I  had  in  her  heart,  I 
was  not  at  all  deprived  of  thofe  which  me  mould  be- 
gin anew  to  grant  me  by  the  conftancy  of  her  love. 
At  the  fivit  inftant,  fays  I,  that  J  ihall  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  feeing  her  again,  I  mall  obtain  from  her  a 
thoufand  new  teftimonies  of  her  tendernefs  and  fi- 
delity. We  mail  lay  up  our  chains  :  we  (hall  then 
form  new  ones,  if  we  could  flatter  ourfelves  to  have 
broke  the  firft  ;  and  we  mall  have  for  our  laft  refort, 
as  we  had  always  propofed,  the  expectancy  of  the 
death  of  her  father,  or  of  that  age  which  would  make 
the  daughter  miitrefs  of  herfclf. 

It  was  heaven  that  thus  turned  my  reflections  on 
the  moil  favourable  fide.  Its  goodnefs  fufpended^the 
black  preconceptions  that  had  diflurbed  me  for  many 
days,  to  leave  me  the  liberty  of  thought,  which  I 
found  neceffary  iu  the  greateft  of  all  our  misfortunes. 
I    had  promifed  my  brother  to    rejoin   him    at    the 

duke  of ' -'s,    whofe  hotel  we   hoped  would  ferve 

us  at  all  times  for  a  fanctuary.  It  was  near  two 
boon    fince  we   parted,    and  I  had  no  doubt  but   he 

was- 
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was  already  there.  Neverthelefs,  as  thefe  laft  ideas, 
with  which  I  was  filled,  made  me  almoft  forget  the 
peril,  I  could  not  paf*  the  ftreet  where  his  houfe 
itood  without  having  a  defire  to  go  into  it.  I  mould 
have  gone  directly  in  without  any  expectation  of 
finding  him  there,  if  I  had  not  met  Mr  de  Peffes, 
who  taking  me  by  the  arm,  recovered  me  out  of  thi*3 
thouglulefs  reverie.  Heaven  !  fays  he,  where  are 
you  going?  how  happy  am  I  in  having  perceived  you! 
and  without  giving  me  time  to  anfwer,  he  hurrie  1  me 
into  a  hackney  coach,  which  he  had  already  in  wait- 
ing, and  drove  off  inftantly.  How  happy  am  I  !  re- 
peated he  again,  embracing  mc.  1  judged  that  you 
might  appear  again  in  this  ftreet,  and  1  have  been 
half  an  hour  waiting  for  you. 

The  confidence  I  had  in  his  friendfhip  would  have 
made  me  difcover  to  him  our  troubles,  if  he  had  not 
been  before  informed  of  them  ;  but  his  difcourfe 
having  made  me  fee  that  he  already  knew  them,  I 
afked  him  in  hafle,  if  he  had  feen  my  brother  Alas! 
no,  anfvvered  he.  But  bsfore  you  demand  any  expla- 
nations, fuffer  me  to  carry  you  to  a  place,  where  you 
may  hear  them  without  danger.  This  anfwer,  and 
his  refufal  to  carry  me  to  the  duke's  hotel,  gave  me 
an  injight  into  our  misfortune.  He  could  not  how- 
ever difown  but  my  brother  was  in  cuitody.  Fra- 
ternal tendernefs  made  me  call  out  a  doleful  cry, 
which  it  was  impoflible  to  reftrain  I  would  have 
gone  to  his  aid,  without  fo  much  as  knowing  to 
what  place  I  mould  go,  or  on  what  fiJe  I  mould 
turn.  Mr  de  Peffes  had  a  great  difficulty  to  flop  me. 
-,  having  made  me  underfland,  that  violent  re- 
i  were  now  fruideff,  he  informed  me,  that  George, 
being  impeached  in  all  appearance  by  the  fervants  of 
my  lord  Linch,  was  furprifed  in  his  houfe,  where  he 
It  id  the  imprudence  to  continue  an  hour,  and  wns 
carried  to  the  B.i'.iilc.  In  going  away,  he  had  obtain- 
ed the  liberty  to  advertife  the  duke  of  of  hit 

•une.      This   lord,    who  knew  where  his  houfe 

immediately  went  to  it,    to  offer  his  firll  fervicea 

to    Rofc ;  but  his    vifit  and  pronofals    had    without 

doubt 
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doubt  difpleafed  my  fifter,  fince  notwithftanding  the 
reafonp  which  might  take  away  any  defire  of  addrefs- 
ing  herfelf  to  Mr  de  PefTes,  fhe  chofe  by  a  letter  to 
lay  open  her  filuation  to  him,  who  was  in  a  manner 
the  only  acquaintance  fhe  had  in  Paris.  Mr  de  Pef- 
fes,  in  giving  me  this  relation,  could  not  conceal  hi> 
joy.  It  was  my  good  fortune,  fays  he,  which  made 
her  think  of  me.  I  flew  to  her  j  and  found  there  the 
duke,  though  but  little  fatisfied,  fince  after  fome  cold 
thanks  whicli  fhe  gave  him  on  my  arrival,  me  deter- 
mined to  withdraw. 

They  having  already  put  the  king's  feal  on  every 
thing  that  belonged  to  you,  and  four  guards  being 
planted  in  the  houfe,  I  immediately  propofed  to  your 
beautiful  fifter,  continued  de  PefTes,  to  permit  me  to 
conduct  her  to  the  houfe  of  a  lady  who  was  my 
friend,  where  fhe  mould  be  received  with  all  manner 
of  care  and  refpect  ;  but  her  pleafure  was,  that  I 
fhould  immediately  look  out  for  you  ;  and  fearing  left 
you  fhould  return  to  the  houfe  where  the  guards 
were  placed,  perhaps  with  the  intention  of  waiting  for 
you,  I  thought  it  bed  to  watch  with  a  coach  at  the 
end  of  the  flreet. 

I  thanked  him  for  his  zeal,  and  thinking  that  every 
moment  I  paffed  in  afflicting  myfelf  would  be  a  I013 
to  our  interefls,  I  drove  from  me  every  thing  that 
might  take  up  my  attention  from  what  I  owed  to  a 
perplexity  fo  urgent.  On  our  arrival  at  the  place 
which  Mr  de  PefTes  had  chofe  for  my  fan&uary,  I  fent 
him  for  my  fifter.  He  gave  her  great  comfort,  in 
acquainting  her  that  I  was  in  fafety;  but  he  could  not 
perfuade  her  to  accept  of  any  other  retreat  than  a 
convent.  Far  from  condemning  this  refolution,  I 
looked  upon  it  as  the  only  choice  agreeable  to  her 
honour,  efpecially  when  (being  apprifed  that  the  duke 
had  offered  her  a  houfe,  an  equipage,  and  great  ap- 
pointments) I  confidered  to  what  perils  her  prudence 
would  be  expofed  in  any  other  place  than  a  cloifler* 
Mr  de  PefTes  conducted  her  to  an  Englifh  nunnery, 
where  he  had  the  generofity  to  pay  before-hand  a 
fhare  of  her  penfion.     From  thence  he  went  to  the 

Baltile, 
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Baftile,  but  could  not  obtain  leave  to  fee  my  brother  ; 
neverthclefs,  he  did  not  lofe  all  hopes  of  it,  as  foon  as 
he  could  get  an  order  from  court.  He  returned  to 
me  in  the  evening  with  thefe  accounts.  I  conjured 
him  to  add  full  meafure  to  his  kindnefTcs,  by  going 
to  St  Germain  without  a  moment's  lofs  of  time  ; 
for  I  thought  it  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  pre- 
poffefs  all  the  friends  we  had  in  our  favour,  by  a  fin- 
cere  relation  of  the  adventure.  I  wrote  myfelf  to 
Mr  de  Sercine,  to  engage  him  in  doing  us  his  cjood 
"offices  with  the  king  ;  and  I  recommended  to  Mr  de 
PtfTes,  to  affure  him  of  the  reafons  we  had  to  rely  up* 
on  the  protection  of  that  prince. 

I  remained  a  prey  to  my  fears  until  his  return  ; 
which  he  did  not  do  till  the  following  evening.  His 
tranquillity  appeared  to  carry  a  good  omen.  In  re- 
ality I  received  from  his  relation  all  the  confolation 
of  which  I  was  capable  amidft  fo  many  inquietudes. 
He  had  feen  not  only  Mr  de  Sercine  and  all  our  friends, 
but  the  king  himfdf,  whom  the  circumltances  of  our 
misfortune  had  infpired  rather  with  companion  than 
anger  ;  and,  what  made  me  take  up  yet  more  hopes, 
he  afTured  me,  that  my  lord  Linch  though  extremely 
weak  with  the  lofs  of  blood,  was  not  in  any  danger. 
Notwithstanding  the  death  of  Plunket,  I  did  not  at 
all  doubt,  that  having  been  forced  to  fight,  and  having 
defended  ourfelves  with  honour,  king  James  would 
have  eafily  granted  us  his  pardon,  if  we  had  been  in 
England;  but  being  in  France,  the  rights  of  protecti- 
on we  had  acquired  there  fubjc&cd  us  to  the  laws  of 
the  country,  and  that  it  was  at  the  court  of  Verfaillea 
we  had  need  of  prote&ion  :  Neverthelcfs  I  imagined, 
that  if  that  of  St  Germain  was  gracious  to  us,  we 
mould  find  more  favour  at  the  court  of  France  with  a 
recommendation  fo  powerful.  It  was  with  thi9  view 
that  I  thought  proper  to  begin  my  folicitationa  on 
that  fide.     To  neglect  nothing,  I  prayed  Mr  de  IVilla 

to  wait  on  the  duke  of  ,  who  I   did  not  think 

would  be  fo  cooled  by  the  repulfe  of  my  litter,  as  to 
refufe  employing  his  intcrefts  for  us.  He  went  about 
it  immediately,  and  the  aflurancci  of  zeal  and  friend* 

/hip, 
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fhip,  which  he  received,  fcrved  to  render  my  mind  more 
eafy.  We  agreed  to  write  to  my  brother,  to  relieve 
him  from  any  inquietude,  by  informing  him  that  our 
affairs  had  already  taken  a  happy  turn.  Mr  dc  Peffes 
undertook  this  trouble,  in  regard  the  fight  of  my  hand- 
writing might  have  expofed  me  to  fome  new  peril. 

This  interval  of  hope  was  a  further  favour  of  God, 
who  would  not  that  his  trials  mould  furpafs  my 
Strength,  and  who  was  pleafed  favourably  to  afford 
me  fome  moments  of  repofe,  after  the  moil  violent 
agitations.  If  I  waited  every  minute  the  return  of 
Mr  de  PefTes,  I  had  a  thoufand  other  reafons  for 
my  impatience  to   know  the   fuccefs  of  his  journey. 

The  condition  in  which   I  left  madam  de  L , 

my  longing  to  fee  her  again,  my  defire  of  being 
informed  of  what  madam  Gerald  promifed  to  explain 
to  me,  were  fo  many  fubjects  of  reftlefsnefs,  that  had 
made  me  ponder  more  than  once,  if  I  fhould  not 
venture  out  of  my  retreat,  in  contempt  of  danger, 
to  fatisfy  my  curiofity  and  my  love  :  in  fine,  as  I  had 
propofed  to  charge  de  PefTes  with  this  commifiion,  I 
had  no  fooner  ended  that  part  that  related  to  my  bro- 
ther, than  I  confided  to  him  the  other  embarrafments 
of  my  heart.  There  was  nothiug  to  do  but  immedi- 
ately to  fee  madam  Gerald,  to  inform  her  of  my 
circumftances,  and  to  know  of  her  if  I  might  be  ad- 
mitted to    the  converfation  of   madam  de  L. 

at  home,  or  in  any  other  place.  Nothing  being  a 
difficulty  to  the  zeal  of  de  Peffes,  he  promifed  to 
fatisfy  me  with  diligence,  and  I  faw  him  indeed  re- 
turn fooner  than  I  expected.  But  inftead  of  having 
feen  madam  Gerald,  he  brought  me  only  a  letter 
from    her,  which   informed  me  in  four  lines,   that  fhe 

had  departed  the  fame  day,  with  madam  de  L — , 

being  committed  to  the  conduct  of  two  men,  and  that 
not  having  time  to  explain  herfelf  further,  fhe  pro- 
mifed to  write  to  me  from  the  firft  place  fhe  fhould 
have  the  liberty  to  ftop  at.  $he  added  at  the 
clofe  of  her  letter,  that  fhe  was  miftaktn  if  they 
would  not  convey  her  to  Germany;  but  that  Hi  what- 
ever place  they  forced  her  to  live,   fhe  promifed   to 

write 
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write  to  mc,  and  madam  de  L to  love  mi  with  a 

conftancy  which  fhe  propofed  as  a  pattern  to  mine. 

Alas!  my  dear  brother,  your  piety  makes  you  too 
unconcerned,  and  your  mind  is  too  much  fuperior  to 
the  weaknefs  of  love,  to  enable  you  to  conceive  all 
that  was  cruel  and  intolerable  for  me  in  this  news. 
You  fee  in  it  her  departure,  her  journey,  even  the 
tokens  of  remembrance  and  fidelity,  and  you 
would  afk  me  what  reafons  I  have  to  deliver  myfelf 
up  to  the  laft  defpair.  But  you  do  not  know,  that 
the  fovereign  good  of  a  lover  is  the  prefence  of  the 
perfon  beloved:  You  are  ignorant,  that  there  can  be 
no  ftate  of  repofe  for  a  heart  without  the  object 
in  which  it  lives  and  breathes;  that  without  the 
pleafure  at  leaft  of  feeing,  wiihcut  a  comfort  fo 
neceffary,  life  is  a  languor,  a  lafiittide,  a  poifon, 
an  impatience,  a ah  i  you  do  not  know  the  de- 
lights nor  the  torments  of  love.  And  then  can 
I  have  no  reafon  to  apprehend  why  mada*n  Gerald 
flattered  me  with  a  vain  hope  ?  Cannot  I  forefee,  that 
the  fame  rigour  which  forced  them  away  againit  their 
hopes,  would  employ  all  arts  to  binder  them  from 
writing  to  me,  or  me  from  receiving  their  letters  ; 
that  I  mould  never  be  able  to  difcover  the  place  of 
their  abode,  and  that  confequently  I  mould  be  aban- 
doned, betrayed,  loft  without  reiource  and  without 
confolation. 

I  faw  in  one  inftant  the  full  extent  of  my  mif- 
fortune.  In  vain  did  I  demand  of  de  Peffes  thofe  ec- 
clairciffements,  which  I  could  not  receive  from  him,  nor 
from  the  fervant  who  had  put  the  letter  into  his 
hands.  All  the  family  of  Mr  de  L— —  was  in 
my  intcreit  ;  but  this  reafon  that  had  made  him  take 
care  to  difperfe  his  people  in  the  evening,  to  forward 
the  defign  he  had  executed  in  the  cellar,  had  fur- 
ther obliged  him  to  conceal  his  daughter's  journey 
till  the  moment  of  her  departure.  Madam  Gerald 
had  with  difficulty  found  time  to  write  me  two  words : 
fhe  had  trolled  her  letter  to  a  boy,  whofc  iddrefl 
and  fidelity  flic  knew,  and  who  had  the  confidera- 
tion  to  wait  continually  at  the  <jatc  to   give  it   to  me, 

or 
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or  to  thofe  who  mould  come  for  it.  in  my  name.  I 
faw  him  the  night  following,  but  could  not  get  from 
him  any  further  information.  Near  four  months  have 
iince  elapfed,  and  though  all  my  pains  and  the  eager- 
ncfs  of  Mr  de  PefTes  could  not  afford  me  a  fafe  op- 
portunity of  ftepping  out  of  fuch  a  fatal  obfcurity, 
yet  they  will  give  you  room  to  find  a  fortune  worthy 
of  your  mod  tender  compafiion,  if  yon  can  conceive 
any  idea  of  my  troubles. 

I  mail  not  needlefsly  enlarge  on  all  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  our  contefts  in  the  courts  of  juftice;  the  firft 
effeft  of  the  credit  of  our  protectors  was  to  obtain 
a  fufpcnfion  of  the  proceedings,  which  had  been 
ftrenuoufly  commenced  the  firil  day.  My  lord  Linch 
was  happily  recovered.  George,  whom  Mr  de  PefTes 
had  at  length  obtained  the  liberty  of  feeing  in  prifon, 
thought  we  were  obliged  in  honour  to  fend  him 
back  the  two  memoramdums  with  which  he  had  in- 
truded us.  He  was  fo  touched  with  this  voluntary 
generofity,  that  he  became  one  of  our  moil  ardent 
defenders  ;  notwithstanding  love  had  the  greateft 
(hare  in  his  zeal.  Scarce  had  he  recovered  from  the 
firft  heat  of  his  refentment,  than  finding  himfelf 
fnorc  paffionately  in  love  than  ever,  he  fent  to  my 
fifter  mod  fubmiffive  apologies  for  the  excels  to 
which  he  had  bees*  tranfportcd,  and  an  offer  with- 
out limitation  of  his  intereft  and  fervices.  However, 
he  had  not  dared  to  wait  on  her  as  foon  as  his  health 
was  re-eftablifhed  ;  but  taking  occafion  from  the  re- 
turning of  the  two  memorandums  to  praife  highly 
our  proceedings,  and  to  own  himfelf  obliged  to 
ferve  us  at  all  rates,  he  fancied  that  after  this  pro- 
feflion  of  his  efteem  and  friendship,  fhe  might  con- 
fent  to  receive  a  vifit  from  him.  His  hope  was 
often  fruftrated,  until  having  chofe  to  write  to  her, 
and  to  give  her  an  account  of  what  effectual  fer- 
vice  he  had  done  for  us,  he  at  length  obtained  the 
liberty  of  converfing  with  her.  Rofe  trembled  for 
us,  and  expected  every  moment  to  fee  the  head  of 
George  upon  a  fcaffold.  This  thought,  which  ftifled 
all  others,  made  her  offer  violence   to   her  heart,  ia 

promifing 
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promifing  Lincb,  that  if  he  fucceeded  in  faving  our* 
lives  and  obtaining  our  liberty,  her  hand  fhould  be 
the  recompence  of  fo  great  a  fervice.  A  motive  fo 
capable  of  animating  a  lover  did  not  fuller  him  to 
he  (hate  long.  He  laviihed  away  his  wealth  to  gain 
the  judges,  and  employed  himfelf  day  and  night  to 
raifc  up  to  us  protectors  with  all  the  zeal  of  love. 

Neverthe'kfs,  our  ill  fortune  rendered  all  thofc 
pains  unprofitable.  The  foiicitations  of  the  two 
courts,  and  a  journey  made  by  the  king  himfelf  to 
Verfailles,  could  not  fhake  the  regards  which  the  king 
cf  France  thought  he  owed  to  his  oaths.  He  was 
fortified  by  an  inviolable  law,  which  he  had  impofed 
on  himfelf,  and  which  no  confideration  had  yet  made 
him  violate.  The  only  mercy  which  he  granted  at 
fuch  powerful  intercefhons  was,  to  fuffer  our  procefs 
to  remain  fufpended,  and  that  my  brother  mould  wear 
out  his  life  in  the  Baftile.  I  fhould  have  had  without 
doubt  the  fame  lot,  if  I  had  been  arretted ;  but 
thinking  myfelf  fo  much  the  more  fafe  by  this  kind 
of  indulgence,  as  Plunket  had  not  left  any  friends  to 
folicit  vengeance  for  his  death,  I  made  no  difficulty 
of  returning  to  Paris  under  a  difguifed  name,  and  of 
vifiting  my  unhappy  brother  in  his  prifon. 

I    very  often    faw   my  lifter  ;   which  after  fo   many 

inquietudes   and  alarms   made  me  forget  one  part  of 

my  troubles.      Alas,  this  dear  Rofe  !    I  never  left  her 

without  being  bathed  with  jier  tears.      She  reproached 

If   with   being  the  cauie  of  all   our  misfortune?, 

that   it  was  to    pnnifh   herfclf,    (lie  faid,   that    (he 

had  promifed  her  hand  to  my  lord  Linch.      I  flattered 

heart,   by    reprefenting   to   her   that   her   promiic 

cd   her   to   nothing,    fince  we  did    not    obtain  the 

which    flic   was   made   to  depend    upon  ;   and   if 

acknowledgment*  could  engage  hei  to  awy  thing, 

I  fpoke  to  her  of  de  Pcifes,  who  well  m.-rited  to  eoun- 
ife  his  rival,   by  the  ardour  and   difintetefl 

She  wai  fenlible  of  what  1  faid  ;  for 
the  1  compound  of  generofit] 

-  ii'is  :     Lut     1    faw     plainly   that     love  did     DOC 

fpe.ik  either  in  favour  of  de  PtiTci  or  Lioth,    i  found  a 

Vol.  I.  G  fwect* 
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fweetnefs  alfo  in  making  her  often  fall  on  the  dif- 
COuffe  of  my  own  torments.  I  afked  her,  if  fhe 
was  yet  jealous  of  an  unfortunate  and  unprofitable 
tendcrnefs,    which   filled    my  heart    with     bitternefs, 

and  which  yet  could  not  make  madam  de  L more 

happy,  in  cafe  her  love  was  as  faithful  as  mine,  In. 
delpite  of  fortune,  which  feparated  me  from  my  love, 
ihe  thought  we  were  worthy  cf  envy,  and  that  the 
pains  caufed  by  onr  fidelity  and  tendernefs  merited 
the  name  of  the  mod  charming  happinefs. 

When  I  fnoke  of  the  acknowledgments  we  owed 
to  Mr  de  Pcffes,  I  intended  only  thofe  which  he  me- 
rited by  his  pains,  and  a  thoufand  toilfome  fteps  he 
had  taken,  to  which  his  friendfliip  and  love  had 
engaged  him.  In  the  unavoidable  necefTity  we  were 
in,  after  the  commencement  of  our  misfortunes^  he 
had  fupplied  our  expences  liberally,  and  he  continued 
to  aid  us  with  the  fame  generolity.  For  the  time  that 
we  had  hopes  of  re-entering  into  the  pofTefiion  of  our 
lands  at  Saifons,  and  of  recovering  our  money,  we 
had  accepted  of  his  favours  without  fhame:  But 
our  friends  having  forgot  to  folicit  the  court  for  a  re- 
ftitution  of  our  fubltance,  which  they  could  more 
eafily  have  obtained  than  our  liberty,  we  were  under 
a  neceility  of  making  new  applications  for  this  fa- 
vour, and  the  fuccefs  of  them  was  uncertain  ;  info- 
much,  that  finding  an  additional  burden  to  what  we 
already  owed,  and  being  obliged  every  day  to  engage 
in  new  debts,  this  neceffity  had  become  one  of  our 
mod  infupportabie  evils.  I  wrote  to  you  in  flrong 
terms  an  account  in  what  danger  George  was,  only 
*vith  the  defign  of  communicating  it  to  you,  and  I 
never  received  any  anfwer.  Your  filence  did  not  at  all 
difcourage  me.  I  rather  chofe  to  afcribe  it  to  any 
other  caufe  than  your  indifference.  I  wrote  to  you 
again  ;  and  [  laboured  above  all  to  perfuade  you  to 
give  attention  to  the  interefts  of  my  lifter,  to  which 
honour  alone  would  have  engaged  you  to  have  afforded 
fome  aid,  when  fhe  had  no  other  rcfource  than  you 
and  her  virtue.  You  never  gave  me  an  anfwer.  All 
my    letters    have  without    doubt  mifcarried :    What 

mould 
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mould  become  of  them,  fince  you  have  allured  me 
that  not  one  of  them  has  come  to  your  hands  ?  Fi . 
'nally,  in  the  extremity  of  indigence  and  grief,  fink- 
ing under  the  misfortunes  of  my  brother  of  which  I 
fee  no  end,  prevailed  on  by  the  tears  of  Rofe  which 
daily  increafe,  preffed  down  by  the  defpair  of  others 
and  my  own,  I  have  choie  to  make  this  voyage  to 
Ireland,  to  awaken  in  a  happy  moment  your  good- 
nefs  and  affection  by  my  prelence.  I  was  even  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  liberality  of  de  PeiTes,  for  de- 
fraying the  expences  of  fuch  a  long  journey. 

It  is  now  eight  days  fince,  travelling  poft  from  Lon- 
don, I  wrote  to  you  again,  to  give  you  notice  of  my 
arrival.  I  have  made  the  reft  of  my  journey  with 
the  ardour  of  a  ftrong  impatience  ;  the  fhip  which 
brought  me  from  Holyhead  making  fail  to  Cork,  I 
have  from  than  port  made  my  way  by  land,  under 
many  wants  and  great  fatigue.  Yeftcrday  evening 
the  rain  and  darknefs  obliged  me  to  flop  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  night  ;  and  Finccr,  our  ancient  friend, 
coming  into  my  memory,  whofe  houfe  was  not  above 
a  hundred  paces  out  of  my  way,  I  determined  to 
take  fhelter  there  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 
I  found  no-body  at  home  but  his  daughter.  She  re- 
ceived me  with  a  certain  timidity  and  fome  marks 
of  confufion,  which  would  have  raifed  in  me  fufpi- 
cions,  if  the  coldnefs  of  her  reception  had  not  been 
out  of  hand  repaired  by  her  civilities  :  But  having 
readily  perceived  that  I  was  ignorant  of  the  misfor- 
tune of  her  father,  whereby  I  could  not  accufe  him  of 
having  had  any  fhare  in  yours,  fhe  fpared  nothing  to 
prrfuade  me,  that  fhe  received  my  viiit  with  phafure. 
My  melancholy  in  appearance  and  an  air  infpiring 
compaffion,  which  have  given  me  a  perpetual  fenfe 
of  my  afflictions,  increafed  this  difpofition  of  her  3 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  file  gave  me  to  underftand  by 
a  thbufand  teftimoniet,  that  we  ought  not  to  reckon 
her  among  our  enemies.  She  recited  to  me  the  un- 
lucky adventure  of  our  father,  the  addrefs  with 
which   lie   made    his  ,     and   the    happinefs   \\z 

had  in  making   an  cfcape.     She  did  not  difguife  from 
U    2  l«r. 
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me  tlie  vexation  it  caufed  you,  nor  the  clangers  ttf 
which  his  accufations  expofed  me  in  Ireland.  It  was 
by  her  advice  that  I  came  in  the  fall  of  the  evening 
to  Coleraine. 

Patrick,  having  finifhed  his  relation,  afked  me,  if 
I  did  not  believe  him  more  unhappy  than  culpable, 
and  if  friendfhip  was  fo  extinguished  in  my  heart, 
that  it  could  not  be  revived  by  compaffion.  I  em- 
braced him,  and  preffed  him  to  my  heart  with  all  my 
might.  But  my  tears,  which  I  had  difficulty  enough 
to  keep  in  during  his  ftory,  found  a  vent  in  fpite  of 
my  resolutions  :  And  not  able  to  lefift  all  the  com- 
motions that  were  raifed  in  my  foul,  O  Patrick  !  faid 
I,  O  dear  object  of  my  inquietude  and  of  my  ten- 
dernefs  !  What  is  become  of  your  prudence  and  my 
counfels  ?  What  is  become  of  the  fuccours  of  hea- 
ven, which,  never  before  failed  you  ?  Alas  !  What 
have  you  done  with  yourfelf!  George!  Rofe  !  unhap- 
py family!  See  then-the  end  to  which  your  fond  pru- 
dence and  greedy  ambition  have  brought  you  !  O  God  ! 
let  them  profit  by  this  example,  to  make  them  fen- 
iible  of  the  need  they  have  of  thee  !  I  added  a  thou- 
fand  things  with  the  fame  bitternefs  of  fentiments. 
Nevertheless,  not  being  willing  to  augment  his  trou- 
bles by  my  reproaches,  and  defiring  to  poftpone  the 
deliberation  upon  fo  great  events  to  a  more  fettled 
fituation  of  mind,  I  reftrained  myfelf  with  fome 
violence,  under  pretence  of  his  taking  refreshment 
and  repofe,  which  he  flood  in  great  need  of.  We 
fat  down  to  table,  but  all  my  efforts  could  not  flop 
me  from  falling  again  perpetually  upon  the  paffages 
I  had  juft  come  from  hearing.  I  began  without 
ceafing  to  ail:  queftions,  and  to  defire  explanations 
cf  all  the  circumtfances,  when  we  heard  fome  body 
knock  haftily  at  my  door.  It  was  opened  imme- 
diately, becaufe  my  fervants  were  under  no  fufpicion. 
At  the  fame  moment  eight  men  armed,  headed  by  an 
officer,  came  into  the  room  where  we  fat  ;  and 
having  no  trouble  to  difcover  that  Patrick  was  the 
perfon  they  were  in  queft  of,  they  arretted  him  by 
warrant  from    the  viceroy,  in   order  to  conduct  him 

to 
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to  the  caftle  of  Dublin.  The  officer  was  a  well-bred 
man,  and  feeing  my  oppreffion  and  grief,,  told  me 
with  a  great  many  apologies,  that  he  had  it  not  in 
his  power  to  explain  to  me  his  orders,  the  caufe  of 
which  he  was  ignorant  of;  but  that  after  the  affair 
of  Fincer  I  had  better  reafon  to  judge  of  it  than  any 
other  perfon  :  That  i£  my  brother  had  any  caufe  to 
reproach  himfelf,  he  was  very  imprudent  to  trull  the 
dtlign  of  his  journey  to  paper  ;  that  they  had  with- 
out doubt  intercepted  all  the  letters  that  were  under 
my  addrefs  ;  and  that  he  was  at  leaft  certain,  that  it 
was  a  letter  from  Patrick  himfelf  that  had  given  notice 
of  the  exact  time  of  his  arrival. 
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BOOK       III. 


[HAD  fcarce  fo  much  power  over  my  inquie- 
*  tude  as  to  moderate  it  till  morning.  The  an- 
guifh  I  conceived  for  George  and  Rofe,  from  the 
relation  of  Patrick,  had  a  (hare  in  thofe  pertur- 
bations that  were  of  more  immediate  concern  ; 
and  not  thinking  there  was  much  time  to  lofe, 
nor  indeed  any  great  difficulty  to  overcome,  I 
refolved  to  follow  my  brother  to  Dublin.  I  made 
an  equal  account  of  the  favour  of  my  friends 
and  his  innocence.  Yet  too  much  flacknefs  in 
improving  our  intereft  might  expofe  us  to  diffi- 
culties of  which  the  duration  was  uncertain  ;  nor 
did  I  let  out  of  my  fight  the  dangers  of  Paris,  fo  as 
to  forget  that  George  and  Rofe  had  a  right  to  a  part 
of  my  cares. 

The  day  began  to  appear,  when  preparing  to  be- 
gone, I  had  notice  given  me,  that  a  gentleman  of 
the  neighbourhood  inquired  for  me  at  my  gate  in 
great  hatfe,  and  that  he  prayed  me  to  come  to  him, 
without  being  offended  at  an  incivility,  which  he  was 
certain  I  would  excufe  when  he  had  informed  me  of 
the  caufe.  I  had  heard  of  his  name,  but  had  fo  little 
acquaintance  with  him,  that  the  time  and  forma- 
lity of  his  vifit  might  have  caufed  me  fome  fright 
even  under  other  circumltances.  Notwithstanding, 
one  moment  of  reflection  upon  what  importance  it 
was  not  to  neglect  any  thing  for  my  brother's  intereft, 
made  me  come  down  to  him  without  hefitation.  I 
found  a  gentleman  on  horfeback.  He  made  me  a 
bow,  and  requeued  me  to   command  my  fervants  to 

retire. 
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retire.  Yes,  fays  I,  looking  in  his  face,  in  which 
I  thought  I  remarked  fume  emotion.  He  preiTed  me 
to  fend  them  afide  with  the  more  eagcrnefs,  that  we 
might  get  into  my  chamber  without  being  perceived. 
■  I  i'atisfied  him  without  difEcnlty,  and  continued  only 
to  look  at  him  with  fome  tokens  of  furprife.  In 
fine,  feeing  himfelf  witheHit  any  witnefles  prefent,  he 
alighted,  and  mewed  me  a  valife  well  ftuffed,  which 
Iiy  concealed  till  then  under  his  cloak.  Having  no 
fufpicion  of  my  honour,  he  faid  to  mtt  as  he  fattened 
the  bridle  of  his  horl'e  to  the  wall,  help  me  to  carry 
this  burden  into  your  clofet,  where  I  will  exphin  to 
you  the  fecret  of  my  vifit.  The  darknefs  not  being 
yet  fully  difpellcd,  to  make  him  fear  any  thing  from 
the  obfervation  of  my  ne;ghbours,  he  was  under  no 
apprehenfions  but  from  my  fervants  ;  and  lie  afked 
me  again,  if  I  was  fure  they  were  out  of  the  way- 
Amidft  theft  alarms,  that  might  have  raifed  in  me 
fome  precautions,  I  fubmitted  to  his  defires,  only 
from  the  fear  of  injuring  a  man  of  honour,  in  dif- 
covering  my  mi  ft  ru  ft  of  him. 

The  weight  of  the   valife    much  furpafied  its  bulk  ; 

neverthelefs,  we  carried  it  without  betraying  ourfelvea 

by  any  ooife.      Dilnick  (fo  the  gentleman  was  called) 

preffed  me  to  lodge  it  in  a  fecret  place  ;   and   propoiing 

to  me  to    be  feated,   he  let  his  voice  fall  to  entertain 

me   with  this  difcourfe  :   your  prudence,   fays  he,    and 

zeal    you    have  discovered    for   the   honour  of  your 

family,    are    two    furcties     for    your    difcretion,    and 

for   the  truft    which    my   employer    hath    confided    in 

:.      h.  is    not  my  own  life  I  come  to  put  into  your 

tint    which   is  committed    to    you    ought 

yet  to  be  more  prccioin.     You  know  Sarah , 

the  only  daughter  of  the  unfortnnate  Fincer,    my    re- 
lation   and    friend.      B'be    iud'!  ution,    or   rather   thfe 
weaknefs  of  her   father,   has   expofed   the   honour  of 
your;  by  falfc  tmpatatrom  ;  and  which,  bavi 
la    yoi    ;i   perpi  Ki'ta   from  whence  yet 

dc,  iy    well  make   you  loek  upon  h 

en,  my    of    your    family.      But    yon    will    line    other 
notions   when   I   inform   you,   that   it.  is  by  her  com - 
G  4  manili 
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mands  I.  am  come  here,  and  that  the  riches  I  have 
brought  you  are  a  fuccour  fent  by  her  for  your  de- 
fence, and  for  the  defence  of  Patrick.  She  came  to 
underfland  this  night,  from  a  rumour  which  obtains 
in  the  neighbourhood,  that  your  brother  was  yeiler- 
day  evening  arretted  n  your  houfe,  and  was  by  an 
order  of  court  conducted  to  Dublin.  It  is  manifefl 
this  is  the  late  perfecution  now  renewed.  The  ex- 
pences  attending  your  defence,  and  the  diforder  of 
your  affairs,  give  her  room  to  judge  that  you  are  not 
in  a  (late  of  great  abundance  ;  and  (he  has  put  to- 
gether not  only  all  her  ready  money,  but  even  her 
jewels  and  plate,  to  furnifh  you  with  the  means  of 
defending  your  innocence,  and  of  fpeedily  fetting  the 
liberty  and  life  of  Patrick  in  fecurity.  I  would 
have  interrupted  Dilnick,  and  obferved  to  him  the 
admiration  1  conceived  of  this  lady's  generofity. 
He  conjured  me  to  give  him  leave  to  continue  his 
flory. 

Sarah,  continued  he,  is  a  young  lady  full  of 
wit  and  charms.  To  her  naturai  perfections  (he 
has  united  fentiments  worthy  of  her  birth.  A  fum 
of  money  and  fome  jewels  are  not  the  moft  pre- 
cious things  (he  has  to  offer.  I  have  penetrated 
into  the  fecrets  of  her  heart  ;  and  thinking  my- 
felf  very  happy  to  be  thought  worthy  of  her  con- 
fidence and  friendmip,  I  exhorted  her  to  follow 
thofe  inclinations  which  fhe  may  confefs  without 
ihame.  She  has  feen  Patrick,  and  the  warm  en- 
comiums flie  made  to  me  of  his  merit,  together 
with  the  fright  fhe  fell  into  this  night  at  the 
firfl:  news  of  his  misfortunes,  have  given  me  the 
opportunity  of  discovering  a  matter  fhe  would  wil- 
lingly have  conceded  from  my  knowledge.  Chance 
conducted  me  to  her  houfe ;  1  r.*/;"ed  her  not  to 
open  herfelf  by  halves.  The  tics  cf  blood  added 
to  thofe  of  a  long  intimacy  gave  a  weight  to 
mt  importunities.  She  confeffed,  that  for  the  fhort 
time  Patrick  had  pafTed  at  her  houfe  he  had  touched 
her  heart  with  a  lively  paffion  ;  and  fhe  flattered  her- 
felf to   have  made  fome  imprefiion  on  his  j  neverthe- 

lcfs, 
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lefs,  not  being  able  to  form  a  judgment  thereof  but 
from  ambiguous  appearances,  (he  did  not  think  her- 
felf  in  the  lead  authorized  to  give  herfelf  further  up 
to  her  inclinations  ;  but  in  what  manner  foever  he 
was  affecled  towards  her,  fhe  mould  not  find  it  an 
eafy  talk  to  fubdue  a  love  fo  tender;  and  to  fatisfy 
her  mind  by  fome  fenfible  proof,  (he  would  employ 
all  me  had  in  the  world  to  procure  his  liberty. 
Far  from  oppofing  her  refolution,  continued  Dilnick, 
I  reprefented  to  her,  that  I  knew  few  gentlemen 
upon  whom  (he  could  call  her  eyes  with  more  de- 
corum and  honour  ;  that  your  brother  was  indeed 
•without  a  fortune,  but  that  with  his  birth  and  na- 
tural endowments,  there  was  no  fortune  fo  high  to 
which  he  might  not  afpire  ;  that  for  her  part,  her 
years,  the  flight  and  old  age  of  her  father,  her 
riches,  her  title  as  an  only  heirefs,  all  in  a  word 
confpiring  to  make  her  think  of  marriage,  fhe  could 
not  in  the  lead  be  condemned  for  following  the  in- 
clination of  her  heart  in  difpofing  of  her  hand,  and' 
that  among  a  thoufand  reafons  for  approving  of  her 
choice,  me  would  have  this  one*  that  of  working  arc- 
conciliation  between  two  illuftrious  houfes,  whom  the 
misfortunes  of  the  times  bad  divided.  She  received 
my  anfwer  with  tears  of  joy.  She  has  repoi'ed  on 
me  the  care  of  her  happinefs,  and  being  continually 
perplexed  With  her  prefeift  fears,  (he  has  not  taken 
one  moment's  relt  all  night;  but  has  been  cii lb-ac- 
ted with  the  thoughts  how  to  make  herfelf  moll  ufeful 
in  procuring  Patrick  his  liberty.  I  have  had  the 
of  taking  the  charge,  added  Dilnick,  of 
bringing  to  jrou  what  fhe  judged  moil  proper  to  help 

the  (htl  trouble,   and    I  have-  not  con 
from    her,   t!:  it    in    order    to    fhorten    the   difficulties* 

ife,    my  firlt    ftep   fhoulu 

m!y    to    intruft    you   with   that  confidence  and 
which  flie  his  given  mc  to  fcrve  her. 

of    this    dtfcourfc     Teemed     to    me   to 

e    more   reflection   than   I  wai  ii, 

inder  the  neceffity  I  ft ood  of  discovering  my 
thoughts   of   it    out    of  hand   by    my   anfw 
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fentiments  of  Sarah  for  Patrick  could  not  but  infpire 
rne  with  as  much  eflcera  as  gratitude  for  her  ;  but  I 
called  to  mind  the  ftory  my  brother  told  me  fomc 
hours  before,  and  how  could  I  imagine  that  a  heart, 
filled  with  his  Julia,  could  have  power  to  engage  in 
this  new  amour,  which  I  fliould  blame  him  for  con- 
cealing from  me  ?  However,  without  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion,  1  could  neither  give  a  juft  anfwer  to  the  fa- 
vourable overtures  I  had  received,  nor  with  honour 
accept  of  the  2fMance,  which  Sarah  could  by  no 
mean 5  intend  for  the  lover  of  another  lady.  In 
rendering  juftice  to  her  generofity,  I  fliould  have  in- 
cluded that  which  ought  to  have  been  attributed  to- 
iler love.  The  one  was  evidently  the  motive  of  the 
other,  and  probity  would  not  permit  me  to  let  her 
remain  in  her  error.  Under  this  uncertainty  I 
look  the  only  courfe  that  could  deliver  me  from  it. 
My  chaife  was  ready  for  my  journey  to  Dublin. 
Without  opening  my  intentions  to  Dilnick,  I  in- 
treated  him  to  fuffer  me  immediately  to  wait  on 
him  to  his  kinfwoman,  making  no  other  pretence 
for  my  vifit  than  my  great  gratitude  ;  of  which 
I  ought  not  to  delay  in  making  acknowledgements. 
My  hopes  were,  that  in  acquitting  myfelf  of  fo  juft  a 
debt  I  might  dexteroufly  procure  forne  light  into  the 
difpofitions  of  Patrick,  and  that  according  to  his 
conduct  with  his  millrefs  I  fhould  altogether  regu- 
late the  opinion  I  was  endeavouring  to  form  of  his 
defigns,  and  the  marks  of  approbation  which  I 
could  not  refufe  giving. 

The  diftance  was  but  fliort.  We  found  Sarah, 
who  appeared  to  wait  the  return  of  her  confi- 
dant with  great  impatience.  The  ardour,  which 
fhe  could  not  moderate  in  feeing  him,  was  all  at 
once  cooled  by  her  furprife  in  difcovering  that  I 
followed  him.  I  had  prayed  Dilnick  to  go  a  little 
before,  to  prepoiTefs  her  with  my  arrival.  He  gave 
her  an  account  in  few  words  of  all  the  circumitances 
of  hi$  journey  ;  at  leaft  her  blufhes  gave  me  room 
to  judge,  as  I  was  fainting  her,  that  flie  thought  I 
W'dk  informed  of  every  thing  that  pafied  in  her  heart. 

TUis 


The  Dean  cf  Cole  rain %.  157 

This  thought  made  me  ufe  the  mod  plain  and  fimple 
exprefiions,  in  order  to  fpare  her  modefty.  To  my 
thanks  ar>d  acknowledgements,  (he  anfwered,  that 
me  mould  think  herfelf  very  happy  if  Dilnick,  who 
had  propofed  to  her  the  giving  her  hand  to  my  brother, 
had  fully  declared  ail  the  real  efteem  me  had  for  him, 
and  the  honour  which  fhe  imagined  me  mould  re- 
ceive in  making  an  alliance  with  my  family  :  That 
her  father,  when  he  left  Ireland,  where  his  mis  for* 
tunes  left  him  little  hopes  ever  to  appear  publicly 
again,  had  given  her  authority,  by  a  writing  4mder 
his  hand,  to  feek  an  honourable  opportunity  of 
marriage;  that  the  inclination  flic  felt  for  my  bro- 
ther was  fixed  by  this  new  misfortune  that  befei 
him  on  his  arrival;  for  fhe  muit  confefs,  to  the 
j'hame  of  her  father,  that  we  had  none  to  accufe, 
but  him  ;  that  even  this  reafon  ought  to  ferve  to 
make  Patrick  more  dear  to  her,  and  for  him  to 
tftimate  the  offer  which  me  made  of  her  heart  and 
fortune  as  a  jufl  reparation  for  the  mifchiefs  he  un- 
juftly  fuffers;  that  her  father,  whofc  intentions  fhe 
did  not  fear  to  lay  open,  would  infallibly  approve  of 
her  defigns  from  the  fame  views  :  And  defiring  mc 
to  follow  her  into  her  clofet,  I  will  (hew  you,  fays 
fhe,  by  his  lad  letter,  that  thofe  fentiments  cannot 
be  fufpc6lcd.  She  in  reality. produced  a  letter  of  re- 
cent date,  in  which,  among  a  number  of  re- 
proaches that  he  had  laid  on  his  conduct,  he  accufed 
himfelf  particularly  of  having  violated  his  grati- 
tude and  attachment  due  to  my  father  and  our  fa- 
How  much  do  I  apprehend,  fays  lie,  that 
my  falfc  depofitions  will  become  fatal  to  his  children, 
and  that  their  misfortunes  will  one  day  be  a  fcanlal 
! "grace  to  my  memory  !  I  interrupted  his  daugh- 
ter :  This  piece,  fays  I,  is  of  the  laft  importance  for 
Patrick,  and  you  cannot  fhew  yourfclf  better  affected 
to  him,  than  by  producing  it  for  his  judiiication. 
She  in  -  apprehended    in    what   fenfe  a  lette* 

of  this  nature  miyht  con  dace  to  his  fervice  ;  mil  L 
faw  her  fome  moments  held  in  fufpenfc  between 
Iter  duty  to   the  honour  of  her    father  and    the   iotff* 

re  It 
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reft  of  her  lover.  But  when  I  reprefented  to  her, 
that  there  was  more  glory  in  retracting  an  impofture, 
than  fhame  in  committing  it,  and  that  the  public 
alio  made  ajutt  difference  between  voluntary  faults, 
and  thofe  into  which  the  neceffity  of  certain  fixa- 
tions might  hurry  men  of  the  greateft  honour,  fhe 
without  difficulty  committed  this  retractation  into 
my  hands,  of  which  I  hoped  the  molt  favourable 
effect  for  my  brother. 

Proceedings  thus  noble  and  difinterefted  fo  augment- 
ed the  efteem  which  I  thought  1  already  owed  this 
generous  daughter,  that  from  that  moment  I  wifhed 
irom  the  bottom  of  my  heart  fhe  might  meet  with 
all  the  returns  of  love  and  fidelity  which*  fhe  feem- 
ed  to  hope  for  from  Patrick.  I  am  in  halte  to  make 
this  confeffion,  to  draw  the  attention  of  my  readers 
tothejuftice  and  force  of  the  reafons  which  inf'en- 
fifcly  engaged  me  in  the  mofl  fatal  ftep  that  heaven 
ever  permitted  human  prudence  to  be  hurried.  I  con- 
ceived an  affection  for  the  beautiful  Sarah,  and  I 
thought  her  worthy  of  it.  Her  fortune,  which  alone 
was  a  considerable  advantage  to  my  brother,  did  not 
prepoflefs  me  more  in  her  favour  than  the  excel- 
lency of  her  natural  qualifications,  and  the  tettimo- 
nies  I  received  of  her  virtue.  What  could  happen 
more  fortunate  for  Patrick  than  to  fall  all  at  once  into 
an  abundance  of  wealth,  and  the  love  of  an  ami- 
able woman,  whole  prudence  and  charms  might  fo 
agreeably  fix  the  reftleffnefs  of  his  character?  I  did 
not  icruple  to  interpret  my  thoughts  in  a  manner 
fuitable  to  thefe  reflections.  Neverthelefs,  my  remem- 
brance of  Patrick's  rtory  left  me  a  fubject  for  fome 
diffidence,  and  I  could  have  wifhed  to  have  the  rea- 
fons cleared  up  that  perfuaded  Sarah  to  think  that 
he  had  an  inclination  for  her.  i  took  occaiion  to 
inquire  into  this  particular,  from  a  rnodeft  anfwer 
which  fhe  ga*;e  to  what  I  faid.  My  brother  would  be 
a  monfter,  faid  I,  if  he  were  not  fenffole  of  the  va- 
lue of  your  heart.  He  is  yet  ignorant  of  your  fa- 
vours; but  I  doubt  not  but  in  the  opportunity  he  had 
©f  coaveifing  with   you,  he  has  given  ycu  demo:iitra~ 
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tions  that  he  is  capable  of  di(lingui(hing  your  merit, 
and  of  binding  himfelf  to  you,  as  much  by  love  as 
gratitude.  She  anfwered  me  with  the  fame  air  of 
modeity,  that  without  explaining  his  fentiments,  he 
difcovered  fome  fatisfa&ion  in  feeing  her,  and  (he 
thought  (lie  could  put  a  good  interpretation  on  mat- 
ters in  her  favour.  This  anfwer  not  being  fufficient 
to  remove  my  fears,  I  expreffed  myfelf  more  plain- 
ly, that  notwithstanding  the  havock  in  our  fortune, 
which  made  the  money  (he  was  fo  good  to  fend  me, 
very  ufeful  for  the  htuation  of  Patrick,  yet  I  did  not 
think  that  honour  would  fuffer  me  to  make  ufe  of 
it  without  informing  him  firfl  of  his  happinefs.  I  am 
going  to  Dublin,  fays  I;  the  rigour  with  which  he  is 
treated  will  not  extend  fo  far  as  to  forbid  me  the  li- 
berty of  feeing  him.  I  flatter  myfelf  I  (hall  bring 
back  to  you,  in  a  few  days,  exprefiions  of  his  grati- 
tude, and  a  confirmation  of  whatever  your  good- 
nefs  has  made .  me  conjecture.  She  conceived  in  the 
end  what  raifed  my  fcruples.  Her  complaints  raifed 
in  me  a  new  admiration.  Mow!  fays  (he,  indepen- 
dent of  my  love,  of  which  I  ought  no  longer  to  make 
myltery,  do  you  carry  fo  great  a  merit  to  the  ac- 
count of  aiding  an  unhappy  neighbour  with  fome  fu- 
perfluous  money  ?  would  you  refufe  me  the  fame 
fervice  if  I  were  in  the  like  fituation  ?  She  firmly 
rejected  all  my  excnfes,  and  I  could  not  obtain  her 
leave  for  my  departure,  until  i  promifed  to  re- 
turn home,  and  take  the  charge  of  a  part  of  what 
I  1  lent.  To  pleafe  her,  Dilnick  engaged  to 
take  a  journey  with  me  to  Dublin,  and  to  *Vft 
her  a  f needy  information  of  the  luccefs  of  our  en* 
ize. 
J ')  addition  to  the  thoughts  I  have  laid  open, 
I    imagined   tint   in   whatevee   m\  1  af« 

fedtiot  difp&fed  to  her,    acknowledgment  and 

gratitude    would    be    the    moll    Fail  to    en- 

1  to  our  propofalt,  Bird  tiiat   1   could 
re  promifing   courfe  to  bind  a 
fo  fenfibje  as   his.     Thii  reflection  dimtniihed  ti. 

1    to   make    ufe   of    the    gcnerofity  of 

others. 
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others.  Dilnick  and  I  took  up  with  us  at  firftten  thoit- 
fand  franks,  a  confiderable  fum  in  Ireland.  Patrick 
having  nothing  to  upbraid  himfelf  with,  and  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  government  being  quickened  with  no- 
thing but  fufpicions,  I  did  not  apprehend  they  intended 
to  carry  matters  again.ft  him  to  violent  extremities. 
But  I  knew  by  experience  the  flack nefs  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court,  and  diftradled  as  I  was  by 
other  cares,  I  bore  with  me  through  all  my  journey 
fuch  an  extreme  melancholy  as  amazed  Dilnick.  He 
afcribed  it  to  nothing  but  the  fear  that  alarmed  me 
for  my  brother,  and  labouring  to  give  feme  interrup- 
tion to  thofe  idle  fancies,  to  which  I  was  continually 
given  up,  he  related  to  me  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  contributed  to  the  efcape  of  Sarah's  father. 

The  caflle  of  Dublin,  which  is  the  prifort  for  fiate- 
criminals,  is  an  ancient  building,  fortified  with  many 
inacceffable  towers,  where  prifoners  are  guarded  with 
great  vigilance.  Fincer  was  fhut  up  in  one  of  the  ftrong- 
eftof  them,  and  his  friends  after  a  thoufand  trials  de- 
fpaired  of  opening  a  way  for  themfelves  to  him.  His 
ruin  neverthelefs  appearing  inevitable,  they  were  un- 
der daily  apprehenfions,  that  when  his  life  was  brought 
to  the  laft  extremity,  fome  alarms  of  confeience  might 
make  him  reveal  the  names  of  his  accomplices,  and 
fome  of  the  belt  families  of  Ireland  expected  this  cata- 
ftrophc  in  fear  and  trembling,  being  apprehenfive  of 
being  therein  intangled  in  the  perfon  of  fome  relation 
or  friend.  Dilnick,  interefted  upon  his  own  account,, 
formed  the  plan  of  a  contrivance  which  no  other  per- 
fon could  have  executed  fo  luckily.  His  ufual  .reli- 
dence  being  upon  an  eflate  remote  from  the  capital, 
he  had  little  apprehenfion  of  being  known  in  Dublin. 
Neverthelefs,  he  took  precautions  againft  this  danger 
by  difguifmg  himfelf  under  the  habit  of  a  citizen. 
This  garb  befides  was  proper  for  his  project.  He 
knew  from  the  pains  his  friends  had  taken  to  inform 
themfelves  of  the  moll  minute  circumftanees,  that  the 
keeper  of  this  particular  tower,  which  was  made  ufe 
of  as  Fincer's  prifon,  was  a  married  man,  and  the  fa- 
ther of  many   children.       Under  divers  pretexts    he 

found 
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found  the  means  of  making  an  acquaintance  with  one 
of  his  daughters,  and  without  flicking  at  beauty,  he 
caft  his  eyes  upon  her  whom  he  judged  in  hade  for 
marriage.  His  propofal  of  taking  her  to  wife  fol- 
lowed clofe  his  fir  (I  declaration  of  love.  To  make 
himfelf  agreeable  to  the  father,  he  talked  of  a  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money  which  he  was  feeking  an  oppor- 
tunity to  lay  out  ;  and  aiking  him  if  he  knew  any  per- 
fon  of  reputation  with  whom  he  might  fafeiy  lodge  it, 
he  then  propofed  to  him  to  take  the  care  of  it  upon 
himfelf.  After  this  ftcp,  his  friendship  and  efleem 
fecming  to  incrcafe  by  degrees,  he  aflociated  him  in 
the  profits  of  his  trade  without  other  condition  than 
charging  himfelf  with  the  care  and  conduct  of  it. 
The  goaler  thought  himfelf  very  happy  in  the  alte- 
ration which  his  credulous  fon- in-law  was  going  to 
make  in  his  circumftances.  He  engaged  to  give  him 
his  daughter,  as  foon  as  he  mould  touch  the  promifed 
fum,  which  Dilnick  had  effectually  fcraped  together 
from  the  purfes  of  a  great  many  of  his  friends.  Du- 
ring all  this  interval,  he  carefully  avoided  mentioning 
even  the  name  of  Fincer,  or  taking  any  notice 
that  he  was  informed  of  his  affairs,  or  under  whole 
cuftody  he  was  ;  but  when  he  put  the  money  into  the 
keeper's  hands,  Dilnick  innocently  and  without  the 
lealt  mew  of  affectation  mentioned,  that  there  was 
due  to  him  .another  fum  of  money,  the  lofs  of  which 
he  was  apprthenfive  of,  becaufe  he  had  neglected  fome 
formalities  to  give  force  to  the  obligation,  and  that 
his  debtor  being  one  of  the  confpirators  whom  the 
government    had  arretted,    he  had  but   a  (lender  ap- 

g;  any  thing  of  it  from  a  man 
whom  perhaps  he  Riould  never  tee  again.  Grcedinefs 
of  gain  raifjng  a  curiofity  in  the  keeper,    he   naturally 

his    (hi f ting    and    going  about  the 

bufh    carried    with  it  fo    little  fwfpidon,    thai  Dilnick 

liately  hit  his  mark.      One  could  not  even  aceufe 

the  keeper  of  having   violated  his  duty,      He  did  a 

good    turn    without    any   intention    pf   harm,     ! 

ly  looked    upon  as  hib  i'on-in  law. 
gained  adraitur.ee  into  Fine; 

fuccc 
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fucceeded  without  difficulty  in  making  him  enter  into 
the  intention  of  his  vifit,  and  the  meaning  of  his 
difcourfe.  The  bufinefs  at  firft  was  only  to  flip  a 
note  into  his  hand,  to  advertife  him  of  the  defign  of 
favouring  his  efcape.  Fincer  out  of  hand  took  the 
hint,  and  obtained  the  liberty  of  converting  with 
Dilnick  many  times,  by  acknowledging  that  he  was 
fenfible  he  owed  him  a  confiderable  fum,  but  that  the 
accounts  he  had  furnithed  him  with  were  obfeurely 
made  up,  and  confequently  he  demanded  a  new  ac- 
count. This  fimple  and  plain  anfwer  again  deceived 
the  avarice  of  the  keeper.  He  confented  to  give 
them  another  opportunity  to  clear  up  and  fettle  the 
matters  in  difpute.  Dilnick  took  the  advantage  of 
feveral  vifits  to  furnifh  his  friend  with  many  inftru- 
ments  to  faciliate  his  efcape  ;  which  neverthelefs  ano- 
ther more  fortunate  ftratagem  fpared  him  the  trou- 
ble of  employing.  The  truft  repofed  by  the  keeper 
in  Dilnick  encouraged  him  in  the  end  to  fhew  him  an 
obligation  fair  written  and  formally  drawn,  by  which 
he  was  alTured  of  the  payment  of  his  money  ;  and  he 
fhewed  fo  much,  fatisfaftion  at  the  eafe  with  which  he 
obtained  his  defires,  that  he  readily  engaged  the 
keeper  to  join  with  him  in  fome  grateful  requital. 
The  teftimony  of  acknowledgment  agreed  upon  was, 
that  they  fhould,  without  acquainting  him  with  it,, 
carry  a  fuppcr  into  the  prisoner's  chamber.  The 
daughter  contracted  to  Dilnick  was  the  only  perfon  ad- 
mitted to  this  feaft,  except  her  father.  Fincer  had 
the  addrefs  to  endear  them  to  him  more  and  more  by 
propofing  an  immediate  celebration  of  the  marriage. 
It  was  in  the  mid  11  of  this  jollity,  which  wine  and 
gallantry  infpired  in  the  gucfts,  that  Dilnick  /lew  the 
father  with  one  (lab  of  a  poiniard,  whilft  Fincer 
threatned  to  ferve  the  daughter  in  the  fam  manner, 
if  fhe  offered  to  make  the  leail  noife.  Their  defign 
was  to  make  the  daughter  aid  their  efcape,  in  obliging 
her  to  appear  with  them  at  the  gate,  and  Fincer  having 
put  on  the  cloaths  of  the  keeper  was  in  hopes  to  pais 
without  any  difficulty  under  favour  of  the  darknefs. 
But  this    unhappy  daughter,  terrified  at  the  death  of 

her 
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her  father,  and  her  own  danger,  fell  into  fo  deep  a 
fwoon,  that  defpairing  to  bring  her  to  heifelf,  they 
pu{hcd  forward  their  flight.  The  danger  of  pairing 
the  gate  was  lefs  than  that  of  Fincer's  delay,  who 
neverthelefs  got  out  undifcovered  in  the  habit  of  the 
keeper.  Their  friends  were  moreover  planted  near 
to  favour  their  fally,  and  by  means  of  many  relays 
of  horles  placed  on  the  road,  they  got  to  the  fea-iide 
before  the   dawning  of  the  day. 

It  would  be  admirable  fays  Dilnick,  when  he  had 
concluded  his  relation,  if  we  fhould  find  your  bro- 
ther in  the  fame  tower  from  whence  I  got  out  Fin- 
cer.  You  know  then  the  way,  fays  I  laughing  ;  but 
you  have  one  thing  to  fear,  that  you  may  not  find  your 
father-in-law's  family  fo  favourably  difpofed.  This 
difcourfe,  which  was  no  more  than  a  banter,  proved 
to  be  verified  in  earned.  The  firft  news  I  had  of 
Patrick's  fate  was,  that  he  was  in  reality  (hut  up  in 
the  fame  tower  from  whence  Fincer  made  his  efcape. 
All  the  city  was  already  informed  of  his  adventure, 
and  the  memory  of  mine,  which  was  very  recent, 
helped  to  increafe  yet  more  the  curiulity  of  the  pub- 
lic. I  recommended  to  Dilnick  to  purine  his  zeal 
with  difen lion  ;  and  not  having  any  tiling  to  manage 
for  myfelf,  I  went  without  fear  to  the  viceroy's  pa- 
lace, where  I  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  fee  myfelf  recei- 
ved with  fome  marks  of  diftincftion.  Thil  hud  had 
me  called  in,  and  anticipating  %hat  I  had  to  fay,  he 
juftilicd  himieif  honourably,  from  the  neccflity  which 
the  nature  of  his  employment  laid  him  under,  to  do 
violence  to  his  inclinations,  in  fupporting  the  rights 
of  the  crown  and  the  king's  authority  :  If  your 
brothcr  be  innocent,  added  he,  1  will  make  it  my  bu- 
fincfs  to  make  him  a  reparation  for  the  trouble  I 
have  caufed  him.  I  prided  his  excellency  to  hear 
what  I  had  to  offer  in  his  defence.  But  he  rcfufed 
\t  favour,  under  pretence  that  the  judgment  of 
ir  of  I  i  Ii  importance  did  not  depend  folciy  Of) 
ithority.  The  pcrmiffion  to  lee  him,  with  which 
I  was  obliged  to  be  content,  was  fold  to  me  rather 
than  granted  me  ;  for  I  did  not  obtain  it  but  on  con- 
dition 
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dition,  that  a  guard  or  a    meflenger  of  (late  mould  be 
prefent,  to  be  a  witnefs  of  our  difcourfc. 

Neverthelcfs,  tin's  wa9  a  favour  of  great  value, 
and  which  I  did  not  fail  immediately  to  turn  to  ac- 
count ;  yet  under  the  fear  that  it  Was  granted  me  on- 
ly for  one  time,  I  returned  to  the  place  where  I  had 
left  Di'nick,  and  confulted  him  about  the  advice 
which  it  was  proper  to  give  my  brother.  He  recom- 
mended to  me  to  carry  him  a  thoufand  crowns,  which 
might  ferve  him  for  more  than  one  ufe  ;  and  explain- 
ing his  views  particularly,  he  aiTured  me,  that  if  upon 
his  firft  examination  nothing  fo  considerable  mould  be 
found  in  his  charge,  as  to  give  them  room  to  proceed 
againft  him  for  high-treafon,  there  was  not  a  fingle 
inhabitant  of  Dubiin,  whom  the  hope  of  a  much 
/lighter  reward  would  not  engage  to  undertake  any 
thing  for  his  liberty.  This,  added  he,  1  have  feeo 
verified  in  Fincer's  affair.  The  fcarcity  of  money 
makes  it  fo  precious  to  the  Iriih,  that  they  would  en- 
gage in  any  thing  to  obtain  it  ;  but  the  terrible  exe- 
cutions, by  which  the  government  would  cement  the 
royal  authority,  have  fpread  fuch  a  terror  over  Dub- 
lin, that  they  all  turned  pale  at  the  fole  mention  of 
high-treafon.  He  obliged  me  to  put  this  remark 
in  writing,  and  to  lodge  the  paper  in  the  purfe  with 
the  thoufand  crownf.  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf,  fays  I, 
that  my  Argus  will  afford  me  the  liberty  of  putting 
the  purfe  into  my  brother's  hands,  without  examining 
what  it  contains.  Begin  then  by  gaining  him  over, 
replied  Dilnick  ;  an  hundred  pitloles  will  make  you  the 
mailer  of  all  thofe  venal  fouls.  I  eafiiy  faw,  that 
this  enterprife  was  poffihle  ;  hut  I  Muck  at  two  fcru- 
ples;^one  Jirofe  from  my  principles  of  religion, 
which  would  not  fuffer  me  to  feduce  a  man  by  a  bribe  to 
the  violation  of  his  duty  ;  the  other  was  the  delicacy 
of  my  honour,  which  made  me  confider  it  as  an  un- 
worthy action  to  employ  Sarah's  money  in  my  bro- 
ther's fervicc,  without  being  fatisfied  of  his  intentions 
to  marry  her.  However,  an  hundred  piftoles  not  being 
fo  considerable  a  fum,  but  that  I  could  make  reftitu- 
tion  of  it  out  of  my  own  income,    I   mould  have  got 

over 
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©ver  this  obftacle,  if  the  other  had  not  acted  on  me 
with  all.  its  force.  I  informed  Dilnick  of  my  diffi- 
culties, and  he  treated  them  as  a  weak  chimera  ;  but 
not  having  power  to  change  my  fcntiments,  he  fullered 
xne  to  leave  him  without  giving  much  oppofition  to 
them. 

I  went  to  the  cattle,  conducted  by  a  Mate  meffenger, 
whom    the   viceroy  had  named   to  me.      Patrick   was 
greatly  affected  at  my  diligence,  and  at  the  firft  ex- 
prefiions  of  my  friendship.      Alas  !   fays  he,   it  is   not 
my   life  nor  liberty   that  caufe  my  fears  ;  but    what 
will    become  of  my  filter  ?  WJio   will    folicit   for   my 
brother  ?  You  do  not  reprefent  to  yourfelf,  added  he, 
all  tiie    horror  of  their  lituation,   iince  it  is  to  me  you 
think  yourfelf  indebted  in  your    firft  cares.      Go,   be- 
gone for  Pam,  where  your  prefence  is  more  neceffary 
than  in  Dublin  ;   and  under  whatever  pretext  they  de- 
tain   me  hero,  commit    the   defence    of  my  innocence 
to  heaven.      I  commented    his    natural   affection  ;  but 
ed  I>   how  can  you  t'lhik  that  the  mod  prtfiing 
ol  jeet    of  my  cares    is   not    what   gives    me  the    molt 
piercing  alarms  ?  Shall  I    leave    you  to  perifh  without 
for  the   fake   of  carrying    my  aid  at   a  diftance, 
which  perhaps  would  be    ufelefs   to    your  brother  and 
llofe,   of  whom  you   have  not    uprefented    to    me  the 
er   as    an   extremity  fo  very  urgent  ?  Patrick    hi- 
red me  ;   I  believe,  fays  he,   George  is  fafc  from 
fome   of  his  f;ars  ;   but   my  misfortunes  oblige   Be  to 
my  heart  upon  the    other  fubject  of  our  dillrtTs, 
ut lire  of  fparing  you  made  me  in  fome 
ir«  difguife  in  my  reci'  .1  :    Rofe  tfl  virluoin,    you 
haa  fupported  our  misfortunes 
wiili  courage,  and  appears  Lnfenfihle  to  her  own  :  But 
me  if  on  the  hri:ik  of  falling  into  the  moil  extreme  in- 
ce.     The  amorous  diligence  of  the  duke  of  — — 
moment.      A  it  ranger,  young,  cr»-- 

dulous P  if  I  lay  '  u  my  mif- 

gl  of  all  ik  lifted 

virtue  |    of    afiitlancc  ;    and    \  affurc 

you  tl  |  may  not  I  draw 

on   irreparable  conferences  J    ll<;  vsouU  bars 

tint 
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tinued,  but  his  difcourfe  had  already  made  on  me 
too  ftrong  imprefiions.  Even  the  air  of  obfeurity, 
that  he  appeared  to  affect,  helped  to  augment  my 
trouble.  I  interrupted  him  in  my  turn,  but  with 
fentiments  fo  piercing  and  bitter,  that  I  was  not  at 
all  furprifed  at  the  effects  they*produced.  O  Heaven  ! 
cried  1,  grant  your  relief,  and  do  not  abandon  an 
unfortunate  girl  !  Alas  !  Patrick,  why  do  you  rend 
in  pieces  my  heart  ?  I  bear  you  all  three  in  it,  but 
how  cruelly  are  you  fepara.ted  !  l)rea,iful  feparation  ! 
Where  can  I  turn  myfelf  ?  Where  can  1  run  ?  Where 
can  1  apply  my  firil  relief:  Ought  1  to  have  quitted 
Paris  ?  But  why  ?  Did  you  not  reject  ray  counfds  ? 
A  thoufand  complaints  of  this  nature,  which  I  let 
fall  in  my  tranfp^rt,  touched  the  heart  of  the  mef- 
fenger  fo  fenlibly,  that  he  mingled  fome  marks  of 
obliging  companion  with  our  difeourie.  The  fer- 
vency with  which  we  at  fii ft  expr^ffed  ourfelves  on 
feeing  one  another  again,  made  us  give  little  atten- 
tion to  our  being  obferved.  The  natural  and  free 
exprefiions  of  our  griefs  had  modified  the  fierce  na- 
ture of  the  meffenger.  I  was  touched  with  his  con- 
cern, in  fpite  \>f  the  anguifh  that  (hook  me,  and  I 
thought  that  acknowledgments  were  a  juft  reafon  for 
making  him  a  reeom.pence.  I  offered  him  a  part  of 
the  fum  which  Dilnick  thought  enough  to  corrupt 
him.  The  favourable  difpofitions  into  which  I  found 
the  means  of  putting  him,  were  no  more  than  what 
he  entered  into  naturally,  and  I  had  nothing  to  pro- 
pofe  that  did  not  fuit  with  his  duty.  He  greedily 
^received  my  offers;  his  zeal  increafed,  and  feeing 
nothing  in  us  but  innocence,  he  faid,  that  from  all 
he  had  obferved,  he  faw  no  room  to  hinder  us  from 
treating  of  our  domestic  affairs  in  private. 

I  could  then  open  myfelf  at  liberty,  and  I  faid 
to  Patrick,  alas!  how  unfeafonable  is  the  time  ! 
how  can  I  leave  you  in  the  danger  you  are,  to  fly 
to  the  aid  of  Rofe  ?  And  ought  I  to  abandon  our 
unhappy  fifter  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  you 
have  laid  before  me  ?  I  think,  continued  I,  flopping 
the  impatience   he   (hewed  to  make  me  an  anfwer,   I 

think*. 
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think,  my  clear  Patrick,  that  with  a  little  prefence 
of  mind  and  firmnefs  of  refolution,  you  may  eafily 
refill  our  profecutors,  and  make  your  innocence 
triumph.  I  am  happily  got  out  of  this  embarraf- 
ment.  But  your  eafy  nature  ftrikes  me  with  terror. 
I  fear  from  your  way  of  thinking  upon  the  events  of 
life,  and  from  this  melancholy  indifference,  which 
your  late  adventures  have  redoubled  in  you,  that  you 
will  make  but  a  bad  defence  for  yourfelf ;  you  will 
abandon  yourfelf  to  injuttice,  in  thinking  yourfelf 
fufficiently  revenged  by  difdain.  You  are  more  ca- 
pable than  aojrman  to  employ  yourfelf  in  the  de- 
fence of  another!  and  }'H  -^]__Ao^^bm&-~4&^wir 
own.  Shall  I  then  leave^ou  Jberejjpdex.lu€h--a--eruel 
doubt,  and  not  rather  expofe  my  life  for  the  defence 
of  that  of  a  brother,  who  is  to  me  fo  dear  ?  Ah  ! 
proceeded  I,  embracing  him,  that  you  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  rclifh  an  advice,  which  would  repair  all  our 
misfortunes  !  You  might  then  place  the  repofe  and 
honour  of  Rofe  in  fecurity  ;  you  might  facilitate  the 
liberty  of  George  ;  you  might  keep  me  about  you  to 
advance  your  own  ;  you  might  re-eilablifh  our  houfc 
in  its  ancient  lurtre  ;  in  fine,  you  might  become  the 
fupport  and  glory  of  an  unhappy  family,  which  is 
now  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  which  cannot  be 
raifed  but  by  you.  I  am  not  naming  to  yoiwny  chi- 
merical advantages  ;  all  the  bit-flings  I  have  men- 
tioned are  in  your  own  hands  ;  I  offer  them  to  you, 
and  I  conjure  you  to  accept  of  them. 

I  looked  ftedfaflly  in  his  face,  and  laboured  to 
throw  into  my  eyes  all  the  air  of  confidence  and 
1,  that  1  could  not  have  but  after  an  af- 
furancc  of  obtaining  my  defires.  On  bif  part  he  re- 
mained unquiet  and  agitated,  as  if  he  had  a  fort  light 
of  what  my  propofalt  were    going    to  drive  at.      13ut, 

do  you  doubt,  anfwered  he,  that   I   will  not  en 

with    ardour    whatever    may  conduct  us  to  fuch   gieat 
gs,  efpecially  if  it   be  by  w*)8   worthy  01 
1  do  not  doubt    it    in  the   lea  ft,   replied  1,   if  you 
any    love    for    your    family,     it    the     intcit.ll    el 
touches  you,  if  you  are  iculiblc  of  the  met  it,  of 

the 
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the  generofity,  of  the  willies  that  a  lady  has  to 
pleafe  you,  and  to  purchafe  your  heart  by  a  thoufand 
favours.  In  (hort,  without  giving  him  time  to  re- 
collect himfelf,  I  continued  to  inform  him,  that 
Sarah  Fincer,  whofe  beauty  and  wealth  he  was  no 
flranger  to,  confented  to  make  him  mailer  of  her 
fortune  and  perfon  ;  that  Dilnick,  her  neareft  rela- 
tion, had  made  the  propofal  to  me;  that  (he  had  con- 
firmed it  with  her  own  mouth  ;  and  that  confulting 
nothing  but  her  inclination  nnd  efteem,  (he  had  al- 
ready done  for  him  all  that  a  hufband  could  expect 
from  a  tender  and  virtuous  wife.  She  has  (tripped, 
herfelf  naked,  fays  I,  of  all  that  (he  had  molt  pre- 
cious ;  (lie  has  facrificed  her  money,  her  diamonds, 
lier  jewels  and  even  her  plate  ;  that  is  as  much  as  to 
fay,  fhe  would  facrifice  herfelf  for  you.  1  never 
knew  any  thing  fo  modeft  and  difcreet  as  her  nature, 
nor  fo  tender  as  her  fentiments.  See  if  this  be  pay- 
ing too  dear  for  all  the  conveniences  we  want  ;  which 
we  may  procure  in  a  moment  by  giving  your  confent 
to  what  1  have  propofed  to  you.  You  ought  to  per- 
ceive that  being  charged  with  Sarah's  generofity,  I 
can  pieferve  Role  by  quitting  you,  and  put  into  her 
hands  fufficient  to  enable  her  to  remove  herfelf  from 
the  aids  of  others.  It  is  you  yourfclf  mud  do  her 
this  important  fervice,  in  fending  her  part  of  that 
wealth,  which  I  would  not  have  accepted  of  but  for 
you.  Free  us  from  this  inquietude  ;  I  will  remain 
in  Dublin  to  afiift  you  wkh  my  counfeh  and  cares. 
I  will  place  you  in  a  few  days  within  the  arms  of 
an  amiable  woman,  and  one  paffionately  in  love 
with  you.  You  will  become  the  head,  the  prote&or, 
the  father  of  your  family  ;  you  will  all  at  one  ftroke 
perfect  our  happinefs  and  your  own  ;  one  word,  one 
iign  to  fignify  your  confent  will  make  us  all  happy. 

The  heart  of  Patrick  was  as  it  were  locked  up 
in  proportion  to  my  efforts  for  opening  it.  He  ap- 
peared difmayed  at  what  I  faid,  and  his  coniterna- 
tion  fpread  itfclf  over  his  countenance.  Alas  !  an- 
fvvered  he,  caiting  down  his  eyes,  what  is  it  you  pro- 
pofe  to  me  ?  Have  yon  forgot   what  I  told  you  about 

three 
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three  days  ago  ?  It  is  to  put  our  fortune  and 
our  happinefs  under  poflible  conditions,  which  mud 
fubjec"l  lis  to  perjury  and  perfidy  ?  Think  you,  that 
I  am  not  more  bound  to  Julia  by  inclination  than 
by  oaths  j  that  (he  has  received  my  faith  ;  that 
fhe  has  given  me  her's  ;  that  I  am  lefs  my  own  than 
her's  ;  and  that  I  have  any  power  over  a  heart  in 
which  fhe  rtigns  with  fo  juft  a  right?  What  ftops 
you,  added  he,  fighing  ?  Begone  to  Paris  ;  go  affift 
Rofe.  The  fuccours  for  preferving  her  do  not  fur- 
pafs  your  power  ;  and  I  do  not  defire  any  further 
afiiftance  in  Dublin  than  what  my  innocence  gives 
me. 

It  was  manifeft  to  me,  that  Sarah  had  flattered 
herfelf  prepofteroufly.  This  explanation  was  enough 
to  ('op  the  ufe  I  might  have  made  of  her  liberality. 
I  did  not  fpeak  a  word  to  Patrick  of  the  thou  fa  nd 
crowns    I  had  ready   to  offer  him,   and    I   fet  myfelf 

liberate  alone  on  the  co.urfe  remaining  for  me 
to  take.  Neverthelefs,  having  a  difliculty  to  con- 
ceive that  a  pafiion,  which  I  looked  upon  as  an  irre- 
gularity and  licentioufi.tfs  of  an  idle  youth,  could 
hold  out  a  long  time  in  a  mind  fo  tender  as  Pa- 
trick's atrainfl  all  t^e  reafnnq  which  I  had  given 
him,  IcxlToTTcd  him,  witnout  glvflig"  a1  ful 
twer  to  what  I  had  advanced,  to  meditate  well  up- 
on an  affair  «f  fuch  importance.  I  have  obtained 
the  permifiion  of  feeing  you,  faid  I,  raifing  my  voice 
fo  as  to  be  Heard  by  tiie  mellenger,  this  is  in  effect 
to  declare,  that  it  is  not  thought  fit  to  treat  you  wicli 
rigcur.     The  confideration    for  which  you  are  in  euf- 

ii  not   importunate,  Gncc  this  honed  man  dues 

ike   from    us  the  liberty  of  converting  together. 

.  return  to  you  again  to-day. 
fvC~tcd  alfo  not  to  open  myfelf  on  the  troubles 
of  Rofe,  that  I  might  leave  him  in  poffefnon  of  all 
nefs,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  power- 
ful  perfuanve  to  a  heart  fuch  ai  his.  My  deugn 
wa«  not  hfs  in  going  from  tfee  caillc  to  take  juft 
meafurca    for    ;  a    moderate    fum    f<»r    my 

lifter.     This   was   the   hrpe  I  had  cf  feeing  Sarah's 

d<  li ]:••; 
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defire3  fucceed,  which  had  engaged  me  more  than 
necefiity  to  receive  her  money  ;  for  I  had  enough  of 
my  own  remaining  to  make  head  againft  my  embar- 
rafments,  at  leaft  on  one  fide  of  them,  and  I  did  not 
at  all  defpair  of  finding  other  aids  from  the  gene- 
rofity  of  fome  friends,  with  whom  I  had  always  lived 
in  greater  friendihip  than  with  the  Fincers.  I  then 
quitted  Patrick,  without  having  him  any  other  fubjccl: 
for  reflection  than  the  advantages  I  had  propoied, 
and  his  alarms  for  his  fitter.  But  a  cruel  incident, 
againft  which  all  the  integrity  of  my  views  could  not 
before  hand  fortify  me,  at  one  ftroke  augmented  my 
grief,   and  was  near  destroying  all   my  hopes. 

Dilnick,  whom  1  left  alone,  did  not  think  that  the 
adventure  he  had  related  to  me  was  a  reafon  for  con- 
cealing himfelf  in  fuch  a  town  as  Dublin.  Change 
of  drefs,  and  the  care  he  had  taken  to  choo'fe  a 
lodging  far  from  the  caille,  appeared  to  hire  to  be 
two  fufficicnt  fecurities.  Without  other  precautions, 
he  employed  the  time  of  my  abfence  in  viliting  his 
friends,  who  lived  in  feveral  quarters  of  the  town. 
The  daughter  of  the  keeper  whom  he  had  poniarded, 
this  fame  miftrefs,  whom  he  pretended  to  marry,  dif* 
covered  him  in  his  paffing  through  a  by-iheet;  and, 
joining  to  the  vengeance  of  her  father  a  refentment 
for  her  own  fhame,  flic  refolved  at  any  expence  to 
deliver  him  up  tojuilice.  Dilnick  was  in  a  coach; 
file  determined  to  follow  him  on  foot  for  a  good  part 
of  the  day,  until  being  fully  fatisfied  of  tilt  place  of 
his  lodgings,  {he  thought  to  have  him  arretted  at  a  fure 
blow,  i  arrived  from  the  caille,  to  confult  with  him 
upon  the  ihorteft  way  of  getting  a  bill  of  exchange 
on  Paris.  I  had  fcarce  began  to  tell  him  my  mind, 
before  a  noife,  occafioned  by  the  refinance  of  our 
ferrants,  made  us  fear  fome  inful".  I  put  Dilnick  in 
mind,  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  but  for  himfelf? 
and  I  advifed  him  to  fee u re  himfelf  by  flight,  without 
making  an  account  how  he  might  be  prepared  for  an 
ufelefs  defence.  He  followed  my  advice  fo  luckily, 
that  efcaping  through  a  window  that  looked  into  the 
garden,  he    had    time  to  remove    himfelf  from    that 

quarter, 


The  Dean  of  Coleraine.  171 

quarter,  before  they  were  in  readinefs  to  purfue 
him. 

In  the  mean  time  the  noife  increafing  by  the 
cries  of  the  guard,  who  threatened  to  force  the  doors, 
I  preferred  myfelf  before  them,  to  know  the  cauie. 
I  underftood  from  my  fervants,  that  at  the  fight  alone 
of  many  people  armed,  they  had  chofe  to  break  down 
a  ftrong  door  that  was  feparated  from  our  apartment. 
This  precaution  faved  Dilnick,  who  had  time  enough 
to  take  refuge  with  one  of  his  friends.  As  to  me, 
have  nothing  to  fear,  I  gave  orders  to  my  people  to 
open  the  doors;  and  appearing  before  the  guard,  I  com- 
plained of  the  trouble  they  had  given  me.  The  of- 
ficer made  me  no  other  anfwer,  but  that  he  had  a 
warrant  from  the  viceroy  to  arrefl  an  enemy  of  the 
government,  and  to  feize  every  thing  that  he  found 
|n  the  fame  chamber.  This  commifiion,  which  wa3 
red  in  no  other  terms,  was  executed  on  the 
Although  the  officer,  who  had  made  inquiries 
ii  1  he  houfe,  was  furprifed  to  find  me  alone,  yet 
he  was  fatisfied  to  make  an  exact  fearch  through  all 
the  clofets,  and  neither  hearkening  to  my  j unifica- 
tions nor  complaints,  he  lodged  me  in  the  cattle  pri- 
fon,  whilfl  my  trunks  as  well  as  thofe  of  Dilnick  were 
carried  to  the  viceroy's. 

We  had  luckily  nothing  in  our  cuftody  but  Fin- 
cer's  letter,  which  I  had  got  from  his  daughter. 
This  reflection  fupported  a  little  my  fpirits ;  and 
reafonably  imagining  that  the  name  of  Dilnick  had 
not  even  been  mentioned  in  the  former  adventure, 
I  flattered-  myfelf  that  fince  the  accufation  of  hii 
enemy  could  not  be  verified  by  his  prefence,  it  would 
fa!',  to  the  ground  of  itfelf,  together  with  all  pur- 
fuilg  for  jufticc.  I  forefaw  alfo  that  it  would  cod  my 
fincerity  fomethii.g  in  anfwering  roundly  upon  :i  v 
examination  ;  but  I  was  in  hopes  of  eluding  all 
qucflions,  by  protcfting  that  I  never  had  any  acquain- 
tance with  Dilnick,  and  l>y  proving  the  lame  by  the 
'livers  men  of  honour,  with  whom  I 
Q  familiarity  j  that  I  did  not  know  him  above 
layt.     This    manner  of  defending  myfelf  mii;ht 
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alfo  ferve  to  render  his  enemy  fufpec"ted  of  impof- 
ture,  and  of  having  given  too  light  a  credit  to  her 
ill  will;  feeing  that  not  having  any  proofs  to  give  of 
her  accufation,  it  would  be  natural,  in  an  affair  that 
reflected  on  the  honour  of  a  man  of  rank,  to  have 
the  matter  related  rather  from  appearances  favourable 
to  him,  than  from  the  depolitions  of  a  daughter  with- 
out reputation  and  without  notice.  The  remem- 
brance of  Rofc  was  then  the  only  weight  under  which 
my  imagination  could  not  be  comforted.  The  in- 
flances  of  Patrick,  and  his  equivocal  expreflions,  re- 
turned into  my  mind,  and  having  too  great  a  bias  to 
magnify  the  dangers  by  my  fears,  I  made  bitter  la- 
mentations to  heaven  all  night  of  the  obftacles 
which  hindered  me  from  giving  that  fuccour  to  vir- 
tue which  I  had  intended. 

It  happened  neverthelefs,  as  I  had  forefeen,  that 
this  affair  took  a  happy  turn.  The  viceroy  was 
furprifed  to  find  that  it  was  I  who  was  arretted.  He 
found  fo  little  refemblance  of  truth  in  the  infor- 
mation given,  that  without  making  any  further  in- 
quiry, he  reproached  them  with  having  made  an  in- 
confiderate  ftep,  which  he  thought  himfelf  obliged 
to  make  amends  for  by  many  apologies.  Fincer's 
letter  helped  to  confirm  him  in  this  difpofition,  and 
to  infpire  him  with  favourable  thoughts  of  Patrick. 
The  day  following,  he  ordered  the  door  of  my  pri- 
fon  to  be  fet  open,  with  a  civil  compliment  for  the 
error  into  which  he  had  been  precipitately  thrown. 
The  firft  ufe  I  made  of  my  liberty  was  to  go  and 
return  him  thanks.  He  renewed  his  excufes,  and 
fpeaking  to  me  of  Fincer's  letter,  he  teftifled  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  he  had  to  find  therein  an  infight  into  fome- 
thing  that  might  be  improved  to  the  advantage  of 
my  family,  and  the  juftification  of  my  brother.  In 
fine,  whether  it  hsppened  that  he  had  not  fully  com- 
prehended the  firft  account  given  by  thofe  who  ar- 
retted me,  and  that  the  fhame  alone  of  having  troubled 
me  out  of  feafon,  made  him  reject  all  other  explana- 
tions, or  whether  he  was  at  the  bottom  pleafed  to  have 
found  a  pretext   not   to   revive   an   affair  which  had 

been 
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been  burled,  he  did  not  afk  me  the  lcaft  queftion  of 
what  related  to  Dilnick.  It  was  then  pubUfhed  abroad 
as  certain  news  in  Dublin,  that  I  had  been  unjuftly 
arretted  upon  a  ridiculous  accufation,  and  Dilnick.  was 
fo  lucky  as  not  to  have  his  name  fo  much  as  menti- 
oned in  the  whole  proceedings. 

Who  would  not  have  imagined  that  my  troubles 
were  near  an  end,  or  at  leall  that  I  was  freed  from 
the  principal  embarrafments  that  caufed  them?  I  was 
of  the  fame*  opinion  myfelf;  and,  prefied  by  the  re- 
membrance of  Rofe,  I  did  not  lofe  a  moment  in 
going  to  my  lodgings,  whither  the  viceroy  allured  me 
my  trunks  had  been  fent  back  by  his  orders.  They 
were  there  indeed  ;  but  my  money  was  vaniihed.  I 
had  a  difficulty  to  believe  my  eyes  or  my  memoran- 
dnmi.  I  was  neverthelcfs  convinced,  that  not  only 
the  main  part  of  my  wealth,  but  even  the  thoufand 
crowns  that  I  had  carried  the  day  before  to  the 
caftle,  ought  to  be  in  a  leathern  bag,  wherein  I  had 
put  it  on  my  return.  I  was  no  lefs  certain  that  I  had 
locked  up  the  bag  in  my  trunk,  and  that  it  was  car- 
ried out  of  my  fight  by  the  viceroy's  guards. 
Without  queftion  it  was  in  the  fame  hands  that  car- 
ried it  away  from  my  lodgings,  and  it  was  manifeit  I 
could  accufe  no- body  but  them,  and  that  they  ought 
to  be  rcfponfible  to  me  for  it.  I  hadfome  hopes  how- 
ever that  my  complaints  would  be  heard,  and  that 
the  juftice  of  the  viceroy  would  order  the  rcftitu- 
tion  of  what  I  was  robbed  of  without  his  directions.  I 
returned  immediately  to  the  palace,  left;  moved  by  a 
resentment  for  my  lofs,  than  for  a  thoufand  fright- 
ful ideas  that  already  tormented  me  on  account  of 
what  was  to  come.  The  viceroy,  being  acquainted 
with  the  roguery  of  his  guards,  in  a  fierce  tone 
the  fame  moment  ordered  thole  who  had  the  charge 
of  my  trunks  to  be  taken  into  cullody.  But  his 
paint  were  ufclefs.  Prcfent  death  would  not  have 
made  thefe  milerablc  wretches,  who  valued  money 
more  than  life,  let  ^o  their  booty.  They  were  ex- 
ceeding faithful  to  each  other  in  the  execution  of  the 
•/iUany.  One  could  not  draw  out  the  leall  coi.fcflion 
H*  to 
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to  expofe  them  to  any  judicial  proceeding.  They  re- 
folutely  protefted  that  the  trunks  had  not  been  open- 
ed till  they  were  delivered  at  the  palace,  and  that  the 
viceroy  having  looked  into  them  with  his  own  eyes, 
it  was  from  him  an  account  ought  to  be  demanded  of 
what  was  loft. 

This  infoience,  which  alone  would  have  deferved 
punifhment  in  another  nation,  and  which  could  not 
be  conceived  but  by  fuch  as  were  acquainted  with 
the  character  of  the  populace  in  Ireland,  had  not 
then  lefs  fuccefs,  than  the  misfortunes  which  threat- 
ened me.  The  viceroy  told  me  with  fome  little 
peevifhnefs,  that  he  was  vexed  at  my  lofs,  but  that 
I  ought  not  to  accufe  any-body  but  myfelf ;  and  that 
to  be  in  a  condition  to  require  reparation  accord- 
ing to  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  laws,  it  was  necef- 
fary,  that  the  moment  I  had  been  arrefted  by  his 
guards  I  mould  have  declared,  that  I  had  fuch  a  fum 
in  my  trunk,  of  which  I  accufed  them  to  have  rob- 
bed me.  He  gave  me  even  to  underftand,  that  not 
being  able  to  convict  them  by  any  proof,  I  might 
fear  that  they  would  vex  me  in  their  turn,  for  demand- 
ing a  reparation  for  a  complaint  which  they  might 
treat  as  a  calumny. 

This  was  as  much  as  to  declare  to  me,  that  it  was 
time  to  put  an  end  to  my  purfuits  ;  for  the  tefti- 
mony  of  Dilnick,  which  would  have  ferved  as  a 
proof  of  the  truth,  was  not  any  help  to  which  I 
could  think  of  having  refource.  I  had  power  enough 
over  my  heart  at  lead  to  fuffer  me  fo  to  improve  my 
misfortunes,  as  to  be  a  new  reafon  of  indulgence, 
which  mould  oblige  a  lord  as  generous  as  the  vice- 
roy not  to  fuffer  Patrick  to  languifh  under  too  tedious 
an  expectation  of  his  lot.  He  appeared  to  have  a 
juft  fenfe  of  this  motive,  and  I  went  away  fatisfied 
with  his  promifes.  But  it  proved  a  feeble  confolation 
when  being  retired  within  myfelf  1  endured  the  re- 
united aflaults  of  a  thoufand  paffions,  which  I  had 
not  before  felt,  and  which  joined  themfelves  to  thofe 
of  which  I  had  already  experienced  the  full  force. 
My  inquietude  for  Rofe  and  Patrick  was  by  no  means 
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the  principal  torment  that  affaulted  my  heart.  My 
thoughts  were  employed  on  the  generous  Sarah, 
whofe  advances  were  fo  unhappily  fruftrated,  and 
who  with  her  affectionate  hopes  loft  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney which  (lie  might  have  thought  better  employed. 
I  thought  of  my  Tel  f,  who  was  loaded  with  two  forts 
of  debts,  neither  of  which  I  could  fee  any  appear- 
ance of  fatisfying  ;  that  of  honour,  which  obliged 
me  to  the  restitution  of  a  loan,  which  all  my  par- 
fimony  would  not  for  a  long  time  equal  the  value ; 
and  that  of  gratitude,  which  Patrick's  refufal  would 
never  fuffer  me  to  difcharge.  What  opinion  would 
Sarah  have  of  my  adventure  ?  Plow  would  me  be 
perfuaded  that  her  money  had  flipped  through  me 
hands,  and  that  (he  had  no  more  profit  to  hope  from 
her  tendernefs  and  generofity  ?  But  fuppofing  that 
by  a  long  denying  of  myfelf  necefTaries  I  might  at 
laft  difcharge  the  firtt  of  thofe  two  debts,  what  would 
become  of  Rofe,  to  whom  I  fhould  bereave  myfelf  of 
the  power  to  afford  the  leaft  help  ?  There  remained 
only  for  her  the  aflittance  of  heaven  ;  but  how  has 
{he  deferved  it,  fays  I,  by  her  inclinations  after  the 
vain  occupations  of  the  world,  and  her  refinance  to 
my  advice  !  And  from  whatever  caufe  her  fall  pro- 
ceeds, is  it  then  lef3  terrible  to  me,  whether  I  lillen 
to  honour,  or  confult  nothing  but  religion  ? 

I  patted  one  part  of  the  day  agitated,  by  thefe 
reflections,  and  nothing  appeared  proper  for  calm- 
ing my  mind,  when  I  received  a  billet  by  the  hands 
of  an  unknown  perfon,  who  had  not  a  word  to  lay 
in  explanation  of  his  commiflion.  I  was  troubled  to 
receive  it;  but  in  whatever  obfeurity  it  was  couched, 
I  had  not  read  two  lines  of  it  before  1  difedvered  that 
it  came  from  Dilnick,  who  by  experience  thought  him- 
fclf  under  a  neeefiity  of  making  ufe  of  the  g:< 
precautions.  He  obferved  to  mc,  that  being  con- 
cealed in  the  houfc  of  a  faithful  friend,  he  hud  bo  B 
acquainted  with  all  the  train  of  our  adventures; 
that  he  was  informed  in  the  laft  place  of  the  lofs  of 
my  money  ;  but  looking  upon  this  as  the  lcaft  of  OUT 
misfortunes,  he  exhorted  me  to  arm  myfdf,  with  for- 
H  3  titudc, 
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titudc,  and  to  depend  upon  new  afiiftances,  which  he 
had  prepared  himfelf  to  provide  for  me  ;  that  being 
bound  fo  near  by  blood  to  Sarah,  he  had  already  con- 
ceived for  Patrick  all  thofe  fentiments  which  he 
thought  due  to  the  hufband  of  fo  dear  a  relation  ; 
that  he  was  without  children,  and  not  thinking  his 
ertate  could  be  better  employed,  he  was  refolved  to 
fell  a  part  of  it  to  fupply  my  lofs  ;  that  he  thought 
this  way  more  eligible  than  that  of  felling  Sarah's 
plate  or  diamonds,  and  the  rather  as  fuch  a  talc  would 
be  drawn  out  into  length,  and  that  he  could  in  a  mo- 
ment finifh  his  own  to  one  of  his  friends,  to  whom 
)ie  had  already  propofed  it.  The  conclufion  of  the 
letter  contained  other  teftimonies  of  his  zeal,  and 
fome  advice,  which  might  forward  Patrick's  liber- 
ty. I  obierved,  added  he  in  a  poftfeript,  yefterday 
our  difappointment  to  Sarah  ;  but  I  have  not  thought 
it  proper  to-day  to  inform  her  of  the  robbery  commit- 
ed  on  you,  and  I  requeft  you  to  ufe  the  fame  dif- 
cretion. 

This  was  a  new  fubjec"l  for  gratitude  ;  but  fuch 
an  one  as  could  not  but  help  to  redouole  the  tor- 
ments of  my  heart.  I  did  net  hefitate  what  an- 
fwer  I  ou^ht  to  give  to  this  intimation  ;  it  contained 
a  preffing  intreaty  not  to  undertake  any  thing  with- 
out firft  receiving  fome  explications,  which  I  had  pro- 
mifed  to  fend  him  in  our  firit  interview;  and  com- 
mending his  prudence  in  not  committing  the  place  of 
It  is  retreat  to  a  letter,  1  fupplied  him  with  a  me- 
thod by  which  he  might  let  me  fee  him  without  the 
kaft  danger  of  a  difcovery.  During  the  ardour  of 
my  inclinations,  infpircd  by  fo  much  generofity,  I  in- 
tended to  have  gone  immediately  to  Coleraine,  and  I 
employed  all  my  credit  for  raifing  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, though  it  was  by  mortgaging  the  lad  of  my 
perfonal  eftate,  and  all  the  income  of  my  benefice: 
But  as  I  could  never  reckon  to  make  my  borrowings 
amount  to  ten  thoufand  franks,  fo  I  could  not  for- 
get of  what  importance  it  was  to  Patrick  that  I  mould 
be  in  Dublin  when  he  was  brought  to  his  firtt  exami- 
nation.      The    quicknefa    or    delay    of    proceedings 
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feeraed  to  me  to  depend  on  this  fcene,  and  it  would 
have  rended  my  heart  to  be  feparated  from  him  with- 
out knowing  what  he  had  to  fear  or  hope. 

I  did  not  let  a  day  pafs  over  without  returning 
to  his  prifon,  as  much  to  deliver  him  from  the  in- 
quietude he  might  fuffer  the  day  before  in  net  feeing 
me  according  to  my  promife,  as  to  draw  from  him 
politive  explications  of  the  fituation  of  Rufe.  I 
had  fome  hopes  alfo  from  my  lad  perfuafions,  and 
from  fo  many  preffiag  motives,  which  I  'had  'eft  to 
time  to  ripen.  In  regard  to  his  filter,  he  repeated 
to  me,  that   her    principal    fear  con  filled  in   'he    ad- 

drefTes  and  intrigues  of  the  duke  of  ,  v  ho  had 

in  a  manner  propofed  to  her  the  ruin  of  her  ch 
and  honour:  But  I  yet  knew  that  he  d 
one  part  of  his  fentiments,  and  I  was  the  m 
of  a  danger  which  he  was  obflinate  in  difgtiifiog  from 
me.  I  received  no  more  fati 8 faction  from  the  fecond 
of  my  defires.  He  forrowfully  renewed  to  me  what 
lie  had  before  fai.l,  with  the  fame  requeil  to  abandon 
him  to  hh  unhappy  lot  It  was  not  yet  time  to  dis- 
cover to  him  all  Ctrcumfta  ices  that  he  was  ignorant 
of;  bit  i  a  Ided  to  thofe  reafons  which  I  knew  were 
capable  of  touching  his  heart,  diver*  confiderations 
taken  even  from  the  acknowledgments  he  had  made 
me.  Confider,  iay.->  T,  that  your  Julia  is  raviihed 
from  you  without  hopes  of  her  coming  back  ;  that 
you  are. ignorant  even  of  the  place  of  her  abode  ; 
that  fhc  is  in  the  cuftody  of  her  father,  who  hates 
you,  wlio  has  defined  her  for  another  fpoufe,  who 
'ready  compelled  her,  perhaps,  to  receive  him  ; 
id  fine,  that  you  have  nothing  to  promjle  yourfelf 
from  her  tendcrnefs,  nor  from  your .  lie  in- 
terrupted me  in  fhedding  fome  teari  :  You  count  my 
troubles,  fay3  he,  but  this  id  not  a  remedy  proper  to 
cure  them. 

I  (hould  have  defpaircd  of  vauquifhing  him,    if  the 

truft    1    had    in  the  power  of  heaven    had   not    made 

me  reflect  continually,    that  the  hearts  of  men  are  in 

hands,   and  that  he  may  change  them  at  his 

pleafurc.       Our  misfortunes   fecmed    to    mc    to    be 
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worthy  of  his  pity  ;  and  feeing  nothing  but  the 
marriage  of  Patrick  that  could  repair  them,  I  waited 
for  it  as  a  favour  from  his  goodnefs,  in  which  ne- 
verthelefs  I  was  prepared  to  fee  it  fail  with  fuch  re- 
fixation  as  men  have  under  misfortunes  of  which 
they  do  not  fee  the  caufe,  and  which  religion  alone 
teaches  them  to  bear  without  murmuring.  What 
courfe  mould  I  take  under  this  cruel  fuppofition  ?  I 
would  throw  myfelf  at  Sarah's  knees,  at  the  rifque 
perhaps  of  dying  there  for  grief;  I  would  confefs 
unto  her  the  unfortunate  iffue  of  her  love  and  ge- 
nerofity  ;  I  would  fubmit  to  her  difpofal  my  life, 
which  was  not  the  obje&  moft  dear  to  me,  and 
the  fmall  (hare  of  worldly  fubftance  I  enjoy  ;  arid  if 
the  goodnefs  of  her  heart  mould  leave  me  both,  I 
would  fly  to  Parts,  and  there  offer  a-new  the  facrifice 
of  them  to  Rofe,  without  any  other  condition  than 
that  of  her  loving  virtue,  and  fometimes  following  my 
advice.  I  took  fpecial  care  not  to  communicate 
thefe  notions  to  Dilnick,  whom  I  faw  next  day. 
He  had  fatisfied  my  requeft,  by  informing  me  only 
fimply  of  the  name  and  habitation  of  his  friend. 
I  conceived  the  meaning  of  this  addrefs,  and  not 
neglecting  any  precaution,  I  made  many  turnings 
and  windings  about  the  ftreets  before  I  appeared  at 
the  place  which  he  had  named  to  me.  He  received 
me  with  a  joy  which  gave  me  room  to  expect  fome 
favourable  news.  In  reality,  getting  the  ftart  of 
me  immediately,  I  am  not  much  delayed,  fays  he,  by 
the  difficulties  you  threw  in  my  way  ;  for,  fearing 
to  fail  of  an  opportunity  which  might  not  offer  every 
day,  I  have  fold  to  my  landlord  a  part  of  my 
eflate,  although  he  knew  it,  added  he  laughing,  I 
have  gained  fomething  by  this  march,  for  I  have 
drawn  from  him  fifteen  thdufand  franks  for  what 
was  never  yet  valued  at  more  than  thirteen  or  four- 
teen thoufand.  As  I  exclaimed  upon  this  ilep,  and 
treated  it  as  unprofitable  and  inconfiderate.  You  do 
not  know,  fays  he,  in  what  a  happy  point  (which 
we  yet  durft  not  even  hope  for  after  fo  many  tra- 
verfes)  our  affairs,  are  about  to   terminate  ;  and  do 
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not  reproach  me  with  having  been  too  quick,  for 
it  is  to  this  diligence  that  I  owe  all  our  good  for- 
tune, which  can  now  no  longer  fail  us.  He  con- 
tinued to  apprife  me,  that  thinking  himfelf  in  a 
condition  to  attempt  fomething  with  his  money,  he 
had  gone  that  morning  to  the  prefident  of  the  com- 
mittee eftabliihed  by  the  court  for  the  fettlement  of 
the  late  troubles,  and  before  whom  Patrick's  affair 
was  to  be  tried  ;  that  not  being  known  to  him  he 
paffed  without  fear  for  a  gentleman  of  our  family  ; 
that  in  the  firft  opening  of  ihe  difcourfe  he  plainly 
understood,  that  no  certain  fa<5l  was  aUedged  againft 
Patrick,  and  that  he  was  questioned  only  upon  bare 
fufpicion  ;  but  apprehending  that  it  would  at  leaft 
take  up  a  good  deal  of  time  to  clear  the  matter, 
he  judged  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear  but  delays  in 
bringing  it  to  a  hearing,  and  the  dureffe  of  a  prifon, 
of  which  perhaps  we  could  not  yet  fee  an  end  ;  that 
it  would  be  hazardous  to  found  the  prefident  above- 
board,  and  therefore  without  defiring  any  favour  for 
the  criminal,  he  had  requefted  on  the  contrary  that 
the  ftri&efl  feverity  might  be  ufed  in  the  inquiry  and 
judgment,  provided  they  were  made  with  expedition  ; 
that  he  added  only,  that  being  perfuaded  that  this 
favour  depended  on  him,  if  it  could  be  thought  no 
injury  to  his  duty,  he  would  without  difficulty  pro- 
pofe  to  him  fome  motives  which  might  be  agreeable 
to  his  confeience,  and  pofiibly  beneficial  to  his  af- 
fairs ;  in  fine,  that  he  had  talked  to  him  of  a  thou- 
fand  pillules,  which  fhould  be  ready  laid  down  that 
mo-iient  ;  that  upon  ttifl  propofal  the  match  was 
concluded,  under  one  condition  only,  that  if  nothing 
appeared  againll  Patrick,  he  fhould  be  Get  at  liberty 
before  the  end  of  the  month.  This  prornife  was 
performed  on  the  fpot  by  Dihiiek's  paying  ten  thou' 
fand  livres  which  he  had  in  gold  ;  and  as  he  ap- 
peared to  be  a  man  of  discretion  in  tlie'way  he  took 
to  bind  the  bargain,  the  prefident  Undertook  the 
execution  of  it.  I  am  going,  fays  Dilnick,  to  tell 
this  happy  news  to  Sarah,  and  on  your  fid 
i»av  .ate  it  to  Patrick. 
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Tin's  relation  was  not  fo  long  as  to  give  me  time 
to  come  out  of  my  furprife,  or  to  put  my  anfwer  in 
better  ojder  than  my  thoughts.  I  perceived  my 
heart  to  beat  with  fear  and  confufion.  But  why 
are  you  m  fuch  hafte  ?  fays  I,  without  being  deter- 
mined on  what  I  mould  fay  ;  Why  do  you  not  at- 
tend to  what  I  am  come  to  talk  to  you  about  ?  Have 
you  fold  your  ettate,  continued  I,  with  the  fame  em- 
barrafment,  to  ferve  ftrangers,  nay,  without  confult- 
ing  them,  without  knowing  whether  they  are  in  a 
condition  to  fatisfy  advances  and  generofities  of  this 
nature  ?  If  this,  replied  Dilnick,  be  the  only  dif- 
ficulty you  labour  under,  you  may  be  pacified,  and 
have  no  more  diilurbance  for  an  acknowledgment, 
which  I  mail  not  impofe  on  you  as  an  obligation  for 
the  benefit.  Sarah  muft  inherit  my  eftate,  What 
fignifies  it  whether  (he  enters  into  polTeflion  to-day 
or  after  my  death  ?  feeing  I  mall  have  enough  re- 
maining to  live  on  with  comfort.  I  know,  added  he, 
that  I  fnall  pleafe  her  by  this  tender  mark  of  my 
affection,  and  that  fhe  will  prefer  the  fervice  I  went  to 
do  her  to  my  whole  inheritance. 

Touched  yet  more  with  thefe  fentiments  than  with 
their  effects,  I  made  no  reply,  but  by  acknowledging 
that  I  put  a  jutl  value  on  them  ;  and  taking  my 
leave  of  Dilnick  under  fome  pretence,  I  went  im- 
mediately to  the  caftle  with  as  much  alacrity  as  I 
was  capable  of.  But  my  impatience  fuffered  greatly 
by  the  compafs  I  was  oblip;ed  to  take,  in  order  to 
have  the  attendance  of  the  flate  melTenger.  Every 
moment  of  delay  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  lofs  to  the 
honour  of  Patrick,  to  my  own,  to  the  tendernefs 
of  my  heart,  in  fine,  to  all  that  I  held  moll  dear  and 
facred. 

It  is  no  longer  time,  fays  I  to  Patrick  at  my  firft 
entrance,  to  Hand  upon  terms,  nor  to  liflen  to  a  vain 
love,  when  you  ought  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of 
honour.  And  relating  to  him  all  the  rights  which 
the  Fincers  family  had  acquired  over  him,  fee,  fays  I 
with  vehemence,  to  what  you  oppofe  your  pretexts  and 
excufes.     If  one  had   offered   you,  with  a   heart   fa 
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noble,  a  forbidding  face,  or  any  other  deformity  of 
body  or  mind,  I  might  perhaps  lament  the  neceffity, 
to  which  however  you  would  not  be  lefs  obliged  to- 
fubrait.  But  birth,  beauty,  riches,  united  to  all  the 
good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  are  not  indeed  an 
offer  that  merits  your  difdain.  In  a  word,  you  are 
bound,  you  have  no  more  the  liberty  of  choice  left 
you.  Accufe  if  you  will  the  caprice  of  your  fortune, 
which  in  fpite  of  you  makes  you  a  fiave  to  the  good- 
nefs  of  another,  and  bewail  your  excefs  of  happinefs, 
to  which  my  pains  have  not  contributed  mere  than 
yours  ;  but  even  this  complaint  ought  to  be  buried 
in  the  bottom  of  your  heart,  and  you  cannot  be  de- 
ficient in  love  and  gratitude  for  Sarah,  without  over- 
whelming yourfelf  with  eternal  ignominy.  I  fet  no 
more  value,  added  I,  on  the  confiderations  whick 
were  heretofore  taken  on  our  proper  interelts  ;  it  is 
your  bufincfs  to  fee  whether  they  have  loft  their  force, 
and  in  what  point  the  misfortunes  of  Rofe  may  move 
you. 

He  liftened  to  me  with  his  eyes  caft  down,  and 
with  more  agitation  than  if  he  had  been  hearing  the 
fentence  of  his  judges  :  You  (ink  me  down,  fays  he 
path  impatience  ;  and  you  are  in  concert  with  thofe 
who  feck  my  ruin.  I  know  Sarah  Finccr.  I  confefs 
all  you  have  faid  of  her  charms.  But  if  I  ought  to 
edeem  her  merit,  and  fhew  my  gratitude  for  her 
great  benefits,  I  am  not  obliged  by  any  right  to  fur- 
render  myfelf  up  to  her  views,  and  to  make  myklf 
the  vicrim  of  an  inclination  with  which  I  never  had 
a  defign  of  infpiring  her.  If  (he  demands  nothing 
but  my  life,  I  will  not  difpute  it  with  her.  You  re- 
quire for  her  a  heart,  which  is  no  longer  mine  ;  and 
when  the  mod  invincible  reafons  fliall  compel  me  to 
accept  the  offer  of  her  hand,  I  p.-rccive  that  all  her 
charms  will  never  obtain  of  me  that  which  I  am  no 
longer  mailer  of  to  giant.  i  anfwered  him,  that 
honour  and  habit  would  make  up  for  the  vivaeitv 
of  inclination  ;   and  that  c(Ui  .  the  moll  folic! 

found ition  of  marriage,    he   would    find   in  il   a  per- 
petual   fourcc    in  the  merit  which  he  hinifdf   attri- 
buted 
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buted  to  his  fpoufe.  As  to  the  anfwers  by  which  be 
thought  Jo  fatisfy  my  importunity,  I  reproached  him 
with  ingratitude  ;  and  entering  into  a  detail  of  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  conduct  and  generofity  of 
Sarah,  I  reduced  him  to  the  pafs  of  acknowledging 
with  a  figh,  that  (he  merited  the  adorations  of  a  free 
heart :  Alas  !  cried  he  out,  that  it  is  not  pufSble  for 
me  to  love  !  I  thought  him  daggered.  However, 
being  willing  to  fpare  as  well  his  health  as  his  repofe, 
which  had  fufFered  much  in  fo  (harp  a  conflict,  I  put 
off  any  further  proceedings  to  the  fequel  of  fomc 
other  difcourfes. 

My  reafons  could  not  but  receive  ftrength 
from  day  to  day  by  new  events.  Dilnick,  atten- 
tive to  his  undertaking,  gave  fo  little  intermiffion  to 
the  prefident,  that  the  day  after  he  obliged  him  to 
affemble  his  committee,  with  the  participation  of  the 
viceroy,  to  begin  the  examination.  All  Patrick's 
crime  confuted  in  his  being  the  fon  of  a  father,  whom 
the  falfe  depofitions  of  Fincer  had  made  fufpe&ed  ; 
they  had  nothing  to  objtft  to  him  but  the  fame  fu- 
fpicions,  founded  upon  the  choice  he  had  made  of  for- 
faking  Ireland,,  and  making  his  abode  in  France, 
from  whence  they  fuppofed  he  might  have  come  back* 
in  order  to  carry  on  fome  defigns  againfl  the  (late. 
He  explained  the  motives  of  his  departure,  and  the 
reafons  of  his  return,  with  all  the  fimplicity  and 
plainnefs  that  goes  along  with  innocence.  The 
modefty  and  candour  painted  in  his  face  fixed  the 
committee  in  his  intereft.  The  prefident,  being  dif* 
pofed  in  reality  to  ferve  him,  made  remarks  on  the 
juftice  and.  clearnefs  of  his  anfwers,  and  having  art- 
fully brought  about  a  difcourfe  upon  the  zeal  due  to 
the  ftate,  he  obferved,  that  to  fulfil  fo  juft  a  debt* 
it  was  not  necefTary  to  wound  others,  by  lightly  ex- 
pofing  the  honour  of  an  infinite  number  of  perfons 
diftinguimed  by  their  merit  and  birth,  and  in  building 
upon  the  weakeft  appearances  to  itrike  at  their  li- 
berty. Fincer's  letter,  which  was  communicated  to 
the  affembly  by  the  viceroy,  came  in  very  feafonably 
to-  confirm  this,   favourable    difpofition.      The  hand- 
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writing  of  this  gentleman  was  well  known.  It  could 
not  reasonably  appear  that  he  was  gained  over  by  us 
to  give  a  teftimony  of  this  nature  ;  and  as  he  ap- 
peared capable  of  perjuring  himfelf  fuccefiively  on 
both  fides  of  the  queftion,  it  was  plain,  that  from 
Denmark,  where  he  was  known  to  have  taken  re- 
fuge, there  could  not  go  and  come  letters  and  an- 
fwen  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace.  There  was  no  body,  who 
feeing  this  examination  take  fo  fortunate  a  turn  in 
the  firft  deliberation,  but  what  judged  well  of  what 
was  to  come.  Dilnick  had  fome  difcourfe  with  the 
prefident  after  the  rifing  of  the  committee,  and  I 
obtained  on  my  fide  an  audience  of  the  viceroy. 
The  anfwers  we  received  each  of  us  agreed  fo  well 
in  our  favour,  that  we  had  no  doubt  of  the  mod 
fpeedy  refult  to  our  defires. 

Patrick  was  the  only  perfon  who  appeared  infen- 
fible  of  the  approach  of  his  liberty.  He  began  to 
look  on  his  engagements  with  Sarah  as  a  chain> 
which  he  mould  find  a  difficulty  to  break  ;  and  this 
thought  had  fo  ahli&cd  him,  that  he  could  not  be 
more  charged  by  fome  days  ficknefs.  Though  the 
caufe  of  this  alteration  could  not  efcape  mc,  yet  I 
affe&ed  to  afcribe  it  to  the  trouble  his  examination 
oven  him  ;  and  overcoming  my  own  vexation 
arifing  from  his  pain,  undv-r  the  perfuafio:i  that  I  was 
labouring  folidly  fur  his  happinefs,  I  had  the  firm- 
nefs  to  renew  my  persecutions,  and  to  recover  him  to 
it y  with  :.  -or  than  ever.      He  could  not 

difpenfe  with  vifuing  Dilnick  upon  his  getting  out  of 
prifoii.     1  fed,  that  tho'  he  had  not  in  the  letft 

i  -jpugnances,  yet   he  could  not  have  fo 

.  weaknefs  as  to  make  it  vifiblc  that  he  thought 
himfelf  led  to  execution,  and  that  he  would  not  give 
caufe  to  our  b'.nefadlorii  to  be  difplcafed  at  feeing  him 
accept  with  fo  ill  a  grace  a  favour  that  feemed  to 
merit  all  forts  of  forward nefs*  J  foared  no  pains  to 
r  into  the  fame  views,  and  I  continued 
the    following   days  to    urge   him    to   it    without  any 

on. 
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The  unexpected  arrival  of  Sarah  Fincer  enflamed 
jnorc  and  more  my  zeal  for  their  common  happinefs. 
She  began  her  journey  upon  receiving  Dilnick's  firft 
letter  ;  and  expecting  to  find  us,  him  in  his  fanctuary* 
and  me  in  a  prifon  as  clofe  as  my  brother,  me  had 
fcraped  together  in  hafte  all  (he  could  borrow  of  her 
friends  to  come  and  labour  herfelf  -in  obtaining  our 
liberty  by  her  own  pains  and  new  fupplies.  It 
was  not  at  all  the  load  of  her  benefits  mat  difcon- 
certed  me  ;  it  was  eafy  to  bear  them,  near  a  perfon 
who  could  efteem  herfelf  happy  to  fee  them  accepted, 
and  who  confefTed  to  me,  that  I  had  a  number  of 
advantages  over  her,  fince  fhe  fhould  be  indebted  to 
my  fervices  for  the  love  and  affection  of  my  bro- 
ther. But  what  explanation  could  1  give  her  even 
upon  the  ground  of  this  hope  ?  I  was  reduced  to  in- 
trench myfelf  within  loofe  compliments,  which  would 
have  made  her  unravel  one  part  of  my  embarrafments, 
if  her  generofity  and  candour  had  not  upheld  her 
from  fuch  prejudices.  Far  from  condemning  Dilnick's 
conduct,  fhe  thanked  him  with  tears  in  her  eyes  for 
the  important  fervices  he  had  done  for  Patrick  ;  me 
would  have  reilored  to  him  on  the  fpot  the  price  of 
his  land  ;  but  with  the  fame  difinterefted  noblenefs, 
he  prayed  her  to  put  off  fuch  coniiderations  to  another 
time.  I  did  not  fail  to  make  Patrick  obferve  the 
value  of  this  sincreafe  of  goodnefs  and  obligations  : 
He  made  no  anfwer  to  my  moft  ardent  difcourfe, 
and  his  fighs  not  being  a  language  plain  enough  for 
me,  I  left  him,  without  knowing  in  what  manner  I 
ought  to  interpret  his  filence. 

The  fame  day  1  received  from  the  viceroy  the 
agreeable  confirmation  of  the  refolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  was  affembled  a-new  ;  and  all  the  judges 
being  borne  down  by  the  authority  of  the  prefident, 
and  the  fuffrage  of  the  viceroy,  had  in  concert  de- 
clared their  opinions  for  reftoring  Patrick  to  his  li- 
berty. It  had  alfo  been  refolved  by  an  unanimous 
voice,  that  for  making  amends  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public  for  this  fort  of  outrage  he  had  unjuftly  dif- 
fered, they  fhould  depute  to  him   a  member  of  the 
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committee,  to  beg  his  pardon  for  the  conduct  they 
had  obferved  towards  him  out  of  zeal  for  the  royal 
family,  and  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  flate.  This 
application  proceeded  from  the  viceroy,  who  had 
meafures  to  obferve  with  the  nobility.  I  immediately 
gave  Sarah  information  of  this  news,  which  (he 
received  with  transports  of  joy  ;  and  thinking  her- 
felf  not  lefs  fure  of  the  heart  than  the  liberty  of  her 
lover,  fhe  gave  herfelf  up  without  referve  to  two  * 
hopes,  which  ought  to  have  been  fulfilled  the  day 
following.  I  mould  have  been  there  with  her,  could 
I  have  been  fatisfied  of  the  difpofitions  of  Patrick. 
I  left  him  irrefolute  in  my  lad  vilit.  The  mofl  fa- 
vourable circumftances  I  could  draw  was  from  his 
filence.  I  was  in  hopes  indeed,  that  by  making  on 
him  a  new  effort  at  the  very  moment  he  faw  the 
doors  of  his  prifon  opened,  I  mould  bring  him  to  a 
more  lively  fenfe  than  ever,  at  lead  of  what  he  owed 
to  gratitude  ;  and  that  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  an 
affedted  heart  he  would  fecond  Sarah's  erron  by  the 
vivacity  of  his  acknowledgements.  This  thought 
raifed  in  me  another  of  a  larger  extent.  I  flattered 
myfelf,  that  in  giving  all  the  weight  I  could  to  this 
firlt  ardour,I  might  poflibly  at  the  fame  inftant  have 
the  opportunity  of  getting  over  his  trifling  difficul- 
ties ;  and  that  not  daring  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
reafons  fo  powerfuly  fupported,  by  the  prefence  and 
tendernefs  of  Sarah,  he  would  confent  without  re- 
Ion  to  all  that  fhe  fliould  appear  to  defire.  I  did 
let  her  into  any  confidence  of  ray  defign  ;  but 
in  general  terms  with  the  tagernefs 
J  wrai  in  of  acquitting  myfelf  fpeedily  of  all  our  debts 
by  the  heart  and  hand  of  my  brother,  I  gave  her  to 
lerftand,  that  if  Hie  was  abfolutcly  determined  to 
content  herfelf  with  a  return  fo  much  inferior  to  her 
favour*,,  it  would  be  vain  to  nut  off  to  the  county  of 

t  mi^ht^aawell  he  exmitrtLin  \ljpjjlin7" 
The  ceremonies  of    the  catholic*  arc  made    wit  limit 
notfe   in    Ireland,     and   the   power   with  which    1    was 
fnvefted    gave  ine  yet  a  greater  right  to  fhorten  them. 
We  (hall  avoid  alfo,  faid  I,  the  noife  and  expence  of 

a  v- 
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a  wedding-feaft,  of  which  the  principal  value  con- 
fills  in  the  tender  fentiments  of  our  hearts.  She 
applauded  this  propofal  ;  and  Dilnick  having  no  lefs 
relifh  for  it  than  fhe,  they  both  made  me  mafter  for 
regulating-trie  ceremony  and  the  time. 

I  retired  in  good  time  to  meditate  at  leifure  upon 
an  enterprife,  of  which  I  gave  thanks  to  heaven 
for  having  infpired  me  with  the  defign.  I  found  a 
letter  at  my  lodgings  fent  me  from  Coleraine,  where 
I  had  taken  care  to  leave  my  addrefs,  and  opening 
the  firft  cover,  I  was  aftonifhed  to  find  the  fecond 
fupfcription  in  the  hand- writing  of  Rofe.  With 
what  impatience  did  I  open  it  ?  I  found  my  heart 
beat,  and  my  hands  tremble,  as  if  I  had  a  forc- 
fight  of  what  I  was  going  to  read.  This  melancholy 
letter  remains  yet  among  my  mod  precious  papers." 
I  cannot  better  pleafe  my  readers  than  by  giving  it  to 
them  faithfully  in  her  own  words. 

"  How  long  have  the  moments  appeared  to  me, 
"  my  dear  brother,  and  what  ftrange  alarms  have- 
"  want  and  indigence  caufed  me  !  Patrick  is  gone, 
"  I  have  received  none  of  his  letters,  and  I  am  ig- 
"  norant  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  voyage  ;  but  whatever 
"  news  I  can  poflibly  hear,  it  cannot  be  fo  melan- 
**  choly  as  what  I  have  to  write  to  you.  A  few 
"  days  after  his  departure,  the  fupcrior  of  the  con- 
•'  vent,  where  he  had  left  me,  furprifed  to  fee  him 
«'  no  longer  appear,  and  without  doubt  difquiete 
"  for  fome  extraordinary  expences  in  which  my 
"  wants  had  engaged  me,  came  to  me  and  declared 
"  plainly,  that  her  houfe  not  being  at  all  in  a  con- 
"  dition  to  make  advances  for  penfioners,  ihe  was 
*'  under  the  neceffity  of  making  good  the  value  of 
•c  what  fhe  had  laid  out  for  me  ;  and  (hewing  herfelf 


w  ypt   tpnrf  fllaryngdTlbrJgHarwaa   t'O  ffTTffe~bf  my 

"  mj^brotficrT  "My  troubles  not  fuffering  rne^Jp 
"  hear  her  without' molding  Tome Tears,"  far 'from 
f  being  moved,  fhe  repeated  to  me,  that  not  being 
*'  rich  enough  to  charge  herfelf  for  nothing  with  my 
"■  entertainment,    fhe    defired   me   to   think  in  good 
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•*  time  of  providing  myfelf  another  retreat.v  I 
•«  underftood  that  me  had  been  informed  of  the  dif- 
tf  orders  in  our  fortune,  and  that  me  made  but  little 
u  account  of  my  brother's  promifes.  Under  the 
"  troubles  I  found  myfelf,  with  little  ready  money, 
u  and  obliged  to  lay  down  immediately  the  better 
u  part  of  what  I  had,  I  faw  no  refource  more 
u  honed  than  to  reduce  myfelf  to  live  upon  the  la- 
ut  hour  of  my  own  hands,  in  making  ufe  of  the 
"  littletajents  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  my  edu- 
"  cation.  THiave  paid  all  my  debts,  and  followed 
M  by  my  chWfltTer-mai'd,  who  would  not  abandon 
"  me,  I  have  retired  among  hone  ft  but  poor  people, 
"  who  have  hired  me  a  chamber  at  a  very  low  price, 
41  I  have  been  (hit  up  thefe  eight  days  pad  in  an 
"  undifcoverable  folitude.  My  landlord  and  land- 
"  lady  take  the  trouble  of  felling  my  woik,  and 
M  demand  no  other  payment  from  me  for  my  lodg- 
"  ing  and  diet.  I  employ  myfelf  in  embroidery,  am 
<(  my  chamber-maid. help*  meJn  ray  work. 

"  This  forrowful  eitate  would  not  be  without 
"  fweetnefs  for  an  afflicted  heart,  if  my  misfortune 
"  had  not  difcovered  my  retreat  to  fome  enemies  of 
"  my  repofe.  The  duke  of  ^"  "'.  has  renewed  to 
*•  me  his  offers,  with  one  too  large  not  to  carry  in 
•?  it  fome  poifon.  He  has  affured  me  by  my  hods, 
"  that  his  refolution  is  to  marry  me  ;  and  I  cannot 
"  deliver  myfelf  from  their  persecutions,  othcrwife 
u  than  by  threatning  to  feelt  for  another  retreat. 
"  One  day  he  conveyed  into  the  bafket,  in  which  I 
u  pur  my  work,  a  purfe  full  of  gold,  and  fo  weighty 
M  that  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  throw  it  out  of  my 
"  door,  ordering  my  landlady  to  return  it  to  him, 
"  and  to  receive  nothing  from  his  hands.  Ano- 
"  ther  day,  taking  notice  that  our  victuals  were 
"  better  than  ordinary,  and  better  drclTcd  than  h  com? 
ifl  among  fuch  people  as  my  hods,  I  obliged 
"  them  to  confeff,  that  they  had  them  from  fome 
"  unknown  cook,  who  refufed  to  take  their  money  ; 
"  and  not  eating  any  dinner  that  day,  I  protefted  to 
"  them,  that    for    the   time    to  come  I  would  rather 

11  die 
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*  die  for  hunger  than  tafte  of  fuch  poifoned  dirties. 
"  De  Peffes  leaves  me  no  more  repofe.  It  would  be 
"  of  no  uft  to  mention  to  you  other  perfecutors, 
"  whom  you  do  no:  know.  My  troubles  augment 
ct  without  ceafing,  and  I  have  no  perfon  from  whom 
"   I  may  hope  for  the  learr  confolation. 

"  It  is  not  any  aiiiitauce  1  alk  of  you,  imagining 
M  that  your  affiirs  are  in  too  bad  a  iituation.  But 
"  will  not  you  give  me  your  advice  ?  A  juft  regard 
"  for  the  honour  of  our  name  has  flopped  me  a 
"  hundred  times,  when  I  was  about  taking  up  the 
*c  pen  to  write  to  St  Germain  :  Let  me  fays  1,  ufe 
•"  fhifts  to  conceal  myfelf,  rather  than  take  off  the 
"  veil  which  yet  covers  our  misfortunes.  If  I 
11  knew  any  folitude  more  retired  than  mine,  a  con- 
**  vent,  in  which  they  would  not  bluih  to  afford  a 
"  fan&uary  to  honour  and  virtue  forfaken  by  the 
"  world,  I  would  go  and  conceal  myfelf  from  man- 
<*  kind  for  ever,  and  fpare  you  all  at  once  thofe  vex- 
"  ations,  which  the  uncertainty  of  my  lot  cannot 
et  fail  to  give  you.  But  where  fhall  I  addrefs  myfelf? 
P*  Have  you  no  friend  who  could  privately  do  me 
*«  fuch  an  important  fervice  ?  What  imports  it  where 
**  I  die  of  grief  and  heavinefs,  provided  1  attain  to 
*'  that  pafs  as  not  to  incommode  and  not  todifhonour 
"  any  perfon  ?  Patrick  without  doubt  has  abandoned 
"  me;  I  have  received  no  account  of  him.  Under 
*'  pretext  of  palling  into  Ireland,  he  is  gone  to  feek 
'*  for  employment  in  fome  ftrange  court.  He  has 
"  reafon  to  difburthen  himfelf  from  fuch  a  load  as  an 
"  unhappy  filler  Alas  !  I  have  neverthelefs  bot- 
"  tomed  a  great  deal  on  his  tendernefs.  George  is  in 
«'  chains  ;  I  know  not  whether  he  will  ever  be  re- 
w  lieved  from  them  ;  and  not  being  able  to  be  any 
"  way  ufeful  to  him,  I  do  not  go  near  him  to  redou- 
*«  ble  his  grief,  by  communicating  to  him  my  own. 
"  Nothing  remains  for  me  but  my  honour,  my  trull 
M  in  heaven,  and  the  helps  which  I  draw  from  my 
«'  own  hands.  Adieu  !  my  dear  brother  :  You  can- 
"  not  believe  how  my  tears  have  altered  mc." 

She 
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She  concluded  by  giving  me  the  names  of  her  hods 
and  her  abode,  where  flie  prayed  me  to  addrefs  my  an- 
fwer  without  delay. 

I  was  luckily  alone  when  I  finifhed  the  reading  of 
this  fatal  letter.  It  concerned  my  honour  that  no- 
body mould  be  a  \vitnef3  of  my  tranfport.  I  threw 
myfelf  on  my  knees  in  the  middle  of  my  chamber, 
and  with  a  heart  more  oppreffed  than  from  the  fear 
of  a  cruel  torment,  I  remained  a  long  time  in  this 
po.lure,  without  other  motion  than  that  of  my  arms, 
which  I  lifted  up  with  all  my  power  to  heaven.  My 
thoughts  were  as  much  conftrained  as  my  altitude. 
I  hud  no  clear  reprefentation  of  any  thing,  and  in  the 
confusion  of  fo  grievous  fenfations  my  eyes  had  al- 
ready guflied  out  in  an  involuntary'  torrent  of  tears. 
In  fine,  culling  up  my  eyes  more  freely  to  heaven,  as 
were  naturally  elevated  in  my  firft  tranfport,  I 
addrefied  to  God  all  my  complaints,  which  were,  as  I 
may  fay,  heaped  together  in  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
;  this  forced  filence.  Oh  !  Father  of  the 
wretched,  Oh !  Protector  of  the  weak,  cried  I  a 
thoufand  times  in  a  moment,  do  you  abandon  thofe 
who  have  not  forgot  you  ?  Do  you  give  over  to  ruin 
a  trembling  girl,  who  yet  combats  for  her  duty  ? 
Who  will  be  the  refuge  of  orphans  and  the  poor,  if 
you  refufc  them  your  fuccour  I  Then  coming  as  it 
were  to  myfelf,  after  a  number  of  other  invocations, 
I  reprefented  to  my  imagination  (with  a  thoufand  new 
torments)  the  fituation  of  which  my  dear  and  un- 
happy filter  drew  fuch  a  moving  picture  ; ie- 

:  to  labour  in  the  houfe  of  a   poor  man  ; — 

to    give    h  r    labour  Ml  exchange  for   her    fullenancc r 

to  hide   herfclf  with   a    view  of  flying    from 

fhame  and  to  fupport  her  poverty  with  honelty  ;  —  — • 
to  weep  and  to  fuffer  !  O  Rofe  !  O  tender  filler  !  what 
fate,  and  of  what  ulc  in   the  world  is  merit  and  birth, 

if  the  daughter  of  the  earl  of i3  forced  to  this 

horrible  difgrace. 

Neverthclefi,  in  proportion  as  rcafon  and  religion 
prevailed   over  the   motioni  of  nature,    I   conlidered, 

that 
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that  what  I  looked  upon  as  the  lad  excefs  of  misfor- 
tune for  a  lady  of  the  birth  and  merit  of  Rofe,  might 
be  only  a  difpofition  of  heaven,  which  was  willing  to 
put  her  virtue  to  the  trial,  and  which  might  there- 
fore perhaps  be  hereafter  more  liberal  in  recompenfing 
it.  I  was  afhamed  to  have  confidered,  according  to 
human  views,  that  affliction  is  a  difgrace,  which 
ought  to  be  received  with  fubmiifion,  and  which  would 
infallibly  help  to  make  the  honour  and  prudence  of 
my  filler  fhine  out  with  greater  luftre.  For  fetting 
afide  the  exprefiions  of  her  grief,  which  had  not  in 
them  any  thing  of  bitternefs  or  paffion,  I  :hought  I 
discovered  in  all  her  words  a  foul  firm  to  her  duty, 
and  a  declared  relifh  for  virtue.  What  have  I  to 
dread  for  her,  fays  I  ?  a  little  vexation  and  chagrin, 
fome  tears  which  the  pride  of  nature  drew  from  her, 
a  little  alteration  in  her  manner  of  living  which 
good  fort  ue  may  foon  repair.  But  me  is  moulded  to 
patience,  to  humility,  to  fweetnefs,  to  a  companion 
for  the  nisfortunes  of  others  ;  and  this  heart,  which' 
adverfity  cannot  damp,  nor  make  her  fvverve  from 
her  duty,  may  form  perhaps  fome  day  or  other  one  of 
the  firft  characters  in  the  world*  Yet  let  us  take  care, 
added  I,  that  the  trial  does  not  endure  too  long  ;  and 
health  or  rather  life  (hall  fpeedily  fail  me,  if  any 
thing  be  capable  of  retarding  the  afiiftance  which  I 
myfelf  will  carry  to  my  dear  Rofe. 

Another  refle&ion,  which  contributed  much  to  calm 
my  mind,  was  a  thought  that  came  on  me  all  at  once, 
of  making  this  incident  help  to  fix  the  irrefolutions  of 
Patrick.  I  knew  his  love  and  tendernefs  for  his 
filler.  The  picture  of  her  mifery  and  of  her  dangers, 
his  prefent  inability  to  comfort  her  by  any  other  way 
than  his  marriage,  in  fine,  a  thoufand  terrors  which 
abfence  might  fwell,  and  which  my  reafonings  might 
yet  make  appear  more  urgent,  made  me  believe  my 
victory  almoft  affured.  I  was  blind  alfo,  fays  1,  in  not 
acknowledging  a  favour  of  heaven  in  that  which  at 
firft  view  I  confidered  as  a  new  misfortune. 

.    I  paffed 
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I  paffed  the  night  in  tranquillity  under  thefe  hopes, 
and  the  appearance  of  day  not  having  diminifhed 
them,  I  went  to  the  caftle  about  nine  o'clock,  with 
more  joy  than  inquietude.  The  keeper  gave  me  no- 
tice that  Patrick  was  jmi-alettgy-aad  that  4*e~d+4"H^t 
doubt  (from  the  rumours  fprcad  abroad)  that  the  vi- 
fit  was  to  declare  him  at  liberty.  In  reality  I  faw 
come  out  of  his  chamber  a  magiltrate,  whom  I  knew 
to  be  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  who  leaving 
the  keeper  an  order  in  writing,  declared  to  him, 
that  he  might  immediately  fet  his  prifoner  free.  Having 
perceived  me,  he  made  a  civil  compliment,  teftifying 
the  fatisfa&ion  he  had  received  in  being  pitched  upon 
by  his  body  to  bring  fuch  good  news  t«  my  brother  ; 
and  he  repeated  to  me  the  form  of  words  which  he 
had  been  ordered  to  ufe  upon  the  occafion.  They 
were  congratulations  upon  his  innocence,  and  a  con- 
cern for  their  unfeafonable  fufpicions  of  him.  Yet 
ntverthelefs  he  left  it  to  us  to  difcharge  the  keeper's 
fees,  which  are  immenfe  in  Ii  eland.  In  taking  an 
account  of  them  before  I  went  in  to  Patrick,  and  add- 
ing to  them  what  was  yet  to  be  paid  to  the  mefTenger, 
I  was  a  little  vexed  that  I  had  not  money  about  me  to 
anfwer  ihe  charges.  However,  being  determined 
not  to  have  recourfe  to  Sarah  if  I  could  avoid  it,  be- 
ing overpowered  by  fo  many  benefits,  which  her  gene- 
rolity  and  the  diforder  of  our  circumitances  had  forced 
me  to  accept,  I  propofed  to  the  kceper,to  give  us 
fome  time  upon  my  note,  and  he  was  obliging  enough 
to  promife  me  this  favour. 

Nothing  remained  now  fo  urgent«as  the  vanquifliing 
Patrick's  heart.  You  are  at  liberty,  faid  I  embracing 
him  ;  your  judges  have  treated  you  with  fo  many 
marks  of  diltinction,  that  you  ought  to  pardon  their 
rigour.  I  know  no-body's  lot  more  happy  than 
,  added  I  ;  and  I  doubt  if  a  paffagc  fo  quick  from 
a  calamitous  to  the  moil  (hiniiig  fortune  has  not  Jome- 
thiiig  in  it  more  poignant  than  au  ui.inUmipted  pre* 
i  v.      Sarah  linccr  waits  you,  fays  I   further  ;   do 

you  believe  (lie  il  in  Deblin,  and  that  under  an  impa- 
tience 
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tlcncc  to  fee  you,  as  well  as  to  bring  us  new  aids,  The 
arrived  yefterday,  loaded  with  every  thing  moft  valu- 
able (he  could  gather  together?  He  interrupted  me  : 
Do  not  fearch  for,  fays  he,  unprofitable  fhifts  ;  I  pe- 
netrate your  thoughts.  It  is  manifeft  from  all  the 
relation*  you  have  made  me,  that  nothing  can  equal 
the  generofity  of  Sarah  Fincer,  and  I  rind  myfelf 
overwhelmed  with  her  kifidnefies.  This  then  is  ano- 
ther more  fignal  favour,  .to  b.e  willing  to  divide  with 
me  her  fortune  and  her  riches.  I  am  under  confu- 
fion  to  find  myfelf  un  wot  thy  of  them  ;  but  do  not  re- 
fufe  to  hear  me  out.  A  man  is  not  mailer  of  his  af- 
fections, continued  he  coldly;  the  more  I  confult 
mine,  the  more  I  find  an  impoffibility  to  command 
them  Give  what  name  you  pleafe  to  this  weaknefs  ; 
but  I  call  heaven  to  witnefa,  that  having  promifed  an 
eternal  love  to  Julia,  nothing  can  ever  make  me  re- 
nounce thefc  fentimentn.  I  (hall  then  marry  Sarah 
without  loving  hei  ;  I  fhall  make  her  unhappy  by  my 
coJdnefs  ;  Che  will  fooner  or  later  perceive  that  I  have 
a  heart  taken  up  by  another  love.  I  fhall  be  ca- 
pable of  nothing  but  pitying  without  confoling  her. 
See  now  if  you  think  it  convenient  to  prefs  a  mar- 
riage which  neither  heaven  uor  men  can  approve, 
which  is  yet,  perhaps,  proper  to  repair  our  eftate,  but 
it  mtlft  be  at  the  expence  of  Sarah  herfelf,  who  will 
infallibly  precipitate  heifeifinto  a  remedilefs  misfor- 
tune. 

This  difcourfe  appeared  to  me  to  have  been  itudied  ; 
and  not  doubting  but  that  his  principal  defign  was  to 
cool  me  by  the  alarms  of  confeience,  I  extremely  de- 
ceived his  expectations,  in  anfwering  him  with  the 
fame  coldnefs.  that  he  was  abfolutely  miftaken  in  his 
principles.  I  proved  to  him  by  a  chain  of  reafoning 
that  admitted  of  no  reply,  that  what  he  called  un- 
conquerable love,  inviolable  conftancy,  neceiTary  fi- 
delity, were  fuch  chimeras,  as  religion  and  the  order 
itfelf'  of  nature  did  not  acknowledge  in  a  fenfe  fo 
wanton.  For  it  would  follow  then,  fays  I,  that  a 
man  of  the   moft  vile  condition,   who   perhaps   may 

be 
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be  as  fenfible  as  another  to  the  merit  of  a  diftinguimed 
woman,  would  be  in  the  right  to  purfue  his  inclina- 
tions ;  and  that  having  done  fo,  he  might  lay  down  to 
himfelf,  cfe  you  do,  a  law  for  his  love  and  conftan- 
cy.  No,  continued  I,  if  thefe  two  qualities  are  a- 
mong  the  neceffary  virtues,  it  mull  be  afterajuft 
and  lawful  engagement ;  but  reafon  and  efteem  are" 
the  guides  that  ought  to  precede.  Love  will  never 
fail  to  follow  fo  rair  a  caufc;  and  the  bleffing  of 
heaven,  by  giving  purity  to  nature,  will  afford  a 
pleafure  and  fweetnefs  to  thofe    engagements  which  it 

has    fanctified.       TM«_jrinral   tmf,  j|^f'"g  with fait 

notions  he  prepared  to  reply  ;  but  according  to  my* 
intention!  of-«oipioying  heat  and  fpirit  to  affect  him, 
I  interrupted  his  fpecuiaTToTisT^wlTtcir'ln^tff  Tc*ad~Tlftr~ 
too  far,  and  of  which  the  fuccefs  was  doubtful.  I 
brifkly  mentioned  honour  and  gratitude,  which,  next 
to  religion,  are  the  things  the  world  hold  mod  fa- 
cred,  and  in  companfon  of  which  I  maintained,  that 
all  other  human  views  and  confiderations  ought  to 
be  facrificed.  I  traced  over  a- new  all  the  obligations 
of  Sarah  Fincer.  I  laid  no  ftrefs  on  her  charms,  but 
a3  a  fort  of  rccompence  for  having  followed  virtuous 
inclinations  ;  but  not  forgetting  the  excellency  of  her 
character,  I  demanded  of  him,  if  in  the  competition 
itfelf  of  true  merit  (he  might  fear  to  be  diftanced  in 
any  companion,  and  if  in  this  he  could  on  the  con- 
trary propofe  any  other  woman,  who  could  join  to 
the  fame  number  of  virtues  and  amiable  qualities  a 
right  to  pleafe,  fo  well  acquired  by  a  train  of  innu- 
mera  Ices.     Thefe    arc   titles,  faid  I,  {o   holy 

and  inviolable,  that,  can  never  be  weakened.  Look,  on 
them  nevertheltfi  as  fo  many  chimeras.  Trample 
under  your  feet  all  thefe  duties,  and  all  thefe  rights. 
Go,  begone,  if  you  are  determined)  but  take  care 
how  you  prel  Sarah*       What  do  I 

fay  ?  Fly  from  the  fight  of  mankind.  They  will  treat 
you  here  as  a  monger,  they  wiii  not  Qonfidcr  you  but 
with  horror  and   contempt j  ou 

will  be  looked  upon  with  any  other   eye  in  any  place 

that 
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that  has  heard  of  the  unworthinefs  of  your  fenti- 
ments.  Believe  me,  you  may  carefully  conceal  your 
name;  that  will  not  iuffice  to  hide  from  yourfelf  a 
procedure,  of  which  you  will  never  be  able  to  fpeak 
without  confufion.  You  need  not  doubt  but  the  ru- 
mour of  it  will  be  foon  i'pread  abroad.  Difgracc  and 
fhame  will  ftick  clofe  to  your  fit ps,  and  you  ought 
to  think  that  they  will  purfuc  yon  through  ^i!  Europe. 
But  where  will  you  go,  added  I,  fixing  my  t  yes 
upon  his,  what  refource  have  you  to  fly  to  ?  Have 
you  reflected,  that  you  are  without  money,  without 
aiTiftance,  and  without  hopes  of  obtaining  any  ?  The 
dependence  you  may  think  you  have  on  me  fails  you 
by  the  new  engagement  I  have  juft  now  entered  into 
for  obtaining  your  liberty  ;  for  you  know  that  the 
door  of  your  prifon  is  but  half  opened  and  that 
for  fatisfyhig  the  claims  of  the  keeper  I  mull  give 
up  for  near  a  year  my  whole  revenue.  You  are 
witnefs  of  the  promife  I  made  him  in  writing.  What 
then  remains  for  me  to  offer  you?  Alas!  Rofe  herfelf, 
added  I  in  a  tender  tone,  and  foftening  into  tears, 
Rofe  will  alfo  find  herfelf  bereaved  of  my  fuccour. 
What  I  have  done  for  you  is  fo  much  retrenched  from 
what  I  had  deftined  to  relieve  her  mifery.  See  how- 
ever if  there  be  any  thing  fo  moving  as  her  com- 
plaints, and  fo  terrible  as  her  fituation.  I  gave  him 
Rofe's  letter,  which  he  opened  with  eagernefs,  after 
having  obferved  her  hand-writing.  He  read  it  with 
the  fame  ardour.  I  faw  immediately  his  tears  began 
to  flow.  From  whatever  fource  they  came,  I  took 
them  for  a  good  omen  of  my  vidlory;  and  preffing 
him  a -new  by  thofe  motives  reunited  to  honour,  to 
intereft,  to  gratitude,  and  to  natural  tendernefs,  I 
in  the  end  drew  from  his  mouth  an  abfolutc  refigna- 
tion  to  all  my  will.  The  fighs  and  lamentations, 
with  which  it  was  accompanied,  were  the  remains  of 
weaknefs  which  I  forgave  to  the  violence  he  did  his 
inclinations.  But  being  petfuaded,  as  I  ought  to  be, 
that  we  both  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  our  duty,  I 
was  lefs  fenfible  to  pity  than  to  joy,  and  I  thought  of 
nothing  but  of   laying  hold  of  a  difpofition,   which 

might 
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Alight  yet  change.  I  called  for  the  keeper,  to  make 
an  end  of  fettling  the  expences.  My  furprife  was 
extreme  to  find  by  his  anfwer,  that  both  he  and  the 
mefTenger  were  fatisfied  ;  and  that  during  the  time  I 
had  been  difcourfing  with  my  brother,  fomebody 
brought  him  in  our  name  a  fum  of  money,  which 
exceeded  his  pretenfions.  I  was  not  long  in  discover- 
ing to  whom  we  were  obliged  for  this  new  favour  : 
It  was  Sarah,  who  being  taken  up  with  nothing  but 
the  fuccefs  of  her  pains,  had  been  informed  as  foon 
as  I  of  all  that  might  yet  retard  them. 

Patrick  confefied  to  me  in  the  mid  (I  of  his  trou- 
bles, that  he  was  feniible  of  the  value  of  fo  many 
gencrofities.  We  went  directly  to  Sarah,  whofe  ea- 
gernefs  it  was  juit  we  mould  fatisfy  by  our  firft.  vilit. 
It  was  in  our  way  to  her,  that  calling  to  mind  the 
power  I  was  inverted  with  to  regulate  the  time  and 
ceremony  of  the  marriage,  I  thought  it  necefiary  not 
to  allow  Patrick  one  moment  for  cooling.  I  gave 
private  orders  to  a  fervant,  who  attended  me,  to  give 
notice  to  an  eeclefiaftic,  whom  I  had  already  pre- 
pofleffed  with  the  matter  ;  and  not  doubting  but  my 
project  would  be  approved  by  Sarah  and  Dilnick,  I 
rcfolved  to  take  advantage  of  the  hurry  of  the  hrft 
compliments  for  fealing  our  common  good  fortune 
by  the  ceremonies  of  t he  church.  Patrick  marched 
on  a  long  time  without  fpeaking  a  word.  I  am  dif- 
quicted,  fays  he  in  the  end,  with  the  part  I  am  to 
a&.  How  (hall  I  appear,  without  being  covered  with 
confufion,  in  the  pretence  of  a  lady  to  whom  I  owe 
fuch  large  obligations,  with  fo  little  hope  of  ever 
having  it  in  my  power  to  make  a  fuitable  return?  £ 
was  raviihed  to  fee  his  icfledtions  take  this  turn.  We 
came  near  Sarah's  lodgings.  Your  inquietude  is  ju:l, 
fays  I,  if  you  lofe  fight  of  your  promifts,  and  of  all 
the  rcaions  you  have  for  engaging  you  to  them  ;  but 
with  a  little  integrity  in  the  obfervanCfl  of  your  ho- 
nour, you  will  feel  lefa  confufion  than  joy  and  attu- 
rancc  at  the  fight  of  a  lady  who  is  in  expectation  of 
her  happinefi  from  you.     And  (hewing  him  the  door 

Vol.   I.  I  the 
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the  moment  he  thought  the  lead  of  it,  I  introduced 
him  in  haftily,  without  lending  an  ear  to  his  an- 
i\ver. 

Sarah  herfelf  appeared  a  little  difconcertcd  at  feeing 
us  arrive  without  being  expected  there.  Her  blufhes 
and  thofe  of  Patrick  would  have  made  an  agreeable 
fcene  for  unconcerted  fpe&ators.  But  willing  to  fpare 
them  all  explanations  that  might  favour  any  thing 
of  conftraint,  I  all  at  one  ftroke  came  to  the  point, 
which  they  would  have  fpun  out  to  a  great  length. 
In  prefenting  my  brother,  I  faid  thus  to  Sarah  :  I 
offer  you  a  gentleman  who  is  your's  by  all  kind  of 
rights  ;  and  his  happinefs  is  this  day  to  find  his 
duty  in  that  thing  which  is  capable  of  flattering  his 
moil  tender  inclinations.  If  he  may  judge  of  the 
fentiments  you  have  for  him,  by  the  generous  proofs 
he  has  received  of  them,  you  ought  to  judge  of  his 
by  your  own  favours,  and  by  the  opinion  you  have 
had  of  him,  when  you  thought  him  worthy  of  them. 
Engagements  of  this  nature  have  already  ail  the  force 
of  marriage  contracts,  and  the  ceremonies  of  the 
church  are  only  neceffary  to  fanflify  them  ;  nor  fhall 
they  be  long  retarded,  added  I  looking  at  Sarah  j  and 
if  you  give  credit  to  the  ardour  of  thofe  fentiments, 
which  I  ought  to  (hare  with  my  brother,  I  (hall  this 
day  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  calling  you  my  fifter-in- 
law.  I  waited  a  moment  for  her  anfwer,  which 
fhe  did  not  pronounce,  but  expreffed  her  confent  by  a 
gracious  and  modell  bow.  Patrick,  to  whom  1  did 
not  give  time  to  open  his  mouth,  took  this  opportu- 
nity to  addrefs  her  with  fome  compliments,  which 
were  lefs  tender  than  civil  and  witty  ;  yet  fpeaking 
neverthelefs  of  his  being  made  by  her  a  fortunate  man 
worthy  of  envy,  he  added,  that  he  durft  not  fo  rea- 
dily accept  what  I  had  propofed,  and  that  he  defired 
time  to  merit  her  :  I  apprehended  the  meaning  of 
his  compliment,  and  trembling  to  fee  myfelf  obliged 
to  new  difcuffions  in  the  prefence  of  Sarah,  I  turned 
myfelf  to  Dilnick,  and  afked  hjm  without  affectation, 
if  he  was  not  of  my  opinion*   not   to  defer   a   matter 

which 
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which  might  be  executed  the  fame  moment.  He  an- 
fwered  me  bailing,  that  fuch  a  proceeding  would  be 
to  do  fervice  to  both  of  them',  and  that  Patrick  upon 
the  whole  had  need  of  this  comfort  at  the  conclufi- 
on  of  a  tedious  imprifonment.  Happily  the  ecclefiaf- 
tic,  to  whom  I  had  given  notice,  appeared  with  two 
furplices  under  his  arm,  and  the  church  ritual  in  his 
hand.  See,  faid  I  to  them,  if  my  zeal  be  likely  to 
leave  any  thing  undone  ;  and  immediately  putting  on 
one  of  the  furplices,  I  took  Sarah's  hand  and  put  it 
into  that  of  Patrick.  He  looked  on  me  with  a  for- 
bidding eye.  How  will  Rofe,  faid  I  to  fupport  biro, 
receive  the  confolation  of  fo  happy  news  !  a  fhoru 
prayer,  their  confent,  which  I  made  them  pronounce 
in  a  few  words,  and  my  benediction,  which  I  gave 
them,  taking  thereof  the  teftimony  of  the  ftanders- 
by,  made  the  effence  of  this  ceremony.  The  indif- 
foluble  knot  being  thus  tied,  I  made  them  kneel  down 
with  me  to  put  the  fmifhing  hand  to  it  with  lefs  pre- 
cipitation. My  heart  warmtd  with  joy  and  tender- 
nefs,  in  ihanking  heaven  for  the  happy  termination 
of  my  defires.  God  himfelf  was  my  witnef3,  that  I 
had  nothing  in  view  but  his  glory,  the  happinefs  of 
my  brother,  the  interell  of  our  family,  and  the  de- 
corum even  of  the  world,  fo  far  as  it  agreed  with 
religion.  One  will  find  in  the  fequel  of  our  hiltory, 
what  neceffity  there  is  to  lay  a  itrefs  on  all  thefe  cir- 
cumllances. 

Whatever  fentiments  might  arife  in  Patrick's  heart, 
he  had  too  much  honour  and  judgment  not  to  be  fen- 
ftble  what  he  owed  to  his  engagements.  He  kitted 
his  fpoufe  after  the  conclufion  of  our  prayers,  and 
although  he  did  not  (hew  all  the  ardour  I  could  have 
wifhed  in  his  embraces,  he  at  lead  let  nothing  efcape 
him  that  might  make  bit  difpotition  fuipccled.  As  to 
her,  if  1  vilible  that  (he  really  thought  this  the 

happiell   day  of  her  life.     The  joy  that  lparkhd    in 
her  cyo,   her  modeft   carefTes,    her   looks,    her  atten- 
tions,  made  me  think    more  than    once   that  flu 
made  a   man  of  Patrick.     The   qucltion  now  v 

I  2  confira* 
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confirm  the  feal  of  the  church  by  a  civil  a£t,  accord* 
ing  to  the  ordinary  method.  I  had  reafon  to  forfee, 
that  I  fhould  have  no  need  of.  precautions  to  difpofe 
her  to  treat  my  brother  favourably.  She  gave  him 
all  thofe  prerogatives  that  were  authorized  by  the 
laws,  and  being  willing,  as  (he  faid,  to  hold  all  from 
him  with  her  heart,  fhe  the  fame  moment  gave  up  to 
him  the  fums  of  money  (he  had  brought  with  her, 
with  the  keys  of  all  her  trunks,  and  even  thofe  of 
her  clofets  at  Antrim.  In  vain  he  refufed  to  receive 
them.  She  exacted  this  of  him  as  a  piece  of  com- 
plaifance,  which  (lie  faid  fhe  would  take  as  a  good 
omen  of  their  eternal  love.  I  applauded  thefe  tender 
tranfports,  and  did  not  at^all  doubt  but  that,  delicate 
as  I  knew  Patrick  to  be,  he  would  foon  in  fpight  of 
himfelf  take  a  rdifh  and  affection  for  a  woman  fo 
amiable. 

Dilnick,  who  loved  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  fpake 
nothing  but  #f  celebrating  the  folemnity  with  a  fump- 
tuous  dinner,  which  he  was  at  the  trouble  of  pre- 
paring. He  had  invited  with  the  confent  of  my 
lifter- in-law  three  of  his  friends,  whom  he  had  al- 
ready acquainted  with  our  rejoicings,  and  who  well 
f-nough  knew  mine  and  Sarah's  father,  to  take  a 
ihare  in  the  happinefs  of  thefe  two  families.  They 
came  at  the  hour  appointed  ;  but  nothing  could  equal 
our  aftonifhment,  when  we  faw  enter  with  them  my 
lord  Linch,  who  threw  himfelf  with  tranfport  about 
Patrick's  neck.  He  had  been  in  Dublin  for  fome 
days,  and  being  acquainted  with  one  of  Dilnick's 
friends,  from  whom  he  had  learned  all  the  circum- 
itances  of  our  affairs,  which  he  only  knew  imper- 
fectly before  from  public  fame,  he  had  not  power 
to  refill  his  impatience  to  embrace  us.  The  remem- 
brance of  what  had  paffedtiid  not  hinder  Patrick  from 
receiving  him  with  a  great  deal  of  friendfhip.  His 
firil  offences  had  been  repaired  by  his  owh  difafters, 
and  by  the  zeal  he  had  afterwards  difcovered  for  the 
fervice  of  my  brothers.  Moreover,  his  love  for  Rofc 
continuing  {till  the   fame,  we  could  not  look  upon 

him 
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Mm  as  an  enemy  to  our  family,  to  which  he  wa& 
impatient  to  knit  himfelf  in  the  itri&eft  bonds.  He 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  melancholy  fituation  of  Rofe  ; 
and  was  not  only  one  of  thofe  of  whofe  pains  and  im- 
portunities me  had  complained,  but  even  t\\e  intereft 
he  took  in  her  troubles,  and  his  delire  to  obtain  from 
her  and  from  us  the  liberty  to  put  an  end  to'them, 
was  the  principal  caufe  of  his  voyage.  NeVerthelefs, 
his  difcretion  not  permitting  him  to  open  himfelf  in 
the  firft  moment  upon  all  his  views,  he  limited  him- 
felf at  firft  to  compliments  upon  the  marriage  of  my 
brother,  and  prayed  us  to  give  him  leave  to  dine 
with  us. 

We  fat  down  to  table  with  all  the  preparatives  that 
might  promifc  us  mirth.  Patrick  himfelf,  whom  I 
continually  watched,  feemed  to  behave  with  a  good 
grace  at  the  feaft  ;  and  although  I  could  perceive 
fome  remains  of  melancholy  in  hi3  eyes,  I  was  per- 
fuaded  that  the  charms  and  love  of  his  fpoufe 
would  foon  triumph  over  it.  I  quickened  him  myfelf 
to  give  himfelf  up  to  pleafure,  and  my  naturally  fc- 
rious  character  did  not  prevent  my  entering  into  the 
difpofitions  of  the  company,  which  Diinick  gave  life 
to  by  his  gaiety  and  merry  converfation.  In  fine,  all 
the  company  feemed  given  up  to  the  fame  fentimenti, 
when  my  lord  Lin'ch,  among  many  compliments  ad- 
drefled  to  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  thought  proper 
to  mix  with  thttn  apologiV.  for  »he  ill  offices  he  had 
done  him  at  Paris.  He  turned  them  indeed  in  a  man- 
ner fo  gallant,  that  they  could  not  be  offenlive  to  Sarah  ; 
but  in  congratulating  himfelf  for  having  contributed 
without  deiign  to  Patrick's  unhappiuefs  in  Ireland,  ht 
fortified  thole  gloomy  reflections  which  1  had  tak'en 
pains  to  difiipate,  and  which  had  already  a&ed  bur  too 
powerfully  on  hii  heart;  at  Icall,  I  did  not  ohfervr 
any  thing  die  to  which  I  could  more  probably  afciibc 
the  difmal  effe&l  they  produced.  1  obferved  that  they 
made  an  impreffion  on  Patrick,  and  I  did  what  1  could 
to  give  another  turn  to  the  touverfafion.  fie  took 
notice  of  my  conftraint,  which  contributed  perhaps 
I  3  fame 
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fome  moments  to  redouble  his.  But  finking  at  lafl 
under  the  weight  that  onpreffed  his  heart,  he  got  up 
without  faying  one  word,  and  went  to  take  breath  m 
an  adjoining  chamber.  Not  being  deceived  in  the 
meaning  of  this  his  motion,  I  role  up  alfo  to  follow 
him,  with  a  view  only  of  bringing  him  to  himfelf  by 
a  (hort  exhortation.  Th'-y  took  my  going  out  as  a 
token  of  fome  alarm,  which  they  fuppofed  I  had  for 
his  health.  All  the  company,  having  the  fame  opi- 
nion of  it,  rofe  from  table  as  it  were  with  one  cbnfent, 
and  followed  me,  every  one  inquiring  with  an  air  of 
diffatisfaction  whether  he  was  ill.  He  had  feated 
himfelf  near  a  table,  on  which  he  had  leaned  his 
elbow,  with  his  head  fupported  by  his  hand.  Whe- 
ther it  were  that  the  eagernefs  of  h  many  people  who 
followed  him,  or  it  may  be  the  fear  that  they  had  in 
fome  meafure  penetrated  into  the  caufe  of  his  agita- 
tions, was  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  fudden  revolution,  or 
whether  the  weight  of  his  fufferings  began  in  reality 
to  furpafs  his  ftrength,  but  we  had  not  been  long  about 
him  before  he  fell  down  at  our  feet  without  unders- 
tanding or  fenfe. 

Help  being  near  at  hand,  it  was  not  long  before  he 
recovered  bis  fenfes  ;  his  fpoufe  was  the  moil  zealou9 
in  making  ufe  of  all  forts  of  applications.  He  took 
notice  of  her  great  care,  and,  moved  without  doubt 
by  fo  much  affection,  took  one  of  her  hands  and 
kiffed  it  with  great  refpedt.  The  phyficians,  who 
were  immediately  calltd  in,  found  him  in  a  violent 
fever.  They  obliged  him  to  go  to  bed,  and  imagining 
that  reft  was  moft  neceffary  for  him,  they  ordered 
that  he  mould  be  left  alone  fome  hours  without  being 
difturbed.  Upon  confideration  of  the  circumftances 
of  this  accident,  they  were  of  opinion  to  afcribe  it  to 
his  imprudence,  in  expofing  himfelf  all  at  once  to  the 
air  upon  his  getting  out  of  the  caftle,  and  to  a  too 
fudden  paflage  from  the  fadnefs  and  melancholy  of  a 
priion  to  the  joys  of  a  feaft.  Far  from  oppofing  their 
error,  I  was  over-joyed  to  fee  the  whole  company 
difpofed  to  think   this   explanation  juft  and  natural. 

They 
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They  compofcd  thcmfelves  upon  the  word  of  the 
phyficians,  and  even  Sarah,  notwithstanding  her  in- 
quietude, was  prevailed  upon  to  return  to  table  with 
the  company. 

I  had  notions  widely  different  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  I  burned  with  an  impatience  to  find  a  de- 
cent pretence  of  ftealing  from  the  company  to  the 
Tick  man's  bed,  to  whom  I  judged  that  a  moment  of 
my  difcourfe  would  be  more  necefiary  than  rell.  I 
took  occafion  to  do  fo  under  fome  pretext  or  other, 
and  (lopped  Sarah,  who  was  as  forward  as  I  to  go  to  fee 
him.  He  gave  a  deep  figh  upon  feeing  me  approach. 
1  fat  down  near  him,  and  continued  fome  moments 
without  opening  my  month,  pretending  in  appear- 
ance to  be  careful  not  to  diiturb  him,  but  at  the  bot- 
tom to  wait  till  he  had  opened  his  heart,  and  began  firft 
to  explain  himfelf.  In  fine,  feeing  him  continue  to 
keep  filence,  I  told  him  how  uneafy  his  fainting  fits 
had  made  us,  and  of  our  hopes  neverthelefs,  that  this 
accident  would  not  be  attended  with  bad  confe- 
quences  in  fuch  a  conftitution  as  his.  Ah  !  fays  he  in 
a  low  voice,  as  if  he  feared  to  be  over- heard,  the 
confequences  I  fear  are  not  fuch  a3  may  threaten  my 
health  or  life  ;  the  facrifice  then  is  made,  and  I 
commit  both  to  heaven.  What  notions  are  thefe  ? 
interrupted  I  him  in  hafte  ;  you  alarm  me  with  a  dif- 
courfe that  gives  me  pain  to  comprcr:-:ri.  I  gttcft 
alarms,  replied  he  immediately  ;  but  I  cannot 
cure  them,  and  you  might  have  forefeen  them.  I  have 
faerificcd  myfclf  to  y  )jat  will,  and  to  the  intereft  of 
my  family  :  Do  you  then  demand  of  me  mo-e  ?  IV.it 
Sarah,     interrupted    I    again,     have    you     not    for     a 

fpoefc Me  (lopped  me  fliort  :    I  have  for  Sarah, 

fays  lie,  what  I  promifed  you  for  her,  all  the  refpect 
in  the  world  l>r  her  \irtucs  ;  I  am  fcnliblc  of  her 
nd  do  not  admire  lefs  than  you  her 
Inefl  and  charm3.  I  have  gratitude  for  her  fa- 
vours, complaifance  and  attention  to  all  hci 
It  is  your  bufmefs,  who  have  taken  open  you  to 
unite    our  re  to  her  what  I    Bl 
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pableof  doing  Inour  engagements,  and  u-nder  what  con- 
ditions I  can  be  hers.  I  have  borne  no  other  part  in 
this  affair  than  a  blind  fubmifiion,  which  made  me 
relinquish  all  care  of  myfelf  for  the  interell  and 
honour  of  others.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  this. 
I  have  no  ©ccafion  to  repeat  what  I  have  fworn  to 
you  a  thoufand  times  in  the  prefence  of  heaven. 
Take  then  upon  you,  added  he  with  a  fort  of  indifFe- 
rence,  the  fuccefs  of  your  enterprife,  as  you  have 
taken  wpon  you  the  project  and  execution  of  it.  If 
you  think  that  Sarah  expects  more  than  you  had  a 
rig;ht  to  promife  her,  or  than  I  can  offer  her,  make 
her  lay  afide  this  hope  ;  prepare  her  this  very  day 
for  the  conduct  which  I  am  to  hold  towards  her  : 
Reprefent  me  as  of  a  nature  cold,  diilra&ed,  me- 
lancholy, unfociable  ;  add  to  it,  if  you  will,  that  I 
fhall  never  be  to  her  the  lefs  refpeclful  or  obliging. 
This  is  all  (he  has  to  expect,  and  I  cannot  promife 
more. 

A  difcourfe  fo  ftrange,  and  the  tone,  in  which  it 
was  pronounced,  raifed  in  me  a  diftrefs  that  I  could 
not  fuddenly  get  rid  of.  Under  the  embarrafment 
J  was  in  to  anfwer  it,  I  repeated,  as  I  had  done  a 
thoufand  times  before,  all  the  motives  that  engaged 
me  to  wifh  for  this  fatal  marriage,  and  the  fteps  I 
had  taken  to  bring  it  to  an  iffue.  Neither  my  views 
r.:iv  Brjr  conduct  reprefenting  to  me  any  thing  crimi- 
nal, 1  poflibly  fhould  have  armed  myfelf  with  all  the 
authority  of  my  profeffion  and  my  age,  againft  an- 
obltinafe  caprice,  which  I  thought  wounded  all  forts 
of  rights,  and  every  kind  of  reafon,  if  I  had  not 
obferved  Sarah  coming  to  us.  Her  prefence  provided 
nic  with  a  better  remedy  than  I  could  adminifter  to 
the  difgufts  of  my  brother,  and  not  in  the  leai 
doubting  but  he  would  treat  her  with  as  much  civi- 
lity as  he  propofed  coldnefs,  I  chofe  to  leave  them 
together. 

I  found  my  lord  Linch,  who  burned  with  a  defire 
of  entertaining  me  in  private.  I  anfwered  his  eager- 
nefs.     The  chance,    faid  he,    that  has  procured  me 

the 
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the  honour  of  feeing  you  here,  has  {pared  me  a  jour- 
ney that  I  intended  to  make  to  Coleraine.  My  interefts 
have  not  had  a  lefs  (hare  in  my  voyage  than  yours, 
or  rather,  my  ftrongeft  paffion  being  to  unite  them,  I 
have  fet  them  forth  already  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
give  me  hopes  that  they  might  not  be  any  longer 
diflinct.  He  continued  to  relate  to  me  all  that  had 
followed  his  quarre]_jKxth-«vy  brothers,  of  which  he 
iuppoftd  I  had  been  informed  by  their  letters.  The 
imprifonment,  fays  lie,  of  George,  the  danger  of  the 
fame  fortune  to  which  I  was  expofed,  and  which  I 
could  not  have  efcaped  but  by  changing  my  cl oaths 
and  name  at  Paris,  where  neverthelefs  my  fear  did: 
not  hinder  me  from  ftrenuoufly  foliciting  your  bro- 
ther's pardon  ;  the  price  which  Rofe  had  put  on  the 
fuccefs  of  my  zeal  ;  the  misfortune  I  had  of  failing* 
in  it  by  the  inflexible  rigour  of  the  court  ;  in  fine, 
the  retreat  of  Rofe  into  a  convent,  and  the  depar- 
ture of  Patrick,  were  the  preludes  that  gave  me 
hopes  to  engage  you  in  my  interefts,  and  drew  mev 
back  to  Ireland.  As  the  defire  of  hearing  fome  new 
circumftances  made  me  liften  to  him  with  patience, 
If  you  have  heard,  purfued  he,  one  part  of  this  de- 
tail from  the  mouth  of  Patrick,  you  are  both  of  you 
doubtlefs  ignorant,  that  Rofe  has  left  the  convent  to 
which  (he  had  retired.  By  my  inquiries  I  difcovered 
her  new  fancluary,  and  for  ever  full  of  that  tender- 
ntfs  with  which  (he  had  infpired  me,  I  made  her  a 
new  offer  of  the  difpofal  of  my  fortune.  She  re- 
fufed  to   fre    me  ;     fhe  rejected   alfo   from    my   hands 

afiiftanccB    which    were   too  trifling  for   her  ac- 

e  ;     but    1   do  not   know  how   much   fhc  may 

Hand  in  need  of  them  in  her  prcfi-nt  fitua*Jon.     In  fine, 

pufhed  on    by  love,  and   perftuulrd  that  a  young  lady 

has  not  much  to  complain  of,   whin    one  forces  her  to 

<•   rich    and  happy,    I  hired,   under  a   borrowed 

name,  an  Apartment  joining  to  her's,   in  a  ncighbour- 

i     '     l,ouf~.       Our     ipaitntentl     being     fcparaud     by 

•l.on   wall,    I    had   a  hole  cut  in  ic 

it   noife  ;.  and  that  part  of  the  thicknefr  w 

I    5  I  kit 
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I  left  might  be  thruft  in  with  the  leaft  force.  My 
defign  was,  if  I  may  confefs  it  without  (name,  under 
the  cover  of  the  night  to  ileal  away  a  perfon  whom 
I  adored,  and  without  whom  1  have  no  happinefs 
to  hope  for.  The  refpc&  I  owed  to  her  birth  and 
virtue  did  not  fuffer  me  to  form  this  enterprife  with- 
out taking  proper  meafures  to  marry  her  on  the  fpot. 
Neverthelefs,  on  the  eve  of  the  execution  a  fcruple 
of  honour  held  me  back.  I  thought,  that  if  the 
reputation  of  your  filler  had  nothing  to  fuffer,  when 
a  reparation  mould  be  made  for  my  force  by  a  law- 
ful marriage,  yet  a  houfe  to  which  I  owed  refpe&, 
and  which  was  allied  to  mine,  would  evermore  take 
from  fuch  an  action  fome  (lain ;  without  reckoning,, 
that  not  daring  to  hope  from  you  and  your  brothers 
an  approbation  of  fo  hardy  an  attempt,  I  mould  ex- 
pofe  myfelf  to  the  neceffity  of  living  with  you  in  an 
eternal  difcord.  Thefe  confederations  prevailed. 
Without  abfolutely  renouncing  my  defign,  which  I 
looked  upon  as  the  only  way  to  vanquifh  the  heart 
of  Rofe,  I  determined  to  communicate  it  to  your 
brother.  I  obtained  the  liberty  to  fee  him  in  the 
Baftile.  He  received  me  without  any  mark  -of  refent- 
ment,  confefiing,  that  he  mould  with  pleafure  fee 
me  his  filler's  hufband,  if  the  tendernefs  he  had  for 
her  did  not  make  him  fear  to  force  her  inclinations.. 
He  could  not  hear  me  mention  the  troubles  in  which, 
(he  was  involved,  without  accufmg  her  ©f  having  pre- 
cipitated herfelf  into  them,  and  without  lamenting 
her  wilfulnefs,  which  brought  on  all  our  common 
difgraces.  I  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  difcover 
to  him  my  defigns,  and  to  prefs  him  to  approve 
them.  My  candour  and  opennefs  moved  him.  He 
added  but  one  condition  to  the  (lep  I  was  intending 
to  take  ;  which  was,  to  communicate  it  to  his  brothers, 
and  obtain  their  approbation,  as  he  granted  his  to, 
me.  I  have  brought  it  here  under  his  hand,  added 
he  ;  and  though  ray  affairs  are  not  yet  ended  at  St 
Germain,  yet  1  have  nothing  fo  urgent,  as  to  finifli 
this  one,    upon   which  ail  the  happinefs   of    my  life 

depends* 
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depends.  He  immediately  (hewed  me  George's  note, 
which   contained   no   more  than  a  bare  confent  to  the 

marriage   of    my  lord    Linch   with  Rofe ,  his- 

lifter  ;  without  any  exprefs  mention  of  a  rape.  And 
he  added  to  his  (lory  the  mod:  tender  and  preffing  in- 
ftances,  in  offering  to  me  even  an  abfolute  command 
of  his  fortune,  which,  faid  he,  I  will  put  into  your 
hands. 

Although  a  propofal  of  this  nature  had  began  to 
work  in  me  a  change,  and  that  it  appeared  to  call  for 
all  my  refle6lions,  yet  the  necefiary  anfvver  to  it 
caufed  me  but  little  embarrafment.  I  thanked  my 
lord  Linch  for  the  inclination  he  preferved  for  my 
filter.  Having  thoughts  every  moment,  fays  I,  of 
going  myfelf  to  Paris,  I  flatter  myfelf  to  have  con-- 
ferved  power  enough  over  Rofe's  mind  to  make  her 
relifh  every  thing  which  is  agreeable  to  prudence  and 
the  honour  of  her  family.  I  hope  that  we  fnall  have 
no  occafion  for  violent  expedients:  But  when  it  be- 
comes necelTary  to  employ  them,  you  will  think  it 
proper  not  to  do  fo,  tiil  you  have  exhaufted  all  other 
remedies.  Tr.is  manner  of  declaring  myfelf,  which 
was  neither  oppofite  to  his  views,  nor  too  favourable 
to  his  hopes,  kft  me  power  of  thoroughly  fearching 
into  the  advantages  of  an  alliance,  of  which  I  had 
heard  nothing  of  the  firft  project  but  from  Patrick's 
relation.  Moreover,  I  was  pofitively  refolved  not  to. 
defer  longer  my  departure  fur  France  ;  and  to  the 
zeal  with  which  I  had  forwarded  Patrick's  marriage, 
I  joined  almoft  an  equal  longing  to  find  myfelf  at 
liberty  of  applying  all  my  pain&  to  the  confolation  of 
my  filler.  Jn  the  mean  time,  I  could  not  forbear 
fhewing  to  my  lord  Linch  how  much  I  was  alarmed 
at  the  wall  half  pierced  through,  which  left  "her,  as 
it  were,  open  to  a  difcovery  ;  but  he  removed  my 
fears  by  informing  me,  that  he  had  left  in  the  apart- 
ment a  woman,  whom  he  had  intended,  during  his 
firft  views,  to  wait  upon  Rofc  ;  and  that  all  his  do- 
medics  were  lodged  by  his  orders,  in  feveral  hotffei 
of  the  neighbourhood,  to  be  ready  not  only  to  aftiit 

rny 
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my  fifler  upon  all  occafions,  but  alfo  to  watch  he  r  ; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  to  follow  her,  if  by  any  reafon 
fhe  fhould  find  it  necefTary  to  change  her  lodgings. 
I  thought  fhe  was  in  fafety  under  thefe  precautions  ; 
but  what  idea  ought  I  to  form  of  her  lot,  when  join- 
ing fuch  ftrange  circumftances  to  thofe  of  her  letter, 
J  reprefented  her  to  myfelf  all  at  one  view  wreftling 
againft  mifcry,  and,  as  it  were,  environed  by  an  herd 
of  ravenous  wolves,  who  had  defigns  on  her  repofe 
and  liberty  ?  The  project,  from  which  the  favour 
of  heaven  had  diverted  my  lord  Linch,   might  it   not 

ilart  the  like  defire  in  the  duke  of  and  thofe 

other  lovers  whom  fhe  did  not  name  ?  To  what  was 
me  perpetually  expofed  !  I  mould  have  gone  off  im- 
mediately, if  I  had  confulted  nothing  but  my  zeal  ;. 
and  my  lord  Linch,  who  thought  me  already  fixed  in 
his  interefts,  made  ufe  of  the  confefiion  I  had  made 
of  my  intentions,  to  prefs  me  not  at  all  to  defer  them. 
I  was  flopped  only  by  two  reafons  ;  the  defire  to  fee 
Patrick  eftablifhed  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity  in  the 
county  of  Antrim  before  my  departure,  and  the  ne- 
»  eility  of  making  up  a  fum  of  money  fufficient  to 
keep  me  from  a  dependence  on  any  perfon  in  Paris. 
.  My  lord  Linch  would  have  broke  the  matter  to 
Patrick,  but  I  intreated  him  to  leave  that  talk  to  me  ; 
and  returning  to  my  brother's  bed,  where  I  yet  found 
his  fpoufe,  their  hands  being  tenderly  twifted  within 
<r\cb.  other,  I  drew  an  omen  fo  favourable  from  the- 
iituation  in  which  I  furprifed  them,  that  I  thought  I 
might  ufe  moie  freedom  with  my  fifter-in  law,  and 
treat  of  our  affairs  in  her  prefence,  as  of  an  intereft 
common  to  us  all.  I  apprifed  them  of  the  fubjefl  of 
my  lord  Linch's  journey,  his  propofals,  and  the  in- 
ftances  with  which  he  preffed  me  te  be  gone.  Although- 
J  avoided  to  touch  on  the  melancholy  fituation  of 
Pvofe,  Sarah  comprehended,  that  a  young  lady,  ex- 
pofed to  a  rape,  againft  which  fhe  had  no  defence, 
was  not  in  a  very  defirable  fituation;  and  thetendernels 
of  her  heart  taking  the  alarm  all  at  once  for  Patrick's 
iiller,   fhe  was  the  firil  to  interrupt  me,  in  requiring- 
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two  things,  on  which  (he  infilled  with  the  fame  zeal  : 
You  will  be  cruel,  fays  (he  to  me,  in  lending  your 
hand  to  the  running  away  with  Rofe,  and  in  defiririg 
to  marry  her  againft  her  will  to  my  lord  Linch.  I 
know  he  is  rich  ;  but  does  happinefs  confifl:  in  riches  ? 
If  the  fortune  of  my  filler  does  not  correfpond  with 
your  defires,  added  (he,  already  owning  fo  tender  a 
name,  bring  her  over  into  Ireland.  Shall  I  not  be 
exceeding  happy  in  having  a  companion  fo  dear,  and 
the  power  of  contributing  to  her  eftablifhment  ? 
Then  fqueezing  her  hufband's  hands,  (he  requested 
of  him  the  liberty  and  the  return  of  Rofe,  as  two 
favours  which  (lie  would  have  granted. 

I  difcovered  in  my  brother's  eyes,  that  his  mind 
was  not  yet  free  from  trouble.  Neverthelefs,  with- 
out fcrtiple  tiding  with  the  fentiments  of  Sarah,  he 
joined  in  her  requeft,  and  intreated  me  not  to  retard 
the  execution  of  what  (he  defired.  We  agreed,  that 
without  explaining  ourfelves  openly  to  my  lord  Linch, 
we  mould  make  him  our  acknowledgments  in  the 
terms  I  had  already  done  ;  and  that  if  he  was  dif- 
pofed  to  go  off  as  foon  as  1,  I  mould  not  refufc 
to  "take  the  journey  with  him.  Sarah  would  not  at 
all  liften  to  what  I  had  reprefented,  of  the  neceffity  I 
was  in  to  go  firft  to  the  county  of  Antrim.  She  told 
me,  that  it  was  but  juft  that  Patrick  and  me  would 
bear  all  the  charges  of  my  enterprife,  ftnee  they  had 
laid  on  me  the  burden  of  the  trouble  and  fuccefs. 
My  departure  was  fettled  for  the  next  day.  I  com- 
municated this  refolution'  immediately  to  my  lord" 
Linch,  who  without  hefitttton  anfwtrcd,  that  he  would 
be  ready  to   accompany  me. 

After  fo  many  cares  and  inquietudes,  I  mould  have 
began  to  have  found  fome  fweetnefs  in  hopes,  if  I 
could  have  gone  away  more  calm  in  relation  to  the 
foliation  of  Patrick.  I  employed  myftlf  in  thefc 
ideas  fome  part  of  the  afternoon,  Waiting  an  op- 
portunity tofpeak  to  him  without  witnef*.  His  fever 
was  not  yet  abated  ;  and  in  whatever  manner  I  might 
explain    that  »ir  of   complaiiancc   I    thought    I    faw 
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in  him  for  his  fpoufe,  yet  I  could  not  attribute  the 
diforders  of  his  health  to  any  thing  but  the  agitation 
of  hia  mind.  My  wiihed  for  moment  came,  having 
found  him  alone.  1  am  leaving  you,  fays  I,  and  if  1 
forfake  you  while  you  are  under  an  uncertain  ftate  of 
health,  yet  I  carry  away  at  lead  the  pleafure  of  be- 
lieving, that  you  are  a  little  more -fenfi  hie  of  the  merit 
of  your  fpoufe.  I  have  obferved  the  progrefs  fne  has 
made  in  your  heart,  and  I  have  given  thanks  to 
heaven  from  the  bottom  of  mine.       He  interrupted 

me Ah  !   faid  he  with  a  languishing  voice,  continue 

to  hold  this  opinion  ;  I  wifii  that  (he  alfo  may  em- 
brace it  :  You  will  both  then  be  fatisfied,  and  I  fhall 
be  the  only  miferable  wretch.  How  !  replied  I  with 
aftonimment,  have  you  no  thoughts  of  living  hap- 
pily with  her,  and  will  you  deny  thofe  fentiments, 
which  a  man  of  honour  ought  to  have  for  an  amiable 
and  virtuous  woman  ?  What  fignify  then  the  carefles 
which  you  fometimes  mew  to  her  ?  He  conjured  me 
not  to  irritate  his  trouble,  and  to  remember  what  he 
had  told  me  four  hours  before,  as  a  rule  from  which 
he  would  never  fwerve.  I  have  a  gentle  and  comply- 
ing temper,  continued  he,  I  am  not  capable  of  re- 
filling the  advances  of  a  woman  j  and  when  Sarah 
comes  to  over- burthen  me,  as  now  and  then  (he  does, 
with  the  obliging  marks  of  her  tendernefs  and  dif- 
quiet,  I  cannot  have  the  brutality  to  pufh  her  from 
me  :  But  all  I  can  do  to  help  her  tranquillity  will  be 
for  ever  ufelefs  to  mine.  Why  do  you  put  me  upon 
this  melancholy  fubjec~t,  added  he,  interrupting  hira- 
felf,  do  not  you  remember  all  I  have  promifed;you  ? 

I  thought  that  being  yet  filled  with  hisprepoffeflions, 
it  would  be  of  no  avail  to  oppofe  them  on  the  eve 
of  my  departure.  I  would  have  broke  off  this  dif- 
courfe  at  that  time,  and  recommending  him  to  hea- 
ven, I  mould  have  had  nothing  elfe  to  employ  me  but  - 
th§  preparations  for  my  voyage,  if  he  had  not  told  me 
himfelf,  that  he  had  fomething  of  importance  to  com- 
municate to  me.  Drawing  near  him  I  obferved,  that 
his  face  was  overfpread  with  blufhes.     He  prayed  me- 

ta 
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to  liften  to  him,  and  began  this  difcourfe  : — Alas! 
what  compafs  of  words  am  I  obliged  to  ufe  to  dif- 
cover  to  you  a  fecret,  which  the  p.-efent  circumftances 
will  not  permit  me  to  conceal  from  you  longer  ?  You 
are  going  to  Paris,  where  you  may  hope  perhaps  to 
find  dePeffes  again.  But  he  is  gone  a  farj  nirney.  If  you 
remember  the  relation  I  made  you  at  Coleraine,  you 
mnft  have  obferved  that  I  praifed  his  zeal,  and  con- 
feffed  the  inclination  I  had  to  ferve  bin*  with  Rofe  y 
but  that  which  you  might  have  believed  to  proceed 
from  gratitude  and  friendfhip  has  its  rife  from  ano- 
ther caufe.  After  the  ruin  of  our  affairs,  and  at 
the  time  that  he  offered  me  all  his  fubftance  to  rc- 
eilablim  them,  I  made  him  my  confident  in  my  mod 
grievous    misfortunes.    '  My  pafiion    for    madam   de 

L. and  her  unforefeen  efcape,  which  left  me 

in  ignorance  even  of  the  road  me  took,  touched  a 
heart  that  love  had  fubjedted  to  the  fame  torments. 
His  intereft  perhaps  made  him  offer  me  a  fervice,  of 
which  the  reward  ought  to  be  of  the  fame  nature. 
In  one  word,  he  undertook  a  journey  into   Germany, 

(where  I  am  perfuaded  Mr  de  L is  retired  with 

his  daughter)  and  to  vifit  many  large  cities,  where 
entleman  has  been  employed  in  the  king's  af- 
fairs. The  return  he  propofed  to  me  was  to  take 
care  of  the  heart  of  Rofe,  while  he  was  running 
half  over  Europe  to  fecure  me  one  which  I  thought 
to  be  loll.  In  the  zeal  of  an  unhappy  pallion  I 
promifed  him  much  more  than  perhaps  he  durll  hope 
Not  having  then  perceived  that  Rofe  had  any 
other  reafons  to  repulfe  him,  than  what  George  had 
infpired  her    with,    I    flattered    my  ft  If    that    I    could 

Mint  them.  George,  fays  I,  has  been  a  long  time 
in  the  Baflilc  ;  the  dean  loves  you  ;  Rofe  herfelf  has 
never    yet    difcovered    any    averiion    to    you,     and     I 

always    imagined    that   (he  would    give  you    the 

rence,    if  (he  could  lillen  to  her  heart  rather  than 

to  her  ambition.    In  fine,    I  promifed  to  have  the  fame 

Lfitereftl    that   he  had    for  mine  ;   and  to 

nore   force   to   ilii?  engagement,    I   gave   him  a 

writing 
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writing  figned  by  my  name,    with   all  the  formalities 
that  might  bind  a  man  of  honour. 

It  is  true,  that  being  willing  to  begin  immediately 
to  prepoflefs  Rofe  in  his  favour,  I  obferved,  that 
without  difcovering  any  tokens  of  hatred,  (he  did 
BOt  receive  my  impreffions  fo  readily  as  1  flattered 
myfelf  me  would.  I  fliould  have  fufpe&ed  that  her 
heart  was  filled  with  fome  other  pafiion,  if  I  had 
not  known  a  longtime  before  by  demonitrable  proofs, 

that  the  duke  of and   my  lord  Linch,   whofe 

applications  had  made  a  noife,  were  far  from  plea- 
ding her  ;  and  during  my  afliduities  to  fee  her  in  the 
convent,  I  did  not  at  all  perceive  that  (he  there  re- 
ceived any  other  vifits  than  mine.  However,  going 
one  day  to  vifit  her  at  a  different  hour  than  I  ordi- 
narily did  without  any  defign,  I  was  alone  waiting 
for  her  at  the  grate,  when  I  faw  a  fervant  without  a 
livery,  thrufting  his  head  many  times  to  the  door  as 
if  he  expected  an  anfwer  which  he  was  tired  with  wait- 
ing for.  This  at  leaft  was  the  opinion  with  which 
his  curiofity  furnifhed  me,  and  not  being  able  to  refifi 
mine,  I  plainly  a/lied  him  what  he  waited  for. 
He  confeffed  that  he  waited  for  the  orders  of  a  pen- 
sioner  of  the   convent   to  whom   he   had  delivered  a 

letter.     Madam  de !   fays   I,  naming  my  filler. 

He  owned  it  was  fhe.  I  took  a  refolution  on  the 
fpot  which  will  furprife  you.  Very  well  fays  I,  T 
fhall  be  difcreet,  and  will  not  at  all  interrupt  you. — 
Going  afterwards  from  the  parlour,  I  gave  him  time 
to  receive  the  anfwer  he  waited  for  ;  but  being  four 
fteps  from  the  grate  with  my  footman,  and  having 
feen  him  go  out,  I  flopped  him,  ond  threatned  him 
with  the  greateft  extremities,  if  he  did  not  give  me 
up  the  letter  which  he  had  received.  In  a  defert 
place,  wherein  no-body  could  fee  us,  he  could  not 
refufe  to  obey  me.  I  immediately  withdrew  to  return 
home,  and  delayed  reading  a  piece  of  fuch  concern 
until  I  got  there.  My  footman  gave  me  notice  that 
the  other  followed  us  y  but  having  no  meafures  to  ob- 

fenre 
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ferve  in  an  affair  of  this  nature,  I  affe&ed  to  conti- 
nue my  road  without  giving  him  any  attention.' 

Judge  with  what  eagcrnefs  I  opened  my  fitter's 
letter.  It  contained  but  fix  lines,  of  which  I  re- 
member every  word.  I  fball  never  hearken,  fays  fhe, 
to  a  propofal  that  wounds  my  duty;  do  not  renew 
it  any  more,  if  you  would  have  me  preferve  the  opi- 
nion I  have  hitherto  had  of  you.  Is  it  not  enough  to 
have  wreited  from  me  a  confent,  with  which  I  re- 
proach myfelf  ?  and  what  reafon  can  I  have  to  buiid 
upon  your  efteem,  without  which  1  could  not  be  fen- 
fible  of  your  love,  if  the  ways  you  would  prefcribe 
me  are  only  proper  to  make  me  lofe  it  ?  Wait  until 
my  affairs  are  cleared  up,  it  mail  be  my  duty  then  to 
hearken  to  your  love  ;  but  it  is  your's  to  day  not  to 
abufe  my  inclination  for  you,  and  the  cmbarrafment 
Ml  which  -I  am.  « 

The  reading  of  this  letter,  continued  Patrick, 
raifed  in  me  no  other  emotion  than  that  of  furprife. 
It  was  no  extraordinary  matter  that  a  young  lady  as 
amiable  as  Rofe  fhould-plcafe  every  one  who  knew  her, 
and  I  fhould  not  impute  it  to  her  as  a  crime  to  be  her- 
felf  fenfible  of  the  love  of  a  man  of  merit.  Befides, 
judging  of  her  engagements  by  her  expreflions,  I  could 
not  aecufe  her  of  having  Hepped  out  of  certain  bounds, 
withid  which  it  feemed  to  me  that  love  might  eafily 
be  made  to  fquare  with  honour.  But  I  could  not  re- 
from  my  furprife,  when  I  Considered  what  ad* 
drefs  fix*  had  need  of  to  difguife  from  us  a  paffion, 
that  could  not  be  new  born,  and  which  could  not 
■c  her  in  a  commerce  of  letters  without  having 
made  great  progreffl  in  her  heart.  I  inquired  vvho 
might    be    thi*3    happy  lover,     who   «rai    preferred     to 

the    duke    of    ,    to    Mr    de    Pedes,    and    my 

Linch.  Nothing  prcfi  nted  itfelf  to  my  memory 
that  could  get  me  out  of  thij  doubt,  when  my  foot- 
came  to  give  me  notice,  that  a  man  well 
.1  of  a  good  appearance  required  to  ij>e  ik 
with  me.  He  added,  that  there  was  no  lign  that 
he  knew    me,   QoCC  in  demanding  to    fee  me  he  did 

not 
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not  mention  me  by  my  name,  nor  by  any  other 
term  than  that  of  my  mafter.  1  did  not  at  all  doubt 
but  that  this  vilit  had  fome  relation  to  my  fi  tier's 
letter,  and  all  the  fears  that  might  remain  on  the 
former  affair  did  not  prevent  my  receiving  him. 
The  unknown  was  in  reality  a  man  of  good  mien„ 
He  advanced  boldly,  and  in  a  fierce  tone  demand- 
ed by  what  right  and  with  what  views  I  had  ufed 
violence  in  making  myfelf  mafter  of  a  letter  in 
which  I  had  no  concern.  I  fmiled  at  this  queilion, 
which  he  meant  as  a  menace;  and  without  giving  a 
very  ferious  air  to  my  anfwer,  it  is  true,  fays  1,  I 
mould  have   rights  abundantly  clear  over  madam   de 

,  if  I  had  been    her    father;  but  in  reality  me 

is  only  my  filler.  Thefe  two  words  having  cleared 
up  his  doubts,  he  made  me  an  apology  with  a  dis- 
turbed air,  and  falling  upon  the  merit  of  Rofe,  he 
complimented  me  upon  being  the  brother  of  fuch  a 
charming  lady.  Yes,  interrupted  I,  in  a  tone  more 
refolute,  young  and  charming,  but  worthy  alfo  to  be 
refpefred  for  her  birth,  and  the  honour  of  her  fenti- 
m-ents :  And  whoever  mould  think  of  her  without 
making  honour  his  guide,  would  expofe  himfelf  to 
the  hazard  of  finding  an  obftacle  in  the  way.  I 
corr.rr.er.d  this  generous  warmth,  fays  the  flranger, 
and  mall  do  all  juftice  to  it  in  my  report,  for  ir  i* 
not  my  own  intereft,  added  he,  that  has  brought  me 
here.  Ke  rofe  up>  and  having  civilly  renewed  his 
excufes  retired,  without  fuffering  me  to  wait  on  him 
even  to  the  door. 

This  converfation  left  me  more  difquictude  than 
vexed.  The  opinion  I  had  of  Rofe  and  the  very  ex- 
preflions  of  her  letter  were  fufficient  vouchers  for  her 
virtue  ;  but  I  could  have  wifhed  to  have  difcovered 
who  it  was  that  flood  fo  well  in  her  heart,  and  what 
way  he  took  to  arrive  at  it.  Not  hoping  for  thefe 
difcoveries  but  from  herfelf,  I  refolved  not  to  wait 
till  fhe  might  be  forewarned  by  her  lover.  I  re- 
turned to  her  grate,  and  not  finding  her  informed  of 
any  thing  that  had  pafTed,  I  took  occafion,  from  fome 

new 
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new  inftances  in  favour  of  dc  Peffes,  to  fignify  to 
her,  that  I  believed  fhe  had  other  reafons  for  her 
coldnefs  than  her  natural  indifference.  I  would  not 
at  all  expofe  her  to  have  recourfe  to  any  difguife  in 
defending  herfclf,  but  confefiing  that  chance  had 
thrown  a  difcovery  of  fomething  in  my  way  that  I  was 
not  in  fcarch  of,  I  lamented  that  fhe  mould  fail  in 
confidence  for  a  brother,  who  loved  her  fo  tenderly. 
She  was  not  at  all  capable  of  thofe  artifices  which  I 
defired  to  prevent.  Candour  was  in  her  eyes  and  on 
her  lips.  She  Seized  my  hands  blaming,  and  a/king 
pardon  for"  her  bafhfulnefs  more  than  for  her  diffi- 
dence, me  promifed  to  acquaint  me  with  what  fhe  had 
a  loHg  time  reproached  herfelf  for  having  concealed 
from  my  knowledge.  But  interruping  herfelf  immc- 
diatcly,  do  you  then  know  him,  fays  me  calling  dowa 
her  eyes,  oan  you  inform  me  of  his  name? 

This  queflion  pronounced  with  vivacity,  though 
with  a  penfive  air,  gave  me  throughly  to  underftand, 
that  Rofe's  wound  was  not  only  deep,  but  that  there 
were  fome  extraordinary  circumflances  in  her  adven- 
I  was  impatient  to  learn  this  ftrange  fecret.  You 
remember,  faid  fhe  at  lad,  therfrft  ball  that  you  and 
George  carried  me  to.  The  afiiduity  which  the  duke, 
of  -  ■  (hewed  about    me    did    not    binder   my  re- 

marking, that  1  was  obferved  with  as  much  application 
man    whole   figure    and     attention    greatly  intc- 
\  me  in    his    behalf.      He  changed    places  twenty 
times,  to  :  lofc  that  were  near  mine,  where  he 

lioufly  fee  me.      I  was  too    much 
••  guard  t  ,   perceive  that  I  was  fmitten 

with    the    perfeverance    of    his   looks;     but    it   is   true 
I  then  felt  the    effects    which   were  yet   unknown 
1  fhould  have  had  the  CUriofitg  to  inquire  to- 
il    quality  and    name,   if  decen<  .11    not    put  u 
Hop   to  any  fuch    thought  ;    fo  that  1  Dipped  the   only 
•unity  that  ever  I    had  of   knowing  them.      Ne- 
vertbelefi,  other  cares  having  almolt  effaced  th 

e  of    him,   tin  i  «1    wi'h  mc   only  a 

impreflion  of  him,  when  George  took  it  in  hit 
ht3   to    leave  you   with    the   derm,   and   to   fettle 

bin 
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"himfelf  with  me  in  another  houfe.  I  had  no  other 
motive  for  following  him  hut  an  afcendant  he  had 
gained  over  my  mind.  The  firft  time  I  went  a- 
broad  to  church  I  was  like  one  feared  to  find  at  my 
fide  this  fame  man,  whom  I  took  a  pleafure  in  look- 
ing at  before  at  the  ball.  He  confeffed  to  me  that  he 
did  not  owe  this  meeting  to  chance.  All  his  employ- 
ment had  been  to  find  me  out.  Heat  length  got  the 
opportunity  of  difcovering  to  me  a  mare  of  his 
fentiments.  What  can  I  fay  in  justification  of  my 
having  heard  them  ?  He  unfolded  them  to  me  indeed 
with  fo  much  refpect  and  foftnefs,  that  I  felt  all  my 
inclination  awakened.  My  fear  gave  place  to  confi- 
dence. Without  wounding  modefly  by  my  anfwer, 
I  defended  myfelf  only  by  general  reafons  of  deco- 
rum and  honour,  which  would  not  fufFer  me  to  re- 
ceive his  applications  without  the  approbation  of  my 
brothers.  Far  from  complaining  of  my  thoughts, 
he  allured  me,  he  efteemed  himfelf  happy  in  finding 
them  fuch  as  he  expected;  and  not  being  capable 
he  faid,  of  loving  without  efteem,  he  fwore  to  me 
fmcerity  and  conftancy,  and  did  not  fear  to  witnefs 
his  oaths  by  him  whom  we  were  going  to  adore  at 
church.  But  when  I  repeated  to  him,  that  I  depend- 
ed on  ray  brothers,  and  that  there  was  nothing  I 
could  put  in  balance  with  my  duty,  he  confefied  to 
me  with  a  diiturbed  air,  that  invincible  reafons  laid 
him  under  a  neceffity  of  putting  a  conltraint  upon 
himfelf;  that  bearing  a  name  known  in  the  world, 
and  enjoying  a  fecure  and  eftabliftied  fortune,  he  had 
good  reafons  to  proroifc  himfelf  that  my  brothers 
would  not  reject  him,  when  he  could  publicly  offer  me 
his  fervices,  but  that  he  was  compelled  by  a  motive, 
which  would  one  day  appear  honourable  in  their 
eyes,  to  keep  himfelf  for  fome  time  concealed  even 
from  me;  and  propofing  to  himfelf  my  happinefs  as 
much  as  his  own,  he  conjured  me  to  receive  his  ad- 
dreffes  privately,  and  to  regulate  the  manner  he 
Should  make  them  with  all  the  rigour  of  my  virtue. 

Thia 
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This  propofal,  continued  Rofe,  appeared  to  mc  fo 
injurious,  that  my  refentment  made  me  immediate- 
ly break  up  a  convetfation  that  had  endured  too  long. 
No,  fays  I,  ftrains  of  this  nature  are  utterly  un- 
known to  me,  and  my  duty  teaches  me  to  fly  when 
any  one  dare  propofe  them.  We  were  at  the  church 
door,  where  the  throng  did  not  fuffer  us  to  enter 
eafily,  which  made  me  fear  left  he  fhould  conti- 
nue his  converfation  whether  I  would  or  not.  But 
if  this  reafon  favoured  the  relifh  I  had  of  hearing 
him  at  firft,  it  now  ferved  mc  for  a  pretence  to  ilep 
hailily  into  the  coach  that  waited  for  me,  and  drive 
off  to  a  church  more  remote. 

I  was  fo  moved  to  hear  Rofe,  that  I  had  no 
thoughts  of  interrupting  her.  All  the  fati»faction, 
purfued  Are,  that  I  felt  in  preferring  my  duty  to  the 
inclinations  of  my  heart,  did  not  defend  me  from  a 
fecret  grief,  until  with  a  deep  figh  I  afked  myfelf, 
how  it  happened  that  duty  and  love  were  fo  un- 
happily oppofites,  and  by  what  difpofition  of  hea- 
ven it  fell  out  that   the  fweets  adhering  to  our  weak- 

were  more  poignant  than  thoft  annexed  to  vir- 
tue ?  The  features  which  I  came  from  feeing  were 
prefent  to  my  eyes  ;  the  found  of  his  voice,  the 
turn  of  his  expreflions,  yet  heat  upon  my  ears.  I 
found  a  relation  fo  fweet  between  the  impreflion  on 
my  fenfes  and  the  movements  of  my  heart,  that  af- 
ter a  world  of  reflection  ,  I  could  not  doubt,  that  the 
facrifice  I  came  from  making  was  not  the  facrificc  of 
all  my  happinefs.  Neverthclcfs,  I  was  fupported  with 
the  contemplation  of  my  duty.  The  ball  of  the 
hotel  de  Carnavallet,  where  I  again  faw  the  caufe  of 
all  my  inquietudes,  made  no  change  in  my  prin- 
ciples. 1  even  avoided  fpeaking  to  him,  and  the  re- 
gret of  removing  myfelf  from  him  made  no  part  in 
ifliculty  I  had  in  following  you. 

e  I  could  not  binder  myfelf  from  afldng  my 
filler,  why  (he  did  not  at  kail  confult  George  upon 
an   adventure    fo    lingular,   and   what   reafon    ihc    had 

p  it  a  fecret  from  him.      lie,   faid  Ihc,  enter- 
tained, mc  with  nothing  but  the  hopes  he  had  con- 
ceived 
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ceived  of  feeing  me  make  a  brilliant  fortune,     tht 

example   of  the  -duke  of ,   who  was   not   dif- 

couraged  at  all  my  indifferences,  made  him  believe 
that  it  would  be  fufficient  for  me  to  appear  at  court, 
or  in  the  belle  affemblies  of  the  town,  to  draw  to 
me  the  affections  of  a  crowd  of  lovers.  I  never 
had  the  courage  to  confefs  to  him  the  inclination  I 
felt  for  an  unknown  man.  You  all  three  have  sc~ 
cuftorr.ed  me,  added  me  tenderly,  to  regard  you  as  fo 
many  matters.  Then  returning  to  her  ftory  —  I 
could  then  flatter  myfelf  to  have  my  heart  free,  yet 
not  fo  as  to  be  more  difpofed  to  enter  into  other  en- 
gagements, for  which  this  adventure  made  me  even 
lole  the  relifh  ;  fo  that  Mr  de  PefTes  and  my  lord 
Lincli  were  little  capable  of  moving  me.  It  was  only 
a  f  'million  to  the  advice  of  my  brothers  that  de- 
term. .ed  me  fucceffively  to  bear  them.  Call  to  your 
mind  the  inclination  I  had  for  folitude  j  in  thofe 
retiremi  -rowfuily  had  the  pleafure  of  recalling 
to  my  men  j  'he  happinefs  I  had  renounced,  and 
I  fortified  myfi  If  ii:  my  indifference  for  men  to  that 
degree,  that  I  thought  to  harden  myfelf  againft  him 
who  alone  knew  how  to  pleaie  me.  In  the  mean 
time  we  had  Icarce  arrived  ?t  Paris,  when  the  fight 
of  madam  de  L ,  whole  acquaintance  you  pro- 
cured me,  your  reciprocal  tendernefa,  your  protec- 
tions of  love  and  conftancy,  in  fine,  your  happinefs, 
of  which  I  was  a  witnefs,  made  me  perceive  more 
than  ever,  that  fomcthing  was  wanting  to  mine.  I 
could  not  difguife  from  you  my-  fentiments  ;  you  drew 
from  me  the  confefiion  of  it  by  your  inltances  and 
your  careflcs.  It  is  to  this  fatal  confidence  that  we 
ought  to  afcribe  all  our  misfortunes.  When  neceflity 
made  me  take  the  refolution  of  entering  into  this 
convent,  I  then  gave  thanks  to  heaven,  and  con- 
fidered,  that  for  a  woman,  who  has  nothing  to  hope 
from  love  or  fortune,  a  retreat  is  a  lot  that  cannot 
be  chofen  too  fpeedily.  I  do  not  know  how  far  this 
r.efle&ion  might  have  carried  me,  if  on  the  fecond 
day  of  my  entrance  into   this  houfe   I  had  not   re- 

laofed 
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lapfed  into  new  difficulties  by  an  unforefeen  adven- 
ture. I  was  informed  that  fome-body  wanted  me  at 
the  grate.  I  fancied  immediately  that  it  was  you  or 
Mr  de  PcfTes.  But  imagine  my  furprife,  when  upon 
opening  the  door  of  the  parlour  I  faw  my  unknown. 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  retired.  There  is  fomething 
due  alfo  to  decorum  and  good-manners.  It  is  cer- 
tain I  remained  at  firft  irrefolute  ;  and  he  having 
obferved  my  confufion,  addreffed  me  in  fuch  re- 
fpe&ful  and  tender  importunities,  that  they  had  the 
power  of  flopping  me.  Without  informing  me  how  he 
hud  difcovcrcd  my  abode,  after  having  taken  a  thou- 
fand  unfuccefsful  pains  to  find  me,  during  our  retire- 
ment at  Saifons,  he  conjured  me  to  determine  the  dura- 
tion of  his  life,  which  he  faid  depended  on  the  pity  he 
implored.  I  was  melted  at  his  air,  in  which  indeed 
I  thought  I  had  obferved  an  abject  heavinefs  and 
languifhment.  Neverthelcfs,  though  I  was  poflefTcd 
of  this  opinion,  I  made  no  difficulty  to  anfwer  him, 
that  I  was  offended  at  a  vifit  which  wounded  all  my 
duties,  and  that  I  would  not  receive  any  perfon,  who 
was  not  recommended  to  me  by  my  brother.  I  turn- 
ed about  to  leave  him.  He  cafl  liimfclf  on  his 
knees ;  do  not  throw  into  defpair,  fays  he,  a  man 
who  adores  you  ;  I  dare  not  vaunt  to  you  the  value 
of  my  heart,  but  you  (hall  know how  !  in- 
terrupted I,  without  having  taken  the  pains  to  ex- 
plain yourfelf  to  my  brothers  !  This  anfwer,  which 
efcaped  me  in  my  emotion,  finifhed  his  conflernation. 
Ah  !  cried  lie,  I  have  cruel  reafons  to  impofe  on 
mc  lilence,  which  you  yourfelf  will  one  day  ap- 
prove, lint  they  are  at  an  end.  I  afk  you  no  more 
than  a  permiilion  to  love  you,  and  hopes  to  be  one 
day  your's.  I  (hall  renounce  even  the  plcafurc  of  fee- 
ing you  ;  I  fliali  do  myfelf  this  dreadful  violence,  if 
latter  me  with  the  lead  hope  for  a  day  to  come, 
which  cannot  be  far  off.  Not  feeing  any  thing  in 
theft  intreaties  that  could  engage  me  in  an  honourable 
COrupofition,  1  left  him  without  making  a  reply, 
having  falutcd  him  civilly.     He  appeared  no  m 

tcrwardi 
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tcrwards  at  the  grate.  But  this  very  morning  a  let* 
ter  came  to  me,  which  I  opened  in  hafte,  thinking 
only  that  it  might  contain  fome  account  of  our  af- 
fairs. Though  it  had  not  a  name  to  it,  and  that  I 
had  no  reafon  to  know  whofe  hand-writing  it  was, 
yet  I  difcovered  by  the  firft  lines  that  it  came  from 
him.  He  appeared  to  be  informed  not  only  of  George's 
and  your  misfortunes,  but  of  the  need  I  had  of  a 
thoufand  things  neceffary  for  the  conveniences  of 
life.  He  lamented  my  afflictions  like  a  pafiionate 
lover,  and  that  what  he  only  propofed  being  my 
tranquillity  and  happinef*,  he  conjured  me  to  accept 
of  a  houfe  thoroughly  furnifhed,  where  I  mould  be 
ferved  to  the  full  of  my  defires,  and  where  he  pro- 
xnifed  never  to  fee  me,  till  his  affairs  gave  him  the 
liberty  of  offering  me  his  fortune  and  hand.  You 
fee,  if  my  candour  and  franknefs  be  without  referve, 
I  cannot  conceal  that  this  appeamnce  of  difinte- 
reftednefs  touched  my  heart  to  the  bottom.  1  fhed 
tears  in  contemplating  on  my  lot,  which  condemned 
me  to  reject  the  adorations  of  a  man  fo  amiable  and  fo 
generous.  I  could  not  defend  rnyfeif  from  giving  him 
at  leaft  a  civil  anfwer.  In  refufing  his  offer,  I  gave 
him  hopes  by  fome  indefinite  terms,  that  if  his  af- 
fairs and  mine  mould  dear  up  in  fine,  that  if 

the    juft    difficulties    that   flood    in  the   way    mould 

ceafe 

1  hear  you,  interrupted  I,  in  order  to  relieve  her 
embarrafmcut,  which  I  faw  iucreafe  ;  thefe  are  ap- 
pearances that  promife  an  extraordinary  lover ;  and 
I  reproach  you  for  not  having  fooner  given  me  thefe 
hints,  which  might  have  helped  juft  now  to  have 
made  a  difcovery  at  leaft  of  his  name.  But  what  can 
one  think,  added  I,  of  his  obfeure  reafons,  which 
hinder  him  from  following  his  inclinations,  and  make 
him  even  dread  being  known  ?  Is  he  fo  young,  that  one 
may  imagine  him  to  be  conftrained  by  the  authority 
of  his  family  ?  She  told  me,  that  he  could  not  be 
much  under  thirty  years  of  age.  Has  he  any  law- 
fuit,  replied  I,  any  affair  of  honour,  that  might  ob- 
lige 


The  Dean  vf  Coleraine.  219 

lige  him  to  conceal  himfelf,  or,  it  may  be,  fome  (lain 
or  blemifh  with  which  he  durft  not  make  a  public 
appearance  in  the  world  ?  I  laid  alfo  before  RoiVs 
eyes  all  that  prudence  might  make  her  fear,  with  an 
intention  not  fo  much  to  combat  an  inclination  which 
appeared  to  me  to  be  ftrongly  manifelted,  as  for  keep- 
ing my  word  given  to  de  Peflfes,  in  avoiding  at  lead 
to  fide  againil  his  interefts.  This  addrefs  had  fome 
fuccefs.  Rofe,  being  entirely  filled  with  thefe  ideas, 
thought  of  nothing  but  to  bring  me  to  an  explanation 
of  my  firft  difcourfe,  which  had  given  rife  to  her 
itory.  She  embarrafed  me  at  full  by  her  importunity; 
but  becoming  lefs  urgent,  when  I  afiured  her  that  I 
did  not  know  the  name  of  her  lover,  1  had  time  to 
range  my  thoughts  in  order,  after  a  manner  that  was 
not  capable  of  giving  her  any  vexation.  I  left  her  in 
ignorance  that  I  was  pofleffed  of  her  letter  :  and  in 
all  that  followed  I  obferved  a  medium  with  which  file 
was  fatisfied. 

Neverthelefs,  I  ardently  wifhed  for  an  end  of  this 
converfation,  to  purfue  the  hope  I  had  of  discovering 
this  unknown  lover.  I  had  fcarce  left  Rofe,  when  I 
placed  two  men  to  watch  at  the  gate  of  the  convent, 
with  orders  to  obferve  if  any  one  came  to  inquire  for 
my  fitter,  and  that  one  of  them  fiiould  immediately 
run  and  give  me  notice.  For  my  part  I  went  home 
where  I  was  not  intirely  without  hopes  of  receiving 
a  fecond  vifit  from  the  itranger  whom  I  had  already 
fecn.  If  be  refufed  giving  me  further  light  into  the 
matter,  my  refohuion  was  to  challenge  him  out  at  all 
forts  of  rifqnes.  Three  days  waiting  and  continually 
Witching  not  having  gained  me  any  light,  my  difquiet 
ii.cn.akj,  and  other  perplexitttt  being  added  thereto, 
fuch  ceflity,  (which  began  to  make  me 

t  only    or  my  (elf,  b  Rofe,  whomde  Peflef 

had  in  v.n  ■  laboured  t  »  n  pt  of  fome  new  foc- 

)    I   formed  thi  defij  my  journey  to  1 

to    awaken   youi    u  I  communi- 

rcfolution    to  ( «*  and  my  fifter,  who 

both  approved  of  it.     De  Pcfl       who  by  bii  fither/i 

death  was  obliged  to  defer  hi    departure  foi  Germany, 

Vol.   I.  iv  refolvcd 
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refolved  to  begin  his  journey  near  the  fame  time  with 
me,  under  the  hope  of  returning  to  Paris  as  foon  as 
I,  and  to  rejoin  one  another  with  happy  news.  An 
ample  inheritance,  of  which  he  became  mafter,  aug- 
mented his  confidence  and  zeal.  He  lent  me  an  hun- 
dred piftoles,  which  I  made  no  difficulty  of  receiving 
from  a  friend.  Rofe  yet  remained  obftinate  in  refu- 
fing  all  his  offers,  as  much  from  the  fear  of  giving 
him  any  advantage  over  her,  as  the  thoughts  that 
fhe  mould  be  able  to  fupport  herfelf  till  my  return. 
In  fine,  I  left  Paris  while  de  PefTcs  took  the  route  of 
Germany. 

You  obferve,  added  Patrick,  that  X  concealed  thofe 
tircumftances  from  you  upon  my  arrival  at  Coleraine  ; 
my  reafon  was  to  {pare  your  vexation,  which  would  not 
have  been  leffened  upon  hearing  my  filter's  lot;  and, 
in  relation  to  myfdf,  it  would  have  been  then  ufelefs 
to  communicate  to  you  the  enterprize  of  de  PefTes,  as 
it  would  be  to-day,  if  I  did  not  think  myfelf  obliged  to 
make  you  enter  into  this  confederation  of  my  con- 
duel.  Alas  !  added  he  with  a  deep  figh,  which  this 
reflection  wrung  from  him,  what  will  he  think  of  the 
iuconftancy  of  my  refolutions,  and  of  the  bottom- 
lefs  gulph  into  which  I  am  precipitated  !  But  if  I  have 
facrificed  to  my  family  all  the  tendernefs  and  bonds 
of  my  heart,  I  am  not  the  more  difengaged  from  the 
promife  I  have  made  my  friend.  I  cannot  grant  to 
my  lord  Linch  the  confent  he  defires  of  marrying 
Rofe  ;  I  fhall  not  do  it  under  the  hazard  of  my  life, 
€ven  though  fhe  fhould  approve  of  it ;  but  lefs,  with- 
out doubt,  when  the  queftion  is  to  do  violence  to  a 
lifter  fo  dear.  I  admire  that  George,  whofe  character 
I  well  know,  could  lend  an  ear  to  this  propofal;  and 
do  not  flatter  yourfelves,  fays  he  further,  to  make  her 
lofe  the  fentiments  fhe  has  for  her  uuknovvn.  After 
difcovering  to  me  the  fecrets  of  her  heart,  fhe  will  re- 
main conftant.  At  length,  he  prayed  me  to  begin  by 
putting  her  in  fafety  againft  any  attempts  of  my  lord 
Linen,  who  would  hold  her  like  one  beileged  ;  and  if 
fhe  could  not  prevail  on  herfelf,  as  he  feared  fhe  would 

nott 
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not,  to  return  to  Ireland  with  me,  that  I  would  per- 
fuade  her  with  all  mildnefs  to  enter  for  a  time  into 
the  heft  convent  in  Paris,  until  (he  had  got  a  certain 
knowledge  of  her  private  affairs. 

He  told  me  alfo  what  he  thought  of  George's  fitua- 
tionj  hi3  affair  was  too  frefli,  he  faid,  to  hope  that 
the  court  would  fo  foon  grant  any  fort  of  favour 
more  than  he  had  already  received:  But  a  time 
would  come  when  all  his  offences  would  be  effaced  by 
oblivion;  and  many  perfons  of  confequence  were  per- 
fuaded,    that,    after  the    example    of    the  Count  dc 

R ,  he  would  one  day  ftep   out  of  his  chains, 

under  the  condition  of  leaving  France,  or  remaining 
there  under  another  name.  You  will  not,  faid  Pa- 
trick, be  refufed  an  entrance  into  his  prifon,  and  you 
will  learn  from  himfelf  at  what  time  your  folicita- 
tions  will  be  neceffary  in  fupport  of  thofe  of  his 
friends. 

It  was  time  to  finifli  a  converfation  that  might  be 
prejudicial  to  his  health  ;  but  when  I  fpoke  of  my  laft 
adieu,  in  promifing  to  fpare  the  impoitunities  of  my 
lord  Linch,  Hop,  fays  he,  with  an  air  of  foftnefs,  and 
as  if  he  had  fet  apart  to  this  moment  the  care  of  hia 
own  intereft,  which  other  reflections  had  fufpended, 
you  mull  not  go  without  hearing  what  I  have  to  fay 
to  you  on  my  part  to  the  affair  of  de  Peffei :  You 
will  fee  him  fooncr  or  later  at  Paris.  What  will  you 
tclj  him,  when  he  afks  what  detains  me  in  Ireland,  and 
why  I  am  not  in  France  as  foon  as  he?  What  will  you 
anlwer,  if  upon  giving  an  account  of  his  journey,  he 
informs  yoU,  that  he  has  difcovered  the  retreat  of 
madam  de  L— —  ;  and  that  he  has  brought  me, 
perhap3,  fome  new  proof  of  her  love  and  fidelity? 
How  will  you  juflify  the  fatal  ftep  in  which  you  have 
engaged  me!  For  the  efteem  which  the  world  con- 
ceives of  a  man  of  honour  ought  to  be  accounted  for 
eviry  'hing;  and  will  he  that  knows  in  what  bands  I 
was  iound,  qver  perfuade  himfelf  that  I  could  have 
broke  them  by  any  neceflitics  more  powerful  than  the 
mgagcuKnts  of  honour  and  love  ?  Seeing  him  enter 
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into  thefe  ideas,  even  to  the  fhedding  of  tears,  I  forbore 
to  enter  into  any  new  difcuflions.  Forbear,  faid  I, 
thefe  falfe  notions  of  your  firft  engagements,  and  be 
perfuaded  that  love  and  honour  have  impofed  on  you 
Jaws  the  moil  holy  and  inviolable.  I  mail  eafily  con- 
vince de  PefTeo  that  you  have  taken  fide  with  your 
duty,  and  if  he  has  made  any  difcovery  of  your  in- 
terefts  in  Germany,  he  will  rejoice  to  fee  you  affured 
by  ways  the  mod  honourable  and  fhort.  I  required 
from  him  in  the  end,  that  without  giving  himfelf  fur- 
ther up  to  complaints  as  difhonourable  as  ufelefs,  he 
would  fuffer  me  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  the  day  in 
making  preparations  for  my  journey.  My  fatisfac- 
tion,  added  I,  would  have  been  to  have  accompanied 
you  to  your  eftate  }  but  I  leave  you  in  the  hands  of  a 
ipoufe,  whofe  tendernefs  will  leave  no  room  for 
mine  ;  and  preffed  entirely  down  as  I  fee  you  are  by 
your  fever,  I  think  it  a  little  dangerous,  and  fhall 
part  with  you  in  quiet.  If  there  remains  in  Rofe  any 
little  docility  for  my  advice,  you  fhall  not  have  caufe 
to  complain  of  our  being  too  flow  in  rejoining  you. 

I  fent  for  Sarah  and  JDilnick,  who  had  taken  care 
to  order  that  we  mould  not  have  any  interruption. 
Having  declared  to  them  my  refolution  of  beginning 
my  journey  on  the  morrow,  we  fettled  it  by  agree- 
ment, that  Patrick   fhould   take  the  title  of  my  Lord 

N 9  which  had  for   many  ages  belonged  to  the 

.chief  of  our  houfe.  There  was  no  danger  to  fear 
that  George,  who  did  not  think  of  eftablifhing  himfelf 
in  Ireland,  fhould  ever  appear  to  difpute  the  title 
<with  him  ;  and  I  reckoned  upon  obtaining  his  appro- 
bation when  I  fhould  arrive  at  Paris.  I  faluted  Sarah 
by  the  name  of  his  fpouie  ;  and  the  pains  I  took  to 
difpofe  favourably  the  mind  of  my  lord  Linch,  hav- 
ing delivered  Patrick  from  thofe  importunities  which 
lie  dreaded,  I  found  mylelf  at  liberty  after  fo  many 
agitations  to  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  than  to  think  of 
my  journey. 

BOOK 
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BOOK     IV, 


ALL  the  reflexions  I  could  make  on  the  conduct 
and  fituation  of  Rofe  not  being  able  to  regu- 
late my  refolutions  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  her,  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  taking  the  neareft  road,  and 
of  getting  the  itart  of  all  obftacles  with  which  the  ap- 
proaches of  a  furious  war  feemed  to  threaten  us  on 
the  road.  My  lord  Linch,  being  firmly  refolved  to 
bear  me  company,  reprefented,  that  in  croffing  Eng- 
land we  mould  be  flopped  by  a  thoufand  impertinent 
queftions,  to  which  it  would  not  be  on  every  occafion 
cafy  to  give  an  anfwer:  Although  the  pretence  of  hi3 
voyages  to  France  had  hitherto  been  his  education,  yet 
he  was  now  of  fuch  an  age  a3  would  make  that  rea- 
fon  appear  not  very  probable.  It  could  not  but  give 
fome  miftrult  to  fee  a  gentleman,  on  the  eve  of  a  war, 
quit  his  country  to  go  over  to  the  enemies  of  his 
maftcr.  It  was  this  confideration  that  made  him 
keep  his  arrival  a  fecret,  and  he  wifhed  his  depar- 
ture might  be  no  Icfa  fo.  As  to  myfelf,  I  could  not 
make  a  noife  of  my  journey  without  being  laid 
under  a  necefilty  of  imparting  it  to  the  government. 
If,  neverthelefs,  we  would  avoid  taking  the  common 
route,  we  muft  wait  for  opportunities  that  did  not 
always  prefent,  and  expofe  ourfdves  to  delays  not  at 
rccablc  to  our  impatience.  My  lord  Linch,  fol- 
■  the  advic$  of  a  few  faithful  friends,  to  whom 
he  had  difeovcred  himfelf,  propofed  to  me  to  travel  to 
Waterford,  a  city  in  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  where  wc 
might  hope  to  find  fome  French  vcflcl  ready  to  fail, 
K  3  and 
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and  more  probably  as  the  rumour  of  a  war  had  al- 
ready made  the  merchants  think  of  getting  into  their 
own  ports.  I  fubmitted  to  thcfe  reafons,  and  (eacli  of 
us  attended  by  one  fervant)  we  left  Dublin  upon  fuch 
uncertain  informations.  In  reality  we  found  at  Wa- 
terford  a  veffel  bound  to  Havre,  but  which  not  in- 
tending to  fail  in  lefs  than  ten  days,  left  us  under  great* 
er  perplexities  than  we  had  reafons  to  apprehend  from 
palling  through  England.  I  was  of  opinion  to  return 
to  Dublin,  where  our  defigns  would  be  at  lead  better 
concealed  than  in  a  country  town.  Yet  my  lord 
JLinch's  advice  prevailed.  His  eftate  not  lying  very 
far  from  the  place  where  we  were,  he  preffed  me  ta 
employ  the  time,  that  mud  neceffarily  be  loft,  to 
vifit  that  hereditary  treafure  of  which  he  did  not 
doubt  but  Patrick  had  given  me  an  account.  It  will 
be  of  fervice,  added  he,  to  our  common  intereft,  that 
you  fhould  have  fome  knowledge  of  the  fituation  and 
place  where  this  wealth  is  depofited,  as  well  to  con- 
firm the  teftimony  I  have  given  king  James,  as  to 
faciliate  the  means  of  putting  him  in  pofTeflion  of  it. 
I  confented  to  the  propofal,  becaufe  the  circumftances 
of  my  travelling  with  him  laid  me  under  a  neceffity  of 
doing  fo  ;  and  I  was  alfo  fenfible  of  the  confidence 
from  whence  this  offer  feemed  to  proceed.  Linch 
looked  upon  himfelf  as  already  united  to  my  family, 
and  did  no  longer  diftinguifh  our  interefts  from  his 
own.  Neverthelefs,  I  was  watchful  over  my  words, 
that  nothing  might  flip  from  me  which  he  might  im- 
prove into  an  engagement.  Without  repenting  of 
the  prudent  conduct  which  Patrick  and  I  had  agreed 
upon,  1  could  not  keep  myfelf  from  a  kind  of  terror, 
when  I  reflected  on  the  agitations  wherein  I  left  him  ; 
and  being  yet  more  fearful  in  regard  to  Rofe,  I  took 
a  firm  resolution  not  to  charge  myfelf  with  the  con- 
fequences  of  her  marriage,  by  contributing  to  it  in  any 
manner  that  might  give  her  caufe  to  reproach  me. 

We  came  to  the  principal  manfion  houfe  of  my 
lord  Linch,  and  had  precaution  enough  to  arrive  there 
at  night,  in  order  to  keep  our  intention*  concealed 
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from  the  neighbourhood.  He  placed  an  intire  con- 
fidence in  the  fidelity  of  his  domeftics,  who  were 
ell  of  the  Roman  religion,  and  by  long  fervices  linked 
in  affe&ion  and  zeal  to  his  family.  The  fame  night 
we  got  into  his  chaife,  and  without  other  witnefs 
than  a  very  aged  footman,  whom  we  made  our 
guide,  we  reached  a  foreft  joining  to  his  park, 
where  the  clofenefs  of  the  trees  obliged  us  to  alight 
and  go  in  on  foot.  A  lanthorn  ferved  to  fhew  us 
the  path  into  this  intricate  labyrinth,  of  which  Linch 
himfelf  did  not  know  the  feveral  turnings  and  wind- 
ings, but  by  the  help  of  a  memorandum  that  he  was 
obliged  to  confult  every  moment.  At  length  we  ar- 
rived at  a  very  hollow  and  deep  place,  which  the 
memorandum  defciibed  with  too  much  exactnefs  to 
leave  us  under  a  poflibility  of  miitaking  it.  I  know 
whereabouts  I  am,  faid  Linch,  I  came  once  before  to 
this  place  with  my  father  in  my  early  youth  ;  and 
indeed  without  further  information  we  removed  a 
covering  of  about  two  foot  of  earth,  which  concealed 
the  paflage  into  a  vault.  We  lifted  up  a  large  ftone 
laid  over  a  hole,  which  by  a  gentle  declivity  led  us 
to  the  bottom  of  this  fubterraneous  cavern. 

It  had  no  other  ornament  about  it  than  fome  thick 
planks,  joined  clofc  to  each  other,  to  prtferve  from 
dampi  or  moifture  many  great  chefts,  wherein  the 
treafure  was  (hut  up.  Linch  had  the  kcy3  of  them, 
and  every  one  was  dillinguifhed  by  different  marks. 
We  opened  the  cheftg  one  after  another,  and  I  faw 
With  admiration  the  fpoils  of  more  than  an  hundred 
once  flourifhing  churches,  the  names  of  which  were 
written  upon  every  piece  that  belonged  to  them  re* 
fpe&ively.  Care  had  been  taken  to  join  to  every  one 
of  them  a  fliort  account  in  writing,  containing  an 
evidence  of  the  particular!  and  a  number  of  circum- 
ftances,  difcovering  the  times  and  motives  of  depo- 
siting them. there.  The  molt  part  of  the  pieces  were 
difhes,  fconces,  candleflicks,  and  crofTes,  all  of 
filvcr,  and  divers  kinds  of  vcflcls  ufed  in  the  cele- 
bration of  the  chucch  ceremonies.  An  impulfc  of 
&  4- 
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reverence  feizing  me  at  the  fight  of  thefe  venerable 
monuments  of  the  piety  of  our  anceilors,  made  me 
give  thanks  to  heaven  upon  my  knees  for  their 
prefervation.  My  lord  Linch,  who  during  this  time 
had  proceeded  to  vifit  fome  cafkets  on  which  he  had 
been  furprifed  to  find  the  name  of  his  family,  all  of 
a  fudden  fet  up  a  fhout  of  joy  upon  opening  a  paper, 
the  character  of  which  he  knew  to  be  the  hand- 
writing of  his  father.  It  was  addreflcd  to  himfelf. 
"  In  this  box,  my  fon,  (faid  this  worthy  father)  you 
M  will  find  all  the  jewels  of  your  mother.  Do  not 
"  give  them  with    your  hand  and  heart  to  any  but  a 

°  woman  worthy  of  wearing  them  after  her. Re- 

*'  member  the  relation  I  made  you  on  my  death-bed. " 
I  am  interefted,  faid  Linch  after  reading  thofe 
few  words,  to  clear  up  to  you  thefe. obfeunities..  I 
Joit  my  father  when  I  was  of  tender  years.  '  He  loved 
me  not  alone  as  I  was  his  only  fon,  but  as  I  was  the 
fole  fruit?  of  an  exceffive  love,  which  he  could  not 
overcome,  even  after  the  death  of  my  mother,  not- 
withftanding  fome  extraordinary  reajons  which  he 
had  to  be  comforted  on  this  occafion.  She  was  born 
without  a  fortune,  but  her  merit,  in  his  opinion, 
made  amends  for  the  want  of  riches.  All  the  pro~ 
vince  applauded  his  choice,  as  he  was  the  heir  of  a 
wealthy  houfe,  for  having  preferred  her  to  a  hundred 
ladies  of  fortune  equal  to  his  own.  The  fplendour 
of  an  alliance  fo  fuperior  to  their  fituation  did  not 
permit  my  mother's  parents  to  confult  on  terms,  nor 
her  to  lilten  to  another  inclination.  So  ambition  and 
love  linked  them  together  with  very  different  views, 
which  neverthelefs  contributed  to  maintain  both  in  the 
one  and  the  other  a  conformity  of  fentiments  in  ap- 
pearance, which  mould  have  been  in  reality  better 
united.  My  father,  who  was  always  fond,  could  not 
but  perceive  that  my  mother's  love  was  deficient  in 
a  certain  ardour,  which  without  intermiffion  he  en- 
deavoured to  re-inflame,  out  of  an  eager  defire  to 
have  a  more  perfect  poffeffion  of  her  affection  ;  and 
my  mother,    intirdy  given  up  to  ambition,  for  a  long 

time 
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time  made  it  her  triumph  to  reign  with  an  abfolute 
fway  over  a  heart,  tjiat  in  vain  laboured  to  affect  her's. 
Their  greatefl  misfortune  was,  that  not  being  in  fen - 
iible  to  love,  (he  did  not  defend  herfelf  fo  well  againft 
the  merit  of  a  gentleman  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
employed  a  (hare  of  his  wealth  in  manifefting  his 
paflion  by  all  the  entertainments  and  gallantries  that 
love  could  invent.  Thefe  in  truth  were  the  things 
fhe  loved  ;  for  virtue  and  honour  being  her  firft 
maxims,  (lie  knew  how  to  guard  herfelf  againft  all  the 
weakneffes  ©f  love.  My  father,  whofe  paflion  left 
him  no  repofe,  did  not  neverthelefs  join  to  it  the 
wretched  torment  of  jealoufy.  Ke  was  for  fome 
months  as  much  taken  up  in  fortifying  the  heart  of 
his  fpoufe  againft  the  diligence  and  application  of 
another,  as  in  fubduing  it  by  his  own.  This  was  the 
natural  method  of  difappointing  the  attempts  of  his 
rival  in  a  conflict  fo  uneafy  ;  but  a  mortal  fit  of 
ficknefs,  which  reduced  my  mother  in  a  few  days  to 
the  extremeft  weaknefs,  gave  him  to  underiiand  that, 
he  was  deflined  to  furvive  her.  She  defired  to  talk 
with  him  alone  a  few  moments  before  her  departure. 
I  have  remarked,  faid  (he,  for  fome  months  pad,  that, 
you  have  been  cruelly  tortured:  Can  you  deceive 
yourfclf  fo  much  as  to  believe  that  I  was  more  un- 
difturbed  and  happy  ?  Compare  this  day  our  fufferings, 
and  you  will  confefs  that  mine  are  the  ftrongefl,  which 
are  now  about  fending  me  to  my  grave.  In  thefe 
laft  moments,  when  juftiee  and  truth  are  the  only 
duties  that  po fiefs  me,  I  am  fenfible  that  you  arc  de- 
ceived if  you  would  perfuadc  yourfclf  that  I  ever 
loved  you.  But  if  you  have  fufpected  me  to  have 
offended  againft  the  engagements  of  fidelity  and  ho- 
nour ;  in  a  word,  againft  any  of  the  laws  that  a 
woman  impofes  on  herfelf  in  the  matrimonial  cere- 
mony, you  will  cruelly  injure  my  memory.  See  what 
it  cods  me  for  having  faithfully  obferved  them. — 
She  expired  a  few  moments  after.  My  fa- 
ther, Continued  Linch,  did  not  behold  in  this  confef- 
£on  any  thing  but  an  admirable  example  of 
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and  virtue.  He  upbraided  himfelf  for  being  ignorant 
of  the  means  of  touching  a  woman's  heart,  and  of 
being'  deficient  in  the  addrefs  of  captivating  them  ; 
feeing  that  his  wife,  having  ftruggled  fo  generoufly  for 
her  duty,  was  a  plain  proof  that  (he  had  a  relifli  for 
it,  and  that  (he  would  not  have  needed  any  other 
motive  to  make  her  find  a  pleafure  therein,  than  to- 
be  aided  by  the  ftudy  and  diligence  of  a  hufband. 
Thefe  thoughts  never  forfook  him  during  his  whole 
life.  They  even  helped  to  lefTen  the  regrets  and 
torments  that  poifoned  the  remainder  of  it ;  and  in 
the  end,  approaching  to  his  laft  hour,  he  gave  me 
this  account  ;  with  an  exhortation,  never  to  be  dif- 
heartened  by  the  indifferences  of  a  virtuous  wife. 

It  was  at  this  time*  added  Linch,  that  he  put  into 
my  hands  the  memorandum,  of  which  we  have  juft 
made  ufe.  As  I  was  yet  of  tender  years,  he  advifed 
me  to  go  and  learn  my  exercifes  at  Pari3,  and  to  wait 
there  for  more  quiet  times  before  I  returned  to  my 
own  country.  Plunket,  who  was  my  nearerl  relation, 
was  intruded  with  the  fecret,  and  had  a  duplicate 
of  the  memorandum  put  into  his  hands,  as  a  precau- 
tion againft  all  forts  of  accidents.  Being  young,  and 
without  any  eftate,  he  freely  fubmitted  to  thefe  laft 
difpofitions  of  my  father,  who  directed  him  to  fol- 
low the  courfe  of  my  fortune,  and  me  upon  all  occa- 
fionii  to  take  care  of  his.  It  was  by  mutual  confent 
we  took  the  refolution  of  .railing  to  ourfelves  a  me- 
rit with  king  James,  in  difcovering  to  him  the  wealth 
we  could  here  procure  him.  But  befides  the  difficul- 
ties of  having  it  tranfported  into  France  from  the  mid- 
dle of  Ireland,  the  unfortunate  end  of  Plunket,  and 
the  continual  trouble  in  which  I  have  lived  fince  his 
death,  have  put  a  flop  to  our  defign. 

I  have  only,  fays  my  lord  Linch  further,  a  general 
notion  of  what  is  contained  within  thefe  three  cafkets 
which  belong  to  myfelf;  my  father  only  told  me,  that 
I  mould  find  in  them  the  moil  precious  of  his  wealth. 
We  will  leave  here  every  thing  that  is  troublefome  in 
carriage ;  but   this  box,  that  will  not  incommode  us 

much 
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much  in  our  journey,  you  may  conceive  for  whom  I 
intend ;  and  you  mult  alfo  obferve,  that  in  obfti- 
nately  perfevering  to  vanquifh  the  rigour3  of  the  beau- 
tiful Rofe,  1  do  not  act  without  authority  or  without 
example. 

The  beginning  of  hh  difcourfe  made  me  forefee 
this  concluiion.  It  appeared  neverthelefs  demonftra- 
ble  to  me,  that  the  laft  declaration  of  his  father  was 
on  the  contrary  an  inftruction  full  of  wifdom,  by 
which  his  defires  were  to  precaution  him  againft  an 
engagement  fo  unfortunate  as  his  own  ;  and  I  thought 
I  perceived,  that  he  was  under  a  neceffity  of  doing  a 
little  violence  to  the  exprefiions  which  he  pretended 
to  relate  to  me  after  his  father,  in  order  to  wrefl  them 
to  a  fenfe  advantageous  for  himfelf.  But  I  knew  that 
the  blindnefs  of  his  love  was  exactly  compofed  of  this 
unhappy  obftinacy,  which  gave  him  room  to  explain 
every  thing  in  his  own  favour  ;  and  this  was  not  the 
time  to  combat  Linch  with  fuch  arguments  as  I 
could  not  make  hinj  relifh.  In  reflecting  upon  what 
had  paffed,  I  did  not  difcover  any  thing  in  the  exam- 
ple of  his 'father,  which  could  infpire  me  with  the 
leaft  remorfe  for  what  I  had  done  for  Patrick  ;  for  I 
made  a  wide  difference  between  marrying  a  woman 
againft  her  confent,  and  confequcntly  without  hopes 
of  being  ever  beloved,  and  a  man's  fuffcring  himfelf  to  be 
pcrfuaded  to  marry  a  woman,  for  whom  in  truth 
he  has  no  love,  but  by  whom  he  is  fure  to  be  ten- 
derly beloved,  and  for  whom  he  may  confeqtiently 
hope,  that  reafon  and  gratitude  may  make  him  fooner 
or  later  conceive  the  molt  tender  affection.  The  laft 
of  thefe  two  forts  of  marriages  may  agree  equally 
with  religion  and  honour  ;  and  I  cannot  but  per* 
fuade  myfelf  more  and  more  that  the  other  is  an  ex* 
travagaat  attempt,  which  fearchei  fur  one's  own  fa- 
tisfaction  in  the  loft  of  that  of  another,  and  which  e- 
;k'js  a  man  blind  to  the  very  thing  that  he  thought 
a  proper  expedient  to  give  him  content  ;  feeing  that, 
granting  him  capable  of  loving,  it  is  impoffihle  .for 
him  to  be  a  long  time  happy,  ia  caufing  the  unhaj  \ ••'- 
Utffs  of  what  he  loves. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  fafety  of  Rofe  laying  me  al- 
ways under  a  conftraint,  I  made  no  anfvvers  but  what 
contained  only  matters  of  compliment  and  civility, 
which  engaged  me  to  nothing  ;  and  I  did  not  at  all 
oppofe  his  defign  of  prefenting  to  her  his  mother's 
jewels.  We  did  not  leave  the  vault,  till  we  had  con- 
tinued in  it  fo  long  as  to  examine  all  the  riches  in  it* 
With  the  church  treafure,  and  the  gold  and  filver 
veffels  of  Linch's  houfe,  we  faw  there  about  five  hun. 
dred  thoufand  franks,  of  divers  forts  of  coin,  which 
had  been  fecretly  levied,  for  the  aid  of  the  king  and 
church,  at  the  time  of  the  revolution.  In  going 
out  of  this  obfcure  cave,  Linch  defired  me  to  obferve 
the  places  about  it,  as  much  as  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  would  give  me  leave,  that  1  might  form  an 
image  of  it,  which  he  recommended  to  me  to  con- 
feree faithfully  in  my  memory.  We  went  back  to  his 
eaftle,  where  our  entertainment  for  many  days  rolled 
principally  upon  the  means  to  convey  the  treafure  to 
St  Germain.  I  avoided  fpeakinjt  of  Rofe  ;  and  if  I 
was  forced  to  hearken  to  the  tedious  repetitions  of  a 
lover,  I  limited  myfclf  in  flattering  his  inquietudes, 
by  a  promifc  of  afiifting  him  with  my  folicitations, 
which  was  the  only  engagement  I  could  make  him 
with  fmcerity. 

The  captain  of  the  fhip  being  in  oar  ftcret,  wo 
by  his  directions  and  cunning  avoided  every  thing 
that  might  difcover  us  at  Waterford.  Our  getting  on 
iTiipboard  was  not  lefs  happy  ;  and  after  eight  day3 
fail  we  landed  at  Havre,  from  whence  we  immediate- 
ly took  poft  for  Paris.  Linch's  impatience  made  him 
wifh  to  alight  directly  at  my  filler's  lodgings.  He 
thought  himfclf  fure  of  vanquishing  her  by  my  aid, 
and  looking  upon  himfelf  already  as  my  brother,  he 
made  no  further  difficulty  of  giving  me  the  name* 
The  fervency  of  his  love  difpofed  me  in  ''reality  to 
f<"rve  him.  I  could  not  hut  own  at  the  bottom,  that 
his  alliance  was  what  I  might  look  upon  as  a  thing  the 
moil  honourable  and  mod  advantageous  for  my  filler, 
But  with  how  many,  other  cares  was  I  turmoilcd,  and 
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what  precautions  had  I  need  of  in  all  the  obfcuritiea 
which  I  was  forthwith  to  unravel  !  The  mod  urgent 
defire  I  had  was  to  begin  by  difcourfing  Rofe,  and  to 
furprife  her  alone  employed  in  her  work,  of  which 
fhe  had  drawn  me  fo  moving  a  pi&ure. 

The  benefit  I  drew  from  the  hafte  of  my  lord 
Linen,  was  to  be  informed  as  fpeedily  as  he  of  the  ob- 
fervations  of  three  of  his  domeftics,  whom  he  had 
left  planted  about  Rofe's  lodgings,  and  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  woman,  who  lived  during  his  abfence  in 
the  chamber,  of  which  he  had  pierced  the  wall.  We 
alighted  at  the  fame  place.  He  fent  to  his  fervants,  to 
attend  and  receive  his  commands.  The  chambermaid 
imparted  but  few  difcoveries  ;  fhe  only  told  us,  that 
hearing  my  filler's  voice,  without  having  ever  been 
able  to  diflinguilh  her  words,  fhe  remarked  that  (he 
fpoke  feldom  ;  but  as  far  as  fhe  could  judge  by  her 
tone  compared  to  another  voice,  fhe  employed  her- 
felf  in  reading  feveral  times  a-day.  The  commiflion 
of  the  three  domeftics  having  been  to  watch  abroad, 
their  report  was  of  more  confequence.  They  af- 
fured  us,  that  fo:  about  three  weeks  after  their  mafter 
went  away  they  punctually  faw  a  man  without  a  live- 
ry, who  went  into  her  houfe  twice  a  day,  and  who 
fpent  there  each  time  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
How,  cried  my  lord  Linch  in  a  tranfport  of  jealou- 
fy,  did  not  you  follow  him  the  firft  time  upon  the 
track,,  and  have  you  not  forced  him  to  declare  to  whom 
lie  belonged  ?  He  confefled  to  us  voluntarily,  fays  one 
of  the  footmen,  as  foon  as  we,que&ioncd  him.  He 
fuid  he  wab  in  the  fervice  of  an  liifl  ldiailic  call- 
ed the  dean  of  Coleraine.  A  new  ipur  this,  which 
mortally  exalperatcd  the  jealoufy  of  iny  lord  Linch; 
for  it  was  evident  that  this  was  an  artilice  of  fomc 
iled  lover,  to  whom  my  name  ferved  as  a 
I    had  fome  fear  on    mo  myfdfj   altho 

.  cafe  the  refentmenl  of  my  1-  fd   I. Mich  ; 
and  1  is  fervants  to  make  an  end  of  thci 

Cv.unt.  They  added,  that  they  had  (uci\  fome  coaches 
ftop  many  times  oppofite  to  the  door,  but  that 

wh« 
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who  were  in  them  never  alighted ;  and  flaying  but 
a  moment,  they  were  not  able  to  guefs  their  names, 
nor  get  any  account  of  their  defigns.  That  about 
the  fame  number  of  perfons  went  feveral  times  into 
the  houfe,  and  that  they  durft  not  follow  or  queftion 
them  upon  fuch  flight  pretences.  So  that,  after  all, 
the  principal  fubjed  of  difquiet  fell  upon  the  afore- 
faid  punctual  man,  who  never  failed  of  mewing  him- 
felf  there  twice  a  day. 

My  lord  Linch,  not  at  all  recovering  from  his  paf- 
iion,  propofed  off-hand  to  put  himfelf  upon  the 
watch  in  the  ftreet  where  my  fifter  lived,  and  with  a 
poniard  in  his  hand  to  force  him  to  confefs  his  em- 
ployer. I  made  him  take  up  with  more  moderate 
thoughts,  by  reprefenting,  that  the  cafe  of  the  per- 
fon  whom  he  judged  worthy  of  his  affections  requi- 
red more  caution  and  addrefs  ;  that  defpair  could 
give  him  no  other  counfel,  if  the  queilion  had  been 
to  torment  a  lover  more  happy  than  himfelf;  but  that 
not  being  able  to  deliver  his  mind  from  fuch  fufpicions 
without  unjuftly  wounding  my  fifter,  he  ought  to  leave 
to  me  the  trouble  of  fearching  into  the  bottom  of 
this  myftery,  in  which  I  had  as  good  a  right  to  intc- 
reft  myfelf  as  he.  Though  I  fpoke  to  him  after  fuch 
a  cool  manner,  yet  poflibly  I  was  not  myfelf  intirely 
exempt  from  thofe  fufpicions,  which  I  was  endeavour- 
ing to  banifh  out  of  his  mind  ;  but  I  wifhed  to  be 
the  only  perfon  who  fhould  clear  them  up,  and  to 
bury  the  caufe  of  them,  if  I  fhould  be  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  find  them  true. 

My  reafons  prevailed  on  Linch,  and  he  gave  me 
one  of  his  fervants  to  wait  on  me  to  my  fifter.  As 
we  "walked  fome  fteps  towards  her  lodging,  this  fer- 
vant  made  me  take  notice  of  the  meflenger  that 
caufed  his  mafter's  alarms,  and  who  walked  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  ftreet  without  looking  towards  us. 
I  refolved  to  queftion  him,  and  reproach  him  for  his 
artifice.  But  how  great  was  my  aftonifhment  in  dif- 
covering  him  to  be  the  old  valet  de  chambre  of  Mr  de 
PefTes  ?  He  no  fooner  perceived  me,  than  throwing  him- 
felf. 
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felf  haftily  in  my  way,  he  difcovercd  great  tranfport 
of  joy  at  having  once  more  feen  me  j  and  without 
waiting  for  my  queftioning,  he  informed  me,  that  his 
mailer  had  left  him  in  Paris  when  he  went  to  Ger- 
many, with  the  commiffion  only  to  watch  without  in- 
termiflion  over  the  fafety  of  my  fitter  ;  that  not  having 
loft  fi^ht  of  her,  either  while  (he  was  in  the  convent, 
or  after  fhe  had  left  it,  he  regularly  came  to  inquire 
after  her  health,  and  to  offer  her  all  he  was  ca- 
pable of  undertaking  for  her  fervice ;  that  having 
withdrawn  herfelf,  for  reafons  to  which  he  was  a 
ftranger,  into  a  chamber  very  ill  furnifhcd,  where  fhe 
wilfully  determined  not  to  be  feen  by  any  perfon 
whatfoever,  he  had  with  great  difficulty  obtained 
permiflion  to  fee  her  ;  and  he  confeffed  to  me,  that  in 
order  to  deceive  her,  after  many  fruitlefs  trials,  he 
got  admiffion  to  her  under  the  name  of  one  of  my 
domeftics  ;  that  fhe  had  pardoned  him  this  ftrata- 
gem,  and  having  only  requeued  the  liberty  of  feeing 
her  under  the  fame  name,  fhe  permitted  him  to  come 
twice  a  day  to  receive  her  orders  ;  that  having  feen 
her  that  day  before  noon,  me  informed  him,  that 
fhe  was  quite  out  of  expectation  to  fee  me  :  that 
fhe  hid  herfelf  ordered  him  to  go  to  the  poll- office  to 
inquire  for  letters  from  me,  that  if  I  was  ignorant  of 
the  lituation  to  which  flic  was  reduced,  I  fhould  be 
under  a  great  furprife  to  find  her  fuch  as  I  was  going 
to  fee  ;  and,  a.i  to  himfelf,  who  knew  what  a  high 
veneration  hi*  matter  had  for  her,  if  he  came  to  be 
informed  of  her  condition,  he  would  for  ever  grieve 
at  an  adventure  of  which  he  could  not  comprehend 
the  meaning.  This  honcll  man  difcovercd  real  marks 
of  a  tender  companion,  by  fhedding  fome  tears.  I 
embraced  him  with  thanks,  and  without  thinking  of 
my  lord  Lunch's  lacquey,  I  entered  into  the  houfe 
where  Rofc  lodged,  of  which  he  had  before  (hewn  me 

l  he  (' 

If  ii  was   tofled   with    fome    paffions,    they 

proceeded     led  from    grief  and    fear    than    from   the 

o£   a  fecret   joy,    which    nevcrthekfs    was 

mode- 
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moderated  by  fome  remains  of  doubt,  that  could 
not  yet  be  explained.  I  would  already  have  wagered 
all  my  blood,  that  my  dear  Rofe  was  not  guilty  of 
any  thing  ;  but  my  wifhes  for  her  innocence  were  too 
ardent  not  to  be  accompanied  with  fome  little  dif- 
truft.  I  went  in  with  thcfe  reflections,  which  gave 
me  perhaps  a  troubled  air,  and  my  figure  of  itfelf 
was  capable  of  raifing  fome  furprife.  The  holt,  of 
whom  I  demanded  if  1  might  fee  madam  de  ■ — , 

anfwered  me  roughly,  that  me  faw  no  body  ;  and  hear- 
ing me  reply  that  I  muft  abfolutely  fee  her,  he  raifed 
his  voice,  and  advifed  me  to  be  gone  out  of  the 
door  inftantly,  if  I  had  not  a  mind  to  be  turned  out 
by  the  moulders.  His  brutality  did  not  at  all  difpleafe 
me.  He  was  a  rude  clownifh  fellow,  who  having 
all  his  life  followed  fome  mechanic  trade,  had 
now  retired  to  a  little  houfe  of  his  own,  to  enjoy  in  it 
a  very  middling  fortune.  The  noife  he  made  was- 
heard  by  de  Peffes's  valet,  who  out  of  refpect  re- 
mained on  the  outfide  of  the  door.  Being' known^ 
he  readily  advanced,  and  calling  me  by  the  name  of 
his  mafter,  to  fupport  the  title  he  had  hitherto  borne,, 
he  delivered  me  from  a  perplexity,  which  I  prefently 
faw  I  mould  not  have  foon  got  out  cf  without  him. 
This  explanation  of  the  fervant  made  the  hoft  fo 
tractable,  that  afking  me  whether  I  was  the  dean  of 
Coleraine,  and  afterwards  overwhelming  me  with  ci- 
vilities, he  gave  me  occafion  to  dive  into  the  bottom 
of  the  motives  that  made  him  at  frrft  fo  crabbed. 
I  afked  him  feveral  queilions,  which  he  had  no  oc- 
cafion to  be  prefTed  to  anfwer.  My  filter's  chamber- 
maid (faid  he)  was  her  friend  ;  fhe  came  to  enquire  for 
a  lodging  for  her  miftrefs,  under  pretence  that  ihe  had 
a  mind  to  pafs  fome  time  in  retirement,  and  they  had 
not  many  words  about  the  terms.  This  miferable 
wretch  did  not  tell  me,  that,  independent  of  other 
advantages  which  he  found  in  having  them  for  lodgers, 
the  fole  profit  he  drew  from  their  labour  amounted 
to  ten  times  more  than  their  expences.  During  the 
iirft  days  of  their  retirement,  continued  he  heavily > 

many 
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many  perfons  came  here,  who  imagined  they  had 
need  of  no  more  than  to  tell  their  names  to  gain  an 

entrance  to  madam   ;    but  when   I  obferved, 

that  (lie  would  not  be  feen,  and  that  fhe  difdained  to 
receive  either  their  money  or  their  letters,  I  abfolute- 
ly  guarded  her  door  againft  all  unknown  comers.  This 
man,  added  he,  pointing  to  Mr  de  Peffes's  valet,  who 
came  here  from  you,  and  whom  fhe  herfelf  admitted, 
can -bear  me  witnefs,  if  he  ever  has  feen  any  one  a- 
bout  her  chamber.  Even  Mr  what-do-youcall-him 
your  friend,  whofe  name  I  do  not  yet  know,  has 
not  hitherto  found  the  way  to  her  chamber,  nor  has 
he  yet  afked  me  for  admittance,  although  he  has  a 
better  right  to  it  than  others.  What  frind  ?  in- 
terrupted I  ;  of  whom  do  you  fpeak  ?  I  firft  thought 
he  meant  George,  to  whom  that  liberty  might  have 
been  given.  But  his  anfwer  out  of  hand  raifed  in 
me  other  fufpicions.  It  is  the  man,  faid  he,  who 
came  here  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  who  for- 
ced mc  to  take  a  man  cook  by  your  orders.  He 
charged  me  not  to  let  madam  ■  know  any  thing 

of  the  matter  till  your  arrival  ;  and,  to  hinder  her 
from  fufpe&ing  it,  he  ordered  her  to  be  entertained 
rather  with  neatnefs  and  nicety  than  with  magnifi- 
cence. She  had  forbidden  me,  added  he,  from  re- 
ceiving other  difhes  of  meat  that  were  fent  here  every 
day  from  fome  perfon  unknown  ;  but  I  thought  that 
fome  time  or  other  (he  would  not  be  difpleafed  to 
have  received  prefents  from  her  friends,  and  that  rea- 
fon  made  me  accept  of  a  very  decent  fet  of  linnen, 
and  other  conveniences  for  the  ufc  of  her  table  and 
bed.  led  he,    you  ought   to  know  the  name 

of  the  man  of  whom  I  am  fpcaking,  fince  it  was  not 
but  in  purftiance  of  your  orders. 
I  did  not  think  proper  to  open  myfelf  to  a  man  of 
his  temper,  and  defiling  only  to  have  the  cook  called, 
I  afked  him  the  name  of  the  mailer  who  employed 
him.  I  do  not  indeed  know,  fays  he;  he  found  me 
at  a  cook's  who  keeps  on  ordinary,  where  I  was  in 
fcrvice,    and    having    brought    mc   here,   he   has   not 

failed 
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failed  thefe  three  days  paft  to  furnifli  me  with  money 
fuffieient  for  the  charges.  Very  well,  anfwered  I, 
in  an  ambiguous  tone,  the  fecret  is  welt  kept.  He 
took  thefe  words  for  a  mark  of  a  good  underftanding 
with  him,  and  of  my  approbation.  I  left  him  ;  and 
being  (hewed  the  way  to  the  chamber  by  Mr  de  Peffes'a 
valet,    I  went  dire&ly  to  Rofe's  door. 

The  noife  of  a  bolt,  that  opened  the  door,  made 
me  obferve  that  ihe  was  fufiiciently  upon  her  guard. 
It  was  about  the  hour  when  the  chambermaid  ufed 
to  admit  Mr  de  Peifes's  valet.  She  was  furprifed  to 
fee  an  ecclefiaftic  extremely  mifhapen  and  deformed, 
of  whom  me  had  no  knowledge  ;  but  having  heard 
her  miftrefs  perpetually  fpeaking  of  me,  fhe  did  not 
doubt  but  I  was  her  brother  ;  and  returning  to  her, 
without  thinking  to  afk  me  to  come  in,  or  to  make 
me  an  anfwer,  I  heard  her  fay  to  her  miftrefs  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy  :  Ah  1  madam,  this  can  be  no-body 
elfe  but  Mr  Dean.  I  followed  a-crofs  an  anti-cham- 
ber, fo  narrow  that  it  did  not  deferve  that  name  The 
Chamber,  which  I  fufveycu  glib  with  one  caft  of  my 
eye,  rather  refembled  a  prifon  than  the  apartment 
of  a  lady  of  Rofe's  rank,  and  did  appear  not  otherwife 
fieat  than  by  the  care  of  thofe  who  lived  in  it.  But 
all  my  looks  immediately  centered  on  my  dear  filter, 
whom  the  news  of  fo  unexpected  an  arrival  had 
made  her  drop  the  work  out  of  her  hands.  Motionlefs 
with  joy  and  furprife,  fhe  had  not  the  power  to  rife 
from  her  chair.  She  looked  on  me  with  a  languifh- 
ing  eye,  from  whence  I  immediately  faw  buril  a 
torrent  of  tears.  For  my  part  I  thought  lefs  of 
fpeaking  to  her,  than  of  confidering  the  humble  Itate 
to  which  I  faw  her  reduced.  She  was  clothed  in 
woollen  Huff;  her  hair,  the  moil  beautiful  in  the 
world,  was  neither  powdered  nor  curled  ;  a  white 
cloath  apron  covered  all  the  fore  part  of  her  body, 
and  put  her  in  the  fame  appearance  as  the  fervant 
who  was  about  her,  and  dreffed  in  the  like  manner. 
If  the  hatred  of  the  world,  and  the  contempt  of 
vain  ornaments,  had  induced  her  to  this  abafement,  I 

mould 
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mould  have  call  myfelf  at  her  feet,  to  do  her  all  the 
honours  due  to  an  evangelical  perfection.  About  her 
I  few  the  materials  of  her  labour,  linnen  cloth, 
thread,  needles,  fome  pieces  of  work  begun,  and 
others  finifhed  ;  in  fine,  all  the  implements  of  a  wo- 
man that  gets  her  living  by  her  labour.  I  could  no 
longer  refiit  this   fight. 

Oh  !  my  dear  Rofe  !  Oh  !  my  well -beloved  filler  ! 
cried  I,  without  huibanding  my  exprefiions  before  her 
chamber-maid,  what  do  I  not  owe  to  heaven  for 
granting  me  fo  much  favour  as  to  find  you  in  the 
exercife  of  honour  and  virtue  !  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
your  troubles  ;  I  have  received  your  letter,  and  you 
lee  with  what  eagernefs  I  have  brought  you  all  the 
aids  of  my  love.  Do  not  blufh  at  all  at  your  fitm- 
tion,  added  I,  (feeing  her  continue  in  tears)  adverlity 
does  not  make  merit  lofe  its  name  ;  it  ferves  only  as 
a  foil  to  virtue  :  If  you  are  fuch  as  thefe  outfides 
pronounce  you  !  thefe  are  more  honourable  than  ex- 
terior pride,  which  may  deck  out  vice,  but  cannot 
embellifh  it. 

She  at  length  opened  her  mouth,  to  thank  me  for 
the  generofity  and  diligence  of  my  cared.  In  wiping 
away  her  tears,  I  obferved  (he  kept  her  eyes  down  ; 
whether  it  were  that  (lie  had  not  yet  obtained  a  fof- 
ficient  degree  of  confidence  from  the  teltimony  of 
her  hearr,  or  whether  the  impreflion  of  the  condition 
in  which  I  found  her  waj  yet  too  powerful,  I  thought 
I  discovered  in  her  countenance  fomething  of  melan- 
choly an  1  perplexity.  This  was  not  the  time  to  pe- 
netrate further  into  it  by  indifcreet  quellions.  I  pro- 
pofied  to  her  to  quit  her  lodgings  immediately,  and 
to  fufFcr  me  to  re-conducl  her  to  the  convent.  She 
rejected  this  ofier,  and  I  was  fatislied  with  her  rea- 
fonj.  After  the  harlhncfs  with  which  the  ibbeft 
bad  treated  her,  I  could  not  dciire  her  to  return  t'> 
fuch  an  odiou3  place,  which  Pie  had  bet  n  obliged  to 
leave  in  fo  much  haltc,  that  me  was  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  felling  her  cloaths  to  fati.fy  the  avail 
the  houfc,  which  was  the  ruling  paffion  in  \x.     Ne- 

vcrthelefs, 
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verthelefs,  her  refufal  threw  me  into  fome  perplexity. 
Not  having  time  to  take  other  meafures,  I  was 
obliged  to   fend  Mr  de  Peffes's  valet  to  the  convent 

of — ,  with  an  order  to  gain  admiffion  into  it  the 

fame  day  at  any  rate. 

She  was  fo  amazed  at  my  hafte,  that  lifting  up 
her  eyes  with  aftonifhment,  (he  afked  me  why  I  did 
not  put  off  till  to-morrow  a  matter  that  could  be 
more  cafily  executed  with  a  little  delay.  After  this 
manner  lhe  forced  me  to  difcover  to  her  one  part  of 
the  tiling  which  I  had  referved  fur  a  more  fettled 
converfation  :  You  know,  faid  I,  only  half  the  dan- 
ger you  are  in.  The  relation  you  made  tne  in  your 
letter  does  not  come  up  to  half  what  I  have  dif- 
covcred  by  other  means.  Fancy  to  yo&rfclf,  that 
your  ruin  is  confpired  on  every  fide,  and  that  for 
many  weeks  pad  not  a  fingle  motion  has  been  made 
about  you  that  did  not  threaten  it.  The  neighbour- 
ing houfes  are  filled  with  people  who  watch  you  j 
your  lodging  is  not  more  fecure.  Do  you  think  that 
you  have  in  it  a  man-cook  placed  by  a  ftranger  ; 
that  all  that  is  provided  for  your  table  comes  from 
the  generofity  of  fome  unknown  lover  ;  that  the 
linnen  and  all  the  conveniences  of  which  you  have 
the  ufe,  are  furniflied  you  befides  by  myfterious 
ways  that  I  have  not  been  yet  able  to  penetrate  ?  I 
looked  on  her  in  fpeaking  this,  to  obferve  in  her 
eyes  the  impreffion  which  thefe  lad  circumilances 
might  make  in  them.  Not  obferving  in  them  any 
kind  of  trouble  that  might  help  to  confirm  my  dif- 
truft,  arife,  faid  I  (with  the  fole  defign  of  haftening 
her  departure)  come  and  be  convinced  by  your  own 
experience,  that .  your  very  chamber,  which,  you 
think  fo  well  fortified  with  bolts,  is  far  from  being 
an  impenetrable  fan&uary,  and  that  you  are  environed 
by  enemies  who  are  not  feparated  from  you  but  by 
the  ordinary  thicknefs  of  a  wall.  I  then  led  her  by 
the  hand  to  the  wall,  which  was  the  partition  be- 
twixt her  chamber  and  the  next  houfe  ;  and  thrufting 
with  the  end  of  my  cane  in  feverar  places,  to  difco- 
ver 
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ver  that  which  my  lord  LInch  fpoke  of,  I  diftin- 
guifhed  plainly  the  gap,  and  that  there  fcarce  remained 
the  thicknefs  of  two  ringers  to  pierce.  An  impulfe 
of  indignation,  that  I  could  not  contain,  made  me 
give  it  a  kick  with  my  foot  flrong  enough  to  beat  it 
down.  The  hangings,  that  were  nothing  but  a  flight 
painted  linnen,  having  made  no  refiftance,  any  more 
than  a  table  placed  on  the  other  fide  to  conceal  the 
havock  made  by  Linch,  we  were  net  lefs  furprifed  to 
find  ourfelves  on  a  level  with  the  floor  of  his  apart- 
ment, than  to  fee  Linch  himfelf  in  an  elbow  chair, 
from  whence  he  eafily  perceived  us. 

He  inftantly  ran  towards  us  with  a  fhout  of  ad- 
miration and  joy.  His  motion  and  cry  threw  my 
After  into  fuch  a  fright,  that  I  faw  her  ready  to  fall 
down  in  a  fwoon.  Linch,  thinking  himfelf  authorifed 
to  pafs  through  the  breach  to  offer  his  afiiftanee  to 
my  lifter,  and  feeing  her  come  to  herfelf,  threw 
himfelf  at  her  knees  with  the  fenfelefs  tranfports  of 
a  lover.  He  thanked  fortune,  and  complained  of  it 
in  the  fame  breath.  He  accufed  Rofe,  he  accufed 
himfelf;  he  juftified  himfelf,  and  her  alfo.  He  over- 
whelmed her  with  flatteries,  complaints,  reproaches, 
proteftations,  and  oaths  of  an  inviolable  love  for 
ever  :  In  fine,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  in  which  he 
did  not  flop  one  moment,  he  faid  a  thoufand  things 
which  I  had  no  fmall  difficulty  to  underftand,  which 
perhaps  he  did  not  underftand  himfelf,  and  which 
a  flu  redly  Rofe  gave  no  car  to.  ,  I  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  interrupting  him,  to  reprcfent  more  forcibly 
than  I  had  done  in  Dublin,  the  temerity  and  inde- 
cency of  his  entcrprife  ;  but  not  having  yet  any  rea- 
fon  to  take  from  him  all  hopes,  1  immediately  turned 
towards  my  filler,  to  whom  at  the  fame  time  1  re- 
prcfeated  this  madnefi  itfelf  as  the  tcftimony  of  a 
lively  paflion.  My  lord  loves  you  tenderly,  fays 
I  ;  he  has  united  to  hit  birth  a  great  fliare  of  merit 
audi  bit    (nould  hindc;-   you   from 

of  bi  This  difcourie   was   fincere  ;   bul  R  A'c, 

being  delivered  up  to  her  forrowf  which  had  ft] 
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fource,  releafed  herfelf  from  our  importunities  by 
a  fliort  anfvvcr.  What  circumftances  of  time  are 
thefe,  fays  (he,  for  propofals  that  require  a  tranquil- 
lity of  heart  and  mind  ?  Mr  de  Ptfles's  valet,  who 
came  in  that  moment  to  give  me  an  account  of  his 
commiflion,  compleated  her  relief.  He  whifpered 
in  my  ear,  that  the  convent  would  be  open  as  foon 
as  (he  appeared  there.  I  could  not  conceal  this  refo- 
lution  from  my  lord  Linen.  He  was  lefs  darned 
with  my  cenfures,  than  rejoiced  and  confokd  by  the 
open  approbation  I  had  given  to  his  love,  and  even 
by  the  anfwer  of  Rofe,  which  he  did  not  fail  to  inter- 
pret in  his  own  favour.  In  this  difpofition  1  expected 
nothing  from  him  but  his  help  and  zeal  to  procure  my 
filler  a  more  honourable  retreat.  I  requefted  his 
coach,  and  propofed  to  him  to  join  with  me  in  con- 
ducting Rofe  to  the  convent.  We  left  de  Peffts's  va- 
let to  take  care  of  fuch  things  as  (he  did  not  remove 
with  her,  and  making  her  put  on  a  more  dectnt  drefs, 
we  conducted  her  ftraight  <o  the  convent. 

I  was  relieved  only  from  one  part  of  my  inquietude  ; 
but  that  indeed  was  the  moft  urgent-  Far  from  (hew- 
ing either  difcontent  or  diffiJence,  Linch  appeared  to 
be  charmed  with  what  fortune  and  my  pains  had  done 
for  him  that  happy  day.  He  did  not  ceafe  admiring 
the  fortitude  my  lifter  had  need  of,  to  maintain  fo  glo- 
rious a  proof  of  her  virtue  ;  and  in  reprefenting  with- 
out intermiflion  the  condition  from  whence  we  had 
taken  her,  he  protefted  to  me  that  he  had  found  more 
charms  in  her  amiable  and  carelefs  undrefs,  than  in 
all  the  finery  and  ornaments  that  go  along  with  for- 
tune. He  alked  my  leave  to  carry  her  the  next  day- 
all  his  mother's  jewels,  and  to  fee  her  fometimes  at  the 
grate.  I  did  not  refufe  him  this  requell  but  con- 
juring him,  even  by  the  longings  I  had  to  be  offer- 
vice  to  him,  to  leave  to  me  the  conduct  of  his  hopes 
and  mine,  I  obtained  from  him  in  my  turn,  that  he 
mould  regulate  his  impatient  defires  by  my  counfels. 
Our  abode  being  in  the  fame  houfe,  we  (hall  now  be 
at  eafe,  faid  1  to  him,  to  communicate  to  each  other 
.our  notions  and  refoluticnff. 

In 
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la  truth,  my  only  view  in  loding  with  him  was  to 
penetrate  more  eafily  into  his  defigns.  I  apprehended 
the  word  from  a  mind  fo  enterprifing;  and  if  Rofe 
mould  one  day  become  his,  I  was  refolved  it  mould 
at  lead  be  by  fuch  means  as  fliould  make  her  find  as 
much  honour  as  advantage  in  the  alliance.  He  de- 
layed me  from  going  to  fee  George,  and  to  know  of 
himfelf  how  he  could  confent  to  the  project  of  running 
away  with  his  filler.  I  could  not  impeach  Linch  of 
having  impofed  en  me  in  his  relation ;  neither  could 
I  fufpect  George  for  having  lightly  confented  to  fa- 
crifice  the  honour  and  repofe  of  his  filler.  Thefe 
doubts  could  not  be  cleared  up  but  at  the  Baftile.  I 
haflened  to  go  there  before  the  clofe  of  the  day,  and 
promifing  Linch  to  be  with  him  at  fupper,  I  left  him 
under  fome  other  pretence. 

George  did  not  expect  my  vifit.  I  knew  him  too 
well  not  to  perceive  that  it  gave  him  a  piercing  emo- 
tion ;  neverthelefs,  by  a  falfe  affectation  of  refolution 
and  firmnefs,  which  I  did  not  pretend  to  take  notice 
of,  he  received  me  with  an  air  the  moll  free  and  dif- 
cngaged  in  the  world;  and  when  I  began  to  fpeak,  by 
lamenting  him,  and  declaring  the  (hare  I  took  in  his 
misfortune",  he  anfwered  with  a  fmile,  that  he  could 
not  give  that  name  to  the  confequences  of  an  affair 
of  honour,  which  had  turned  out  fo  glorioufly  for  his 
brother  and  him.  My  bufinefs  was  not  to  combat 
thefe  miferable  prepoffefiions.  I  agree,  faid  I,  that 
an  accident  from  which  you  could  not  defend  your* 
felves,  ought  to  appear  excufable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public;  but  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  it  has  been  the 
occafion  of  (hutting  you  up  in  the  Baflile,  and  that  it 
will  be  a  long  time  an  invincible  obdaclc  to  your  for- 
tune. I  do  not  (peak  a  word  of  Patrick,  who  hasjuil 
efpoufed  the  only  daughter  of  Fineer. He  in- 
terrupted me  with  furprife  to  demand  an  explanation 
of  this  piece  of  news.  I  gave  it  to  him  in  a  few 
words.  Yes,  replied  I,  the  favour  of  heaven  has 
procured  him  in  the  fpacc  of  fome  months  an  efla- 
blifhment  that  leaves  him  nothing  to  defire.    But  what 

fhall 
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mall  we  do  with  your  fifter,  whofe  lot  you  may  well 
imaging  is  not  very  happy?  1  proceeded  no  farther  ;  and 
being  well  fatisfied  that  he  had  given  me  time  to  draw 
him  a  picture  in  miniature  of  the  fituation  of  our  fa- 
mily, I  thought,  that  in  giving  him  liberty  to  fpeak, 
he  would  of  himfelf  come  to  the  point  of  declaring  his 
true  fentiments.  I  waited  then  his  anfwer  in  filence, 
whilft  he  appeared  to  difcharge  himfelf  froma  thoufand 
melancholy  reflections,  of  which  all  his  efforts  to  dif- 
guife  them  from  me  did  not  hinder  me  in  the  leaft 
from  reading  a  part  of  them  in  his  countenance. 

At  length,  cafting  his  eyes  upon  me,  I  congratulate 
Patrick,  (faid  he,  in  a  conftraincd  voice)  for  having 
pleafed  the  daughter  of  Fincer,  and  I  believe  his  for- 
tune is  better  eftablifhed  with  her  than  if  he  had  been 
fuccefsful  in  his  firft  purfuits.  As  to  Rofe,  continued 
he,  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  feen  my  lord 
JLinch,  and  if  he  has  fpoke  to  you  of  the  inclination 
he  has  for  her.  In  putting  me  to  this  queftion,  I  ob- 
served that  he  endeavoured  to  difcover  my  thoughts 
in  my  eyes.  I  have  feen  him,  faid  I  carelefsly,  and 
added  nothing  that  could  give  him  any  light.  He 
perceived  plainly  from  himfelf,  that  half  of  my  know- 
ledge was  concealed  at  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  If 
you  have  feen  him,  replied  he  in  a  more  fettled  tone, 
he  has  communicated  to  you  his  defign ;  and  llnce  you 
make  a  difficulty  of  telling  me  of  it,  I  conclude  that 
you  do  not  approve  of  it.  He  has  difcovered  it  to  me, 
continued  he,  and  I  mould  bave  rejected  it  with  indig- 
nation, if  two  motives  of  equal  weight  had  not  ob- 
liged me  to  give  my  confent.  Linch  did  not  come  to 
propofe  it  to  me,  until  after  1  had  been  anvertifed  by  an 
unknown  perfon  of  the  deplorable  extremity  to  which 
my  filter  was  reduced,  and  of  her  rejecting  all  abid- 
ances that  were  offered  her.  I  confefs,  that  being 
myfelf  out  of  a  condition  to  aid  her,  ignorant  even  of 
the  place  of  her  retirement,  knowing  Patrick  to  be 
in  Ireland,  and  doubting  that  from  an  income  (0  mo- 
derate as  yours,  fufficient  could  never  be  drrwn  to  re- 
'pair  our  loffes,    I  thought  all  forts  of  meaus  lavvf"! 

for 
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for  faring  the  unfortunate  Role  and  the  honour  of  our 
family.  Yet  Linch  ought  to  have  told  you  under 
what  conditions  I  came  into  his  meafures.  I  infilled 
that  he  fhould  obtain  your's  and  Pacrick's  confent.  I 
exacted  from  him,  that  he  fhould  undertake  a  voyage 
to  Ireland  to  requell  it.  I  rcfafed  to  unfold  myfelf 
clearly  in  a  billet  which  he  got  from  me.  In  one 
word,  I  played  the  tyrant  ;  and  the  confent  itfelf,  that 
I  gave  him  out  of  neceflicy,  has  cofl  me  fome  tears. 
But  thi3  motive,  that  alone  is  fufficient  to  clear  me  in 
the  eyes  of  men  of  honour,  was  extremely  fortined 
by  the  reflections  I  made  on  a  billet  that  chance  here 
threw  into  my  hands.  I  found  it  in  a  book  that  Pa- 
trick fent  me  to  diflipate  the  griefs  of  a  tedious  im- 
prifunment.  It  was  a  note  from  de  Peffes,  who  gave 
him  fervent  thanks  for  the  price  with  which  he  pro- 
mifed  to  reward  his  fervices,  who  engaged  that  with 
this  fpur,  added  to  that  of  friendship,  he  was  capable 
to  undertake  any  thing.  The  nature  of  the  fervicc 
and  of  the  recompence  was  fo  clearly  exprefied  in  the 
letter,  that  I  could  not  be  deceived  in  it.  Your  de- 
parture and  my  captivity  feemed  to  give  Patrick  an 
abfolute  empire  over  Rofe.  I  had  no  doubt  but  his 
defign  was  to  make  it  fubfervient  to  his  own  happi- 
nefs,  and  in  the  diforder  of  our  affairs  I  pofiihly 
might  not  have  condemned  an  agreement  which 
feemed  to  promife  the  eflablifhment  of  thofe  two.  I 
mentioned  it  to  Patrick,  without  confefTing  to  him 
how  I  came  to  be  informed  of  his  project  ;  and  I  made 
no  other  objection  to  it  than  the  repugnance  of  Rofe, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  difficult  to  overcome  ;  but 
if  her  ill  fortune  mould  condemn  her  to  do  any  vio- 
lence to  her  inclination*,  I  had  then  no  fcruple  in 
wifhing  that  it  might  be  in  favour  of  my  lord  Liuch. 
Soppoflog  an  equality  in  other  refpt&«,  his  birth  and 
riches  would  giv.-  him  (o  gteat  an  advantage  over  his 
rival,  that  my  lifter  could  not  fail  of  feeing  the  dif- 
ference, and  in  fpite  of  all  her  cohlnef3,  which  Linch 
himftlf  hat  COOrefled  to  me,  this  at  lead  would  be 
one  reafon  for  confoliHg  her  under  the  BCCCffil 
Vol.  I.  L  being 
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being  his.  And  do  you  reckon  for  nothing,  added 
George,  the  obligation  I  laboured  under  of  making  a 
prudent  ufe  cf  Linch  ?  Could  not  he  in  fpite  of  my 
refiftance  execute  what  he  was  willing  fhould  depend 
on  my  confent  ?  I  confefs  his  generoiity  was  another 
motive  that  touched  me.  A  man  capable  of  furmount- 
ing  his  defires  on  the  eve  of  an  enterprize,  that  gave 
him  affurance  of  the  poffeflion  of  what  he  loved,  ap- 
peared to  me  worthy  of  my  fitter,  and  to  be  a  perfon 
who  would  one  day  or  other  make  her  happy.  The 
difgufts  that  arife  from  caprice  or  conftitution  will 
fooner  or  later  give  way  to  reafon  ;  and  the  heart  of 
Rofe  not  being  prepoffefled  by  any  other  inclination,  1 
did  not  doubt  but  after  fhe  had  married  Linch  fhc 
•would  foon   find  a  pleafure  in  her  duty. 

The  pains  George  took  in  jullifying  himfelf  gave 
me  at  leaft  to  underftand  that  he  yet  made  fome  ac- 
count of  my  eileem.  I  found  a  probability  in  his 
excufes,  and  not  willing  to  mix  any  thing  with  them 
that  might  embroil  fuch  favourable  beginnings,  I  con- 
tinued to  difcourfe  of  the  fervices  1  was  refolved  to 
render  to  Linch,  and  of  the  fituation  of  his  own  af- 
fairs. He  could  not  at  all  fee  any  other  method  for 
procuring  his  liberty  than  by  thofe  ways  which  Pa- 
trick had  given  me  an  account  of  in  Dublin.  This 
was  to  flatter  a  hope  very  uncertain  and  far  removed  ; 
but  his  friends  not  ceafing  to  employ  their  imerefts 
for  him,  at  leaft  did  not  look  upon  him  as  a  man  in- 

tirely   abandoned.      The  duke  of  ,     whether 

from  an  affection  to  his  perfon  and  name,  or  from  an 
impulfe  of  pafiion,  which  he  always  preferved  for 
Rofe,  had  never  flaekened  his  zeal.  King  James  him- 
iclf  had  made  very  warm  ioliYitations  in  his  favour 
to  t*he  court,  who  had  fo  fully  explained  themfelves  as 
to  make  one  underftand  that  it  would  not  be  for  ever 
inflexible. 

I  retired  more  fatisfied  with  my  vifit  than  I  durft 
hope  for,  and  upon  the  whole  exceedingly  pleafed  to 
have  avoided  in  our  firft  interview  all  difcufiobs  that 
mie-ht    revive   our  late  contefts.      I  had  other  pro- 

6  jcfti 
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je&s  upon  George  ;  but  all  my  prefent  zeal  having  re- 
lation to  my  filler,  I  was  in  halte  to  fee  her,  in  order 
to  obtain  from  her  mouth  thofe  lights  which  1  had  a 
mind  to  turn  to  her  own  benefit.  It  was  too  late  to 
return  to  the  convent  :  fo  turning  over  that  confide- 
ration  to  the  morning,  I  thought  of  nothing  but  to 
rejoin  Linch,  whom  i  judged  to  be  under  an  impa- 
tience to  fee  me  again. 

His  impatience  was  indeed  extreme,  but  I  could  not 
as  yet  imagine  the  caufe  ;  he  met  me  with  all  the 
tranfports  of  fury,  and  perhaps  I  was  indebted  only 
to  my  profeffion  for  the  little  refpec"l  he  as  yet  ob- 
ferved  upon  my  arrival.  His  eyes  fpurkled,  and 
amidft  the  confufion  of  a  thoufand  reproaches,  with 
which  he  loaded  me  all  in  a  breath,  he  could  not  find, 
terms  to  exprefs  himfelf  in.  1  pitied  his  trouble, 
and  not  having  yet  any  miurull  of  the  ihare  1  had  ia 
it,  I  approached,  and  inquired  what  it  was  that  dif- 
quieted  him.  He  pufhed  me  from  him  roughly. 
Traitor!  faid  he,  your  habit  protects  you  from  my 
refentment  ;  but  I  (hall  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  pub- 
liming  to  the  world  your  bafenefs  and  perfidy.  The 
furprife  into  which  this  outrage  threw  me  would  at 
once  have  made  him  open  his  eyes  upon  li t3  injnftice, 
if  he  had   been  capable   of  one   momenta   reflex  : 

but  continuing  to  treat  me  with  the  utmoft  paffion,  it 
was  a  long  time,  and  alter  a  great  many  interrupted 
and  broken  words,  'ere  I  came  to  underlland  him.- 
In  returning  fiom  Rofe'i  convent  be  had  been  inform- 
ed by  the  lacquey  whom  Ik  had  charged  10  wait  on 
me,  and  before  whom  I  had  t  ilked  without  any  pre- 
caution with  <l  i  V,  ih.it  L  had  cater 
comulaifancc  an  1  coin!  fcenfion  :  than 
n.  The  tender  and  familiar  manner  ia  which  I 
had  inquired  after  newi  of  his  old  friend,  and  th c 
mle  I  (hewed  for  his  zeal,  paffed  in  I, inch's 
mind  for  a  ptet  ren  to  his  rival.  He  knew 
no' lung  of   de  Ptffei  but  hi>   name  ;    but,    during    the 

i  quaintaoce  he  had  with  1  I  rai  not 

Wttoraot  of  our  lull  project,  for  the  cllabHmmcnt  of 

L  2  my 
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my  filler.  He  knew  alfo  that  de  PefTes  had  had  th£ 
authority  of  my  confent  ;  and,  joining  all  thofe  ideas 
to  the  relation  of  his  lacquey  and  the  teflimony  of 
his  own  eyes,  he  was  perfuaded  that  my  intention 
was  to  deceive  him.  He  explained  all  the  reft  of  my 
conduit  according  to  this  prepofTefiion.  The  civilities 
I  paid  him  in  Dublin,  the  hopes  I  had  given  him  on 
our  journey,  even  the  heat  with  which  I  had  efpoufed 
hi3  intereil  at  Paris,  pafTed  with  him  for  fo  many  ar- 
tifices by  which  I  endeavoured  to  traverfe  his  defigns, 
and  to  watch  a  fafe  opportunity  of  putting  Rofe  out 
of  his  reach.  In  a  temper  as  impetuous  as  his,  jea- 
loufy  and  fhame  were  converted  into  rage.  He  fpoke 
of  nothing  but  revenge,  and  de  PefTes  was  to  be  his 
firft  victim. 

Neverthelefs,  the  good  humour  with  which  I  la- 
boured to  appeafe  him,  and  the  oatha  that  accompa- 
nied myproteftations  of  integrity,  began  to  make  fome 
impreffion  on  him  ;  but  having  propofed  to  me  to  en- 
gage my  word  that  de  PefTes  mould  be  abfolutely  fa- 
crificed  to  him,  my  anfwer  rekindled  all  his  fury.  It 
would  be  injuftice,  faid  I,  to  difpofe  of  Rofe's  heart 
without  giving  her  fome  knowledge  of  this  treaty; 
What  I  promife  you  without  reftriction,  added  I,  is 
to  approve  hex  choice  in  cafe  fhe  declares  for  you,  and 
to  continue,  as  I  have  to  this  prefent  time,  to  ferve 
you  with  fidelity.  He  thought  he  faw,  in  the  turn 
of  thefe  words,  a  new  diffimulation,  which  revived 
all  his  tranfports.  It  was  in  this  violent  paffion  that 
being  no  longer  mafter  of  his  own  fecret,  he  declared 
to  me  with  a  contemptuous  air,  that  he  would  one 
day  or  other  make  me  repent  my  having  betrayed 
him,  and  that  the  meafures  he  had  taken  were  lefs 
likely  to  deceive  him  than  me.  This  menace  made  lefs 
impreffion  on  me  than  his  obilinacy  in  fhutting  him- 
fcif  up  m  an  adjoining  chamber,  of  which  all  my  in- 
treatieb  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  open  the  door. 
I  continued  tome  time  employing  my  civilities  and 
prayers.  At  length  piqued  in  my  turn  with  a  pro- 
seeding  fo  brutal,  i  choie  to  retire. 
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His  threats,  that  did  not  at  firft  more  aftonifli  mej 
than  the  other  circumltances  of  a  fcene  fo  vexatious, 
refloied  me  immediately  to  my  wits,  and  {hewed  me 
things  in  other  colours.  What  mould  1  underftand 
of  thofe  meafurcs,  upon  which  he  built  more  than 
upon  me  ?  Had  I  not  every  thing  to  fear  from  a  man 
fo  violent  ?  And  he  who  had  been  capable  of  laying  a 
fcheme  for  running  away  with  my  fitter,  is  he  not 
after  all  equally  capable  of  renewing  his  project,  which 
he  has  never  yet  renounced  ;  unlefs  he  reckons  to  fuc- 
ceed  by  iome  other  way  ?  Without  doubt  he  did  not 
deceive  himftlf,  when  he  accufed  me  of  having  manag- 
ed his  pailions,  with  an  inrent  to  give  myfelf  time  for 
conveying  Rofe  out  of  the  way  of  his  enterprises  ;  but 
could  he  think,  that  by  making  with  him  the  voyage 
to  France,  I  ought  to  pat  her  in.o  his  hands  againil 
her  will  ;  or,  pcrhap.;,  join  myfelf  to  him  in  any  other 
manner  to  countenance  his  violence;  ?  When  his  jea- 
loufy  had  power  to  alarm  him  only  from  the  confide- 
ration  that  I  imprudently  fhewed  for  de  PefTes,  ought 
he  not  to  be  fatistied  with  my  explanations,  and  think 
me  fincere,  at  leail  when  I  made  every  thing  depend 
on  the  choice  of  my  filier  ?  Is  this  the  man  of  ho- 
nour, faid  I,  who  would  be  indebted  for  his  intcreft 
in  the  heart  of  a  woman  to  force  and  violence  ?  Be- 
fides,  what  a  humour  '  what  brutality  !  what  fantaf- 
ticalncfs  !  mail  I  force  a  young  lady  of  fuch  a  fweet 
difpofuion  as  Rofe  to  accept  of  fuch  a  hally  and  paf- 
fionate  hufband  ?  He  will  run  away  with  her  :  But 
what  have  I  to  fear  ?  Cannot  I  defeat  all  hit 
fchemes  yet  better,  by  fending  her  immediately  t« 
Ireland,  where  her  brother  is  in  a  condition  to  pro- 
tect her  ?  He  mail  fee  her  no  more,  added  I,  I  will 
to-morrow  begin  my  journey  with  her  to  Coleraine. 

This  refolution,  to  which  I  imagined  myfelf  fixed 
in  a  manner  not  to  be  fhaken,  made  me  think,  at  my 
awaking,  on  the  preparations  for  our  departure.  But 
I  was  informed  for  the  firft  news,  that  Lunch,  more 
early  than  I,  had  left  the  lodgings  at  the  dawn  of 
day,  and  that  he  had  removed  all  his  equipage  with 
L  3  him; 
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him.  Although  my  filler's  retreat  did  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  in  the  leaft  expofed  to  his  infuks,  yet  I  aban- 
doned all  other  thoughts  to  go  immediately  to  it.  He 
might  propofe  to  himfelf  to  fee  her  before  me,  and  to 
infpire  her  with  fome  ideas  that  might  make  her  refift 
the  execution  of  mine.  Befides,  this  precipitate  (lep 
confirming  all  my  fctfpicions,  I  did  not  think  I  could 
remove  too  fqpn  from  Paris,  and  I  would  willingly 
prepare  Rofe  to  take  poll  with  me  the  fame  day. 

It  was  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  got  to 
the  convent,  with  my  mind  full  of  the  new  journey 
1  was  going  to  undertake  ;  for  being  fixed  in  this  de- 
figri,  it  imported  me  fo  little  to  penetrate  further  into 
the  affairs  of  Rofe,  that  I  r.efolved  not  to  take  up  my 
time  with  them.  She  came  to  the  grate.  I  found  in 
her  an  air  of  fatisfaclion,  which  (he  did  not  difcover 
the  evening  before.  Without  lofing  time  with 
unprofitable  queftions,  I  faid  to  her,  that  having  per- 
ceived (he  had  no  relifh  for  my  lord  Linen,  and  a 
thonfand  reafons  making  me  apprehend  that  fhe  was 
not  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity  at  Paris,  fo  much  as  to 
refufe  marrying  him,  1  was  determined  to  conduct  her 
into  Ireland,  where  fhe  might  fpend  the  moft  agreea- 
ble life  with  Patrick.  A  change  in  her  countenance 
made  me  all  at  once  judge  that  this  propofal  perplex- 
ed her.  Neverthelefs,  not  daring  to  oppofe  me  to  my 
face,  fhe  took  occafion  from  the  name  of  Patrick  to 
reproach  me  with  not  having  yet  informed  her  of  any 
of  his  affairs.  It  was  true,  that  for  the  little  time 
1  paffed  with  her  the  day  before,  and  from  the  unex- 
pected appearance  of  Linch,  I  did  not  mention  any 
thing  of  her  brother.  I  told  her  now  in  hade,  that  I 
had  left  him  under  an  extreme  defire  to  fee  her  again, 
and  that  fhe  would  find  him  happily  married  to  the 
daughter  of  Fincer.  Upon  this  occafion  Rofe  could 
not  dilTemble  her  thoughts.  She  looked  on  me  with 
a  lively  emotion,  married  !  faid  fhe,  do  not  you  de- 
ceive me  i  I  recounted  to  her  fome  circumftances, 
which  left  her  no  further  room  to  doubt  of  it  ;  bur, 
what   I  thought  would    have  infpired  her  with   joy 

raifed 
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raifed  in  her  a  piercing  grief,  of  which  (he  had  not 
power  to  conceal  the  tokens.  Alas  !  faid  fhe,  fee 
then  upon  what  foundation  we  are  to  build  the  oaths 
of  men  !  No,  added  (lie,  I  could  not  have  believed 
Patrick  capable  of  fuch  a  perfidy. 

So  {harp  an  indignation,  excited  by  the  concern  of 
another,  gave  me  to- underltand  what  Rofe's  delicacy, 
was  for  her  own.  I  recalled  to  my  mind  the  en-, 
gagements  that  Patrick  had  entered  into  with  madam 

de  L ;  but  an  acquaintance  with   that  lady  for  a 

few  moments  not  being  able  to  beget  a  friendfhip  fo 
ftrong  as  to  raife  the  trouble  in  which  I  faw  her, 
made  me  conclude,  that  what  appeared  a  teltimony 
of  compaflion  for  the  fake  of  another,  was  an  in- 
quietude that  efcaped  her  for  her  own.  My  curiofity 
made  me  forget,  that  I  ought  not  to  hold  difcourfe 
on  any  thing  but  our  journey.  Ah  !  faid  I,  why  do 
you  condemn  Patrick  for  having  furrendcred  himfelf 
to  the  offers  of  an  amiable  woman,  at  the  inllances 
of  his  friends,  and  even  out  of  confideration  of  the 
neceflity  of  our  affairs,  which  made  for  him  a  law 
in  a  matter  that  ought  to  have  been  fued  for  with  the 
utmofl  application  ?  You,  who  reproach  him  for  it, 
do  you  know  that  you  have  contributed  more  than 
all  mankind  to  the  virtuous  efforts  he  has  made  upon, 
himfelf;  and  that  I  fhould  not  be  here  now  with  the 
aids  I  have  brought  you,  if  his  tendcrnefs  for  you 
had  not  made  him  take  this  only  ftep  for  )our  relief? 
What  fay  you  ?  interrupted  (he  with  a  new  agitation. 
Ah  !  I  ice  he  is  made  unhappy.  I  know  it.  It  is 
impoflible  that  with  a  paflion,  fuch  as  he  felt  at  his 
departure,  he  could  have  power  to  renounce  volun- 
tarily the  inclination!  of  bit  heart.  What  caufe  have 
I  to  grieve  !  He  will  reproach  me  one  tlay  or  o- 
ther  with  nil  DlUfortuae*|  and  \i  it  not  me  alone  he 
ought  10  accufe  for  them  ? 

The  heat    with    which   fhe  expreflcd    herfelf  raifed 

an  |ftoni(hment   that  I   had  Tome  difficulty  to 

remove.      I  did  not  think   hci  capable  of  fuch  a  tian- 

fport.      All  her    notions  intircly  difagrccd  with  mine. 

L  4  I  flopped 
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I  flopped  her  with  a  Heady  and  fevere  look.  How 
then,  fays  I,  with  a  tone  as  fevere,  has  the  fpirit 
of  error  and  corruption  laid  hold  of  all  my  family  I 
What  can  thefe  fcnfelefs  maxims  mean,  that  repre- 
fent  a  trifling  paffion  as  an  invincible  obftacle,  and 
misfortune  and  woe  as  infeparabU  from  virtue  ?  Is 
this  you,  Rofe,  who  have  fuffered  yourfelf  to  be  fe- 
duced  by  fuch  horrible  principles?  Is  this  the  progrefs 
you  have  made  in  the  paths  of  religion  fince  you 
have  been  removed  from  under  my  eyes  ?  She  ap- 
peared to  be  more  afflicted  than  humbled  with  this 
reproach.  Ah  !  my  brother,  laid  (he  gently,  can  you 
never  come  to  conceive  what  it  cods  a  tender  heart  to 
be  reduced  to  the  nectffity  of  combating  its  mod 
darling  inclinations  ?  No,  replied  I  haftily  ;  but  you 
who  appear  to  know  it,  in  what  fchool  have  you 
learned  it  ?  This  queftion  flopped  her  mouth.  I 
pitied  her  embarrafment,  and  not  hoping  that  (he 
would  behave  hcfelf  to  me  as  the  confident  of  thfe 
fecrets  of  her  heart,  I  had  taken  up  the  refolution 
I  came  in,  not  to  prefs  her  to  a  difcovery  be- 
fore our  departure,  if  chance  had  not  thrown  an 
opportunity  in  my  way  that  I  was  not  in  quell  of. 
They  put  a  letter  into  her  hands  in  my  prefence, 
and  told  her  the  meflenger  waited  for  an  anfwer. 
Her  blufhes  betrayed  her.  She  feemed  to  hefitatc 
what  order  to  give  the  porter.  Her  filence  did  not 
end  here.  At  length  I  freed  her  from  fo  cruel  a  per- 
plexity, by  going  to  the  boy  and  telling  him,  that  he 
mould  wait  at  the  parlour  door. 

This  was  only  ftepping  out  of  one  trouble  to  fall 
into  another,  or,  as  they  fay,  out  of  the  frying-pan 
into  the  fire.  Her  confufion  appearing  to  incrcafe 
when  (he  found  herfelf  alone  with  me,  I  had  not  the 
cruelty  to  fpin  out  this  fcene  to  any  length.  I  af- 
fumed  a  more  mild  air,  to  encourage  her.  I  obferve, 
faid  I,  with  joy,  my  dear  Rofe,  that  your  heart  is 
not  yet  become  acquainted  with  artifice.  But  would 
you  be  fo  difconcerted,  if  you  had  nothing  to  reproach 
yourfelf  with  ?   Ah  !    no,   interrupted   fhe  ;    heaven, 

who 
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who  is  the  witnefs  of  all  my  thoughts,  knows  that 
I  have  committed  no  offence.  Let  us  take  off  the 
mafic,  replied  I :  Patrick,  who  knew  the  tendernefs 
of  my  affection,  did  not  judge,  that  when  I  was 
about  making  this  voyage  to  France,  I  fhould  remain 
in  ignorance  of  what  you  confided  to  him.  I  learned 
from  his  mouth  all  that  paffed  before  he  left  you.. 
Has  nothing  happened  fmce  that  time  which  you  are 
afhamed  to  communicate  to  me  ?  This  doubt,  which 
I  ra'fed  on  purpofe  to  quicken  her,  had  all  the  effect 
I  expe&ed  from  it.  If  Patrick,  replied  Cat  in  hafte^ 
has  given  you  a  faithful  account,  you  have  heard 
nothing  that  might  give  me  any  caufe  of  fhame,  and 
I  have  taken  good  care  fincc  not  to  deferve  this  re- 
proach. But  I  confefs,  added  fhe  blufhing  again,  that 
I  could  not  defend  myfelf  from  having  fome  efteem 
for  a  man,  who  appears  to  me  worthy  of  fuch  fen- 
timents.  Read  the  letter,  continued  fhe  (taking  it 
out  of  her  pocket)  that  I  received  yefterday  from 
him  ;  I  will  make  no  more  difficulty  of  putting  that 
into  your  hands  which  I  juft  received,  and  1  defire 
that  you  yourfelf  may  open  it  ;  but  you  will  not  fuf- 
pec~t  me  (if  the  leafl  diffimulation,  when  I  commiiTion 
you  to  begin  with  the  firlt.  To  receive  letters, 
muttered  1  in  t.king  them,  to  read  them,  to  keep 
them  fo  carefully;  this  is  already  making  large  ftrides. 
I  immediately  began  with  this  curious  piece.  He 
prayed  her  to  judge  of  the  pain  of  fo  long  a  filence 
by  the  power  of  a  paffion  that  never  yet  had  an  ex- 
ample :  That  he  bad  exactly  obferved  all  he  had  un- 
dertaken, Dot  to  trouble  her  with  his  letters,  at  a 
time  when  the  resolution  flic  had  taken  of  feeing  no 
pcrfon,  had  made  him  fear  to  injure  any  decorum, 
or  to  alarm  her  prudeact  ;  bat  being  incapable  alfo 
of  dropping  his  view;  for  a  moment,  he  confeffed 
that  he  had  not  paffed  ore  day  without  informii  iff 
himfelf  of  every  thing  that  related  to  her  health  and 
repofc  ;  and  that  to  make  her  retreat  more  f< 
ami  quiet,  he  had  taken  with  her  holl  fuch  me. 
as  appeared    to    have    happily   fucccedcd.      Sec 
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without  doubt,  interrupted  I,  the  friend,  the  cook, 
and  all  thofe  things  which  I  eafily  perfuade  myfelf 
you  were  utterly  ignorant  of.  But  let  us  read  on, 
added  I,  perceiving  {he  was  difcompofcd  by  this  re- 
mark.— Underftanding  (he  faid)  that  her  brother 
was  come  to  Paris,  and  engaged  her  to  return  to  a 
convent,  he  eafily  imagined  that  the  confufion  and 
diforder  of  our  fortune  might  have  had  a  (hare  in 
this  refolution  ;  and  that  from  henceforward  her 
brother  being  with  her,  his  prefence  would  give  a 
check  to  all  evil  interpretations,  and  therefore  he 
prayed  her  to  engage  him  to  take  that  houfe,  which 
lie  had  out  of  feafon  propofed  to  her  at  another  time, 
when  he  confeffed  her  prudence  had  made  her  refufe 
the  offer.  He  promifed  we  mould  live  in  great 
abundance  of  every  thing  becoming  people  of  dif- 
tinclion,  and  that  the  hand  from  whence  this  libe- 
rality came  fhould  never  be  difcovered  to  the  public. 
In  fine,  he  requefted  two  words  of  an  anfwer,  which 
fhould  be  followed  the  fame  moment  by  an  execution 
of  his  offers. 

I  cannot  deny,  faid  I  to  Rofe,  but  that  this  is  the 
procedure  of  a  gallant  man,  and  of  a  liberal  and  re- 
fp eel: ful  lover.  Did  you  not  cultivate,  (continued  I,) 
a  further  acquaintance  with  him  fince  the  departure 
of  Patrick?  No,  faid  fhe  ;  without  making  any  an- 
fwer to  his  letters,  I  ordered  him  to  be  told  many  a 
time  by  thofe  who  brought  them,  that  I  could  not 
with  honour  fuffer  fuch  applications  from  a  perfon- 
unknown  ;  and  my  only  hope  to  difcover  thereby 
his  name,  was  what  made  me  open  them.  He  preffed 
me  to  confent  to  his  viiits  :  I  might  have  had  power 
thereby  to  have  drawn  the  fecret  from  himfelf,  or 
dextroufly  from  his  fervants  ;  but  the  laws  I  had 
impofed  on  myfelf  have  always   made  me    forbear. 

I  confefs,  an  adventure  fo  ftrange  caufed  me  no  lefs 
aftonifhment  than  inquietude ;  I  was  perplexed  my- 
felf to  give  her  thofe  advices  which  (he  appeared  to 
ftand  in  need  of.  I  thought  one  moment  to  break; 
off  our  conversation,  and  roughly  to  make  ufe  of  my 
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authority  to  oblige  her  immediately  to  take  the  road 
to  Ireland.  Bat  I  began  to  be  afraid,  with  good  rea- 
fon,  that  I  mould  meet  with  refinance  from  her. 
Befides,  I  did  not  diffemMe  it,  that  whether  it  were 
from  an  impulfe  of  natural  tendernefs,  that  made 
me  wifh  her  heart  fatisiied,  or  from  the  idea  which 
his  inclination  and  efteem  made  me  form  of  this  un- 
known lover,  I  found  myfelf  fo  very  well  difpofed 
for  him,  that  I  had  a  defire  at  leaft  to  fee  him,  and 
dive  into  the  truth  of  his  fentiments.  In  fine,  not 
daring  to  amufe  myfelf  without  receiving  new  lights, 
I  demanded  it  as  a  favour  from  my  filter,  to  relate 
to  me  all  the  progrefs  of  this  intrigue,  from  the  very 
beginning.  I  acknowledge,  fays  I,  that  when  de- 
cency and  a  reafonable  regard  to  intereft  agree  with* 
the  inclination  of  the  heart,  a  bias  of  this  nature 
may  merit  fome  indulgence  ;  but  it  is  not  you  that 
ought  to  believe  in  this  manner.  We  are  too  cafily. 
blinded  with  our  own  appetites.  If  you  know  me 
to  have  a  love  and  tendernefs  for  my  family,  and 
difcretion  and  zeal  for  your  true  intereits,  do  not  in 
the  leaft  fear  to  repeat  to  me  that  which  you  have 
difcovered  to  Patrick,  and  leave  me  to  judge  without 
prepoffeflion  of  thofe  things  which  your's  may  make 
you  difTemble. 

She  began  her  hiftory  from  our  firfl  differences. 
I  found  even  in  the  leffer  details  that  air  of  fincerity, 
which  artifice  does  not  know  how  to  counterfeit, 
The  birth  of  her  inclination,  the  duration   and   pro- 

eref3  of  it,  her  averfion   for  the  duke  of  ,  her 

indifference  for  Mr  dc  PefTes,  her  difguft  for  my 
lord  Linch  ;  (he  explained  all  thefe  with  the  fame 
candour.  I  flopped  her  fometimes  to  queflion  her 
upon  fome  obfeure  and  important  circumflances, 
which  (he  appeared  not  to  have  fully  reprefented.  She 
fatiofied  me  off-hand  by  an  ingenuous  and  plain 
anfwer.  Happy  temper!  faid  I  to  myfelf;  what 
would  be  the  crime  of  him  who  mould  ravifli  a  heart 
fo  innocent  from  virtue  !  In  fine,  when  (lie  came  to  Pa- 
trick's journey,  and  the  fubject  of  her  letter  to  me  which 

(he 
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flie  was  willing  to  pafs  over,  1  afked  her,  if  fhe  knew 
nothing  of  the  conteft  of  her  brother  uith  an  emif- 
fary  of  her  unknown  lover,  and  what  fhe  thought  of 
that  adventure.  You  call  to  my  memory,  replied 
fhe,  one  of  the  mod  melancholy  circumilances  of 
my  life.  I  was  not  informed  of  this  accident  till 
many  days  after  the  departure  of  my  brother.  The 
unknown  (feeing  you  have  given  him  this  name)  let 
all  this  interval  pafs  over  without  renewing  his  ordi- 
nary diligence.  I  cannot  indeed  tell  you,  that  I  war 
infenfible  of  this  appearance  of  coldnefs  or  forget- 
ful nefs  ;  but  I  was  diftra&ed  with  an  inquietude  yet 
more  cruel.  After  the  confidence  I  had  repofed  in 
Patrick,  I  fancied  he  had  concealed  his  refentment 
from  me  with  fame  precaution,  and  had  learned 
enough  to  carry  him  to  fome  violent  refolutions,  of 
which  the  filenee  of  the  unknown  might  be  the 
effect.  I  was  a  long  time  in  a  (late  of  uncertainty 
and  trembling  under  thefe  notions,  until  I  ttceived 
from  him  a  letter,  in  which  he  gave  me  a  plain  ac- 
count of  what  had  become  of  mine.  The  fame  rea«. 
fon,  faid  he,  that  had  not  yet  permitted  him  to  open 
himfelf  upon  that  occafion  to  me,  had  hindered  him 
from  courting  Patrick's  acquaintance,  in  fpite  of  the 
inclination  he  felt  to  love  him.  The  fame  inclination 
had  forced  him  alfo  to  retain  his  fentiments  clofed  up 
in  his  breaft  for  fo  long  a  time,  that  he  might  fear  in 
the  end  to  betray  them  by  fome  indifcretion  ;  that  I 
need  not  but  be  perfectly  fecure  in  their  innocence, 
added  he,  when  he  made  me  a  free  confeflion  of  this 
nature.  This  neverthelefs,  was  the  caufe  that 
made  me  abfolutely  refufe,  not  to  give  him  an  an- 
fwer.  I  had  a  difficulty  to  conceive,  ho^v  he  could 
neglect  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  making  my 
brother  approve  his  love  ;;  and  I  drew  but  an  ill 
omen  from  all  thefe  myfterious  reafons,  that  did  not 
dare  to  let  him  place  his  confidence  in  a  man  of  ho- 
nour. In  the  mean  time,  added  Rofe,  but  with  a 
voice  lefs  refolute,  and  her  eyes  cart;  down,  his  con- 
ftancy,    his    diGntereftcdnefs,  the    continual    renewal 
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of  his  oaths  and  complaints,  my  vvcaknefs,  if  you 
will  have  it  fo,  made  other  ideas  infcnfibly  fpring  up 
in  me. 

The  extreme  attention  with  which  I  hearkened 
ttnto  her,  made  me  take  notice  of  a  change  in  her 
countenance  ;  and  feeing  (he  continued  to  hefitate,  I 
did  not  doubt  but  (he  was  on  the  verge  of  opening 
fome  circumflance  which  her  confeffion  had  made 
irkfome  to  her.  Your  confidence  charms  me,  faid  I 
to  her  immediately,  to  give  her  courage  ;  continue, 
my  dear  Rofe,  do  not  difguife  any  thing.  Alas!  re- 
plied fhe,  ought  I  to  confefs  it  to  you  ?  And  what 
will  you  think  of  my  conduct,  if  you  do  me  juftice 
enough  at  lead  to  confide  in  my  fentiments  ? — When 
the  cruelty  of  the  abbefs,  (which,  that  I  may  difco- 
ver  all  my  fufpicions  to  you,  I  do  not  attribute  to 
her)  as  well  as  the  fecret  practices  and  as  mifchievous 

views  of  the  duke  of ,  had  forced  me  to  think  of 

the  miferable  fuu£hiary  in  which  you  have  found  me  ; 
in  the  midit  of  my  troubles,  and  in  the  bitternefs  of 
my  heart,  I  could  not  refufe  myfelf  the  confolation 
of  letting  this  unknown  into  fome  part  of  my  de- 
fign,  of  which  1  do  not  yet  "know  what  judgment  you 
will  make.  I  had  received  one  of  his  letters,  in 
which  he  renewed  the  declarations  of  his  love  in  the 
molt  paffionaie  term*.  I  took  up  the  pen  trembling, 
and  following  the  di&atei  of  my  heart,  I  wrote  to 
him  what  urgent  reafons  had  obliged  me  to  a  change 
of  fituation,  until  the  return  of  my  brother;  and 
that  I  thought  his  attachments  to  me  intitled  him  to 
this  intimation,  to  Iparc  him  the  pains  of  unprofitable 
inquiries  ;  that  being  refolded,  during  this  interval, 
not  to  bear  either  the  fight  or  letters  of  any  pcrfon 
whatfoever,  he  ought  to  expedl  that  I  fhould  yet 
be  more  inflexible  to  him  ;  that  neverthelefs  I  gave 
him  leave  to  explain  this  diilindtion  to  his  ad- 
vantage ;  that  I  did  not  forbid  him  to  inform  himfelf 
!v  of  the  conduct.  I  wa.i  going  to  obferve,  be- 
caufc  1  fhoi  Id  he  well  plcaftd  to  pieferve  his  cila  m  ; 
lint  if  (being  fuch  ao  he  laboured  to  pcrfuade  me)  he 
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would  fooner  or  later  dlfcover  himfelf  to  my  brothers^ 
he  fhould  then  find  my  heart  to  declare  for  him  ; 
but  that  after  this  confeffion  (to  which  I  would  freely 
add  the  promife  he  demanded  of  me  fo  earneftly,  not 
to  engage  myfelf  to  any  other  perfon)  he  ought  to 
build  as  much  upon  my  fidelity  as  I  had  done  upon 
his,  and  contain  himfelf  within  thofe  limits  that 
fhould  ferve  as  a  rule  for  the  duration  of  my  fen- 
timents. —  I  know  not,  continued  fhe  with  a  fearful 
look,  if  you  will  not  condemn  this  letter.  I  quitted 
the  convent  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  I  wrote  it.  He 
ohferved  fo  punctually  my  commands,  that  I  fome- 
times  doubted,  if  he  continued  to  love  me,  or  if  he 
had  difcovered  my  retreat.  But  his  letter  which  I 
received  yefterday  the  moment  we  parted  will  con* 
vince  you  that  he  is  always  the  fame  ;  and  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  believing  that  it  was  he  who  deceived  my 
holt  under  the  name  of  a  friend  of  our  family.  I 
am  convinced  it  was  he,  added  fhe  ;  for  all  my  other 
perfecutors  were  not  capable  of  fhewing  fo  much  dif- 
intereftednefs  and  difcretion. 

She  would  have  continued  to  give  me  an  account 
of  what  fhe  had  fuffered  from  the  duke  of  — • — ,  and 
her  other  lovers  ;  but  finding  fuch  a  detail  ufelefs  to 
all  the  ideas  that  pofieiTed  me,  I  interrupted  her.  The 
force  of  her  inclination  broke  out  fo  ftrongly  in  all 
the  circum&ances  of  her  flory,  that  I  did  not  remem- 
ber to  reprefent  to  her,  that  a  young  lady  ought  to 
be  upon  her  guard  againft  all  the  foibles  of  her  heart. 
There  was  no  doubt  remaining  but  that  fhe  paflionately 
loved  her  unknown.  Neverthelefs  her  letter  lett  me 
in  trouble  and  difcontent,  which  I  would  fain  make 
her  fenfible  of.  I  cut  her  fhort,  when  fhe  began  to 
hug  herfelf  for  having  efcaped  my  reproache.3.  Hold, 
hold,  faid  I  penfively  ;  if  I  commend  your  fince- 
rity,  do  not  imagine  I  approve  your  faults.  This 
letter  is  a  rafhnefs  which  I  cannot  pardon.  Have 
you  cotifidered  to  whom  you  have  engaged  yourfelf  ? 
fhall  a  lady  of  your  age  .promife  her  faith  and  her 
hand  at  a  venture  ?  fhall  fhe  give  it  alfo  to  the  exclu- 

fion 


The  Dean  of  Coleraine.  257 

fion  of  every  thing  that  prudence  and  honour  might 
propofe  to  her  by  the  mouths  of  her  friends  ?  Ah  * 
what  will  this  be  i^  you  come  to  di (cover,  in  your  un- 
known, a  man  unworthy  of  you  ?  in  one  word,  what 
can  be  the  meaning  of  your  promife  ?  Is  not  this  to 
revolt  apparently  againft  all  the  propofals  of  e ft abli fit- 
ment laid  down  by  your  brothers,  and  one  day  to  de- 
liver yourfelf  up  in  fpite  of  them  to  the  forwardnefs 
of  a  man  whole  honefty  you  are  a  ftranger  to  but 
from  his  own  teltimony  ?  But  let  us  read  this  fecond 
letter,  added  I  with  more  heat,  and  ur.veii  In  all  ibr.s 
of  means  a  myftery  that  begins  ferioufly  to  alarm  me.  I 
have  received  this  letter  (fays  1)  which  the  mod  preiTing 
curiofity  has  not  yet  fuffered  me  to  open.  It  contains, 
like  the  firft,  lively  proteftations  of  love,  with  fome 
marks  of  impatience  for  an  expected  anfwer  :  But, 
lie  adds,  if  1  mould  make  any  difficulty  of  confiding 
in  the  tenders  of  a  man  unknown,  he  offers  me  that 
I  mould  rely  upon  at  my  choice  either  twelve  thou- 
fand  franks  every  year  to  commence  from  this  fime 
day,  or  a  thoufand  franks  payable  the  firft  day  of 
each  month,  without  any  other  conditions  than  to  en- 
gage me  not  to  difpofe  of  my  lifter  till  the  time 
in  which  he  promifes  to  make  her  moft  rich  and  mod 

ha£PT- 

Thil  is  too  much  indeed,  cried  I  with  a  fort  of 
indignation  ;  I  muft  fufpeft  fecrets  that  one  mufl 
bluih  to  acknowledge,  and  liberalities  that  aim  at 
a  mark  fo  uncertain  cannot  flow  from  their  fource 
without  reproach.  I  got  off  my  chair  in  the  fame 
difpofition,  and  ordering  the  rr..:flenger,  who  yet  at« 
1  at  the  door,  to  come  in,  I  faid  to  him  thus, 
without  confulting  Rofe  ;    return  to  your  mafler,   and 

let  him  know  that   you  found  with  madam  de  ■ 

of  Coleraine,  her  elder  brother  and  guar- 
dian :  Since  he  has  commit:  B  the  fecrct  of 
flairs,  tell  him  that  I  am'  a  man  of  quality,  a 
piicft,  and  a  gentleman  :  if  he  thinks  me  worthy 
of  hi.  ice  under  one  or  other  of  thefs  titles, 
I  am  ready  to  hear  him  in  any  place  he  think3  proper 

to 
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to  appoint  me  ;  If  he  refufes,  let  him  know  I  go  to- 
morrow to  Ireland  with  my  filter.  I  fhall  wait  his 
anfwer  here. 

Rofe,  towards  whom  I  immediately  turned  myfelfr 
feemed  to  regret,  that  I  had  not  given  the  meffenger 
leave  to  reply,  and  that  not  having  herfelf  opened 
her  mouth,  he  might  report  to  his  mailer  that  fhe 
appeared  to  have  given  her  confent  to  a  commiflion 
fo  fevere.  She  neverthelefs  confeffed  to  me,  that  fhe 
was  rejoiced  at  the  bottom  of  her  heart,  to  fee  her- 
felf fo  near  that  eclaircifTement  fhe  had  always  coveted. 
She  flattered  herfelf  that  her  lover  would  confent  to 
every  thing  rather  than  lofe  her  ;  and  not  having 
hitherto  afcribed  the  myftery  of  his  conduit  to 
any  thing  but  fome  perplexity  in  his  fortune,  or 
to  fome  family  consideration,  fhe  little  feared  to 
dive  into  the  bottom  of  thofe  obitacles,  which  were 
not  capable  of  disheartening  her.  I  employed  an 
hour  in  fortifying  her  virtue  againfl  ail  kind 
of  trials.  At  length  the  meffenger  appeared  at  the 
parlour  door  with  an  hired  coach,  which  he  prayed 
me  to  ftep  into.  He  had  a  new  billet  for  Rofe. 
The  circumftances  obliged  me  to  read  it.  It  con- 
tained the  complaints  of  a  man  in  perplexity,  who 
placed  all  his  confidence,  he  faid,  in  the  integrity 
of  his  heart  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  miftrefs.  Rife 
grew  pale  for  fear,  and  feeing  me  ready  to  leave 
her,  fhe  conjured  me  with  tears  in  her  eyes  to 
remember  the  tendernefs  I  always  had  for  her. 

I  gave  myfelf  up  to  the  direction  of  the  meffen- 
ger, whofe  appearance  fhewed  him  to  be  above  the 
condition  of  a  fervant.  He  declared  to  me  freely, 
that  he  had  orders  to  conduct  me  to  the  Carthufian 
monaftery,  and  that  his  matter  would  wait  for 
me  there  in  the  cloifter.  Every  place  was  indifferent 
to  me.  I  carried  with  me  the  remainder  of  my  emo- 
tion, which  did  not  abate  on  the  road.  On  our  ar- 
rival at  the  monaftery,  my  guide  fhewed  me  the  cloi- 
fter, where  I  mould  be  attended. 
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In  reality,  I  found  there  a  man  alone,  who  ad- 
vanced towards  me  when  he  faw  me  appear.  Having 
time  to  obferve  him  as  he  approached  near,  I  way 
flruck  with  his  port  and  ftiape.  By  his  countenance 
I  could  guefshim  to  be  about  twenty- feven  or  twenty- 
eight  years  old.  His  (lature  was  free  and  majeftic, 
his  gait  noble,  his  countenance  engaging,  his  com- 
plexion fanguine,  and  his  eyes  delicate  and  open, 
although  a  little  dejected  by  fome  traces  of  grief, 
He  was  plainly  dreflfed,  but  with  a  tafte  and  delica- 
cy that  proclaimed  him  a  perfon  of  diftinftion.  I 
wiuVd,  notwithllanding  my  vexation,  that  this  was 
Rofe's  lover,  and  that  his  character  was  anfwerablc 
to  fuch  fine  appearances. 

It  was  he  himfclf :  The  refpeftful  air,  with  which 
he  accofted  me,  made  me  know  him  as  much  as  his 
firft  overtures.  If  I  fpeak  to  the  dean  of  Coleraine, 
fays  he,  I  am  before  my  judge  ;  and  1  ought  to  en- 
deavour to  make  him  favourable.  I  anfwered  hi.n  in 
a  modeft  voice,  that  probity  and  honour  being  my 
rules,  we  could  not  be  far  oppofite  in  fentiments,  if 
he  had  thofe  two  virtues  in  his  heart  as  I  faw  them 
painted  in  all  his  form.  Alas  !  replied  he,  have  you 
not  already  found  me  feeble  on  that  lide  ?  but  I  (hall 
aflure  myfelf  to  find  in  y  u  as  much  goodnefs  as  I 
promife  you  integrity.  Neverthelefs,  continued  he, 
(lepping  forward  to  lead  the  way,  you  ought  not  to 
expect  an  entrance  into  long  proteltatious  of  fidelity, 
when  you  receive  fo  clear  a  tellim«>ny  of  it  in  the 
fubmiflion  whiVh  I  here  fliew  to  your  pleafire  You 
have  triumphed  over  a  refolution  in  which  I  have 
been  confirmed,  for  near  a  year  pall.  What  have  you 
not  obtained  by  all  the  powerful  menaces  that  you  have 
employed  5  Hear  me  without  interruption)  and  I  re- 
quire but  as  much  indulgence  from  you  as  you  (hall 
find  in  me  fincerity. 

My  name  is  the  count  of  S  — — .  I  have  twenty 
th'.uiiM.l  crowns  a  year  in  efUte,  am  of  Ionic  re- 
putation in  the  world,  and  my  youth  fuch  as  you 
fee.     I  wa3   not   born  to  fo  much   wealth,  being  tho 
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third  fori  of  a  houfe  more  noble  than  opulent.  For- 
tune left  me  no  other  choice  to  take  than  arms, 
"which  I  have  followed  from  my  early  youth.  A 
3ucky  winter  placed  me  in  the  efteem  of  an  old  wi- 
dow, to  whom  her  hufband  (who  had  enriched  him-! 
fclf  by  bufmefs)  had  left  all  his  wealth.  She  demand- 
ed my  heart  at  the  fame  price.  The  inftances  of 
my  family  made  me  get  the  better  of  my  repug- 
nance. I  married  her  ;  and  the  fame  contract  by  which 
I  facrificed  to  her  my  fairefl  years  made  me  matter  of 
all  the  wealth  fhe  poffeffed.  But  I  have  drawn  little 
fatisfac"tion  from  my  riches.  I  ftand  in  need  of  that 
fort  of  happinefs  which  the  mutual  affe&ion.of  hearts 
only  yields.  I  imagine,  that  to  arrive  at  that  I  mud 
fooner  or  later  have  a  young  amiable  woman, 
with  whom  I  may  have  felicity  in  my  turn  at 
the  price,  if  it  mult  be  fo,  of  all  the  fortune  which 
I  am  indebted  for  to  love.  I  have  feen  your  charm- 
ing filler  ;  fhe  has  infpired  me  with  all  the  tender 
fentiments  that  are  neceffary  to  the  delight  of  my 
life.  I  have  endeavoured  to  let  her  know  them  and 
to  merit  her's.  I  have  endeavoured  to  move  her 
by  all  the  methods  of  fincerity  and  honour.  I  have 
laboured  to  affecl  her  by  my  complaints,  to  per- 
fuade  her  by  my  oaths.  I  have  offered  all  my  wealth 
to  her,  to  her  family.  I  have  actually  preffed  her  to 
accept  at  lead  of  a  fmall  fhare  of  it  for  her  ufc  and 
yours  ;  I  am  all  her's,  yours,  and  all  thofe  that 
belong  to  you.  I  beg  you  may  think  me  fincere,  that 
you  may  place  a  confidence  in  my  honour  and  love, 
that  the  beautiful  Rofe  may  accept  of  my  heart, 
and  pledge  to  me  her's.  Is  this  a  violation  of  rights, 
or  a  palling  of  bounds  ?  Neverthclefs,  fhe  has  rejected 
all  my  offers,  fhe  will  hearken  to  nothing,  fhe  will 
promife  nothing,"  fhe  places  all  on  the  authority 
of  her  brothers,  and  fhe  has  always  infilled  that  my 
fentiments  and  viswa  be  o eclated  to  them.  1  con- 
fefs  that  this  condition  has  caufed  me  fome  per- 
plexities ;  but  you  know  them  nov  .  Judge  between 
us,  rny  dear  dean,  added  he,  preffing  my  hands  tem- 
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derly,  and  decide  with  goodnefs  all  the  happinefs 
©f  my  life. 

I  looked  on  him  with  aftonifhment  ;  and  not  feeing 
any  thing  in  hi-  relation  but  what  the  natural  fenfe 
of  the  words  feemed  to  import,  I  wa«  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  to  find  the  hiftory  of  this  lover  fo  fliort,  and 
the  bottom  of  his  fufferings  fo  light.  See,  faid  I  to 
myieif,  a  lover  perfectly  modeft,  and  perfectly  fear- 
ful ;  for  with  his  birth,  his  age,  his  form,  and  an 
eltate  fo  considerable,  how  could  he  fear  to  difcovcr 
his  mind  to  Patrick,  to  me,  to  all  thofe  who  wifh 
the  happinefs  and  eftablifhment  of  Rofe  I  He  is  not 
even  ignorant  that  he  is  beloved  ;  and  ought  not  this 
confideration  alone  to  arm  him  with  more  afTu- 
rance  ?  In  fine,  not  finding  any  thing  in  this  whole 
adventure  but  a  fubjedl  for  joy,  and  reafons  for 
efteeming  two  lovers  fo  refcrved,  I  did  not  at  all 
fcruple  to  make  him  an  anfwer  conformable  to  my 
notions.  I  admire  your  refervednefs,  faid  I,  and 
felicitate  my  filter  for  having  infpired  you  with  a 
love  fo  tender.  She  has  no  fortune  ;  but  you  will 
not  be  deceived  in  believing  her  to  be  of  birth  and 
merit.  I-  conceive  that  a  lover  rich  and  generous 
may  find  a  plcafure  of  making  the  fortune  of  what 
he  loves.  We  mail  know  one  another  better,  added 
I,  when  from  henceforth  we  fhall  fee  one  another 
with  more  freedom  :  Apprehend  no  further  obuaelc, 
and  count  upon  it,  that  an  inclination  fo  honourable 
for  my  fifter  will  he  approved  by  all  the  family. 

He  kiffed  my  hand  in  a  tranfport  of  joy  ;  and 
mine  was  very  near  rqual  to  his.  What  hinders  me, 
added  I,  from  going  this  moment  and  presenting 
you    tnyfclf  to    my  filter?   \  he  eagerly,   but: 

I  muft  caution  you,  that  nobody  be  informed  of  my 
name  ;  the  fecret  may  remain  between  us,  and  I  am 
rcfponfihlc  for  the  guile  who  Conducted  yon  here  : 
You  have  taken  him  for  a  domeflic  ;  but  Ik-  i  my 
beft  friend,  is  intruded  with  the  myllcry,  and  In.-, 
put  himfelf  into   tbil  to  ferve  me.      Tail  fe- 

cal,  which  he  yet  lecined  tlciiroui  fliould   be  kept  fo, 
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appeared  to  me  to  be  a  very  ufelefs  piece  of  cautioK. 
As  I  explained  to  him  my  thoughts,  O  Heavens  Y 
interrupted  he  me  in  confufion,  you  have  not  at  all 
underftood  me  !  How  fo  ?  faid  I,  with  the  fame  marks 
of  attonifhment.  Alas  !  replied  he,  have  1  not  al- 
ready told  you,  that  I  am  married,  and  that  my  wife 
is  not  yet  dead. 

We  wer:  both  put  to  a  ftand.  So  unexpected  a  dif- 
eovery  made  me  hang  down  my  head  to  conceal  my 
furprife  and  (haine.  Aff.iredly,  anfwered  I,  you  did 
not  give  me  to  underftand  that  your  wife  was  ftill 
living.  This  is  indeed  an  opennefs  of  fincerity  that 
I  did  not  at  all  look  for  ;  and  which  I  would  not  have 
urged  you  to  have  had  for  me,  if  I  had  miftrulted  the 
matter  in  the  lead  :  Neverthelefs,  I  commend  it,  and 
fhail  be  faithful  in  obfevj'ng  that  diforetion  I  promifed 
you.  I  now  conceive,  continued  I,  lifting  up  my 
eyes  to  obferve  his  countenance,  from  whence  pro- 
ceeded the  difficulty  you  had  in  difcovering  yourfelf 
to  my  brother  ;  but  I  can  by  no  means  unravel  what 
your  views    are   in  the   truft  you  have  repofed   in  me. 

Can  you  think  me  capable  of  favouring ?  Do  not 

conclude  any  fuch  thing,  interrupted  he  me  in  tranf- 
port  ;  do  not  add  to  my  grief  for  fo  foon  lofing  all 
my  hopes,  the  fufpicion  of  my  intending  any  in- 
famy. Heaven,  whom  I  do  not  fear  to  call  as  a  wit- 
nefs  to  the  truth,  fees  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  and 
knows  that  in  this  whole  affair  I  have  nothing  to  re- 
proach myfelf  with.  But  why  have  you  interrupted 
me  ?  added  he  in  an  obliging  tone  :  You  promifed 
to  give  me  your  attention  ;  but  I  find  you  are  tired  : 
I  will  only  enter  upon  thofe  explanations,  for 
the  fake  of  which  you  are  come  to  this  place : 
Do  not  condemn  me,  at  leaft  without  having  heard 
me. 

I  compofed  myfelf  enough  to  give  him  all  the  at- 
tention he  demanded.  It  is  then  true,  fays-he,  as  I 
have  confeffed  to  you,  that  I  am  bound  in  very  dif- 
aftrous  chains  ;  but  I  (hall  not  bear  them  to  my  grave. 
In  lamenting  the  rigour  of  my  fate,  I  cannot  repine 

at 
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at  heaven  for  it,  who   makes   it  ferve  to  infure  me  of 

one  more  happy.    Madam  dc  S is  in  a  languifhing 

condition  :  her  age  and  her  ditfempers  do  not  pro- 
mife  her  a  life  of  fix  months.  I  have  thought  her 
gone  twenty  times  by  accidents  that  are  renewed 
every  day.  Her  death  will  leave  me  free  ;  and 
what  ufe  do  you  think  I  fhall  make  of  my  liberty  ? 
I  will  go  and  facrifice  it  a-new  at  the  feet  of  your 
lovely  filter,  but  with  a  certainty  of  finding  my  hap- 
pinefs  in  living  for  her  alone  ;  I  will  make  her  abfo- 
lute  miltrefs  of  my  fortune  and  of  all  my  affections  ; 
fhc  fhall  be  my  idol.  You,  your  family,  and  all 
that  belongs  to  you  fhall  with  me  poffefs  the  place  of 
thofe  things  that  I  hold  mod  dear.  Ah  !  what  a 
happy  recompence  fhall  I  receive  for  the  conftraint 
I  have  lived  in  to  this  hour  !  In  expecting  the  day 
marked  out  by  heaven,  (added  he  more  calmly,  as  if 
he  had  jull  recovered  from  a  kind  of  raving)  what 
laws,  what  maxims  of  honour  or  religion,  can 
condemm  the  cares  I  would  fain  take  for  you  and  for 
your  filler  ?  What  can  hinder  me  from  treating  you 
as  a  brother,  and  her  as  a  perfon  the  raoft  beloved  and 
honoured,  to  whom  I  for  ever  deftine  an  abfolute  em- 
pire over  all  that  belongs  to  me  ?  Shall  I  not  have  the 
permiflion  of  employing  a  fuperfluous  fhare  of  my 
riches  in  infuring  a  life  of  quietnefs  and  tranquil- 
lity to  one  from  whom  1  wait  for  all  my  repofe  ?  I 
will  not  in  the  leaft  puhlifh  my  fervices,  I  will  build 
DOthing  on  my  good  offices  or  cares  ;  I  expect  nei- 
ther thanks  nor  condeicenfions  :  It  is  myfelf  only  I 
feek  to  plcafe,  in  offering  what  1  fhould  be  too  happy 
to  find  accepted  I  will  renounce,  if  you  pleafe,  even 
the  pleafurc  of  feeing  her.  She  knows  well  hcrfelf, 
that  this  is  a  condition  I  have  always  fubmitted  to: 
I  fhall  wait  the  change  of  my  fate  to  prefent  to  her 
all  at  once  my  heart,  my  eflate,  my  pci  foil,  and 
the  name  of  my  wife.  He  calt  his  eyes  on  me  al- 
mofl  at  every  word,  to  difcovcr  what  impttflion  his 
dilcourfc  made  on  me  ;  and  thanking  himfclf  encou- 
raged by  a  imile,  (which  his  cat  ucituefs,  joined  to  the 

inch- 
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inclination  I  really  had  for  him,  drew  from  me  with- 
out any  defign)  I  mud,  continued  he  with  a  more 
gay  and  enlivened  air,  inform  you  to  what  pitch  I 
am  capable  of  carrying  my  difcretion. 

A  letter  of  importance,  in  which  the  fecret  of  my 
paflion  was  contained,  was  one  day  torne  with  vio- 
lence out  of  the  hands  of  a  lacquey  I  employed  in 
my  bufiuefs.  I  millrufted  my  misfortune,  feeing  the 
boy  returned  very  penfive.  He  told  me  that  a  young 
gentleman  of  a  good  mein  had  furpriftd  him  in  a 
lonely  place,  and  with  the  point  of  his  fword  to  his 
heart  had  forctd  him  to  give  up  the  letter.  But  he 
had  the  prcience  ot  mind  to  follow  him,  and  he  told 
me  where  he  lived.  Though  my  name  was  not 
written  in  the  billet,  yet  1  could  not  think  without 
paffion,  that  fo  precious  a  piece  mould  be  in  the 
hands  of  a  ftranger.  My  refentment  would  have 
broke  out  immediately  in  fome  violent  enterprife,  if 
jult  confiderations  had  not  withftood  my  tranfports. 
An  intimate  friend,  my  companion  in  the  wars, 
and  the  fole  confident  of  my  love,  came  in  luckily 
in  the  midfl:  of  my  perturbation.  I  gave  him  in  charge 
to  clear  up  this  cruel  adventure.  He  relumed  in  a 
few  moments  with  fuch  lights  as  cooled  my  anger, 
but  increafed  my  embarrafment.  It  was  your  bro- 
ther who  had  undertaken  to  interpofe  between  your 
filler  and  me,  and  to  cut  off  From  me  all  accefs  to 
her.  With  what  alarms  did  I  not  examine  whether 
I  had  given  room  for  his  fufpicions  by  any  imprudence, 
and  in  what  conftraint  did  I  not  hold  my  thoughts 
during  the  whole  continuance  of  this  tempell  r  But 
from  the  picture  that  my  friend  drew  of  your  bro- 
ther, I  could  not  refill  a  ftrong  defire  I  had  to  fee  him. 
I  forthwith  fought  the  opportunity  ;  the  firll  that  fell 
in  my  way  laid  rue  as  it  were  under  a  neceffity  to  look 
for  others.  I  took  an  inclination  for  him,  ag.inlt 
which  I  could  not  defend  myfelf.  It  feems,  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  your  blood  has  the  fame  right 
to  touch  my  heart.  I  had  him  dogged  to  dilcover  his 
haunts   and  acquaintance.      I  frequented    the    fame 
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walks,  and  introduced  myfelf  into  the  fame  compa- 
nies. Next  to  the  fight  of  your  filler,  I  know  no 
thing  could  pleafe  me  fo  much  as  his.  However, 
being  always  with  held  by  my  fears,  I  did  violence 
to  my  inclination,  which  made  me  wi(h  to  converfe 
with  him  alone,  and  to  tie  myfelf  to  him  in  the  itrict 
bands  of  friendfhip.  I  even  {huaned  approaching  him 
too  near,  or  engaging  with  him  in  any  converfation 
which  I  could  not  fultain  without  fome  embarrafment. 
So  I  kept  myfelf  on  my  guard  until  his  departure,  in 
oppofitton  to  the  mofi  tender  fentiments  of  friend- 
fhip and  love  ;  making  it  at  once  my  deareft  delight 
to  furrender  myfelf  up  to  them,  and  at  the  fame  time 
all  my  employment  to  oppote  them. 

He  left  Paris.  I  did  not  for  my  part  remain  lefa 
fteady  to  my  principles,  and  if  1  ventured  to  renew  to 
your  filler  fome  marks  of  my  conitancy,  flic  can 
bear  me  witnefs  with  what  rcfpec.1  they  were  always 
accompanied.  From  this  time  forward  what  difficul- 
ties might  fhe  have  fpared  herfelf,  had  ihe  lent  an  ear 
to  my  offers  ?  I  fuffered  more  than  (he  did  from  the 
ftrangc  fituation  to  which  fhe  was  reduced  ;  but  I  ac- 
counted my  filencc  among  the  proofs  of  my  love  ; 
and  by  a  new  kind  of  obedience  and  relpedt  I  hum- 
bled myfelf  to  the  torment  of  feeing  her  under  indi- 
gence, to  convince  her  hat  these  was  no  exception  in 
the  oath  I  had  made  of  being  all  my  life  devoted  to 
her.  If  I  watched  about  her,  as  a  covetous  man 
watches  about  bis  treafure,  flic  was  always  ignorant 
of  it.  If  I  fuccceded  happily  in  procuring  her  fome 
afiiftance,  I  had  the  joy  of  feeing  her  receive  it  with- 
out Iter  knowing  it.  In  line,  i  fulfilled  all  duties,  I 
fabmirted  myfelf  to  all  laws,  and  when  I  would  have 
prcfled  you  to  receive  for  her  and  yourfelf  that  winch 
my  fortune  put  me  in  a  condition  to  offer  you,  I  had 
thoughtl  of  doing  you  a  favour  than  of  dif- 
charging  an  obligation,  which  draws  its  fore:  from 
Dtl  tlt.L  I  ckiire  to  aecomplilh  one  day,  and 
which  arc  ahcady  covenanted  for  in  the  bottom  of  my 
heart* 

He 
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He  flopped,  expecting  my  anfwer.  I  began  by  re- 
marking, that  he  drew  fome  hopes  from  a  plaufible 
turn  he  had  given  to  his  reafons ;  but  that  their 
length  had  afforded  me  time  to  embrace  the  ficfe 
xrhich  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  flop  at.  That  the 
•bjtctions,  which  cannot  be  a  few,  would  expose  me  . 
to  a  neceffity  of  not  feeing  his  replies  brought  to  an 
end.  I  reduced  my  arguments  to  a  very  fhort  way 
of  reafoning.  Without  following  you,  faid  I,  through 
the  whole  detail  you  have  given,  it  is  manifefl  you 
can  have  no  pretence  to  my  fitter  as  long  as  heaven 
thinks  proper  to  continue  to  you  your  fpoufe.  It  is 
no  left  an  objection,  that  fhe  would  bring  herfelf  into 
difcredit  by  feeing  and  hearing  you.  The  only  dif- 
ficulty that  remains  between  us  is  to  know,  if  in  the 
cafe  you  fuppofe  yourfelf,  that  is  to  fay,  of  every 
moment  lofiwg  an  old  and  inhrm  wife,  you  may  call 
your  eyes  on  her  whom  you  deiline  to  fill  her  place, 
and  if  the  promifes  you  have  made  her  with  this  view 
may  authorize  her  to  receive  your  favours.  This 
quenion,  added  I,  is  altogether  new  to  rue,  and  I 
confefs  I  have  need  of  more  than  one  day  to  refolve 
it.  I  leave  you  with  that  gratitude  which  I  owe  to 
your  generous  intentions,  and  I  crave  time  iufficient 
for  me  to  give  you  an  anfwer.  He  would  fain  have 
detained  me  longer,  and  difcovered  feme  marks  of  im- 
patience and  fadnefs.  I  continued  firm  in  my  rrfo- 
lution  of  leaving  him,  and  only  took  care  to  inform 
myfelf  of  the  place  of  his  abode,  where  1  promiied 
to  carry  him  myfelf  an  eclairciffemenl,  which  1  dcfired 
as  mnch  as  he. 

Though  I  was  fatUfied  with  my  anfwer  after  I  had 
left  him,  yet  I  remained  over-burdened  with  two  em- 
barrafments,  of  which  the  leall  was  capal.le  of  railing 
in  me  new  inquietudes.  I  did  not  at  ail  look  upon  as 
my  moll   difficult  tafk  the  confide  ration  of  tl  e  propo- 

fals  of  the  count  de  S ,  feeing  I  was  ma  ter   of 

my  time,  and  that  in  a  city  fo  full  of  learning  and 
learned  men  as  Paris,  I  could  not  want  advice  ;  but 
I  reprefented  to  myfelf  the  impatience  of  Rofe,  who 

had 
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had  fo  tenderly  recommended  to  me  her  interefts;  and 
ender  the  irrefolution  that  I  brought  hack  as  the  only- 
fruits  of  my  journey,  nothing  prefented  iifelf  to  my 
mind    proper    to    give   her   fatisfaction.       The    coach 
having  carried   me   back  with    expedition,   I  was  fet 
down  at  the    gate   of  the   convent,   before   I   had  fet- 
tled within  myfelf  what  I  mould  fay  to  her.      Never- 
thelefs,   I    fpent    a   moment    alone,    before    I  had  her 
called,  which  gave  me    time  to    recoil  eel    myfclf.      I 
faw  the   danger  equal  either  in  telling  her  the  naked 
truth  of  what  I  had  learned,   or  of  concealing  it  from 
her  intirely.      Fond  as  fne  was  of  her  lover,    I  feared 
to  alarm  her  too  much  by  an  affected   filencc,  or  by 
declaring  to  her  that  me  was   in  love  with  a  man  who 
was  not  at  his  own  liberty,   I    had   yet  worfe  appre- 
henfions,  that  I  mould  expofe  her  to  fome  difficult  con- 
flicts,  which  might    leave  me  room  to  be  in  dread  for 
her  virtue.     Who    knows,  faid    I,  if  all  thofe   fenti- 
ments  of  religion   and  honour,  which  her  hopes  have 
hitherto  maintained,  can  without  great  difficulty  make 
refinance  againil   defpair  ?  For   expectations  from  the 
death  of  another   arc    very  precarious  foundations  for 
hope  ;  and  if  love  caufes  all  thofe  tranfporti,  which  I 
have  fecn  depicted,  I  cannot  eafily  believe  that  it  is  ca- 
pable of  being  contented  with  fo  flight  a  confolation.  I 
have  vanquished  the  heart  of  Patrick,  but  it  was  by  mo- 
tives that  always  make  a  jult  impreffion  on  the   heart 
of  a  man  of  fenfe.     I  judge  of  it  with  confidence  from 
my  own.     Can    I  judge    in  the    fame   manner  of  the 
hearts  of  women  ?  And  what  have  I  further  to  oppofe 
to  Kofe  but  the  common  topics,  over  which  they  fay 
love  has  fo  often  triumphed  ?  Thefe    reflections  made 
me  determine  to  take  a  medium  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes, which  at  firll  fight  dared  me  \n  the  face. 

•She  was  not  long  before  (he  attended  my  fummons. 
I  would  not  leave  her  one  moment  in  fufpenfe.  I 
have  feea  your  unknown,  faid  I,  I  have  learned  from 
his  own  mouth  his  name,  the  circumfluna  I  of  hil 
affair!,  and  all   the  reafons  that  !  d  him   to 

myfterioufl  conduct.    I  have  found  them  jult  ;   but 
honour  has  clofed  up   my  mouth.    It  obligei  yi 

Vol.  I.  M 
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to  moderate  your  fcntiments,  at  leaft  for  fo  long  a  tim* 
as  he  fhall  be  under  a  neeeffity  of  coneealing  his.  I 
pity  you  both,  and  you  in  particular,  if  you  mould,  per- 
haps, entertain  other  hopes;  you  will  then  have  the 
fhame  of  (hewing  lefs  virtue  and  fortitude  than  he. 

I  fliould  have  hugged  myfelfon  this  preamble, from 
the  effect  I  faw  it  produce  inllantly  in  the  fatisfadlion 
of  Rofe,  if  the  joy  iifelf  flie  had  (hewn  in  having  no 
other  obflacle  to  furmount  than  that  of  time,  had 
not  fprung  in  me  another  fcruple.  My  addrefs  has 
rendered  her  eafy,  fa  id  I  to  myfelf ;  but  (he  will  not 
love  him  the  lefs  ardently.  Even  the  teiHmony  I 
have  given  her  of  the  integrity  and  conllancy  of  her 
lover,  will  it  not  ^o  a  great  way  in  creating  to  her* 
{t\i  the  law  of  fubmitting  to  the  conqueit  of  his 
double  merit  ?  But  if  the  reafon  I  have  to  conceal 
from  her  the  fituation  of  the  count  is  a  fear  leait  (he 
mould  wound  her  duty  by  continuing  to  love  him,  will 
it  lefs  wound  it  to  love  him  without  knowing  his  fi- 
tuation? On  the  other  hand,  will  not  the  crime,  in 
which  perhaps  (lie  will  be  juiliiied  by  her  error,  fall 
directly  on  my  head,  fince  it  will  be  attributed  to  the 
a  biguicy  of  my  expreffions  ?  The  tendernefs  of 
my  conference  was  fo  much  alarmed  by  this  manner 
of  reafoning,  that  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  forthwith 
to  anticipate  the  evil  I  had  caufed.  If  you  have  fully 
nnderftood  me,  faid  I  to  her  plainly,  you  (hould  look 
on  your  marriage  as  a  thing  fo  dark  and  difficult,  that 
you  ought  long  fince  to  have  prepared  yourfe'f  to  fee 
it  fail  ;  and  I  forefee  myfelf,  added  I,  that  in  a  few 
days  honour  will  lay  us  under  a  neeeffity  of  returning 
fpcedily  to  Ireland.  This  reflection  upon  our  depar- 
ture was  the  more  iincere,  for  that  with  all  the  reaions 
I  had  to  defire  it,  I  did  not  believe  it  could  be  deferred 
a  moment,  if  the  confutations  I  had  a  mind  to   have 

held  on  the  cafe  of   the  count  de   S mould  not 

be  favourable  for  us :  and  to  fatisfy  all  my  duties  with- 
out rigour,  I  informed  Rofe,  that  for  fome  days  at 
leaft,  which  was  the  time  I  was  to  employ  in  clearing 
up  matters  to  my  fatisfa&ion,  decency  would  not  per- 
mit her  to  receive  letters  from  her  lover.     Whatever 

difcretioa 


The  Dean  of  Coleraine.         269 

-difcretion  (he  had  hitherto  obferved  in  all  thefc  fliifts 
and  fubterfuges,  fhe  penetrated  further  than  was  necef- 
fary  for  the  removing  of  my  fcruples.  Her  eyes  were 
filled  with  tears.  Not  having  the  courage  to  demand 
other  explanations  from  me,  ihe  fell  into  a  deep  me- 
ditation, which  gave  me  liberty  for  fome  moments  to 
read  in  her  countenance  all  the  agitations  of  her 
heart.  Ah  !  faid  fhe  to  me  in  the  end,  I  fee  too 
plainly  my  fate  !  I  fhall  be  no  more  happy  than  my 
brother  !  Her  grief  touched  me  fo  fenlibly,  that  I 
continued  with  her  above  an  hour,  ufing  all  my  ef- 
forts to  alleviate  and  foften  it.  But  judging  what  (he 
had  to  fear  from  the  pains  I  took  in  con  fo  Ling  her,  flic 
did  not  give  me  the  fati;fa£Uon  of  believing,  when  I 
left  her,  that  fhe  was  in  a  fuuation  the  moll  calm  and 
fedaie. 

In  the  mean  time  duty  and  honour  not  fuffering  a. 
competition  with  the  weaknefs  of  nature,  I  imme- 
diately thought  of  unravelling  the  point  of  contro- 
verfy  to  which  i  ought  to  apply  all  my  cares.  Though 
the  integrity  of  my  intentions  was  capable  of  giving 
me  fome  confidence  in  my  own  knowledge,  yet  I  did 
not  think  that  in  an  affair  fo  delicate  any  trouble 
could  be  too  exceffive,  nor  the  greatdt  precautions 
ufeltia.  I  knew  fome  doctors,  who  were  wife  and 
learned,  and  whofe  grave  decifions  unanimoufly  given 
ought  to  be  a  law  for  all  good  men.  I  took  the  re- 
folution  of  going  to  them  fucceffively,  and  of  pro- 
pofing  to  them  my  doubts.  They  all  agreed  in  alking 
fome  day  J  to  inform  themfclvcs  clearly  of  the  contro- 
verted points  by  frefh  ftudy,  and  we  agreed  to  meet 
at  b  certain  day  to  confult  together  upon  all  the  opi- 
nions. For  my  part,  I  paffed  the  time  as  they  did 
in  reading  over  every  thing  that  I  thought  necefl-n  y 
for  my  information,  and  above  all  to  confult  heaven, 
whofe  infpirations  are  fometimes  the  only  refoutce  of 
an  upright  heart  in  the  doubtful  cp  cltions  of  moral 
conduct.  If  I  (lole  fome  hours  every  day  from  my 
labour,  it  was  to  comfort  and  fupport  Role,  whofe 
grief  I  perceived  daily  to  increafe.  She  fpolte  little 
to  me.  Under  the  fufpence  and  perplexity  in  which 
my  fincerity  obliged  me  to  leave  her,  Ihe  feemed  every 
M  2  time 
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time  file  faw  me  appear,  immediately  to  expect  thofe 
tclaircifTements  that  I  had  made  her  hope  for  ;  and 
when  me  perceived,  at  my  firfl:  opening  my  mouth, 
that  I  brought  her  nothing  but  my  ordinary  confola- 
tions,  I  had  a  difficulty  to  make  her  break  a  melan- 
choly filence,  which  gave  me  more  inquietude  than 
her  tears  and  her  complaints.  Although  (he  pro- 
mifed  me  to  fend  back  her  lover's  letters  without 
opening  them,  and  that  me  was  not  capable  of  break- 
ing this  promife,  I  remarked  that  it  was  a  very  fenii- 
ble  vexation  to  her  not  to  have  had  one  fingle  oppor- 
tunity of  performing  it.  The  difcretion  of  the  count 
retaining  him  within  bounds,  even  more  ftri£t  than  I 
had  impofed  on  him,  he  reduced  himfelf  to  the  re- 
queuing of  me  every  day  to  fend  him  what  news  re- 
lated to  him  and  us.  I  had  the  fteadinefs  not  even  to 
apprife  the  melancholy  Rofe  with  this  mark  of  his 
confideration  and  conltancy,  in  order  to  accuftom  her 
infenfibly  to  privations  more  grievous  with  which  I 
thought  her  threatened. 

At  length,  the  day  appointed  for  our  confutation 
being  come,  we  afiembled  in  the  clofet  of  the  moft 
grave  of  my  doctors,  in  the  midft  of  his  books  and 
papers,  which  were,  as  one  may  fay,  fo  many  dumb 
witnefTes  of  the  ufe  he  had  made  of  the  learning  he 
had  there  imbibed.  We  were  in  number  feven,  of 
whom  the  youngeft  was  more  advanced  in  years  than 
I.  Having  begun  with  a  fhort  prayer,  every  one  took 
his  place  according  to  the  order  of  his  age.  Mine 
iutitled  me  to  the  lowed  place,  as  much  as  the  refpect 
end  deference  I  owed  to  an  aflembly  whofe  opinions 
I  implored.  They  kept  filence  for  fome  time.  At 
length,  the  fenior,  taking  up  the  word,  prayed  me  to 
open  the  occafion  that  had  drawn  us  together,  and 
rpon  what  points  I  demanded  the  opinions  of  the 
company.  I  arofe  from  jmy  feat,  and  making  a 
profound  bow  on  my  right  hand  and  left,  I  be- 
gan to  lay  down  the  queition  in  the  moft  plain 
and  fimple  terms  ;  when  the  fenior  interrupting 
me  with  a  peevifh  air,  gave  me  to  underfland,  that 
in  every  aflembly,  in  which  any  perfon  was  acknow- 
ledged as    chief  or   head;  the  firft    falutation  ought 
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fo  be  addreffed  to  him.  Another  of  the  doctors,  turn- 
ing himfelf  immediately  towards  him,  agreed  that  in 
general  this  proportion  was  juft  ;  but  not  to  mention, 
added  he,  that  Mr  Dean  is  difpenfed  by  the  title  of 
being  a  ftranger  from  conforming  to  our  cuftoms,  we 
have  not  yet  fuppofed  that  the  civility  of  confenting 
to  meet  at  your  houfe  was  an  a£l  obliging  us  to  ac- 
knowledge you  to  be  our  chief  or  head.  That  is 
true,  interrupted  the  next.  By  what  title  ?  faid  a 
third.  The  pretention  to  it  is  ridiculous  and  comical, 
replied  another.  In  an  inftant,  every  one  in  their 
turns  exprefTed  Come  marks  of  difcontent,  that  the 
fenior  fhould  lay  claim  to  a  right,  which  no- body  was 
willing  to  yield  him.  Although  he  was  a  little  difcon- 
certed  by  fuch  an  unanimous  oppofition,  yet  he  infilled 
fo  ftrenuoufly  on  his  claim,  and  the  others  were  fo  fe- 
rious  and  warm  in  conteftingit,  that  they  rofe  up  all  to- 
gether, and  left  me  under  fuch  an  aftonifhment  and. 
apprehenfion,  that  I  had  that  moment  a  mind  to 
make  the  belt  of  my  way  from  among  them. 

Neverthelefs,  pleafmg  myfelf  with  the  thoughts 
that  the  fir  ft  heat  would  prefently  cool  among  fuch- 
reafonab!e  doctors,  I  ventured  to  reprcfent  to  them, 
that  my  affair  might  be  ended  with  fewer  formalities, 
and  that  in  the  polition  they  now  were  without  dtf« 
tinction  of  degrees  or  ranks,  every  man  might  in 
two  words  declare  his  opinion.  I  know  not  whether 
it  were  from  a  confeioufnefs  of  having  difcovcred  fome 
tokens  of  weaknefa  before  the  eyes  of  a  ftranger, 
but  coming  all  at  onoe  to  themfelves,  they  put  a  ftop 
to  their  (juaircl  in  order  to  hearken  to  me.  I  cilnily 
renewed  my  prayer,  that  they  would  give  me  their 
opinions  in  a  few  words.  Ah  !  very  well  replied  the 
fcuior,  (making  halle  to  get  the  ftart  of  the  others) 
without  fearching  into  the  myllery,  the  man  mentioned 
in  your  cafe  is  an  adult  i  or  in  the  bottom  of  hi,  hint, 
and  every  worn  in  who  gives  carta  his  low  partii 
in  hi;  crime.  lie  turned  his  back-  fide  upon  us  with 
an  air  of  difdain  after  he  had  given  this  dec 

Another  took  up  the  dilcoui  le  with  more  gdod  hu- 
mour :   The  opinion  of  mailer  doctor,   fays  he,  calling/ 
a  fmile  toward*  me,  favours  a  little  of  peeviihnefs  that 
M  3  our 
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our  refufal  has  raifcd  In  him.  My  opinion  is,  that 
a  man  who  is  on  the  brink  of  lofrng  his  wife  may 
with  innocence  enough  call  his  eyes  on  the  lady 
whom  he  intends  mould  fucceed  her,  and  may  take  the 
fame  honed  meafures  before-hand  to  afTure  himfelf  of 
her  efteem  and  confent.  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion, 
continued  the  third,  but  with  a  condition  annexed, 
that  nothing  pafFes  between  them  to  injure  the  fidelity 
of  the  firit  marriage.  I  require  fomething  further,  in- 
terrupted the  fourth,  before  I  can  embrace  an  opinion 
fo  dangerous  :  I  think  that  fucli  a  man  and  fuch  a  wo- 
man mould  not  have  any  commerce  together,  either 
of  friendship  or  plain  civility,  that  may  raife  in  the 
public  the  leall  fufpicion  of  a-  fcandalous  familiarity. 
The  fenior,  who  had  turned  his  face  to  the  window,, 
and  did  not  feem  to  take  any  notice  of  what  was  faid 
behind  him,  at  once  raifed  his  voice, — PJeafant  deci- 
iiona,  faid  he,  fplitting  himfelf  with  laughter  !  thofe 
creatures  have  not  fo  much  as  the  fhadow  of  divinity. 
Oh  !  pltafant  in  your  teeth,  replied  he  who  had  fpoke 
la  it.  :  1  am  ready  to  prove  my  opinion  by  all  the  fa- 
thers and  the  councils  of  the  church.  I  challenge  you 
to  do  fo,  replied  the  fenior,  turning  himfelf  roughly 
towards  the  affembly.  I  have  here  all  the  councils 
and  all  the  fathers.  Thofe  who  had  been  a  little  be- 
fore of  near  the  fame  opinion  brufhed  up  to  him  to 
Jet  him  know  that  he  was  in  the  wrong,  and  that  a 
iingle  doctor,  whether  he  were  their  fenior  cr  pre- 
tended to  be  their  head,  ought  not  to  get  the  better 
of  an  united  body  of  the  doctors.  Moreover,  citing 
divers  pafTagcs,  they  altogether  laboured  to  prove  to 
him  that  they  had  given  the  natural  fenfe  of  them  ; 
and  that  he  could  have  but  a  (lender  knowledge  in  the 
Greek  or  Latin  languages  who- could  imagine  the  con- 
trary.  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  cried  the  old 
docaor  in  a  rage,  is  it  you  then  that  pretend  to  teach 
them  to  me?  And  treating  them  as  ignoramufes  who 
had  occafion  every  day  to  hear  his  lectures,  he  named 
to  them  an  hundred  treatifes  in  Greek  and  Latin,  upon 
which  he  offered  to  prove  on  thefpot  that  they  had  not 
yet  fomuch  as  caft  their  eyes.  The  noife  of  this  itrange 
difpute,  which  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  media- 
tion 
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tion  of  thofe  who  had  not  yet  fpoke,  and  who  would 
willingly  be  arbitrators  of  the  quarrel,  had  already 
drawn  all  the  fervants  to  the  door  of  the  clofet."  I 
had  luckily  my  hat  and  cane  in  my  hands  ;  I  laid 
hold  of  the  opportunity  to  gain  the  flairs,  and  march- 
ing down  without  turning  my  head  behind  me,  I  got 
away  in  all  hafte  from  the  houfe. 

My  reflections  were  fhort  upon  this  adventuiv, 
Having  for  a  moment  lamented  the  misfortune  of  a 
great  number  of  learned  men,  who  employed  their 
underftanding  and  knowledge  in  nourishing  prefump- 
tionandpride,  I  reproached  myfelffor  not  havingbetter 
known  the  characters  of  thole  whom  I  confulted,  and 
whofe  air  of  gravity  nnd  reputation  had  fo  much 
impofed  upon  me.  But  maugr*  the  ridicule  of  a 
fecne  fo  little  expected,  1  concluded,  from  the  diffe- 
rence of  their  opinions,  that  in  an  affair,  wherein  I 
would  as  little  expofc  my  own  confeience  as  the  ho- 
nour of  Rofe,  I  ought  to  conclude  lefs  than  ever  from 
my  own  decifion  ;  which  perhaps  might  have  been  to 
indulge  fomething  to  the  inclination  and  even  advan- 
tage of  Rofe,  by  promifing  the  count  not  to  be  in  too 
much  halle  to  difpofc  of  her,  without  confenting  ne- 
verthelefs  to  receive  favours  from  a  man,  whom  I  did 
not  believe  to  be  fo  much  mailer  of  hi3  fubftance,  as 
to  difpofe  arbitrarily  of  it.  At  the  worft,  I  thought  I 
might  continue  fome  time  at  Pari*,  and  apply  my  con- 
usant cares  in  cherifhing  and  amufing  my  filler  under 
the  perplexed  flate  in  which  I  had  been  obliged  to  put 
her.  This  was  at  lead  a  fituation  of  an  innocent  heart  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  conceived,  that  I  could  not 
well  remove  her  from  Paris  without  expoling  her  to 
other  dangrrs.      The    count   appearing    to  me  fo  pru-  # 

',  that  I  might  with  fafety  depend  upon  him  a.3  to 
the  innocence  of  his  views,  I  perceived  nothing  in  all 
thefe  fuppofitions  that  might  abfolutdv  alarm  my  ho 

confeience.      Nevertheleft,    the   repofe   of  a 
Chriflian  foul  t  able  to  fubfift  under  the  h. 

lbtf  I  was  not  a  whit  difcouraged  at  the  ill  luccefs 
of  my  fir  II    enterpri/c,   ami  !    to  lay  the  cafe 

rather  before  the  alterably  of  Sorbofine,  than  to  build 
my  fafctv  on  my  own  under" 

M  4  Thii 
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This  was  a  new  care,  in  which  I  employed  myfeli 
the  following  days.  With  great  labour  I  drew  up  a 
writing,  wherein  I  laid  down  the  queftion  from  all  the 
arguments  I  could  draw  from  authorities,  from  ex- 
amples, and  from  the  whole  fpirii  o£  the  legiflatnre 
in  the  eftablimment  of  marriage.  1  had  finifhed  it, 
and  I  thought  of  nothing  but  of  getting  an  opportu- 
nity of  presenting  it  to  the  affembly,  when  a  mod 
unexpected  blow  made  my  work  of  no  ufe.  I  re- 
ceived   by    the    common    meffenger  of    the   count    of 

S ,   a  letter    under  his    own  hand,   that  gave 

an  account  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  with  all  the 
circumftances  of  it.  He  expiefTed  himfelf  on  this 
lofs  in  the  words  of  a  man  of  honour,  who  did  not 
forget  the  gratitude  he  owed  her  at  the  time  he  was 
embarked  in  another  intereft.  I  (hall  always  preferve, 
faid  he,  that  love  fur  her  memory,  which  I  had  all 
her  life  for  her  perfon;  but  not  having  ever  had  with 
her  a  relifh  for  any  other  pleafures  than  thofe  of 
duty,  he  confefled  that  his  grief  was  not  fuch  as  could 
be  of  a  long  duration  after  her  death.  That  de- 
cency neverthelefs,  of  which  he  was  refolved  to  relax 
nothing  to  the  end,  hindered  him  from  giving  me  an 
account  of  this  news  in  perfon.  He  finifhed  by  re- 
commending his  affairs  to  my  care,  without  naming 
my  lifter,  or  fpeaking  one  word  of  his  paffion  ;  and 
1  admired  with  what  difcretion  he  knew  how  to  con- 
ciliate the  duties  of  his  mourning  with  the  ioterefls 
of  his  love. 

Although  it  was  difficult  for  me  under  fuch  an 
event  to  diftinguifh  how  far  charity  obliged  me  to 
grieve,  and  within  what  bounds  fhe  permitted  me  to 
rejoice,  I  confefs  that  my  firft  impulfe  was  to  blefs 
heaven,  whofe  goodnefs  had  kept  this  favour  for 
us  as  it  were  in  referve.  My  reflections  next  fell 
upon  Rofe.  What  was  her  joy  going  to  be,  faid  I 
to  myfelf,  and  (hall  I  rot  make  all  the  haftc  in  the 
world  to  tell  her  this  news  ?  Neverthelefs,  it  ap- 
peared'to  me  after  a  little  deliberation  that  I  ought 
to  moderate  my  impatience.  I  had  a  thoufand  things 
to  clear  up.  The  eflate,  the  condition,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  count  were  no  otherwife  known  to  me  than 

from 
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from   his   own   information,    and   if  appearances   had) 
carried  me  to  a  belief  of  his  fincerity,  prudence  would 
not    give    me    leave    to   depend   on    outfides    only.      I 
gave  him   an  anfwer,  with    which    he   ought   to  have 
been   as  well   fatisfied  as  I  was  with  his  letter.      In  a. 
vifit  to  my  fitter  the  fame  day,  I  limited  myfelf  to  the 
point   of  raifing   her   hopes    by  exhortations   and  ca- 
reffes,    from  whence    1  remarked    with  joy    that   me. 
h  rftlf  drtwja  good  omen.    In  leaving  her,  chance  threw' 
in  my  way  my  lord  Linen,    who  was  examining   care- 
fully the  Gtuation    of  the    monaftery.      I  had  not  feen 
him  till  now   fince  his   precipitate  retreat,  and  having 
but  a  (lender   lofs  in    his  friendfhip,    I  had  only  inqui- 
red  cafually  what  part  of  the   town  he  had  chofe  for 
his  abode.      His    lodgings    were   in   the    molt  remote. 
part  of  the  city  from  mine,  and  I  never  once  thought 
of   difturbing   him.      The   fequel    of    his   adventures 
gave    me  to  underttand,  that   he  had  not  the  fame  in- 
difference   for  all   my  proceedings,  and  my  accidental, 
meeting  him  now  gave  me  fomc  caufe  of  fufpecting  it. 
But  befides,  as  his  menaces  had  not  given  me  any  feri- 
ous    caufes   of  alarm,    I  iuw    thought   my  fitter   more 
fecure    than   ever  from   bit   pei  fecutions,  by  our  new 
refources    in   the    zeal   and   reputation   of  the  count  ; 
and  I  thought  no  more  than  of  linking  haftily  enough 
down  another  ttreet,  to  avoid  the  neceflity  of  fpeaking 
to  him.      He    found  no  doubt    that    my  defign  was  to 
avoid  him  ;  but  thetnanncr  in  which  he  hud  treated  me 
excufed  me  from   uling    him  with  more  manners.     Far 
neverthelefs  from  having  any  mittruft  of  the  bottom  of 
his  views,    I    employed    myfelf  during    the    remain 
of  the    day  in    procuring    informations    Rod    aflni 
ces  of  the  integrity  and   upright  uefi  of  the   con;, 

S .      The  death  of  his  wife,   which  caufed  i 

motions    in    the    neigh!  ourhood    of  his    houfe,   made 
me  eafily  find  pretences  f>r  my  iiujuiiics  ;  what  i  h  . 
cd  from  many  perfons  <»f  honour    and    i;  uiih 

priell  httnfelf,  to  whom  I,    without  any  fcrtiplc  ftddl 
fed  myfelf,  convinced  mc,  that  in  fpeaking  ofhil  birth 
and  riches,  he  had  made  me  a  very  modell  diuughl. 

Who  would   now  have  counted  upon] 

and  well    tttablimcd  ?   In    retiring    to    my   lodging*  I 
M  J 
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propofed  to  fee  my  brother  next  day  at  the  Baftile, 
and  to  open  to  him  the  honourable  match  that  offered 
for  Rofc.  I  had  never  any  fear  of  finding  in  him 
an  oppofition  to  this  projed.  He  loved  his  filler  ; 
and  his  ambition  not  failing  to  flatter  him  as  much 
with  fuch  an  eilablifhment  as  his  tendernefs,  I  was 
fure  that  in  confidering  the  proceedings  of  my  lord 
Linch,  the  confcnt  he  had  given  to  hid  folicitations 
would  coil  him  nothing  to  retract.  His  own  interell 
ought  to  make  him  wifh  for  an  alliance  fo  powerful 
as  that  of  the  count  ;  and  I  promifed  myfelf  already, 
that  his  liberty  would  quickly  be  the  confequence  of 
it.  So  that  heaven  began  on  every  fide  t©  favour  the 
integrity  and  innocence  of  my  defires. 

I  went  into  my  lodgings  filled  with  thefe  ideas. 
But  are  not  the  difpofitions  of  providence  impenetrable  ? 
A  ftrange  lacquey,  whom  I  prefently  remembered  to 
have  feen  a  long  time  before  in  the  fervice  of  de  Peffes, 
appeared  before  me,  having  his  eyes  rilled  with  tears. 
He  incontinently  lamented  his  misfortune  in  the  moll 
moving  terms,  and  many  times  pronounced  the  name 
of  his  dear  mailer  in  reiterated  fobs  ;  he  informed  me, 
that  this  unhappy  young  man  with  whom  he  returned 
from  Germany  the  day  before,  had  loft  his  life  by 
the  hands  of  an  unknown  perfon.  His  groans  and 
Aears  flopped  his  voice.  I  took  him  by  the  hand,. 
and  led  him  into  my  clofet.  I  made  him  (it  clown 
near  me  ;  and  not  undeHtanding  any  thing  of  a  thou- 
faid  unlucky  accidents  that  he  told  me  confufedly, 
I  demanded  of  him  the  explanation  of  a  misfortune, 
of  which  I  bad  fume  difficulty  to  perfuade  rhyfelf. 

He  told  me  at  length,  coherently  enough,  that  he 
had  the  charge  of  many  papers,  from  whence  I  might 
draw  important  lights  ;  but  that  his  mailer  having 
ordered  him  by  his  1ft  words  to  give  me  an  account 
of  the  circumllances  of  his  difafter,  and  of  his  lateft. 
thoughts,  he  would  begin  with  that  recital.  They 
arrived  the  evening  before  :  The  fir  ft  care  of  dc  Peffes 
had  been  to  receive  the  informations  of  his  valet  de 
chambre,  whom  he  had  left  at  Paris.  Surprifed  at 
my  return,  and  delighted  that  the  protection  of 
heaven  had  prcferyed  Rjfe  from  a  thoufand  dangers 

during 
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during  his  abfence,  he  fhewed  no  greater  eagernefs 
than  to  fee  me  ;  when  the  moment  he  was  go- 
ing out,  an  unknown  perfon  afked  to  fpeak  with  him, 
and  had  taken  him  afide.  After  a  very  long  and  ex- 
afperated  difeourfe,  the  unknown  gentleman  retired, 
and  Mr  de  PefTes,  who  fpoke  of  nothing  the  moment 
before  but  his  defire  to  fee  me,  on  the  contrary  had 
uow  forbidden  his  fervants  to  give  me  any  notice  of 
his  return  till  the  next  evening.  He  tupped  in  their 
prefence  very  compofedly,  and  renewing  his  prohi- 
bitions went  to  bed,  and  nothing  appeared  to  dilturb 
his  reft  all  night.  The  next  morning  he  mounted 
his  horfe,  attended  by  one  lacquey  only,  who  told 
me  this  (lory  ;  and  without  CDmmunicating  to  him 
his  defrgn  he  rid  to  the  foreil  of  Boulogne,  where  he 
gave  him  orders  to  wait  at  the  gate.  Nobody  faw 
what  pafied  at  that  time  ;  but  in  lefs  than  a  quar- 
ter of  an-  hour  the  fame  unknown  gentleman,  who 
had  talked  the  evening  before  in  private  with  him, 
appeared  on  horfeback,  and  making  out  of  the  foreft 
\>y  the  fame  gate,  he  bid  the  lacquey,  having  firft 
alked  him  if  he  belonged  to  de  Peffes,  to  carry  help 
immediately  to  his  mailer.  This  faithful  fcrvant  clap- 
ping fpurs  to  his  horfe  galloped  at  full  fpeed  along  the 
fame  road  ;  and  Jiough  his  concern  had  not  given 
him  prefence  of  mind  enough  to  inform  himfelf  of 
the  plaec  where  he  might  bind  him,  yet  his  horfe, 
yrhich  lie  faw  fattened  to  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  ferved 
luckily  to  difeover  him. 

I    found  him,    continued    he   redoubling    his    tear^. 
ftretrhed  on  the  grouuJ,    and   drenched   in   his   blood. 

fright  for  his  chance 

in  another  life.      No,  replied    he,    but    already   fo   ex- 

d  of  all  his  ftrength  that   he  had  fearee  any  mo* 

.  me  ;      I  thank  you  for  your  zeal,  faid 

me,    but    if  you  will  do  me  a  fenfible   piece   of 

ftrvice  before   n  >*  con?ey   me   with  all 

deun  of  CoU rain  .      I  n  to  onderftand 

that  it  Arai   firft   neceflary  to  begin   by   ftoppini 

I,    which  c  .it   floods.      He 

!al  :     My    cravat    and 
part  uf  my  fliirt,   and  fame  of  my  cloaths,   wi  r 

veniently 
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Tcniently  employed  in  this  melancholy  office.  When  this 
was  done,  I  immediately  put  myfelf  in  the  great  road-, 
to  find  fomebody  to  help  to  carry  him.  Four  travellers, 
whom  I  flopped  by  the  force  of  my  intreaties,  bote 
him  between  their  arms  to  the  houfe  at  the  gate  of 
the  foreft.  In  vain  did  I  prefs  to  detain  him  there* 
He  was  put  into  an  elbow  chair,  and  he  himfelf  en- 
couraging the  bearers  by  the  promife  of  a  great  re- 
ward, they  carried  him  to  the  iuburbs  of  St  Honore, 
with  orders  to  go  directly  to  your  lodgings.  But  the 
motion  not  being  very  gentle  it  weakened  his  ftrength, 
and  a  faintnefs  feizing  him  at  the  entrance  of  the 
fuburbs  obliged  us  to  go  to  the  firft  furgeon  we 
could  find.  When  he  recovered  his  fpirits  a  little, 
he  was  of  opinion  he  could  not  go  much  further  with- 
out fhortening  the  few  moments  he  had  to  live* 
He  fuffered  the  furgeon  to  fearch  his  wounds,  which 
were  fo  mortal  that  he  could  not  promife  him  an  hour.- 
Without  being  terrified  with  death,  he  ordered  me  to 
pray  you  to  come  immediately  to  him;  but  many- 
meffe'ngets  whom  I  difpatched  one  after  another  could 
not  find  you  at  home.  During  this  time  my  unfor- 
tunate matter  had  given  orders  for  a  confeflbr,  and 
two  of  the  neareft  notaries,  to  be  fent  for  to  him* 
He  remained  fome  time  fhut  up  with  them  ;  after 
which  calling  for  me,  he  paid  his  porters  liberally, 
and  with  me  chofe  to  fpend  his  lail  moments.  You 
have  always  ferved  me  faithfully,  faid  he,  with  a 
voice  that  grew  feebler  at  each  word  ;  you  mail  be 
rewarded,  but  do  not  let  your  zeal  flacken  after  my 
death,  which  I  am  fcnfible  approaches.  Haflen  im- 
mediately to  fee  the  dean  of  Coleraine,  and  put  into 
his  hands  thefe  papers.  He  will  take  care  of  my 
funeral.  Tell  him  that  under  my  mifortunes  I 
fnould  have  tarried  away  fome  confolation,  if  I  could 
have  embraced  him  in  my  lad  -moments.  My  life 
was  devoted  to  him,  to  his  lifter,  and  to  his  brother 
Patrick.  You  will  not  eafily  fee  his  fitter  ;  but  if  you 
ihould  fee  her,  teli  her  that  I  die  for  her.  Thcfe 
were  the  laft  words  of  my  dear  mader,  added  the 
forrowful  mefienger,  with  a  new  aeceffion  of  an  abun- 
<iance  of  tears.       He  in  vain  laboured   to   add  more  ^ 

for 
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for  liis  grief  flopped  his  voice,  and  hindered  him 
from  pronouncing  any  thing  dillin6tly.  I  perceived 
all  at  once  that  his  foul  had  abandoned  him  with  the 
remainder  of  his  ftrength. 

In  finifhing  this  relation,  he  prefented  me  with  a 
bundle  of  papers,  which  were  carefully  fealed  up. 
The  deep  confternation  that  feized  me  did  not  pre- 
vent my  opening  them  immediately,  with  a  defrre 
of  executing  at  leall  with  as  much  diligence  as  zeal 
the  lad  will  of  a  friend  fo  faithful  and  generous. 
The  firil  writing  I  laid  my  hands  on  was  a  letter 
addreffcd  to  me.  It  had  his  fignature  to  it,  although 
the  two  pages,  of  which  it  was  made  up,  were  written 
in  a  character  unknown  to  me.  He  was  obliged, 
faid  he  in  it,  to  make  ufe  of  the  hand  of  his  confef- 
for  to  write  me  a  letter,  which  I  mould  not  receive 
till  after  his  death.  Referring  himfelf  to  his  lacquey 
for  the  explanation  of  circumllances,  he  avowed, 
that  without  having  ever  knou.n  my  lord  Linch,  he 
believed  he  died  by  his  hand.  It  was  the  hand  of  a 
rival,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  other 
but  he.  Befides,  the  language  of  his  enemy  con- 
firmed him  that  he  was  a  foreigner.  Neverthelefs, 
the  defne  of  revenge  had  the  lead  (hare  in  this 
difcovery.  That  he  thought  he  had  jolt  reafons  to 
infpire  me  with  fome  fear  for  my  filler  and  myfelf, 
from  a  difconrfe  which  refentment  had  drawn  from 
the  mouth  of  his  murderer.  As  much  as  he  had 
alarmed  for  our  interefl,  fo  much  did  he  think 
If  happy  iu  hearing  cvtn  from  the  mouth  of  a 
rival,  that  Rofe  made  fome  account  of  the  fervency 
-onllancy  of  his  love,  and  that  (he  had  happily 
red  herfelf  in  his  favour.  That  without  doubt 
it    was   to     my    friendship     he    was    indebted    for   this 

of  happinefi  did  death  oblige 

to  1en0Li.ee!    But  having  nothing  before  his  eyes 
but  a  1  In  in,  he  [ 

me  to  mai.  u  my  filler  tin 

•   nle  that  he  had  to  ofi    r  her,  and  which   1   (huuld 

unexed    t<>  his    l< 
his    heart,    add  had  not   incited  him  to  what 

DC  '.:;  her   favour,    yet  he  lhouid  think  him- 
felf 
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felf  obliged  to  it,  to  make  an  atonement  for  the 
only  fault  he  had  to  reproach  himfelf  with,  and  of 
which  he  would  now  make  to  me  a  confeflion  with 
his  laft  word3.  Some  hints  from  Patrick  having 
made  him  defpair  to  move  the  heart  of  Rofe,  he  con- 
fefled  to  me,  that  on  his  return  to  Paris,  the  violence 
of  a  pafiion  which  he  was  no  longer  able  to  fubdue, 
had  made  him  form  a  refolution  to  fteal  her  away  ; 
and  that  he  ought  to  look  upon  his  death  as  a  judg- 
ment for  a  project  fo  much  the  more  deteftable  on  this 
account,  as  he  now  had  reafon  to  flatter  himfelf 
(from  the  confeflion  of  his  rival)  to  have  held  in  her 
heart  a  preference,  of  which  he  was  not  in  the  leait 
worthy  with  fuch  criminal  thoughts.  That  the  no- 
taries, who  had  a  duplicate  of  the  act  he  fent  me, 
would  wait  on  me  by  his  orders  with  an  explanation 
upon  other  circumftances. 

After  a  tender  prayer  he  made  me  to  cherifh  and 
Jove  his  memory,  he  informed  me  in  a  few  words 
of  a  voyage  he  had  made  to  Ireland  on  his  return 
from  Germany,  and  accufing  himfelf  of  indilcretion  in 
fome  intel'igences  he  had  given  Patrick,  whofe  efla- 
bliihment  he  was  then  ignorant  of,  he  conjured  me  to 
repair  the  mortal  wound  he  had  given  to  his  repofe, 
and  perhaps  to  the  repofe  of  his  wife.  Heaven  will 
pardon  me,  added  he,  for  this  unhappy  error,  which 
was  not  at  all  voluntary.     Hefinifhed  with  a  laft  adieu. 

What  an  overplus  and  Surcharge  of  trouble  and 
grief  did  I  not  feel  after  reading  this  letter  !  Every 
line  was  like  a  fource  of  empoifoned  vapours,  which 
threw  all  my  ideas  and  thoughts  into  an  inexprefiible 
confufion.  I  was  about  beginning  again  this  fatal 
letter,  to  difcover  in  it  fome  day  light  amidft  fuch 
thick  darknefs;  but  thinking  neverthelefs  that  the 
prefent  circum (lances  obliged  me  to  make  every  thing 
give  way  to  the  duties  of  friendfhip,  I  went  on  in 
opening  the  firlt  paper  that  lay  in  my  way.  My  fur- 
prife  and  confufion  were  augmented  yet  more  in  disco- 
vering in  it  a  teftamentary  act,  by  which  Mrde  Peffes 
made  an  abfolute  donation  to  my  lifter  of  all  his 
eftate  and  fubftance.  Not  having  friends  fo  near, 
faid  he  in  the  form  of  the  preamble,  nor  fo  poor,  to 

make. 
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make  him  prefer  the  duties  of  blcod  to  thofe  of 
frieruifhip,  out  of  gratitude  and  efteem  he  conilitutcd 
her  his  univerfal  heir,  Sec. 

Where  am  I  ?  cried  I.  What  torrents  of  difficul- 
ties and  troubles  come  pouring  down  on  me  in  the 
fame  day  ?  What  contradictions  in  the  cafts  and 
chances  of  fortune  !  Or  rather  added  I,  adoring 
the  incomprehenfible  wifdom  of  providence,  what 
fubjects,  O  my  God,  to  admire  the  depths  of  thy 
difpofuions  ?  But  to  what  point  is  it  thy  intention  to 
conduct  us  by  ways  fo  fuperior  to  our  vain  prudence  ? 
It  is  to  you,  dear  and  virtuous  friend,  continued  I, 
that  we  mull  begin  to  render  the  lad  duties  of 
efteem  and  gratitude.  The  night  is  too  far  advanced, 
{aid  I  to  the  lacquey,  who  waited  my  orders,  to 
take  any  rcfolutions  before  to-morrow  ;  go  and  pafj 
the  remainder  of  it  about  your  dear  mailer  ;  and  de- 
pend upon  a  reward  in  proportion  to  your  affection, 
I  fend  with  you  a  man  of  trult,  to  whom  I  give  it 
in  charge  to  regulate  for  this  night  every  thing  that 
decency  and  cuilom  require  about  the  dead  ;  and  1 
promife  to  be  with  you  in  the  morning,  to  difpofc 
things  with  more  order  and  regularity. 

1  could  not  recover  myfelf  out  of  this  medley  of 
motions  that  fucceeded  one  another  in  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  in  fo  (hort  a  fpace.  I  retired  alone  into 
my  clofet,  where  my  fir  (I  care  was  to  put  up  to 
heaven  an  ardent  prayer,  to  grant  to  Mr  de  Pcfles  in  a 
better  life  an  hundred  fold  more  happinefs  than  he 
bt  he  lolt  in  quitting  this.  His  other  papers 
contain  1  explanations  and  lights  into  different 
parts  of   li  e.      But  I    returned   forthwith  to 

iter,    .which    I     read   over    with    a    frefh    ai 
In  the  mi  lJ'ly>  which  every  word  i 

in  me  for  bit  fate,  bow  could  the  obfeure  hints  that 
related  to  my  filler  and    Patii.  k   not  r.iife  in  me  Come 
alarms?   another   dtfquiet   feized   me   from   the    man  • 
!    hi.    WOfdf.        He    was    per- 

fbaded  from  Come  t  dropt  to 

omc    more    fenlihle   of    hia    . 
vas  enough  to  give  me  to  understand 
lord  JLiiuch  \va3  his  murderer j   but  could    1  not 
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thence  alfo  conclude,  if  this  vain  thought  had  car- 
ried him  out  to  fight  againft  a  furiou3  rival,  who' 
had,  as  it  were,  taken  upon  himfelf  to  punilh.  the 
happinefs  which  Mr  de  Peffes  had  permitted  to  be 
afcribed  to  him,  that  this  alfo  had  been  the  principal 
motive  to  the  donation  he  made  to  my  filter  of  all 
his  wealth  ?  And  might  me  decently  profit  herfelf 
by  his  error  ?  This  was  lefs  a  fcruple  of  confcience 
than  of  honour  :  But  I  always  held  it  for  a  principle, 
that  thefe  two  words  well  understood  are  nearer  a- kin 
than  one  thinks  ;  or  at  leaft,  that  in  all  cafes  where 
they  are  not  at  all  oppofites,  the  law  of  honour 
is  as  indifpenfible  as  that  of  confcience.  I  was  in  this 
agitation  of  thoughts,  given  up  fuccefiively  to  one 
or  the  other,  and  ftill  too  much  fwayed  by  my  ima- 
gination to  put  them  in  more  order,  when  word  was 
brought  me,  that  an  unknown  perfon  inquired  for  me. 
It  was  paft  nine  o'clock,  and  the  night  was  dark.  I' 
fcrupled  fomc  time  to  receive  a  vifit  fo  little  in  feafon  ; 
but  in  the  moment  I  was  giving  a  denial,  he  entered 
fuddenly  into  my  chamber;  and  this  unknown,  whofe 
boldnefs   at  firft   ftruck   me  with  fome  fear,   was  the 

Count  de  S . 

He  had  on  him  a  perriwig  and  coat  that  difguifed 
him,  which  however  did  not  hinder  me  from  knowing 
him  immediately.  After  praying  me  to  fend  away  every 
body  that  might  hear  us,  he  threw  himfelf  about  my 
neck,  and  held  me  a  long  time  in  his  arms.  My 
eagernefs,  faid  he,  fubmiued  in  the  day  time  to  de- 
corum ;  but  nothing  is  capable  of  moderating  it  when 
it  can  gratify  itfelf  with  honour.  Will  you  icward 
me  ?  added  he  in  the  fame  tranfpovt.  Are  you  re- 
folved  to  grant  fomething  to  my  heart  ?  Shall  I  fee 
'  the  charming  Rofe  ?  Will  you  permit  me  to  love  her  ? 
She  has  not  waited  my  confent,  replied  I,  embracing 
him  in  my  turn,  and  I  have  betrayed  her  into  a  vo- 
luntary confeffion  for  you,  that  fhe  fhould  have  fuf- 
fered  fomething,  if  her  inclinations  had  been  too  long 
restrained  by  her  duty.  But  how  opportunely-,  added 
I,  are  you  come  here!  Under  the  trouble  I  am,  what 
need  have  I  not  of  the  confolation  and  counfel  of  a 
worthy  man  ?  In   reality,   the  opinion   I  had  of  this 

amiable 
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amiable  count,  and  the  inclination  he  had  fhewed  to 
love  me,  had  made  me  regret  that  in  my  agitations 
I  had  not  the  power  to  open  to  him  a  (hare  of  my 
perplexity.  He  did  not  leave  me  the  lead  doubt  of 
the  fincerity  cf  his  frit»>Hhip.  The  intereft  of  my 
filter  had  become  his.  His  afliltance  was  a  refource 
upon  which  I  had  always  counted.  Moreover,  not 
finding  any  thing  in  his  vifit  that  might  not  bear  the 
name  of  an  honed  and  innocent  forwardnefs,  I  re- 
folved  to  open  to  him  my  heart. 

You  (hall  fee  Rofe,  faid  I,  having  firft  ruminated  a 
little  ;  you  (hall  fee  her,  as  foon  as  the  laws  of  cuftom 
fhall  enable  you  to  difcover  openly  the  love  you  have 
for  her.  Your  impatience  would  not  be  juft,  if  it 
fliould  make  you  think  this  period  too  long.  But, 
added  1  with  the  fame  difquieted  air,  what  can  (lie 
lack,  fince  you  may  fee  her  when  you  pleafe  ?  She  is 
in  a  danger  for  which  I  tremble,  and  I  (hall  Hot  think 
her  in  fafety  till  1  Tee  her  your's.  I  did  not  exagge- 
rate my  fears  in  reprefeating  them  in  fuch  lively 
colours.  The  new  obfervations  I  had  made  to  clear 
them  up  had  augmented  them  to  a  point,  when  calling 
to  mind  my  accidentally  meeting  my  lord  Liueh  about 
the  convent,  full  no  doubt  with  the  fame  fury  in 
which  he  came  from  dipping  his  hands  In  blood  and 
feeking  to  fatisfy  it  with  other  enterprifes,  I  was  un-, 
dcr  apprehenfions  that  the  night  would  not  pafs  over 
without  his  committing  fome  other  glaring  violence. 
In  order  to  explain  my  diftrufts  to  the  count,  I  could 
ifpenfe  with  myfeif  from  acquainting  him  with 
the  ancient  preicnfions  of  two  rivals,  who  had  unfuc- 
cefifully  a  f pi  red  to  the  heart  of  Rofe,  and  the  difa.'lrous 
end  of  Mr  dcJPcffea,  with  the  late  effects  of  his  love 
and  generoiity.  I  did  not  name  my  lord  Liiuh,  of 
whom  my  profrlpon  did  not  permit  me  to  be,  as  it 
an  accufer  j  but  painting  out  hi3  ft  range  cha- 
racter in  fuch  <  b«i   I   confeffed 

to  him,  that  we  fhouM  have  but  little  hopes  of  rc- 
unlef*  we  could  find  the  means  of  removing  Co 
roui  a  man,  or  of  concealing  my  filler  from  hi.; 

purluitl. 
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other  affairs  at  Paris.  In  fine,  the  length  of  thf* 
converfation  making  him  think  it  neceffary  to  retire, 
we  embraced  one  another  with  all  the  tendernefs  of 
which  we  had  juft  tied  the  knots;  and  if  he  carried"* 
away  the  fatisfaftion  of  believing,  that  his  happinefs 
was  out  of  danger  of  a  blow,  1  had  the  comfort  of 
hugging  myfelf  more  than  ever  on  the  good  fortune 
of  Rofe,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  eftablifhed  on  a 
folid  foundation. 

1  had  yet  inquietudes  enough  remaining  not  to  faffer 
me  to  reckon  upon  an  undifturbed  repofe  ;  fo  that  I 
looked  no  further  into  the  caufe  of  a  very  grievous 
reftleiTncfs  that  tofTed  me  about'  all  night.  :  Never- 
thelefs,  I  could  not  in  the  end  reflect  upon  this  extra- 
ordinary diforder  in  my  blood  and  all  my  fpirits, 
without  thinking  that  heaven  was  defirousto  forewarn 
me  by  a  kind  of  fenfible  chaftifement,  that  I  placed 
too  much  confidence  in  the  meafurcs  of  human  pru- 
dence, and  that  I  fhould  be  affected  with  circumftances- 
quite  different  from  tnofe  of  which  I  thought  myfelf 
affured.  But  the  embari  ailments,  that  held  me  em- 
ployed the  two  following  days,  not  having  given  me 
time  to  turn  my  reflections  on  that  fide,  I  fell  directly 
down  the  precipice  which  I  thought  to  have  avoided. 

In  the  morning  I  went  to  fee  the  corps  of  de  Pefies, 
which  I  found  ready  prepared  to  receive  the  folemni- 
ties  of  fepulture.  The  equivocal  manner  in  which 
he  fpoke  of  his  misfortune,  having  made  it  pafs  rather 
for  an  unexpected  adventure,  which  caufed  lefs  fufpi- 
cion  of  a  duel  than  of  an  alTalTmation,  no  inquiries 
were  made  that  might  oblige  me  to  ufe  further  precau- 
tions. I  followed  the  advice  of  his  confeffor  and  the 
two  notaries  who  affifted  him,  that  it  were  better  to 
depofit  him  in  the  parish  where  he  died,  than  to  re- 
move him  to  that  in  which  he  lodged.  They  were 
afraid  left  the  pomp  and  noife  might  raife  people's  cu- 
riofity  ;  and  I  entered  into  the  fame  views  as  to  the 
place  of  his  interment.  The  rich  prefent  he  made  my 
lifter  had  lefs  mare  in  the  honours  I  did  him  than  a 
fentiment  of  efteem  and  friendfhip,  independent  of  in- 
tereft,  and  which  I  always  thought  due  to  his  perfon  at 
much  as  to  his  fervices. 

Tke 
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The  notaries  gave  me  an  account  of  all  they  had 
done  the  evening  before  by  his  directions.  They  had, 
in  my  filler's  name,  put  their  feals  on  all  that  belong- 
ed to  him  at  Paris  ;  and  they  prcpofed  to  mc  imme- 
diately to  fecure  in  my  own  cullody  not  only  his  pa- 
pers and  moveables,  but  fome  conliderable  fums  of 
money  which  they  found  in  his  clofet.  This  ilep 
feeming  to  require  the  participation  of  Rofe,  was  a 
difficulty  which  I  could  not  cafiy  determine.      Befides 

the  promife  I  had  made  the  count  de  S ,   I  had 

alfo  my  fcruples  of  honour,  which  I  was  refolved  to 
have  cleared  up,  before  I  fet  forward  any  pretenfions 
in  regard  to  the  rights  of  my  filler.  I  put  off 
the  two  notaries  to  the  next  day,  in  hopes  that  the 
advice  of  George  (to  whom  I  intended  te*  pay  a  vifit 
before  evening,  and  whom  I  knew  to  be  a  properer 
perfon  to  determine  a  quellion  of  honour  than  a  point 
of  religion  and  confeience)  might  help  to  fix  my 
doubts.  I  ought  alfo  to  impart  to  him  the  intended 
marriage  of  Rofe  ;  and  not  having  been  abfent  from 
him  above  fifteen  days,  my  fole  defign  was  to  rid  my- 
felf of  all  other  doubts  before  I  informed  him  of  fuch 
happy  news,  and  1  flattered  myfelf  that  this  would 
help  to  eflablifh  peace  and  union  in  our  family. 

But  this  care  feemed  to  me  to  be  lefs  prefling  than 
that  of  preparing  Rofe  to  change  her  habitation,   and 
iving   her  all   thofe  explanations   tending   to   her 
happinefs,    that   her  heart  was  impatient  to  hear.      It 
would   have   been  a  cruelty  to  have  held  her  too    long 
in   an   ignorance   with   which    I  might  be   reproached, 
y  berfelf,  but  her  lover,    whom   I  (night  not 
|  :ive  of  th  enta  whereof  he  was   fo  jea- 

illruli  that  my  flownefs  did  but  ill 
cor  re  (pond   with  hii  ice  |  and  the   manner   in 

which  1  hid  explained  myfelf  to  him  the.  night  before 
could  not  give  him  any  fufpicion  of  that  fort..  On  the 
iy,  I  perceived  tint  the  moderation  of  his  de- 
proceeded  from  the  petfaafioa  he  wan  in,  that  my 
fitter  knowing  all  hit  ardour,  and  the  happy  chaogt 
in  her  fruition,    would   reckon  berfelf*  accountabl 

e  he  made  to  decorum.       This    would  have 
bean    u  deceive  them  both,  as  well  as  to  deprive 

without 
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without  reafon  of  a  fatirfii&ion  fo  innocent.  I  went 
to  Rofe's  convent,  to  pleafe  myfelf  in  contributing  all 
in  my  power  to  the  happinefs  of  this  pair  of  irre- 
proachable lovers. 

By  what  lights  could  I  forfee  that  1  was  going  to 
occafion  them  more  mifchief  than  I  intended  to  procure 
them  pleafure  ?  It  Is  here  that  without  following  the 
order  of  my  own  informations,  I  am  going  to  unveil 
at  one  ftroke  what  was  for  a  long  time  concealed  from 
myfelf,  I  mean  an  horrible  treachery,  that  would  have 
di  fluffed  too  much  obfeurity  over  the  moft  moving  part 
of  this  hiflory,  had  I  delayed  to  unfold  it,  at  a  time 
when  the  compaffion  of  heaven  let  me  into  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  that  is  to  fay,  after  the  dire  effc&s  it  pro- 
duced. Thofe  who  had  loll  fight  of  my  lord  Linen, 
or  who  might  have  imagined  that  the  terror  of  his 
crime  ought  to  have  made  him  abandon  Paris,  had 
taken  up  too  favourable  an  idea  of  this  furious  Irifh- 
man.  Encouraged  by  his  boldnefs  and  obftinacy, 
rather  than  by  any  proper  meafures,  of  which  he  ought 
to  have  made  a  little  account,  he  contented  himfelf 
with  changing  his  lodgings  ;  and  he  thought  of  no- 
thing but  the  means  of  gathering  the  fruit  of  his  blind 
cruelty.  All  forts  of  reafons  removing  from  him  the 
thoughts  of  appearing  before  me,  my  accidental 
meeting  him  the  evening  before,  had  in  fome  meafure 
cmbarrafed  him,  and  I  fatisfied  his  defires  as  much 
as  my  own  in  paffing  down  another  llrect  to  avoid 
him.  But  the  opportunity  offering  me  come  out  of 
the  convent,  where  he  might  eafily  imagine  I  went 
every  day,  and  the  memory  he  had  preierved  of  the 
fituation  of  the  parlour  fince  he  had  conducted  Rofe 
thither  in  company  with  me,  raifed  in  him  a  thought, 
of  which  the  txecution  was  but  too  eafy  for  fuch  an 
adventurer  as  he.  In  wailing  till  he  found  proper 
openings  for  his  other  defigns,  he  refbtoed  to  dive  into 
bur's  in  procuring  himfelf  the  means  of  hearkening  to 
our  difcourfe.  A  fmall  fum  ferved  him  to  corrupt 
the  exterior  fervants  of  the  convent,  and  under  fuch 
pretexts  as  he  was  pleafed  to  make,  he  obtained  the 
liberty  of  hiding  himfelf  the  next  day  in  the  parlour 
towards  the  time  that  the  cullom  of  the  cloilter  ob- 
liged 
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b'ged  me  to  make  my  ordinary  vifits.  A  fcrcen  that 
flood  fome  paces  from  the  grate  favoured  his  artifice  ; 
he  was  behind  it  when  I  arrived,  and  in  a  fituation 
fo  commodious  that  he  could  not.lofe  one  word  of  our 
difcourfe. 

My  heart  being  full  of  what  I  came  to  acquaint  my 
fifter  with,  and  under  no  miftruft  of  a  place  which  I 
took  to  be  a  fan&uary  for  fecrets,  I  did  not  fpare  to 
life  much  tendernefs  and  ardour  in  my  expreffions.  I 
did  not  obferve  that  Rofe  fearched  in  my  eyes  for  what 
flie  had  no  hope  from  my  lalt  promifes.  If  all  that 
you  have  defired,  faid  I,  be  fufficient  to  make  you 
happy,  nothing  now  is  wanting  to  compleat  your  fa- 
tisfadtion.  All  obilacles  are  over;  you  are  free  to 
Jove,  furc  of  pleafmg,  and  1  require  no  other  mode- 
ration in  your  fentiments,  than  that  which  you  ought 
to  fubmit  to  heaven,  from  whom  you  have  received  at 
once  foch  an  abundance  of  favours.  Do  not  inter- 
rupt me,  faid  I,  feeing  her  joy  endeavouring  to  break 
our,  I  publifh  to  you  a  happinefs  which  furprifes  my- 
felf,   and  which  merits   well   to  be  explained.      Your 

unknown  lover  is  called  the  count  dc  S :   His 

birth    is   diftinguiflied,   his  eftate  confiderable,  and  his 
|o*"  focb  as  his  conduct  has  already  declared  to   you. 
He   burns   with   impatience  to  fee  you  his,   and   your 
marriage   (hall    be  celebrated    to-morrow,    if  reafons, 
which   we   ought  to  approve  of,   do  not   yet  oblige  01 
to  fome  delay.     1  continued  to  add  all  the  tf&tmoniei 
which  I  thought  due  to  the   merit  and  forwardnefs  of 
>unt  ;    and  without  blaming   the   mode  ft  diforder 
i  feemed  tocafl  Rofe,  I  commend- 
ed  lie  nfible   to   the   love  of  a  man  as  a- 
•  as  v'irtuou  I. 
It    was    my  own   gratitude  that  guided  my  tongue. 
If  one  (hnuld  reptcfent   to  himfelf  the   tone  of  a  dit- 
courfe  animated  by  •  fo  tender,  and  the   |«- 
fwers  of  Rofe,   who  forthwith  opened  to  me  her  heart 

in  a  l)i other,    whom 
fhc  found  a   confident  as    well   as  a   friend,    one  mar 
without  difficulty  conceive,   that  not  only  a  fingh 
preflion  could  not   cfcape  my  lord    Ltocb,    but  that  in 
the  progrcfa  of  a  difcourfc  Co  animated,  the  jult 

plaints 


290         The  Dean  of  Coleraine. 

plaints  we  made  of  his  barbarity  were  renewed  more 
than  once  with  as  much  bitternefs   as    heat.      He   de- 
voured them    all.      His  curiofity  ftronger  than  his  r 
fentment  inflamed  him  according  to   the    meafure?    in 
which    I   communicated  my   rcfolutions    to    my  fifte,. 
At  length,    I    acquainted  her  with  the  project    I   In 
formed  with  the  count.      He  did  not  lofe  the  lean*  cir 
cumftance  of  it  :   And  the  means  by  which  I  flattered 
myfelf  I  fhould  avoid  his  perfections,    became   as    it 
were  the  plan  upon  which  he  formed  his  own  defigns. 
I  gave  notice  to  Rofc  to  hold  herfelf  in  readinefs*  to 
be  gone  the  next  evening  in  a  coach  of  her  lover*. 
With  the  precautions  I  have  taken,  faid  I,  do  not  ap- 
prehend any  thing  from  your  persecutor.      He  is  ignu- 
rant  even  of  the  road  we  (hall  take  to  get  out  of  hir 
way  ;    and   from    the    defcription    the  count  has  mad 
me  of  his  cou-ntry-houfe,  I  promife  you  there  as  much 
tranquillity  as  pleafuie.     The  furious  Linch  will  wit! 
out  doubt  go  over  to  look  for  you  in   Ireland  ;    but  I. 
will  fome  time  or   other  give  me  thanks  for  his  erro- 
if  it  happens  to   help  to    Lve  him   here  from   punifl 
ment.      You  (hall   not  fee  me  again,  added    1,  till  to 
morrow   towards  evening.      Do    not   mention    what    J 
have  told  you  to  any  perfon  living,    and   only  difpofe 
your   companions  fo  as  to  take  leave  of  them  without 
furprife.      I  left  Rofe  fo  much  contented  with  this  dif- 
courfe,  that  I  carried  away  with  me  a  lively  imprefiion 
of  her  jo)  ;   and  every  thing    I  did  had  fome  relifh  of 
it  until  the  hour  I  had  promifed  to  rejoin  her. 
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